
Chairman Peter Yucupicio 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe 

U.S. D~partmcrnr of Homeland S«uritv 
Washington. DC 20229 

U.S. Custom s and 
Border Protection 

Attn: Ms. Amalia Reyes, Language and Cultural Preservation Specialist 
7474 South Camino de Oeste 
Tucson, Arizona 85746 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBlnet Ajo·l Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. Arizona 

Chairman Yucupicio: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September II, 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; aod technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border. within the Tucson 
Sector, Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour. year-round surveiUaoce capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identifY and classify iUcgal emry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from tllis technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (1\'EPA) of I 969 as amended (42 United State Code 432 I, et seq.), the Council 
on Environmental Quality"s NEPA implementing regulation.~ at 40 Code C>f"Federal 
Regulations Part I 500 et seq., and tlw U.S. Department of Homeland Sccurity"s 
Managemelll Directive 023-01. Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public proces~. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submitting your comments, please include name and address. 
and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them, cao be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBlnc/ Program Management Office. 1901 S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090. Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761 -8077. Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions. 
please contact Ms. Patterson v1a E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

f) ].t Lt 'H 't "({ 

t./ James Riordan 
Executive Program Director. SBlne/ 

Enclosure(s) 
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President Diane Enos 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 

U.S. OtpltlmtnC or Homtland Sftvrify 
Wothla&t011. DC 20229 

U.S. Customs a nd 
Border Protection 

Attn: Mr. Dan Daggett, Cultural Programs Supervisor or Ms. Dezbah Hutathli 
I 0005 East Osborn Road 
Scottsdale. Am~ona 85256 

SUBJECT: Dmft Em1ronmental Assessment Md Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBiner Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility. U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. Arizona 

President Enos: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. Tho 30-day 
review period begins on September l I, 2009 and ends on October l 0. 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction. operation. and 
maintenance of sensor and commumcation towers: vehicles: supporting infrastructure 
components: and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
appro:<imately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed A chon). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of secunng the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surverllance cnpabiliry via serrsors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agt.'llts to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate infonnation from this technology. USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliliJlcc with prov1sions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321. et seq.), the Council 
on l;nvironmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Pan 1500 et seq .. and the L.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Ma11ageme111 Directive 013-01. Enl"ironmelllal Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation 111 th1s public process. Comments must be rcce1vcd by 
October 10,2009. When submitung your comments. please include name and address, 
and identify comments as intended for the AJ0-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them. can be submiuocl by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security. SBiner Program Management Office. 190 I S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions. 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely. 

t1 't tl~. J\..\,'l. <d 
1 James Riordan 

1 Exccuuve Program Director. SBiner 

Enclosurc(s) 
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Chairperson Wendsler Nosie 
San Carlos Apache Tribe 
Attn: Ms. Vcmelda Grant. THPO 
Historic Preservation & Archaeology Department 
San Carlos A venue 
San Carlos, Arizona 85550 

U.S. Dtp1nmeno or HomdAnd Stcurll)' 
W•shlogton. DC 202Z9 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding ofNo Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBinet Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station ' s Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Chairperson Nosie: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September 1 I, 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction. operation. and 
maintenance of sensor and cornmwucation 10wcrs; vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector, Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, ct seq.), the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 ct seq., and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-0/, Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address, 
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and identify comments as Intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and ProposefONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents. or questions about them, can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA. U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBlner Program \lfanagement Office. 190 I S. Bell 
Street. Room 7-090. Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. Lf you have any questions. 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

11\(t~, '1 
,v James RIOrdan 
l Executive Program Director. SBinet 

Enclosurc(s) 
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Chrurman Ned ~orris 
Tohono O'odham Nauon 
Attn: Mr. Peter Steere, Cultural Affairs Program Manager 
Main Tribal Building Business Loop 
Sells, Arizona 85634 

li.S. Dtpurm~ol of tfomrlaJtd S«arll)' 
w .. bla&toa. oc zom 

U.S. Customs a nd 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBlnet Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibilit). U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. Arizona 

Chairman 'loms: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. TI1e 30-day 
review period begins on September II, 2009 and ends on October 10,2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection {CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting. construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles: supportmg mfrastructure 
components: and technological improvements to e~isting facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.SJ Mexico mtemational border, withm the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. TI1is u:chnology 
provides 24-hour. year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border contmuously. enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect. identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology. USBP agents have more 
options about how and \\hen they will respond tO meursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the Nahonal EnVlronmenral 
Polley Act {NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 Unucd State Code 4321. ct seq.). the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at40 Code of federal 
Regulations Part 1500 ct seq .. ru1d the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-01. Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP imites your pantctpatton LD this public process. Comments must be received by 
October 10. 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address. 
and identify comments as mtended for the AJ0-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents. or questions about them. can be submincd by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.go' 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Pauerson, RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Securily, SBiner Program Management Office, 190 I S. BcU 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fa'< to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: 'vir. Howard ~'-:ass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

I I Llv\...L'/J 1 
l;l James Riordan 
l Executive Program Director, SBinel 

Enclosure(s) 
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Chaim1an Ronnie Lupe 
White Mountain Apache Tribe 
Attn: Mr. Mark Atalha, THPO 
White Mountain Apache Tribe Histone Preservation Office 
202 East Walnut Street 
Whltcri ver. Arizona 85941 

U.S. Otpartmear of Homtl•nd ~·arlty 
Wuhlo&loo, DC 20229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Sigmficant 
Impact for the Proposed SBinet Ajo-1 Tower ProjecL Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. Arizona 

Chaim1an Lupe: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September II, 2009 and ends on October I 0. 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identifY and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technolog~cal improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border. within the Tucson 
Sector. Ari/.ona (the Proposed Acuoo). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action IS to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in the1r mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect. identify (Uld classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate infonnation from this technology. USBP agents have more 
opuons nbout how and when they will respond to incurs10ns. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Pohcy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321. ct seq.), the Council 
on Environmental Quality· s XEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
\/onogement Directil'e 023-()/, Ennronmemol Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in th1~ public process. Comments must be received by 
October 10, 2009. When subm1tting your comments, please include name and address. 

BW1 FOIA CBP 002817



and idenufy comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or qucsti\ms about them, can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.go" 
(b) By mail to: M.s. Patience E. Patterson. RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security. SBlner Program Management Office, 190 I S. Bell 
Street. Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fa.x to: (225) 761-8077. Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is l:.'reatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely. 

• 1 James R1ordan 
~ Executive Program Director, SBlnel 

Enclosurc(s) 
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Chairman Jose Verlon 
Tobono O'odham Nation 
Tohono O'odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells. Arizona 85634 

U.S. Dtpartment or Homoland Socurft)' 
Washington, DC 20219 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBlnel Ajo-1 Tower Projecl Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arir_ana 

Chairman Verlon: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September L I, 2009 and ends on October 10.2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated \vith the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and commumcat:Jon towers; vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components: and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S.fMcxico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector, Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour. year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identizy and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321. et seq.), the Council 
on Environmcmal Quality' s NEP A implememing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-01, Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Co=ents must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submitting your comments, please include name and address. 
and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Co=ents on the enclosed documents . or questions about them. can be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@,cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By rnaal to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA. U.S. Dcpanment of 

Homeland Security, SB!ne1 Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077. Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have anyqucsuons. 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

. 
"\ \ . I ' l..{ '.. ( 

-V James Riordan 
\.; Executive Program Director. SBinc!l 

Enclosure(s) 
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Chairwoman Marla Henry 
Tohono O'odham Nation 
Tohono O'odha.m Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells. Arizona 85634 

U.S. Dt"partmt.nl or Homtland S«urhy 
W"'hlogton, DC 202Z9 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SB!nei Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station· s Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Chairwoman Henry: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September II. 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to idemify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction. operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mcx.ico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round sun•eillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology. USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they \viii respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, ct seq.), the Council 
on Envrronmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-01. Environmelllal Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in tllis public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address, 
and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents. or questions about them. can be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA. U.S. Department of 

llomeland Security, SB Ina/ Program Management Office, 190 I S. Bell 
Street. Room 7-090, Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions. 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

