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August 09,2004 

Department of Homeland Securtty 
EnvlronmentalPlanning, Ottlce d S a w  and Einvlronment 
Washington, D.C. 20528 

Dear Secretary Rldge and Homeland Securlty hf f ,  

I oppose the Department d Homeland Securny's current proposal tor lmplementlng the Natlonal Envlronmental Pollcy Act. 
The proposal would allow too many excluslons from NEPA and could close OW government actlvltles that have prevlously 
operated In the public eye. 

One dNEPA1s purposes Is to allow publlc revlow ot agency actlons that may adversely affect the envlronment. The 
department's proposal would Impede that purpose wtth Its overly broad use d categorlcal excluslons. Whlle categorlcal 
excluslons are usdul tor exempting routlne actkttles that pose no rlsk denvlronmenbl harm, some dthe proposed 
excluslons Involve types d actlvltles that could cause slgnltlcant harm. For example, constructlon d fences and barrlers by 
the Border Patrol could Impede wlldllte mlgmtlnn and degrade wilderness values, whlle ground patrols In border areas 
could destroy or damage crttlcal habttat for endangered specles. Some proposed categorlcal excluslons, such as logglng 
and dlsposal dwaste and hazardous material, should be completely abandoned, whlle many other Items should be 
narrowed In scope. 

Also, although Isupport the mlsslon dthe Department d Homeland Securlty, the breadth dthe undetlned categories of 
lntormatlon that would be wlthheld from publk vlew Is a tremendous expanslon ot the current poky that allows only 
classmed lntormatlon to be wlthheld from NEPA documents, and Is unwarranted tor protecting natlonal securtty. 
Intormath, such as analysls ofa gas plpellnels potentkl tor leaks and exploslans, Is crltlcal to the publlc's oblllty to 
protect bel t  and should not be wlthheld. The proposal should be more specltlc so as to mlnlmlze wkhheld Information and 
maxlmlze transparency. 

The proposal goes well beyond what Is necessary to protect natlonal securlty, and rlsks destroying the very democratic 
Ideals that the Department dHomeland Securlty was created to protect. I urge you to llmlt the use d categorlcal 
excluslons and the wlthholdlng d lntormatlon as narrowly as possible. 

Ido not want your to take actkn whlch harms us In the name dttsecurlty" as I am sure you know your department Is In 
essence a fraud. 

Phlllp Combs 
1730 7th Street 
Berkeley, CA 94710-1834 
USA 


