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NEWS REL EASE SUMMARY - March 9,2006
United States Attorney Carol C. Lam announced today the unseding of an 8—count indictment

charging Mario Alvarez and Samuel McClaren, Uited States Supervisory Border Patrol Agents, with
conspiracy to smuggl e aliensfor financial gain, conspiracy to commit bribery, bribery, fdse satement,
smugglingdiensforfinancid gain, fili ngafalsetax return,and crimind forfeiture. Also today, agentsof the
Department of Homeland Security, Office of the Inspector General, and agents of the Internal Revenue
Service arrested Alvarez and McClaren ont he chargescontained in theindictment,

The indictment alleges that the defendants received cash bribes of approximately $300,000 from
membersof an dien smuggling organization for theagents participation in alien Snuggl i ng activity inthe
El Centro Border Patrol Sector, Specifically, theindictment charges that the defendants, who wereassgned
to the Mexican Liaison Unit in El Centro and assigned to administer the Guide I dentification Prosecution
Program (“GIPP”), ulafuly reessed or facilitated the unlawful release of numerous previoudy
apprehended illegal a i ens from the custody and control of Customsand Border Protection, Department of
Homeand Scurity, and returned the illegal diens to members of the alien smuggling organization in

exchangefor cash payments.
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the United States Border Patrol worksin conjunction with Mexico's Attorney Generd's office to prosecute
aliensmugglers. Under GIPP, aliensmugglerswhoarenot prosecutedin theUnited Statesareto bedeported
and removed to Mexico for prosecution by the Mexican authorities.

Additionaly, theindictmentalleges that thedefendantsunlawfully rel easedor facilitated theunlawful
rel easeof previoudy apprehended membersaf thealien smugglingorganization,al soillegal aliens, framthe
custody of the Department of Homeland Security inexchangefor cash payments. |n oneinstance described
in the indictment the defendants transported a member of the alien smuggling organization in a US
governmentvehiclefrom the Immigrationand Gist ons Enforcement ServiceProcessingCenterin E Centro,
Cdifornia, to the Wa-Mart parking ot in Caexico, California, where this individual vas released in
exchangefor acash payment of approximately $6,000.00.

United States Attorney Lam said, " Therecan be no pursuit of justicewhereour law enforcement
agentsarecorrupt. If thedefendantshave chosen thispath, they will face the consequences.”

Richard L. Skinner, |nspector General of theUS Department of Homeland Security( OHS)
Officed Inspector Genera (OIG) said, "TheU.S. Customsand Border Protection (CBP) iscomprised of
many dedicated men and women who W K to protect our bordersand our national security. Thealeged
conduct of these two CBP Border Patrol agentsis serious and disturbing. We remain committed to
working with our internal and external partners to aggressively investigateall alegationsof corruptionto
protect our bordersand theintegrity of DHS personnel, programs, and operations,”

KennethJ. Hines, Specia Agentin Charge, IRS Criminal Investigation, San Diego Field Office
stated, "When corruption along our border involvesU,S, law enforcement officials, it rocks t he core and
integrity of thelaw enforcement community as awhole. Internal Revenue Service, Crimina Investigation
Specia Agentswill utilizetheir financial expertiseto weed out those who disregard their oath to protect
and defend the American publicfor persona financid gain,”

Cal L. McClafferty, Chief Patrol Agent, U S Border Patrol, El Centro Sector stated, "' Activity
such as what ischargedin theindictment is not indicativeof the Department of Homeland Security or the
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theirliveson thelinein defensedf their country 24 hours aday, 7 daysaweek. TheU.S. Border Patrol
& well astherest o the Department of Homeand Security will not tolerateany such crimina behavior
on behalf of any of itspersonnd.”

“Law enforcement officers are held to a higher standard,” commented Daniel R. Dzwilewski,
Special Agent i n Charge, Federd Bur eau of Investigation. " Theagentsarrested today, who are supposed
to represent the very best, epitomizethe very wordt. Thesemen, however, do not embody themorasand
valuesof the Border Patrol; an agency Vith outstanding men and women who work to keep our borders

safefrom terrorismand crimeevery day."

DEFENDANTS Case Number: 06CR0466-JAH
Mario Alvarez Age 44 Imperial, Cdlifornia
Samuel Mc¢Claren Age 43 Imperial, Cdifornia
SUMMARY OF CHARGES

Title 18, United States Code, Section 371 and Title 8, United States Code, Section 1324(a)(2)(B)(ii) -
Conspiracy toBring in lllegal Aliensfor Financial Gain; Title18, Wited States Code, Sections 371 and
201(b)(2)(A) - Conspiracy to Commit Bribery; Title 18, United States Gde, Section 201(b)(2)(A) -
Bribery; Title 18, United States Code, Section 1001(a)(3) - False Statement; Title 18, United StatesCode,
Section 2 - Aiding and Abetting; Title 8, United States Code, Section 1324(a)(2)(B)(ii) - Bringin lllegd
Aliens for Financid G n; Title 26, United States Code, Section 7206(1) - Filing False Tax Return
Title18, Wited Sates Code, Secti on 982(a)(6) - Criminal Forfeiture

AGENCIES

Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector Genera
Internal RevenueService, Criminal Investigation
Department of Homeland Security, |mmigration and Customs Enforcement

U S Border Patrol
Federa Bureau of |nvestigation

An Indictment itself isnot evidencethat the defendants committed the crimes charged. The
defendantsar e presumed innocent until the Government Nt s itsburden i court of proving guilt
beyond areasonabledoubt.
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