111.1L u\n{ 

t James Riordan 
Executive Program Director, SB!J1e1 

Enclosure(s) 
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Chairwoman Geneva Ramon 
Tohono O'odham Nation 
Tohono O"odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells, Arizona 85634 

U.S. D•partm<ot or Homdaod Socurloy 
Wuhlngton, DC 20229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBlnet Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Chairwoman Ramon: 

Enclosed for your review and comment i.s the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September II. 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mex.ico international border. within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most effit-'ient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attemptS into the United 
States. With the accurate information ti-om this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft .EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, ct seq.). the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 ct seq., and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-01. Environmemal Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. V.'hen submitting your comments. please include name and address, 
and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them, can be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA. U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBlnet Program Management Office, 190 I S. Bell 
StrceL Room 7-090. Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077. Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. lf you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Pauerson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

()1/( d."( y 
~I James Riordan 
lJ Executive Program Director, SB1net 

Enclosurc(s) 
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Director Sclso Villegas 
Tohono O'odham Nation 
Department of Natural Resources 
Tohono O'odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells. Arizona 85634 

U.S. Ot-partmtnl o! Homt11od S«urity 
Washington, DC 20229 

V.S. Customs an d 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmemal Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBinel Ajo-1 Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Director Villegas: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced documenL The 30-day 
review period begins on September II. 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed s iting, construction. operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border. within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour. year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system ihat monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into ihe United 
States. With the accurate information from ihis technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions ofihe National Envi ronmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, et seq.), the Counci l 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA iruplcmcn£ing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq., and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-01. Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October 10, 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address. 
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and tdcntify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them. can be submiued by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@,cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBiner Program Managen1ent Office, 1901 S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077. Allention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions. 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Smcerely, 

) '-t t.j 

James Riordan 
Executive Program Director. SBine1 

Enclosure(s) 
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Karen Howe 
Ecologist Tohono O'odharn Nation 
Wildlife and Vegetation Management 
Tohono O'odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells. Arizona 85634 

U.S. Dcpartmtnl of!lomelaod 5«-urltv 
Wub!nglon. DC 20229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding ofNo Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBinet Ajo-1 Tower Project, Ajo Station· s Area 
of Responsibility. U.S. Border Pa1rol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Ms. Howe: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced documcnL The 30-day 
review period begins on September 11, 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CB P) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction. operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles; supporting in!Tastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border. within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

1l1e purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information &om this technology. USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they wil l respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, ct seq.), the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq., and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Managemelll Directive 023-0 I. Environmental Plmming Program. 

CBP invites your participalion in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October 10.2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address, 
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and identify comments as intended for the A;o-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them, can be submiucd by: 

(a) E-mai l to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBiner Program Management Office. 1901 S. Bell 
Street. Room 7-090. Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fa;~ to: (225) 761 -8077. Attention: \1r. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attcnuon to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions. 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

·'IJ J l t. ,J.,t..( y 

James Riordan 
Executive Program Director. SBinet 

Enclosure(s) 
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Manager Peter Steere 
Tohono O'odham Nation 
Cultural Affairs Office 
Tohono O'odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells. Arizona 85634 

U.S. Otpartmcnr ot Homeland SKuriry 
Washiogtoo, DC 10119 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBinet Ajo-1 Tower ProjecL Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Mr. Steere: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September I I. 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identifY and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles; suppo1ting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border. within the Tucson 
Sector, Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The plliJlOSe of tl1e Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identifY and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321. et seq.), the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq., and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-01, Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submitting your comment~. please include name and address, 
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and idcnti fy comments as intended for the AJO·I Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents. or questions about them. can be submiued by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@.cbp.dhs.go\ 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Paticrson. RPA. U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBiner Program Management Office. 1901 S. Bell 
Street. Room 7-090. Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077. Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mai l or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

n i-. if 
James Riordan 
Exccuuvc Program Director, SBlner 

Enclosurc(s) 
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Cindy Alvarez 
Acting Tucson Field Supervisor 
Bureau of Land Management. U.S. Department of Interior 
12661 East Broadway 
Tucson, Arizona 85748 

U.S . .Otpartment of Homtland S«urUy 
Wuhlng<on, DC 10229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Signi licant 
Impact for the Proposed SBlnet Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station 's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Ms. Alvarez: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above reference-d document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September II. 2009 and ends on October 10. 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation. and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components: and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30milcs of the U.S./Mcxico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capabi lity via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect. identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of l969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, et seq.), the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at40 Code of-Federal 
Regulations Part I 500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department ofi-Jomeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-0 1. Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0. 2009. When submitting your comments, p lease include name and address, 
and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on U1e enclosed documents, or questions about them, can be submit1ed by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBlnet Program Management Office, 190 I S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. lfyou have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

n1u ... 1.. r-1-< ~,..~ 
James Riordan 
Executive Program Director, SBlnet 

Enclosure(s) 
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Tammy Whittington 
Deputy Division Chief 
Environmental Quality Division National Park Service 
PO Box 25287 Denver. CO 80225 

u.s. l>tportnttDI or llomti.LIId Suurlcy 
Wublo&<on. DC 20ZZ9 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBlnet Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility. U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Ms. Whittington: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September II. 2009 and ends on October I 0. 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) bas prepared the draft EA to identify and a~sess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and teclmological improvements to exlsting facilities tor CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border. within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

l11e purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a coODlland 
and control system that monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, et seq.). the Council 
on Environmental Quality's N EPA implemenLing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-01, Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submitting your coDDllcnts, please include name and address. 
and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSl. 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them, can be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA, U.S. Department of 

llomcland Security. SB!net Program Management Office. 190 l S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt altention to this request is great I y appreciated. If you have any questions. 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely. 

fl \ "'\.. 'f-\r{: n 
~,,... James Riordan 

Executive Program Director. SBlnet 

Enclosure(s) 
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Terri Rami 
District Manager. Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Phoenix District 
21604 North 7th A venue 
Phoenix, Arizona 85021 

U.S. Dtpartmtnl or Homtland Stcuril) 
Wublngton, DC 20229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
lmpact for the Proposed SB.lnel Ajo-1 Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Ms. Ran1i: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September 11,2009 and ends on October 10.2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction. operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components: and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector, Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
persormcl to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-bour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate infom1ation from this technology. USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321. et seq.). the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 ct seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Direcu've 023-IJJ. Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address, 
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and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONS l. 
Commenls on Lhe enclosed docwncnts, or questions about Lhcm, can be submifled by: 

(a) E-mailro: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By maillo: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBIJJe/ Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 
Street. Room 7-090. Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761 -8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt atleotion to this request is greatly appreciated. lf you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

tY\ (t-V\-lA'a' 
James Riordan 
Executive Program Director. SBinat 

Enclosure(s) 
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Curt McCasland 
Refuge Manager 
Cabcza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge 
1611 North Second Avenue 
Ajo. Arizona 8532 I 

U.S. Department or Homeland S..urlt) 
Washington, DC l0Z29 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBIMI Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. Arizona 

Mr. McCasland: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September I 1, 2009 and ends on October 10.2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation. and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological in1provements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector, Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
perso1111el to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect. identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology, VSBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

TI1e draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, ct seq.), the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Pan I 500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Managemem Directive 023-01, Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Commcms must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submjtting your comments, please include name and address, 
and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents. or questions about them, can be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA. U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBlnet Program Management Office, 190 I S. BeU 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address Listed above. 

Sincerely. 

