August 08, 2004

of Homeland Sacurity
Environmenta! Planning, Office of Sefety and Envionment
Washington, D.C. 20028

Dear Secretary Rkige and Homeland Securlty staff,

| oppess the Department of Homeland Securty's current praposal for implementing the Netional Environmental Policy Act.
There is no viabie resson why any govemment entity should be aliowed to skirt established laws.

‘The current proposel £ expand categorical exciusions appears to be an ettempt to get around the law. The fact that
logging and hazardous waste are Included among the propased exciusions ere proof.

Additionally, the public review of agency actions is imperative. Transparancy is key for the govemment to be trusted,
especially when & comes to our natural resources. This is not a call to reiease classified meterial, but rether to leave the
reat slone. There is no justifable reeson to remove addition activities from the public view I those activities are lawful and
ethicel.

The propesel goes well beyond what is necessaery to protect netional security, and risks destroying the very democratic
Ideais that the Department of Homelend Security was created to protect. | urge you to limkt the use of categorical
exciusions and the withhaiding of information &8 namowly as possible.

Sincarely,

Katle McCarthy



