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The Deparrment of Homeland Securisy's (DHS) proposed dirsctive regarsing
implementation of the Natiocnal Esvironmental Policy Act (NEPA! would
erode the enviionmental protection policies as well a3 curtell public
participation and disclosuze provisions currently resguired by NEBA,
Changes To the dirsccive are needed to ensurze citizens and policymakers
are fully informed of potential healsh and asfevy issues that could
sffect vheizr guelity of life as well as viabilivy of wildlife habivec.
Piesse strike the language thar would silow f£or the broad use of
categorical sxclusions and eliminate the provision that would allow for
the withholding of NEBA documents as classified or protected
information.,

Categorical exclusions {CEs) under NEPA are for sctivities that by theix
neture 496 not impsact the environmenz. DHS's propossl, however, would
give CE scatus to sctivities that can have significant adverse effects
on cthe environment and communities, such as waste disposal; emergency
response training; aizcraft operations: parriers and fences: remote
video surveillance; and logging. Public review of these and other
sctivicies should oegur before these activities proceed in order to
determine their povencial adverse impacts. They should not, as DHS
proposes, be removed completely from the review and public participation
that KEPA regquires,

Sincezely,

Stuazrt Holoman