·-n, tl-~\~-t ~ 
' ~ James Rjordan 

"'\; Executive Program Di rector, SBlnet 

Enclosurc(s) 
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Commissioner Carlos Marin 
International Boundary and Water Commission 
U.S. Section 
4 I 7 l North Mesa 
Suite C-100 
El Paso, Texas 79902-I 441 

U.S. OtpaTUDtat or Homeland S«urit)' 
Wublngton, DC 20229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBlnet Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Commissioner Marin: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begil1s on September 11. 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation. and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate infonnation from this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and wben they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance \vith provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Codc4321, ct seq.), the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq., and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-01. Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your part-icipation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address, 
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and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSJ. 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them. can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RP A. U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security. SBlner Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090. Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077. Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

!'f\ .t \.J..AJ.tk ~ 
-1'1 James Riordan 
\i Executive Program Director, SBlner 

Enclosure(s) 
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Richard E. Peace 
Division Engineer. International Boundary and Water Commission 
U.S. Section, Operations and Maintenance Division 
4171 North Mesa 
Building C, Suite 310 
El Paso, Texas 79902 

U.S. Departmt:Dt of Homt:laad Sf.c:ouril') 
Woshlngtoo. OC 20ZZ9 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBlne1 Ajo- 1 Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Mr. Peace: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document The 30-day 
review period begins on September II. 2009 and ends on October 10,2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated wir.b the proposed siting, construction. operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S.fMexico international border, wiUtin the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most cfficiellt technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they wi II respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended ( 42 United State Code 4321, et seq.), the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 ct seq., and the U.S. Depanment of Homeland Security's 
Management Direclive 023-01. Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0. 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address. 
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and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Dral'i EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents. or questions about them, can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBinet Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761 -8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

' \'\\GA. t-.1{ 0 
James Riordan 
Executive Program Director, SBlnet 

Enclosure(s) 
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Lee Baiza 
National Park Service 
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monwtlent 
I 0 Organ Pipe Drive 
Ajo. Arizona 8532 I 

U.S. Dtparlmcnc of Romeha.nd Stcuti[}' 
Wubln~~ton, DC 20229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Lmpact for the Proposed SBlner Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibi lity. U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. Arizona 

Mr. Baiza: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September I I, 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles: supporting infrastn.1cture 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detc~t, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from tlus technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and wben they wiU respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, et seq.), the Council 
on Environmcmal Quality's !\'EPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 cl seq., and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-01, Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October 10, 2009. When submitting your comments, please include name and address, 
and identify conunents as intended for the Ajo- I Draft EA and Propose FONSl. 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them, can be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RP A, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBinet Program Management Office, 190 l S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. lf you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

• 11 '\. ffi\A.L 111\ 
W James Riordan 
\.) Executive Program Director, SBlnet 

Enclosure(s) 
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Kyru A. Hall 
General Superintendent. National Park Service 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Coronado National Memorial, Southeast Arizona Group 
410 I East Montezuma Canyon Road 
Hereford. Arizona 85615 

U.S. Department of Homeland S«udr)' 
WJUblngton. DC 20129 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBlner Ajo-1 Tower Project, Ajo Station· s Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Ms. Hall: 

Enclosed for your review and conunent is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September II. 2009 and ends on October I 0. 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the drnft EA to identifY and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction. operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles: supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mcxioo international border, within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour. year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this teclmology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National EnvironmemaJ 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as an1ended ( 42 United State Code 4321, et seq.), the Cow1cil 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of federal 
Regulations Part 1500 ct seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management DirccJivc 023-01, Environnumral Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submitting your comments, please include name and address, 
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and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-l Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them, can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBine/ Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely. 

ff\ , l CVfJ..,·~ 
~d James Riordan 
V Executive Program Director, SBlne/ 

Enclosure(s) 

BW1 FOIA CBP 002846



Mrujorie Blaine 
Senior Project Manager, U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers 
Los Angeles District, Arizona Regulatory Branch 
5205 Easet Comanche Street 
Tucson. Arizona 85707 

U.S. Otpartment of Homt11nd Sct!urit) 
Wa•hlnKfon, DC 10229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBinet Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Ms. Blaine: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September I I, 2009 and ends on October I 0. 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mcxico international border, wiihinlhc Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the must efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. TI1is technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect. identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they wi.ll respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of I 969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, et seq.). the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department or Homeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-01. Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October 10. 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address. 

BW1 FOIA CBP 002847



and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSL 
Comments on the enclosed docwnents, or questions about them, can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBTnet Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. lfyou have any questions, 
plea~e contact Ms. Patterson via E-mall or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely. 

11\ Ll..\:'1\ . ...,-i-'6 
J{.' James Riordan 

\, Executive Prognrm Director. SB!net 

Enclosure(s) 
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Colonel Thomas H. Magness 
U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers 
Los Angeles District 
915 Wilshire Boulevard 
Suite 980 
Los Angeles. California 90017 

U.S. Otpan:mtnt or Homdand S«uril)• 
Washington, DC 20229 

~IJT4-e.; 
.. ~ U.S. Customs and 
~- Border Protection 

~<.i.ltn to'~ 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBlnet Ajo· l Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Colonel Magness: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September 11. 2009 and ends on October I 0. 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
1he pmemial impac1s associarcd with the proposed siting, construction. operation. and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing faci1it;es for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect. identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

TI1e draft EA was prepared io compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, et seq.). the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq., and 1he U.S. Department of Homeland Security' s 
Managemellf Directive 023-01, Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0. 2009. When submitting your comments, p lease include name and address, 
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and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSJ. 
Comments on the enclosed documents. or questions about them, can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBlnet Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 
Street. Room 7-090, Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077. Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions. 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

\.1 James Riordan 
'0 Executive Program Director. SB!net 

Enclosure(s) 
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Eli Curiel 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Coronado National Forest 
300 West Congress 
Tucson, Arizona 8570 I 

U.S. O.partmtn< Of llomdAnd Stcuricy 
Wuhlngcon, DC 20129 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SB1ner Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station· s Area 
of Responsibility. U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Mr. Curiel: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September 11 , 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting. construction, operation. and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles; supporting inrrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S.fMexico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector, Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Propostxl Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate infonnation from this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when tbey wi II respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) or 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321. ct seq.), the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Manage.menc Direcfive 023-01, Environmenral Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in tltis public process. Comments must be received by 
October 10. 2009. When submitting your comments, please include name and address. 
and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed docUI11ents. or questions about them, can be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gO\ 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA. U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBlne1 Progrwn Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly apprectated. If you have any questions, 

please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

1')\LI.;VJ~,~? 
James Riordan 
Executive Program Director, SB£net 

Enclosure(s) 

BW1 FOIA CBP 002852



!"ova Blazej 
Regional Environmental Review Coordinator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco. California 94105 

U.S. Otpartmtat of Uomtlaad StturfQ 
''uhlalfoa. oc zom 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Drat\ Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBI11£'/ Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility. U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Mr. Blazej: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30·day 

review period begins on September 11. 2009 and ends on October l 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection ( CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 

the potential impacts associated with the proposed stting, construction. operation, and 

maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles: supponing infrastructure 

components: and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.SJ~cxico international border. \vithin the Tucson 
Sector, Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose oft he Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 

personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 

and control system that monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 

(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts mto the United 
States. With the accurate tnformation from this technology. USBP agents have more 

options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was pn:parcd in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEI'A) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 432 1, ct seq.), the Council 

on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Pan 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directil'£' OZ3-0I. Enl'ironmenta/ Planning Program. 

CBP m'itcs your parttctpation in this publtc process. Comments must be received by 
October 10. 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address. 
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and identify commt:nts as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSl. 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them, can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RP A. U.S. D1.-panmcnt of 

Homeland Security. SBlnet Program Management Office, 190 I S. Bell 
Street. Room 7-090. Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077. Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt anent ton to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions. 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

II {t\.~v{ 

James Riordan 
Executive Program Director. SB!net 

Enclosurc(s) 
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Lisa Hanf 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 9, Federal Activities Office (CMD-2) 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, California 94105 

U.S. Dep•l1m•at of RomeJond S..uricy 
Wuhlogion, DC 20229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBLnel Ajo-1 Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. Arizona 

Ms. Hanf: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September II. 2009 and ends on October 10, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) bas prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction. operation. and 
maintcrnrncc ofscm;ur aml communication towers; vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately JO miles of the U.S./Mexico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector, Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose ofthc Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. Tius technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents bave more 
options about how and wben they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code4321, et seq.). the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of J lome land Security's 
Managemenl Directive 023-01, Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October 10. 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address, 
and identify commenlli as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
CommenL~ on the enclosed documents, or questions about them. can be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA. U.S. Dcpa.rtment of 

l lomeland Security. SBiner Program Management Office. 190 I S. Bell 
Street. Room 7-090, Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr:Howard Nass 

Your prompt attenuon to this request •s greatly appreciated. If you h;l\'e any questions. 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely. 

