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DepartmentdHomeland Securtty 
Envlronmental Plannlng, mice d S a w  and Environment 
Waahlngton, D.C. 20528 

Dear Secretary Rldge and Homeland Securtty atatf, 

On behalf do w  over 10,000members along the USMexleo border and across the natlon, we oppase the Department d 
Homeland Securtty's cumnt proposal tor lmplementlng the Natlonal Envlronrnental Pollcy Act. The proposal would allow 
too many exclusbns from NEPA and could close otf government acttvttles that have prevlausly operated In the publlc eye. 

One dNEPA's purposes Is to allow publk rwlew d agency actlons that may adversely atfect the envlmnment. The 
departmenfa proposal would Impede that purpose wlth tta overly broad use dcategorlcal excluslans. Whlle categorlcal 
exclusbns are uaetul tor exempting routlne actMtlea that pose no rlsk d envlronmental harm, some d the propoaed 
excluabns Involve types at actMUes that could cause slgnlfkant harm. For example, conatructlon of tences and barrlers by 
the Border Patrol could Impede wlldlh mlgmtbn and degrade wllderness values, whlle ground patrols In border areas 
could destroy or damage crttkal habltat tor endangered specks. Some proposed categorlcal excluslons, such as logglng 
and dlsposal dwaste and hazardous material, should be completely abandoned, whlle many other Items should be 
narrowed In scope. 

Also, the breadth afthe undetlned categorks d lnformatlon that would be wtthheld from publlc vlew la a tremendous 
expansbn d the current polky that allam only classltled lntormatlon to be wlthheld from NEPA documents, and Is 
unwarranted tor protecting natlonal securtty. Intormatlon, such as analysls d a gas plpellne's potential tor leaks and 
explosions, Is crttlcal to the publlc's ablllty to protect h e n  and should not be wfthheld. The proposal should be more 
specltlc so as to mlnlmlze wtthheld lntormatbn and mwlmlze transparency. 

The proposal goes well beyond what Is necessrry to protect natlonal securtty, and rlsks destroying the very democmtlc 
Ideals that the Department dHomeland Securlty was created to protect. I urge you to Ilmtt the use d categorlcal 
excluslons and the wtthholdlng dlntormatlon as narrowly as poaalble. 

Please keep us fully Intormed on thls plannlng effort. 

Danlel R. Patterson, Ecologlat 
W Box 710 
Tucson, AZ 85702-0710 
USA 


