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August 04,2004 

Depariment of Homeland Security 
Environmental Plnnnin&r Office of Safety and Environment 
Washington, D.C. 20528 

Deat SCCTetq Ridge and Homeland Smidty staff, 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE WHO THE GOVERNMENT IS SUPPOSED TO WORK FOR, TODAY 
IT SEEMS THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS MORE OF A DICTAMRSHIP, A MTALITARIAN 
RULERSHIP, THINKING IT HAS THE RIGHT TO DO WHATEVER IT WANTS M DO, WITH NO 
REGUARD FOR MOST AMERICANS. IT CATERS TO THOSE THAT ARE THE MOST POWERFUL 
AND RICH-NOT INDIVIDUALS, BlJT CORPERATlONS AND BUG BUSINESS. THIS 
ADMINISTRATION SEEMS TO THINK THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE NO RIGHT M 
KNOW WHAT THEY ARE W I N G  AND SURE DO NOT NEED TO KNOW WHY. SECRECY AND 
NOT ALLOWING FOR ANY ACCOUNTABLITY FOR THEIR ACTIONS OR POLICIES. BUSH SEES 
HIMSELF AS A KING AND THINKS HE IS THE ULTIMATE DICTATOR, BECAUSE HE KNOWS 
BEST. WHAT HAPPENS AFTER BUbW LEAVES, THE FUTURE ADMINISTRATIONS WILL ALSO BE 
ABLE M DO WHATEVER THEY WANT WITHOUT BEING HELD ACCOUNTABLE AND IN 
SECRECY. THE REPUBLICANS WILL NOT ALWAYS BE IN POWER. THIS MEANS THE AMERICA 
PEOPLE HAVE W EMPLOY THE GOVERNMENT, THEY ARE CONTROLED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT WITH NO RIGHT TO VOICE OR KNOW WHAT THE GOVERNMENT IS W I N G .  
WE ARE FASTLY BECOMING A GClVERNMENT FOR THE GOVERNMENT BY THE 
GOVERNMENT PUT IN PLACE BY THOSE FEW WITH POWER AND MONEY TO PUT PEOPLE 
IN PLACE THAT WILL DO THEIR ElIDINGllll WE ARE FASTLY LOSING "AMERICA"IIIII 
I oppose the Depariment of Homeland S;rmriws current proposd for implementing the National Environmend 
Policy Act. The proposd would d o w  too many exclusions from NEPA and could close off government 
activities that have previously operated in, the public eye. 

One of NEPA's purposes is to d o w  put~lic review of a p c y  actions that may adversely affect the environment 
The depariment's proposd would impede that purpose with its overly broad use of categorid exclusions. While 
categorical exclusions ate useful for exarnpting routine activities that pose no risk of environmental harm, some 
of the proposed exclusions involve types of activities that could cause significant harm. For example, 
construction of fences and baaiers by the Border Patrol could impede ddl i fe  migration and degnde ddemess  
values, while ground pntrols in border awns could destroy or dunage critical hnbitnt for endmpred species. 
Some proposed categorical exclusions, such as logging md disposd of waste and hazardous mated,  should be 
completely abandoned, while many other items should be narrowed in scope. 

Also, although I suppoa the mission of the Depnrtment of Homeland Security, the breadth of the undefined 
categories of infonnntion that would be withheld from public view is a tremendous expansion of the current 
policy that dows only classified information to be withheld from NEPA documents, and is unwarranted for 
protecting national security. Information, such as analysis of a g s  pipeline's potentid for le& and explosions, is 
critical to the public's nbiLty to protect itself and should not be withheld. The proposd should be more specific 
so as to minimize withheld information and maximize transpnrency. 

The proposal goes well beyond what is necessary to protect nationd security, and risks destroying the very 
democratic ideals that the Department of'Homeland Security was created to protect. I urge you to b t  the use 
of cntegodcd exclusions and the withholrhg of information as narrowly as possible. 

Sincerely, 

DEBORAH SMITH 
3044 N.W. 30TH 
Oldphomp Oty, OK 73112-6908 
USA 


