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Fact Sheet 
 
What are Special Event Assessment Rating (SEAR) Events? 
 
SEAR events are voluntarily submitted special events, which are sent to the Department of 
Homeland Security’s (DHS) Office of Operations Coordination (OPS) by state, local, and federal 
officials for a risk assessment.  Examples of submitted events have included the Super Bowl, 
Indianapolis 500, and the Kentucky Derby.  OPS applies a risk-based methodology to all 
submitted events and assigns them a SEAR rating. This methodology considers the threat, 
vulnerability, and consequences for each event.   
 
Submitted events may receive one of the following SEAR ratings: 
 

Level Description 
1 Significant events with national and/or international importance that require 

extensive federal interagency support.   
2 Significant events with national and/or international importance that may 

require some level of federal interagency support. 
3 Events of national and/or international importance that require only limited 

federal support. 
4 Events with limited national importance that are managed at the state and 

local levels. 
5 Events that may be nationally recognized but generally have local or state 

importance. 
 
What role does the federal government play for these events? 
 
The federal government assists and supports state and local officials in filling local capability 
shortfalls, thus helping to assure a safe and secure event.  For past SEAR events, this assistance 
has included: 
 

• Explosive detection canine teams; 
• Cyber risk assessments; 
• Venue screening and field intelligence teams; and 
• Air security and tactical operations support 

The Secretary of Homeland Security appoints a Federal Coordination Team for all SEAR 1 and 
select SEAR 2 events.  The mission of this team is to support local officials and assist them in 
accessing capabilities that are otherwise unavailable to them.  

https://www.dhs.gov/office-operations-coordination
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The Federal Coordination Team, consisting of the Secretary’s personal representatives for the 
event, liaises and consults with state and local authorities on their event security and response 
plans; ensures appropriate and coordinated federal support in response to federal-to-federal, 
state, and local requests for assistance; and maintains situational awareness of the event 
throughout the planning and execution phases. 
 
I am a state/local homeland security official and would like to submit or view SEAR events in 
my area.  How can I do this? 
 
OPS issues a voluntary annual data call for SEAR events.  Please contact us at 
OPS.SEWGDATACALL@hq.dhs.gov or 202-282-9217 for additional information regarding your 
state or locality’s SEAR event submissions.   
 
Congressional inquiries regarding the Special Events program can be directed to the 
Department’s Office of Legislative Affairs at CongresstoDHS@hq.dhs.gov or 202-447-5890. 
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