r'l\ ·L~t:-lj 
:nf James Riordan 
v Executi,•e Program Director. SBinet 

Enclosurc(s) 
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Wayne Nastri 
Regional Adrmnistrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 9 
75 Hawtl1ome Street 
San Francisco. California 94105 

li.S. O.porlmtnl or Homtlaad S.CariC) 
WotlliD&lOO. DC lOU9 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 

Impact for the Proposed SBTnet Ajo-1 Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area 

of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. Arizona 

Mr. Nastri: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 

review period bcgrns on September II. 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 

the potential impacts associated wtth the proposed s1ung. construction. operation. and 

marnlenanec of sensor and communication towers: vehicles; supporting infrastructure 

components; and technological improvements to existing fat:ilitics for CBP along 

approximately 30 miles oftl1e U.S./Mexico international border, within the Tucson 

Sector, Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Act10n 1S to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 

personnel to assist in their miss1on of securing tlle Nation's borders. This technology 

provides 24-hour. year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 

and conlrol system tllat monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 

(USBP) agents to detect. identify and class1fy illegal entry attempts into the Umted 

States. With the accurate information from this technology. USBP agents have more 

options about how and when tlley will respond to mcursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 432 I. et seq.), the Council 

on Environmental Quality's \!EPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 

Regulations Part I 500 ct seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Securit) 's 

Management Dirccti•·e 023-01, Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 

October 10. 2009. When submitung your comments. please include name and address. 
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and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them, can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA. U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security. SBinet Program Management Ofiice, 1901 S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090. Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions. 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

1)\~t-\, 1\l-i 1 
1'1 James Riordan 
\. Executive Program Director. SBlnet 

Enclosure(s) 
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Karen Vitulano 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 9 
Environmental Review Office. Mail Code CED-2 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, Cali fomia 94105-390 I 

U.S. O.partmoat of Hon>•lond S.Curll) 
WublaJI..._ DC 10ll9 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBinet Ajo-1 Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area 

of Responsibility. U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Ms. Vitulano: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September II , 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potentialtmpacts associated with the proposed sitmg. construction. operation. and 
maintenance of sensor and communiCatiOn towers: vehicles; supponmg infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico mtemational border, wtthm the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. Titis technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors ~:uidcd by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect. identify and classify illegal entry anempts mto the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology. USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provistons of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended ( 42 United State Code 4321 , et seq.), the Council 

on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Pan 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Depanment of Homeland Security's 
Managemelll Directi1·c 023-01. Em·ironmentol Plam1ing Program. 

CBP invites your panicipation in this pubhc process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address. 
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and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 

CommentS on the enclosed documentS, or questions about them, can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBlnet Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 

Street. Room 7-090, Arlmgton. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 

please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

r'l\il ~ ~ l't i 
-lr' James Riordan 
l Executive Program Director. SBlnet 

Enclosure(s) 
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Sherry Barrell 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
110 South Church Avenue 
Suite 3450 
Tucson, Arizona 85701 

U.S. Dtpartm<at of Homdaad St<orlt) 
'"ashlartoa. DC 20229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBlmr Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Ms. Barrett: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September II, 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towc.:n.; vc.:hich:s: ~upp<:Htin!! infrastructure 

components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approxtmately 30 miles of the U.S. Mexico mtemational border, within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provtdc the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour. year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system t.hat monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to dctccL identify and classify illegal entry attempt.s into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about ho" and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared m compliance with provisions of the National En,•ironmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, et seq.), lhe Council 

on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Dirc>ctive 023-01. Em•iromncmral Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in tlus public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submitting your comment.s. please include name and address, 
and identify comments as intended for the AJo-1 Draft EA and Propose FOI"SI. 
Comments on the enclosed documents. or questions about them, can be submined by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA. U.S. Deparuncnt of 

Homeland Security, SBinet Prot,'l'am Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attentiOn to this request IS greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

11~ l"L \.. ~· i. j 
James Riordan 
Executive Program Director. SBlnet 

Enclosure(s) 
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Michael Horton 
National Section 7 Coordinator 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
440 I North Fairfax Drive 
Suite 420 
Arlington, Virginia 22203 

U~S. Dtp11r1m~nt of Homtl:tad ~urity 
Washlng1.on, DC 10129 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBl11et Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Mr. Horton: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. l11e 30-day 
review period begins on September 11. 2009 and ends on October I 0. 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with tbe proposed siting. construction. operdbOn, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers; vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvetucttts to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect, identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
Slates. With the accurate information fTom this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321. ct seq.), the Council 
on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directive 023-0 I , Environmental Planni11g Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October l 0, 2009. When submitting your comments, please include name and address. 
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and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 

Comment$ on the enclosed documents, or questions about them, can be submi tted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dbs.gov 

(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA. U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security. SBJ11e1 Program Management Office. 190 I S. Bell 

Street, Room 7-090. Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt auention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any question$, 

please contact Ms. Pauerson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Smcerely. 

-111 l(l l 1 .. ti 
James Rtordan 

ti Executive Program Director. SBI11e1 

Enclosure(s) 
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Steve Spangle 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
2321 West Royal Palm Road 
Sune 103 
Phoenix, Arizona 85021-4951 

U.S. Ocpartm<at olllom<laad S..llrll) 
WaJblncton, DC 20229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Env1rorunental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 

Impact for the Proposed SB!ner Ajo-1 Tower ProjecL Ajo Station's Area 

ofResponsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. Arizona 

\llr. Spangle: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 

review period begins on September II , 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the drafi EA to identify and assess 

the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation. and 

maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles: supporung infrastructure 

components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 

approximately 30 miles ol'the U.S.IMexico intemmional border. within the Tucson 

Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 

personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 

provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors !,>uidcd by a command 

and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 

(USBP) agents to detect. adentify and classify illegal entry ancmpts into the United 

States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents have more 

options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance \vith provisions of the National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321. et seq.). the Council 

on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 

Regulations Part 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 

MaJJagemelll Direclii'C 013-01, Em•ironmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your partiCipation in this public process. Comments must be received by 

October I 0. 2009. When submitting your commems, please include nan1e and address. 

and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 

Comments on the enclosed documents. or questions about them. can be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA. U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBlnet Program Management Office, I 90 I S. Bell 

Street, Room 7-090. Arlinj,rton. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions. 

please contact Ms. Pancn.on via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

·fi\ ( l " l!lt r'j 
;;,.f James Riordan 
\j Executive Program Director, SBinet 

Enclosure(s) 
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Dr. Benjamin Tuggle 
Regional Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Southwest Region (Region 2) 
P.O. Box 1306 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103-1306 

U.S. O.portmuc of Hom<laod S<nr11) 
Wuhle«toa. DC 20Zl9 

U.S. Customs nod 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBinct Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 

of Responsibility. U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. Arizona 

Dr. Tuggle: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September I I. 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prt.'Pared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 

maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles; supponing infrastrucrure 

components: and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 males of the I.J.SJMcxico international border, within the Tucson 
Sector, Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 
provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 

and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect. idenufy and classafy illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology. USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (N EJ> A) of 1969 as amended ( 42 United State Code 4321, ct seq.), the Council 

on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations ::tt 40 Code of federal 
Regulations Pan 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management D1rectivc 023-01. Em·,·onmcntal Plan11ing Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submintng your comments. please include name and address. 
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and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 

Comments on the enclosed documents, or questiollS about them, can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP(gcbp.dhs.go' 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA, U.S. Department of 

llomeland Security, SBlnet Program Management Office. 190 I S. Bell 

StrecL Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 
(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077. Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions. 

please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

n,a".,L~ 
1/ James Riordan 
V Executive Program Director, SBinct 

Enclosure(s) 
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Much Ellis 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge 
2321 West Royal Palm Road 
Suite 103 
Phocni)(. Arizona 85021-4915 

li.S. O.panm<OI ol Hom<lnd S.C•rll) 
Wuklagtot~, DC 10U9 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Drdft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 

Impact for the Proposed SBlner Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 

of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. Arizona 

Mr. Ellis: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. l11e 30-day 

review period begins on September II. 2009 and ends on October l 0. 2009. U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 

the potential impacts associated with the proposed s111ng, construction. operation. and 

maintenance of S~'tlsor and commurucation towers: vehicles; supporting infrastructure 

components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 

approximately 30 miles of the U.S./Mexico intcmational border, within !.he Tucson 

Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Acuon is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 

personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 

provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 

and control system that monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 

(USBP) agents to detect. identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the Uncted 

States. With the accurate information ITom this technology. USBP agents have more 

options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provcsions of the National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 a~ amended {42 United State Code 4321, et seq.). the Council 

on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Fcdeml 

Regulations Part 1500 ct seq., and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 

Management Direclll'e 023-01, 1:.'111•ironmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in tlus public process. Comments must be received by 

October I 0, 2009. When submining your comments. please include name and address, 
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and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FOi'ISI. 

