
Chart 1. Legal Immigration: Fiscal Years 1901-2000
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APPENDIX

Notes on Data

Terms and definitions— Legal immigrants according
to immigration law are persons lawfully admitted for
permanent residence in the United States.  Other
terms used in INS reports to refer to legal immigrants
include: aliens who were granted legal permanent 
residence; aliens admitted for legal permanent 
residence; immigrants admitted; and admissions.  

There are two basic administrative paths open to
aliens wishing to become legal permanent residents
depending on their residence at the time of 
application.  Aliens living abroad apply for an 
immigrant visa at a consular office of the Department
of State.  Once issued a visa, they may enter the
United States.  They are granted legal permanent 
residence at the time they pass through the port of
entry.  Aliens already living in the United States,
including certain undocumented immigrants,
temporary workers, foreign students, and refugees,
become legal immigrants by filing an application with
the INS for adjustment of status to legal permanent
residence.  Adjustment of status applicants are 
granted legal permanent residence at the time their 
applications are approved.  New legal immigrants are
automatically authorized to work.  They should
receive alien registration cards (“green cards”) within
several weeks of becoming legal permanent residents,
but in recent years this process has sometimes taken
longer.

Data quality— Most immigrant records for fiscal
year 2000 were identified in CLAIMS based on the
date of approval for legal permanent residence.  For
certain categories of immigrants, including refugees,
asylees, and those granted cancellation of removal,
CLAIMS does not store the approval date so 

HIGHLIGHTS

È The number of persons granted legal 
permanent residence in the U.S. increased to 
849,807 in fiscal year 2000 from 646,568 in 
fiscal year 1999 (see Chart 1).  This increase 
of just over 200,000 was concentrated almost 
entirely among adjustments of status and 
reflects efforts to address the application 
backlog at INS.  At the end of fiscal year 
2000, there were 1 million adjustment of 
status cases pending a decision. 

È Sixty-nine percent of all legal immigrants in 
2000 were family sponsored, 13 percent were 
employment preferences, and 8 percent were 
refugees or asylees (see Table 1). The increase
in legal immigration between 1999 and 2000 
was greatest among spouses of U.S. citizens,
employment preference immigrants, refugees,
and NACARA (Section 202 of the Nicaraguan
Adjustment and Central American Relief Act 
of 1997) immigrants. Most applications in 
these categories (all applications for refugees 
and NACARA) are adjustments of status. 

È In 2000, as in 1999, the leading countries of 
origin for legal immigrants were: Mexico 
(173,919), the People’s Republic of China 
(45,652), the Philippines (42,474), India 
(42,046), and Vietnam (26,747) (see Table 2). 
These five countries represented 39 percent 
of all immigrants in 2000.

È The primary destination states for legal 
immigrants in 2000, as in every year since 
1971, were California (217,753), New York 
(106,061), Florida (98,391), Texas (63,840),
New Jersey (40,013), and Illinois (36,180) 
(see Table 3).  These six states accounted for 
66 percent of all legal immigrants in 2000.
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