
August 04,2004 

bepartment of Homeland Securtty 
Envlronmental Planning, Offke of Safety and Envlronment 
Washington, D.C. 20528 

Dear Secretary Rldge and Homeland SecurHy staff, 

I oppose the Department of Homeland Securllyla current propoml tar lmplementlng the Natbnal Envlronmental Pollcy Act. 
The p r o p 1  would allow too many axclusbns from NEPA and could close OW government rcthrltks that hrvd prevkusly 
opemted In the publlc eye. 

Hannlng the envlronment Is harmlng our natbnal securtty! 

One of NEPA's purpases b to allow publlc nwlew of agency actlons that may adversely aWect the envlronment. The 
depattment's p k p l  would lmpede that purpose wlth lls k r l y  broad use & categokl  uccluslans. Whlle categorlcrl 
exeluslane am usetul tar exempting routlne 8icMle9 that pose no rbk of environmental harm, some d the propased 
ucclusbns Involve types of r c t ~ ~ e s  that could muse slgnflcant harm. For example, constructkn of hnms m d  brrrlen by 
the Barder Patrol could Impede wlldltfe mlgrptlan and degrade wilderness values, whlle ground patrols In border areas 
could destroy or damage crlllcrl habM tar endangered specks. Some proposed mtegorlml axclusbns, such as lagging 
and d k p l  of waste and hazardous material, should be completely abandoned, whlle many other Items should be 
narrawed In scope. 

The bmdth of the undefined categorbs d l~itarmatkin that would be wlthheld trom publlc vlew Is a tremendous wcpansbn 
of the current poky that allow8 only clawifled Informatbn to be wtthheld trom NEPA documenla, and b unwrrantsd tar 
protecting nrtknal securlly. Informatkn, such as analysk of a gas plpellne's potential for leaks and explosbns, b crlWcPl to 
the publlc's ablltty to protect Itself and shouhd not be wkhheld. The proposal should be more speclflc so as to mlnlmlze 
wtthheld lntarmatbn and mudmlze tnnspmncy. 

The propom1 goes well beyond what I3 necemry to protect natbnal security, and rlsks destroylng the wry democmtlc 
klerls that the Department of Homeland Sac:urlty was created to protect. I urge you to llmk the use of ategorlml 
excluslona and the wtthholdlng of Intarmatlorn as narrowly as poaslble. 

Mark Motyka 
3334 lndkn C m k  Road 
Happy Camp, CA 960349720 
USA 


