
Environmental Planning 
OfIlce of Safety and Environment 
Management Diredorate 
Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, D.C. 20528 

JMir Sir or Madam, 

I am writing to oppose the National Homeland Security's proposed directive, "Environmental 
Planning Program", that exempts the Federal Emergency Mauagement Agency, Coast Guard, 
Border Patrol, and more than a dozen others - from environmentat reflations, rwiew and 
assessments of their opentiam. 

"The DHS directive raises major questions about the fine h e  between protecting national 
security and jeopardhip public and cnvironmcntal safety," said Brian Segee, associate cuunsel 
for D e f c n h  of Wildlife, a d d q  that the Bush administration i s  using fear tactics to roU baok 
protections pwely far the sake of cutting o m r s .  "We're all for expediency and keeping secrets 
when it's necessary, but if our govemrnent refUses to tell us that there is hazardous waste in out 
backyard, or that environmentd damage is occurring on our public lands, are we truly safer as a 
nation?" 

Is FEMA really hampered by having to propdy dispose of its trash? Does the Border Patrol 
really need to be able to secretly blaze roads through national forests for the sake of our security7 
Will we be safer if the fkds log more trees or spray more pesticides? Is any of this really going to 
prevent terrorist attacks an America7 

I don't think so. We can be strong and sensible at the same time. 

Thanks, 
S d  Webb 
51 l W. 12& St. 
Cedar Falls, Iowa SO6 13 


