
August 04,2664 

Department d Homeland Security 
Emrlronmentrl Planning, Ofke d Safety md Environment 
Wlshlngton, D.C. 20528 

Dew Secretary Rldge and Homeland Securlty M, 

As a US Tax payer, I most strongly oppose the Department d Homeland Securltyls current propo!ml tar lmplementlng the 
Nltknal Envlronmentrl Poky kt The propawl wu ld  allow too many exclusbns tram NEPA m d  could close off 
government actMtks that haw pnvbusly operated In the publk eye. There's enough d an assault on the Emrlronment 
already. Thb has got to stop! 

One d NEPA's purposes b to allow publk W d agency actbns that may advenely aec t  the environment. The 
departmenfs propawl wu ld  Impede that purpose wlth Ib overly broad use d mtegorlcrl exclusbns. Whlle mtegorlcrl 
exclusbns are useful tar exempting routlne actMLks that pose no rlsk d emrlronmentrl harm, same d the proposed 
exclusbns Involve types d actMtles that could cauae slgnlllcPnt harm. For example, constructbn d hnces and barrlers by 
the Border Patrol could Impede wlldllls mbntkn m d  degrade wlldernew values, whlle ground patrols In border ma 
could destroy or damage crltlcal hablta tar endangend specks. Some proposed cotegorlcrl exclusbns, such as logglng 
and dbposrl d haste m d  hurrdous material, should be completely abmdoned, whlle many other Items should be 
narrowcl In scope. 

Also, although I supptt the mbsbn of the Department d Homeland Securky, the breadth d the undefined crtegorles d 
Informdon that would be wlthheld from publk vkw Is a tremendous wcpmsbn d the current polley that allows only 
classllled Informltkn to be wlthheld from NEPA documents, and Is unwarranted for protecting natbnal securky. 
Informdon, such as analysb d a g u  plpellne's patantlal for leaks and explosbns, b crlllcol to the publlcls abllky to 
praded h l f  m d  should not be wlthheld. Rre propml should be more speck so a8 to mlnlmlze whhheld Informrtlan and 
mudmke transparency. 

The proposal goes wll beyond what Is n e c m r y  to protect natbnal security, and hks dastraylng the very democmtlc 
Ideals that the Department d Homeland Scrcurlty w s  crerted to protect. I urge you to llmlt the use of categodcal 
exclusbns and the wtthholdlng d Informotkn as narrowly as posslble. 

Janet glnrd 
3016 Isabel Dr 
Los Angeles, CA 900&1930 
USA 