Comments on !he enclosed documents, or questions about them. can be submillcd by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 

(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBlnet Program Management Office. 190 I S. Bell 

Street, Room 7-090. Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fo.x to: (225) 761 -8077. Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to !his request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 

please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or !he postal address listed above. 

Sincerely. 

f)\ .a\1)\.t .. ~ 
J James R10rdan 
t Executive Program Director. SBiner 

Enelosure(s) 
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Steve Owens 
Director, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
1110 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Ari:lona 85007 

U.S. l)q>artmtAI of Homdaad S«uril) 
Wub!actoa. DC 20129 

~-:?~ U.S. Customs and 
~ ,.. Border Protection 
~ ~. 
~~No•'~ 

SLJBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact tor the Proposed SBinct Ajo-1 Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility. U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Amona 

Mr. Owens: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September II, 2009 and ends on October I 0. 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction. operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communicallon towers: vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S.fMexico international border, withm the Tucson 
Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 

provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect. identify and classify illegal entry altempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology. USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they wiU respond to incurs10ns. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provtsions of the Nauonal Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321 , et seq.). the Council 

on Environmcntnl Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at-10 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Managemenl Dire1ctive 023-01, Environmemal Planning Progrum. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 
October 10. 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address. 
and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSL 
Comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them. can be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 

(b) By mail to: Ms. Pattcnce E. Patterson, RPA. U.S. Depanmcnt of 

Homeland Security. SBinet Program Management Office. 190 I S. Bell 

Street. Room 7-090. Arlington, VA 20598 
(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077. Altcntion: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt ailcntioo to this request is gTeatly appreciated. If you have any questions. 

please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

J1 l l C/v1~>f'1{ 
James Riordan 

~ Executive Program Director. SBinet 

Enclosure(s) 
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James Garrison 
State Historic Preservation Offtcc, Arizona State Parks 
Attn: Ms. JoAnne Medley 
1300 W!:!>t Washington Street 
Phocmx, Arizona 85007 

L.S. D<partmtal of Homclaad s.nriry 
\~uhlortoa. DC 20229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 

Impact for the Proposed SB!ncl Ajo- 1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 

of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Mr. Garrison: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 

review period begins on September II. 2009 and ends on October I 0. 2009. U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 

the potential rmpacts associated with the proposed siting, construction. operation, and 

mamtenance of sensor and communication towers; vr.:hich:s. ~uppuo ting infrastructure 

components: and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 

approxrmately 30 miles of the U.S.!Mexico international border. within the Tucson 

Sector, Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 

personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 

provrdes 24-hour. year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 

and control system that monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 

(USBP) agents to detect, rdentify and classify rllegal entry attempts into the United 

States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents have more 

options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provtsions of the National Environmental 

Policy Act {NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321. ct seq.). the Council 

on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at-10 Code of Federal 

Regulations Pan 1500 et seq .• and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 

Manageme/11 Directive 023-01. Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 

October I 0, 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address. 

and identify comments as intended for the AJo-1 Dmf\ EA and Propose FONSI. 

Comments on the enclosed documents, or qucsuons about them. can be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to· TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBlnel Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 

Street, Room 7-090, Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077. Attenuon: Mr. Howard J\ass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 

please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

James Riordan 
Executive Program Director, SB!Jtcr 

Enclosurc(s) 
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1\ina Siqucsros 
Superintendent, Bureau of lmlian Affairs 
BIA Agency. Circle Drive 
Sells. Arizona 85634 

U.S. D<partmuu of Homtlaad S«uril) 
Wuhlllrtoe, DC 20U9 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBJ.ncl Ajo-1 Tower Project. Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Ms. Siquciros: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September II, 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and a~sess 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles; supporting infrastructure 
components: and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 
approximately 30 miles of the U.S.fMcxico international border. within the Tucson 

Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 
personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's bord~'Ts. This technology 

provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 
and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 
(USBP) agents to detect. identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 
States. With the accurate information from this technology, USBP agents have more 
options about how and when they wi II respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provisions of the 'llahonal Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended ( 42 United State Code 4321. et seq.), the Council 
on Environmcntnl Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 1500 l!t seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 
Management Directil'e 023-01. Enviromll(ln/al Planning Program. 

CBP invites your plllticipation in this pubhc process. Comments must be received by 
October I 0, 2009. When submitting your comments, please include name and address. 
and identify comments as intended for the AJO·I Draft EA and Propose FO:>IS L 
Comments on the enclosed documents. or questions about them. can be submitted by: 
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(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@;cbp.dhs.gov 

(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA. U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBiuet Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 

Street, Room 7-090, Arlington. VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attenuon: Mr. Howard ~ass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 

please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely . 

. I \ ,/lo.J. -f t{ 
IJ James Riordan 
t Executive Program Director, SB!ne/ 

Enclosure(s) 
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Chairperson Delia Carlisle 
Ak-Chin Indian Community Council 
Attn: Ms. Carohne Anton. Cultural Resource Manager 
Ak-Chin Him Oak Eco Museum & Archives 
47685 North Eco Museum Road 
Maricopa. Arizona 85239 

U.S. Dtpamutat of Homeland Secorll)' 
Wasllillc<oo. DC 20%29 

U.S. Customs ond 
Border Protection 

SUBJECT: DrJft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Findmg of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBlner AJO- I Tower Project, Ajo Station· s Area 

of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Chairperson Carlisle: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 
review period begins on September 11. 2009 and ends on October I 0. 2009. U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 
the potential impacts assuc;iat<Xl with tltc proposed siting, construction. operation. and 

maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles: supporting infrastructure 

components: and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 

approximately 30 miles of the U.SJMcxico international border, withm the Tucson 

Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Action). 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide the most efficient technologies to CBP 

personnel to assast in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 

provides 24-hour. year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 

and control system that monitors the border continuously. enabling US Border Patrol 

(USBP) agents to detect, adentify and classify tllcgal entry attempts into the United 

States. With the accurate infonnation from this technology, USBP agents have more 

options about how and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepare-d in compliance with provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, et seq.), the Council 

on Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 

Regulations Part 1500 et seq., and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's 

Management Direc/il•e 023-01. Em•ironmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this pubhc process. Comments must be received by 

October I 0. 2009. When submming your comments. please include name and address, 
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and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FONSI. 

Comments on the enclosed documents, or quesuons about them, can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 

(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA, U.S. Depanmcnt of 

Homeland Security, SBinet Program Management Office. 190 I S. Bell 

Street, Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077. Attentwn: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions. 

please contact Ms. Patterson via E-matl or the postal address listed above. 

Sincerely, 

" \ ~ \! -' ·{ 1 
/ James Riordan 

V Executive Program Director. SBlm?/ 

Enclosurc(s) 
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Chwrperson Sherry Cordova 
Cocopah Tribal Council 
Attn: Lisa Wanstnll. Museum Director 
Cocopah Museum 
County 15th and Avenue G 
Somerton. Arizona 85350 

U.S.Ilq>amntor of llomdud S..arlt) 
\\ atblagtoa. DC 20219 

U.S. C ustoms and 
Border Prote<:tion 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed FiodingofNo Sigmfieam 

Impact for the Proposed SB!nel Ajo-1 Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area 

of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Chairperson Cordova: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the above referenced document. The 30-day 

review period begins on September I I. 2009 and ends on October I 0, 2009. U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has prepared the draft EA to identify and assess 

the potcntilil unpacts associated with the proposed siting. construction, operation. and 

maintenance of sensor and communication towers: vehicles; supporting infrastructure 

components; and technological improvements to existing facilities for CBP along 

approximately 30 miles ofihc U.S./Mexico international border, within the Tucson 

Sector. Arizona (the Proposed Actlon). 

