August 12, 2004

Department of Homeland Security
Environmental Planning, Office of Safety and Environment
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Ridge and Homeland Securlty staff,

| oppose the Department of Homeland Security's current proposal for Impiementing the National Environmental Policy Act.
The proposal would allow too many exclusions from NEPA and couid close off government activities that have previously
operated In the public eye.

One of NEPA's purposes s to allow public review of agency actlons that may adversely affect the environment. The
department's proposal would impede that purpose with its overly broad use of categorical exclusions. While categorical
exclusions are useful for exempting routine activities that pose no risk of environmental harm, some of the proposed
exclusions Involve types of activities that could cause significant harm. For example, construction of fences and barrlers by
the Border Patrol could Impede wildiife migration and degrade wilderness values, while ground patrols In border areas
could destroy or damage critical habltat for endangered species. Some proposed categorical exclusions, such as logging
and disposal of waste and hazardous material, should be completely abandoned, while many other Items should be
narrowed In scope.

The proposal goes well beyond what Is necessary to protect national securlty. | urge you to limkt the use of categorical
exelusions and the withholding of Information as narrowly as possible.

Sincerely,

Dlan Deevey

1702 SW 35th PI
Galnesvllle, FL 32808-3534
USA



