
August 05,2004 

Department of Homeland Securtty 
Emrlronmental Planning, dMce of Safety and Emrlronment 
Mshlngton, D.C. 20528 

Dear Secretary Rldge m d  Homeland Securky sta?f, 

I oppose the Department of Homeland Security's current proposal b r  lmplementlng the Natlanal Environmental Pollcy Act. 
The propawl would allow too many exclusbns from NEPA m d  could close off government r m  that have prwlously 
operated In the publk eye. 

One of NEPA1s purposes b to allow publk revlew of agency actlans that may adversely affect the environment The 
departmenfs propasrl wu ld  Impede that purpose wlth Its overly broad use of categnrlcml exclusbns. Whlle mbgorlcrl 
exclusbns are useful tar exempting routlne rctMtks that p no rlsk of emrlronmentrl harm, some d the propond 
exclusbns Involve types of acWtles that could cause slgnMcpnt harm. For example, constructkn of fences and barrlen by 
the Border Plrtral could Impede wlldlh mlpratbn and degrade dlderness values, whlle ground patrols In border a r m  
could dwtray or damage crlllcrl habM tar endrngered specks. Same proposed crbegorlal exclusbns, such as logglng 
and dbpawl of waste m d  hmrdous mrterlal, should be completely abandoned, whlle many other ttems should be 
narrowed In scope. 

Also, although I support the mlssbn of the bepartment of Homeland Securlty, the breadth of the unddned Mdegorles of 
Informrtlan that would be wtthheld from publk vlm b r tremendous expansbn of the current p l k y  that allam only 
classMed Inhrmatbn to be wtthheld from NEPA documents, and k unwarranted tar prateetlng notbnal securtty. 
Inlomntlan, such as rnalysls of r gas plpellne's potenthl tar leaks and explosbns, Is crttkal to the publlC'8 ablll'y to 
protect lbeU and should not be wtthheld. The proposal should be more speclk w as to mlnlmlre wtthheld Informrtlan and 
mudmlze transparency. 

The proposal goes well beyond what Is necessary to protect national securky, and rlsb destrnylng the very demacntlc 
Ideals that the Department d Homeland Securlty was created to protect. I urge you to Ilml the use of crtagorlcal 
exclusbns and the wlthholdlng of lntarmatbn w narrowly as posslble. 

Jeffrey Eyges 
44 Mlller Avenue 
Fmmlng ham, MA 017m-7205 
USA 