The purpose of the Proposed Acuon is to pro,;dc the most eflictcnttechnologies to CBP 

personnel to assist in their mission of securing the Nation's borders. This technology 

provides 24-hour, year-round surveillance capability via sensors guided by a command 

and control system that monitors the border continuously, enabling US Border Patrol 

(USBP) agents to detect. identify and classify illegal entry attempts into the United 

States. With the accurate information from this technology. USBP agents ha\e more 

options about ho'' and when they will respond to incursions. 

The draft EA was prepared in compliance wilh provisions oft he National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 United State Code 4321, et seq.), the Council 

on Environmental Quality's :-.li::PA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal 

Regulations Part 1500 et seq .. and the U.S. Department of Homeland Securit) · s 

Mcmagemem Dtrectiw: 013-01, Environmental Planning Program. 

CBP invites your participation in this public process. Comments must be received by 

October 10. 2009. When submitting your comments. please include name and address. 
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and identify comments as intended for the Ajo-1 Draft EA and Propose FO'JSI. 

Comments on the enclosed documents. or questions about them. can be submitted by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBlnel Progr.un Management Office, 190 I S. Bell 

Street, Room 7-090, Arhngton, VA 20598 
(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attention: Mr. Howard Nass 

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, 

please contact Ms. Patterson via E-mail or the postal address hsted above. 

Sincerely, 

,- t .,J, .... '-1 
:J James Riordan 
·~ Executive Program Director, SBiml 

Enclosure( s) 
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Tohono O'od.ham Community College Library 
Ct:ntral Campus 
Building 400, Room 402 
Attention: Librarian 
Highway 86 MJ.1e Post ll5.5N 
Sells, Arizona 85634 

0 .!'). Deparrment of H.omelao~ Se<urlly 
Washl~~jtton. DC 202.29 

U.S. CtL<toms and 
Border Protection 

Subjeet: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed .Finding of No Significant 
lmpact for the Proposed SBinet Ajo-1 Tower Project, Ajo Station' s Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Dear Librarian: 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) requests that your library make available to 
the public the enclosed Draft Environmental Assessment for tlte Proposed SElner Ajo-1 
Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area of Responsibility, US. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. 
Arizona, and the related proposed Finding o.fNo Sign(ficam Tmpact. for a 30-day public 
review period. Please plaee a copy of this letter and the draft Environmental Assessment 
(EA) ln a location that facilitates public review. The public comment period begins 
September ll, 2009-and all comments must be received no later than October 10.2009. 

b1 support of U1e Secure Border Initiative program, on September 11, 2009, CBP is 
publishlng a Notict: of Availability for the draft EA. The draft EA identifies and assesses 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction. operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communications towers, vehic:es, supporting infrastructure 
components, and teclmological improvements to existing facilities ,yjtlrin the Tucson 
Sector. The: location for the Proposed Action is along approximately 30 mil"s vftlie 
U.S./Mexico international border witlrin the Tucson Sector, Arizona. 

The enclosed document is also available to the public by: 

(a) Downloading from the Internet at www.obp.gov/sbi under the link SBl NEP J\ 
Documents for Public Review and Comment 

(b) E-mailing a request to TUCCOP@cbp.d.hs.gov 
(c) Writing :oMs. Patience E. Patterson, RPA, U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security, SB!net Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell Street, Room 7-
090, Arlington. VA 20598 

(d) Faxing arequest to (225) 761-8077, Attn: Mr. Howard Nass 
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Public comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them can be submitted 
by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@ebp.dhs.com 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RPA, U.S. Depmtment of 

Homeland Security, SBinet Program Management Office. 1901 S. Bell 
Street. Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077. Attn: Mr. Howard "'ass 

I appreciate your assistance with our efforts [0 invite public involvement in our decision 
making process. 

Sincerely. 

1\\.~ 
dJ/ James Riordan 

'\:l Executive Program Manager. SBlnet 

Enclosure(s) 

2 
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Phoenix Public Library 
Attention: Librarian 
1221 N. Central Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 

U.S. Dtpartmtnl or llomtlaad S..:arity 
\1-as hlar,ron. DC 10229 

• 

l .S. CuJtoms and 
Bonltr Prot....,tiou 

Subject: Draft Envitonmentnl Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SBinet Ajo-1 Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility. U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. Arizona 

Dear Librarian: 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) requests that your library make available to 
the public the enclosed Draft Em·ironmenral Assessment for the Proposed SB!net Ajo-1 
Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol TriCSOn Seer or. 
Ari;:ona. and therelated proposed Finding of No Significant impacT, for a 30-day public 
review period. Please place a copy of this letter and the draft Environmental Assessment 
(EA) in a location that facilitates public review. l11e public comment period begins 
September l 1, 2009 and all comments must be received no later than October I 0, 2009. 

In support of the Secure Border lmtiativc program. on September 11, 2009, CBP is 
publishing a Notice of Availability for the draft EA. The draft EA identifies and assesses 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
mamtcnance of sensor and communications towers. vehicles. supporting infrastructure 
components, and technological improvements to existing facilities \\ ithm the Tucson 
Sector. The location for the Proposed Action is along approximately 30 miles of the 
U.SJMexico international border within the Tucson Sector, Arizona. 

The enclosed document is also available to the public by: 

(a) Downloading from the lntcmct at www.cbp.gov/sbi under the link SBf NEPA 
Documents for Public Review and Con11nent 

(b) E-mailin.g a n:quest to TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(c) Writing to Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA U.S. Department ofllomcland 

Security, SBlnet Program Management Office. 1901 S. Bell Street, Room 7-
090, Arlington. VA 20598 

(d) Faxing a request to (225} 761-8077. Attn: Mr. Howard Na$S 
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Public comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them can be submitted 
by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.com 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPP~-, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBinet Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Atb1: Mr. Howard Nass 

1 appreciate your assistance with our efforts to invite publiic involvement in our decision 
making process. 

Sincerely, 

-(\'\.~ 
....-</James ruordan 
.\) Executive Program Manager, SBlnet 

Enclosure(s) 

2 
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Pima County Public Library 
Attention: Librarian 
AjoBranch 
33 Plaza 
Ajo, Arizona 85321 

U.S. Dtparunenl of Homeland Stl!urUy 
Wasblngtoo. DC 20229 

~li.S. Customs nod 
&rdtr Protection 

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact fur the Proposed SBlnet Ajo-1 Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area 
ofResponsibility, U.S. Border PatrOl Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Dear Librarian: 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) requests that your library make available to 
the public the enclosed Dra.ftEnviromne(ltal Assessment/or !he Proposed SBinel Ajo-1 
Tower Projecl, Ajo Station's Area of Respon:sibility, US. Border Patrol Tiwson Sector, 
Arizona, and the related proposed Findfng o.fNo Sfgnificani Impact, for a 30-day public 
review period. Please place a copy of this letter and the draft Environmental Assessment 
(EA) in a location that facilitates public teview. The public comment period begins 
September 11, 2009 and all comments must be received no later !han October 10,2009. 

ln support of the Secure Border Initiative program, on September II , 2009. CBP is 
publishing a Notice of Availability for the draft EA. The draft EA identifies and assesses 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and commwlications towers, vehicles, supporting infrastructure 
components, and technological improvements to existing facilities within the Tucson 
Sector. The location for the Proposed Action is along approximately 30 miles of the 
U.S./Mex.ico intemational border within the Tucson Sector, Arizona. 

The enclosed docwnent is also available to the public by: 

(a) Downloading from the Internet at wv..-w.cbp.gov/sbi under !he link SBI NEPA 
Documents for Public Review and Comment 

(b) E-mailing a request to TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.gov 
(c) Writing to Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RP A, U.S. Department ofHotneland 

Security, S Binet Program Management Office. 1901 S. Bell Street, Room 7-
090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(d) Faxing a request to (225) 761-8077, Attn: Mr. Howard Nass 

1 
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Public comments on the enclosed documents, or questions about them can be submitted 
by: 

(a) E-mai l to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.com 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson. RP A, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SB.lnet Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell 
Street, Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attn: Mr. Howard Nass 

I appreciate your assistance with our effort5 to invite public involvement in our decision 
making process. 

