August 05. 2004

Department of Homeland Security )
Envi ronnent al Pl anni n%. Ofice of Safety and Environment
Véshi ngton. D. C. 2052

Dear Secretary R dge and Horel and Security staff,

As a voting Republican, | oRpose t he DeE%rt_ment of Homeland Security's current
proposal for inplenenting the National vi ronmental Policy Act. Thé proposal
would al | ow too nany exclusions from NEPA and coul d cl ose off gover nnent
activities that have previously operated in the public eye.

One of NEPA's purposes is to allow ﬁubl icreviewod agency actions that na
adversel y affect the environnment. The department's proposal would impede that

p e with its overl¥ broad use of categorical exclusions. Vhile cat egon cal
exclusions are useful Tor exenpting routine activities that pose no risk of
environnental harm, some of the proposed exclusions involve types of activities
that coul d cause si 8n| ficant harm For exanple, construction f ences and
barriers by the Border Patrol could inmpede wildlife mgration and degrade

Wi | derness val ues, while ground patrols in border areas coul d destroy or damage
critical habitat for endangered speci es. Some proposed categorical eXxcl usions,
such as | oggi ng and di sposal d waste and hazardous naterial, should be

conpl et el y abandoned, ile many other itens should be narrowed in scope.

Also. although | support the nmission o the Departnent of Honel and Security, the
breadth o the undefined categories of information that woul d be withheld from
public view is a tremendous expansion o the current policy that allows only
classified information to be wthheld from NEPA docurents, and is unwarranted for
protecting national security. Information, such as analysis of a gas_ pi peline's
potential for |eaks and explosions, is critical to the public's ability to
protect itself and should not be wthheld. The proposal shoul d be more specific
so as to mninze wthhel d information and naxi m ze transparency.

The proposal goes vell beyond what is necessary to protect national security. and
ri sks destroying the very democratic ideal s that the Departnent of Honel an
Security was created to protect. | urge you to limt the use o categorical

excl usions and the withhol ding of infornation as narrowly as possible.

Sincerely,
Patrici a Rossi

1 Maplewood Drive
LLEX\ittmm' PA 19056- 1016