Sincerely, 

--'/'f\.~ 
~ James Riordan 

Executive Program Manager. SBinet 

Enclosure(s) 

2 
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Pima County Public Library 
Joel D. Valdez Main Library 
Attention: Librarian 
101 N. Stone Avenue 
Tucson. Arizona 85701 

U.S. Depar.tment of BomelaAd Se~urlty 
Washington, DC 20229 

• 

l¥.S. Customs and 
&rdcr Protection 

• 

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant 
Impact for the Proposed SB!net Ajo-J Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area 
of Responsibility, U.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona 

Dear Librarian: 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) requests that your llbrary make available to 
the public the enclosed Draft Environmental Assessment for the Proposed SBlnel Ajo-1 
Tower Project, Ajo Station's Area ofRespo!ISibility, US. Border Patrol Tucson Sector. 
Arizona. and the related proposed Finding of No Signi}icatll Impact. for a 30-day public 
review period. Please place a copy of this letter and the draft Environmental Assessment 
(EA) in a location that facilitates public review. The public comment period begins 
September 11,2009 and all comments must be received no later than October 10.2009, 

In support of the Secure Border Initiative program, on September 11, 2009. CBP is 
publishing a Notice of Availability for the draft EA. The draft EA identifies and assesses 
the potential impacts associated with the proposed siting, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of sensor and communications towers, vehicles, supporting infrastructure 
components, and technological improvements to existing facilities within the Tucson 
Sector. The location for the Proposed Action is along approximately 30 miles of the 
U.S.!Mexico international border within the Tucson Sector, Arizona. 

The enclosed document is also available to the public by: 

(a) Downloading from the lnternet at www.cbp.gov/sbi under the link SBINEPA 
Documents for Public Review and Comment 

(b) E-mail:ing a request to TUCCOP@cbp.dl1s.gov 
(c) Writing to M.s. Patience E. Patterson, RP A, U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security, SBlner Program Management Office, 1901 S. Bell Street, Room 7-
090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(d) Faxing a requestto (225) 761-8077, Attn: Mr. Howard Nass 

1 
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Public co=ents on the enclosed documents, or questions about them can be submitted 
by: 

(a) E-mail to: TUCCOP@cbp.dhs.com 
(b) By mail to: Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RPA, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, SBinet Program Management Office, 190 I S. Bell 
Street. Room 7-090, Arlington, VA 20598 

(c) By fax to: (225) 761-8077, Attn: Mr. Howard Nass 

I appreciate your assistance with our efforts to invite public involvement in our decision 
making process. 

Sincerely, 

James Riordan 
Executive Program Manager, SBinet 

Enclosure(s) 

2 
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Arizona ® 
State Parks 

Janice K. Brewer 
Governor 

State Parks 
Board Members 

Chair 
Reese Woodling 

Tucson 

rracey Westerhausen 
Phoenix 

Larry Landry 
Phoenix 

Walter D. Armer, Jr. 
Vail 

Arlan Cotton 
Tucson 

William C. Scalzo 
Phoenix 

Jamie Hogue 
Acting State Land 

Commissioner 

Renee E. Baht 
Executive Director 

Arizona State Parks 
1300 W. Washington 

Phoenix, AZ. 85007 

Tel & TTY: 602.542.4174 
AZStateParks.com 

800.285.3703 from 
(520 & 928) area codes 

General Fax: 
602.542.4180 

Director's Office Fax: 
602.542.4188 

"Managing ana conserving Arizona's natural, cultural ana recreational resources" 

June 24, 2009 

James Riordan, Executive Program Director 
Secure Border Initiative 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20229 

Eligibili ty determinations 
No adverse effect 

RE: Proposed Tower Installations within Organ Pipe Cactus Monument); CBP 
SHP0-2008-1056 (40004) 

Dear Mr. Riordan: 

Thank you for continuing to consult with our office pursuant to 36 CFR 800 regarding the above 
referenced tower project. William Collins, Historian, and I have the following comments based on 

documentation submitted. 

1. We concur with your "uneva1uated" determinations as listed in the enclosure with your letter 

(Enclosure # l) because the documentation provided in the survey report is not sufficient to support 
elig ibility determinations for those properties. 

2. We concur with eligibility determinations as listed in the enclosure to your letter (Enclosure #1), 

with two exceptions: AZ Z: l3 :127(ASM) and SON C:l :7 l(ASM). 

3. We do not concur with the recommendation that the historic components of AZ A: 13: 127(ASM) 

are eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A. The 

statement of the property's historic context relates that this property was a short-term use of land in a 
manner inappropriate to the area's climate and water resources. It is not associated with the broad 

pattern of historic usage (cattle raising) that was important in the region's development. It fails to 
meet to National Register's criteria for association with important aspects of local history. 

4. We do not concur with the recommendation that the prehistoric components of SON 
C: 1 :7 l (ASM) are not eligible for listing in the NRHP. It is our opinion that the earthen berms are 
prehistoric water control features and that the site is NRHP eligible under Criterion D. 

5. We concur that the avoidance and archaeological monitoring measures that will be 
implemented during construction and installation are sufficient to support the finding of no 
adverse effect for the undertaking. 

We appreciate your continuing cooperation with our office in complying with the requirements of 

historic preservation. 

Enclosure ( 1) 

Cc: 
BW1 FOIA CBP 002889



"-"'"'"""'~·· I 

Table - Summary of fmdings, project effects and management recommendations 

Archaeological Component Potential NRHP Management Associated Site Description Effect Recommendation Recommendation Tower 
Avoidance, SON B:4:32(ASM) Prehistoric No adverse Eligible archaeological TCA-AJ0-003 (artifacts/features) effect monitoring during 
construction 

--7 
AZ Historic No adverse 

~~T EJJ&4&l. 
A voidance; use Bates Z: l3:127(ASM) {ranch Eroperty) effect ;:well Road to access TCA-AJ0-004 Armenta Ranch Prehistoric No effect Unevaluated tower location 

(artifacts/features) 
Prehistoric No adverse Eligible Avoidance, SON C: I :63(ASM) (artifacts) effect archaeological TCA-AJ0-3 10 

monitoring during 
construction 

Historic 
SON C: 1 :64(ASM) (erosion control) No effect Unevaluated A voidance, tower TCA-AJ0-008 

Prehistoric No adverse Eligible location rejected 
(artifacts/feature) effect 

Historic 
SON C: 1 :65(ASM) (erosion control) No effect Unevaluated A voidance, tower TCA-AJ0-008 

Prehistoric No adverse Eligible location rejected 
(artifacts/feature) effect 

SON C: 1 :66(ASM) Prehistoric No adverse Eligible A voidance, tower 
(artifacts/features) effect location reiected TCA-AJ0-008 Historic 

SON C: 1 :67(ASM) (erosion control) No effect Unevaluated A voidance, tower TCA-AJ0-008 
Prehistoric No adverse Eligible location rejected 
(artifacts/ features) effect 

SON C: 1 :68(ASM) Prehistoric No adverse Eligible A voidance, tower TCA-AJ0-008 (artifacts/features) effect location rejected SON C: 1 :69(ASM) Prehistoric No effect Ineligible A voidance, tower TCA-AJ0-008 (artifacts/feature) location rejected 
Historic 

SON C: 1 :70(ASM) (erosion control) No effect Unevaluated Avoidance, tower TCA-AJ0-008 
Prehistoric No adverse Unevaluated location rejected 
(artifacts) effect 

SON C:1:71(ASM) Historic 
(erosion contrOl) No effect Unevaluated Archaeological TCA-AJ0-310 

7 ~ Prehisto~~t.l,~ No effect j)n:;'~~~n; monitoring during 
(artifacts construction 

NoCRSiteon N/A () None ~:;t'ric Pr~es No Historic Properties TCA-AJ0-189 CPNWR tower site Affected 
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INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION 
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 
UNITED STATES SECTIOI'\ 

James Riordan 
Executive Program Director 
SBinet 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20229 

March 10, 2009 

Subject: Proposed Environmental Assessment for the SBinet Ajo-1 Project deployment, Border 
Patrol Tucson Sector 

Dear Mr. Riordan: 

The United States Section, International Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC), 
appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed environmental assessment 
(EA) for the Secure Border Initiative (SBinet) Ajo-1 Project. As we understand the project, you 
propose to develop and implement technology and tactical infrastructure that will help the 
Tucson Sector Border Patrol secure the border by immediately detecting and identifying border 
entries, classifying threat, and implementing effective and efficient resolution. The goal is to 
design, develop, and deploy technology-based solutions to decrease illegal border activities and 
deter and prevent illegal entry in the area between Why and Lukeville, Arizona. 

The following comments are provided for your perusal. The USIBWC has a duty to access, 
maintain, and utilize the international boundary monuments along the United States/Mexico 
international land boundary. The USIBWC is charged with these duties through treaties and 
international agreements between the United States and Mexico. In addition, any proposed 
construction must allow for line-of-sight visibility between each of the boundary monuments. 
The USIBWC requires that engineering drawings be submitted to the USIBWC for review and 
approval prior to beginning any construction near the international boundary. These drawings 
must show the location of each comJl2m:ntinrel~tionto the intematiQllaLbolllldacy and the 
ooundary monuments. . 

The USIBWC requests that proposed construction activities be accomplished in a manner that 
does not change historic surface runoff characteristics at the international border. The USIBWC 
will not approve any construction near the international boundary in the United States that 
increases, concentrates, or relocates overland drainage flows into either country. This 
requirement is intended to ensure that developments in one country will not cause damage to 
lands or resources in the other country. The USIBWC will need copies of any hydrological or 
hydraulic studies and site specific drawings for work proposed in the vicinity of the international 
boundary, particularly if new roads, pad sites or other structures are to be constructed in any 
drainage courses that cross the boundary. We will also require that you ensure that structures 

The Commons, Building C, Suite 310 • 4171 N. Mesa Street • El Paso, Texas 79902 
(915) 832-4100 • (FAX) (915) 832-4190 • http://www.ibwc.state.gov 
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constructed along the border are maintained in an adequate manner and that liability issues 
created by these structures are addressed. 

Once the proposed infrastructure projects are better defined, we recommend that project specific 
details be submitted for review and comment by the USIBWC. The USIBWC has designated 
Mr. Brad Sargent, Realty Officer, Boundary and Realty Division as the agency single point of 
contact for all DHS border fence and other border security projects. Any future correspondence 
should be addressed to Mr. Sargent at the letterhead address. If you have any questions 
regarding these comments, please call me at (915) 832-4740 or contact Mr. Sargent at (915) 832-
4139. 

If you have any questions regarding these comments, please call me at (915) 832-4740, or 
contact me via email at carlospena@ibwc.gov. 

Carlos Pefia, Jr. P.E. 
Division Engineer 
Environmental Management Division 

2 

BW1 FOIA CBP 002892



Janice K. Brewer 
Governor 

March II, 2009 

Mr. James Riordan 

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT 
OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

1110 West Washington Street • Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
(602) 771-2300 • www.azdeq.gov 

Attn. Ms. Patience Patterson 
Room# 7.5C-104 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington DC 20229 

SENT VIA E-MAIL: patience.patterson@dhs.gov 

Patrick J. Cunningham 
Acting Director 

Re: Proposed Environmental Assessment for SBinet Ajo-1 Project deployment, Border Patrol 
Tucson Sector 

Dear Mr. Riordan: 

Thank you for your February 18, 2009 request for comments regarding the proposed 
environmental assessment on constructing, operating, and maintaining up to twelve sensor and 
communication systems, and associated access roads. The Arizona Department of Environmental 
Quality Water Quality Division (ADEQ) appreciates the opportunity to assist in the review of 
these projects. With the information provided, ADEQ would like to make you aware of some 
water quality issues that may need to be considered in this proposed environmental assessment. 

Storm water discharges associated with construction activities (clearing, grading, or excavating) 
which disturb one acre or more must obtain a general permit for coverage of stormwater 
discharges under the Arizona Pollutant Discharge Elimination System's Construction General 
Permit. Permit coverage also is required for construction activities that will disturb less than one 
acre of land but the project is part of a larger common plan of development or sale and the entire 
project will ultimately disturb one or more acres. As part of permit coverage, a Storm water 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) must be prepared, and implemented during the course of 
construction. The SWPPP must comply with ADEQ's Construction General Permit's SWPPP 
requirements, and must identify such elements as the project scope, anticipated acreage ofland 
disturbance, and the best management practices (BMPs) that would be implemented to reduce 
soil erosion and contain and/or minimize the pollutants that might be released to waters of the 
U.S. In addition to preparing the SWPPP, the project proponent would need to file for permit 
coverage. The Construction General Permit, SWPPP checklist, and associated forms are 
available on ADEQ's website at: 
http://www.azdeq. gov I environ/water/permits/ storm water .html#const. If you have questions, 
please contact Chris Henninger in our Stormwater and General Permits Unit at (602) 771-4508 
or by e-mail at cph@azdeq.gov. 

Northern Regional Office 
1801 W. Route 66 • Suite 117 • Flagstaff, AZ 86001 

(928) 779-0313 

Southern Regional Office 
400 West Congress Street • Suite 433 • Tucson, AZ 85701 

(520) 628-6733 

Printed on recycled paper 
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Your letter does not indicate the acreage of land disturbance for this project. If the applicable 
amount of land disturbance will occur, such as with constructing access roads, the EA should 
address the SWPPP, which must be prepared and implemented during the course of construction. 

We appreciate the opportunity to review and provide comments. If you need further information, 
please contact Wendy LeStarge of my staff at 602.771.4836 or via e-mail at wll@azdeq.gov, or 
myself at 602.771.4416 or via e-mail at lcl@azdeq.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~puty Director 
Water Quality Division 
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THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT 

March 18, 2009 

5000 W. CAREFREE HIGHWAY 

PHOENIX. AZ 85086-5000 

(602) 942-3000 • WWW.AZGFD.GOV 

Ms. Patience E. Patterson, RP A 
US Department of Homeland Security 
SBinet Program Management Office 
US Customs and Border Protection, Headquarters 
1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW Room 7.5B 
Washington, DC 20229 

GOVERNOR 
JANICEK. BREWER 

COMMISSIONERS 
CHAIRMAN, BoB HEANBROOE, TUCSON 
JENNIFER L. MARTIN, PHOENIX 
ROBERT R. WOODHOUSE, ROLL 
NORMAN W. FREEMAN, CHINO VALLEY 
WILLIAM H. MCLEAN, GOLD CANYON 

DIRECTOR 
LARRY 0. VOYLES 

DEPUTY DIRECTORS 
GARY R. HOVATTER 
ROBERT D. BROSCHEIO 

Re: Proposed Environmental Assessment for the SB!net Ajo-1 Project Deployment, Border 
Patrol Tucson Sector, Arizona. 

Dear Ms. Patterson: 

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (Department) appreciates the opportunity to review the 
proposed siting, construction, operation, and maintenance of sensor and communication systems 
and their associated access roads along the US/Mexico border, Tucson Sector, Arizona. The 
Department understands the proposed action would include approximately 12 fixed, sensor and 
communication towers and associated access roads. 

The Department supports the efforts of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and the 
reduction of illegal traffic along the border where illegal traffic can be reduced as a result of 
project activities. However, the Department believes the loss or degradation of habitat for ESA­
listed and other wildlife species should be mitigated by implementing local or regional habitat 
improvements and/or providing funding for state and federal wildlife management and 
monitoring needs for species affected. The Department has the following recommendations at 
this time: 

1. Water needed for construction activities should be trucked in when practical, and must 
not directly drain into existing surface waters to prevent potential spread of pathogens, 
such as chytrid fungus, tiger salamander virus, Asian tapeworm, etc. Use of water from 
existing livestock tanks and impoundments should be minimized to ensure those 
resources remain available for livestock and wildlife during dry periods especially during 
surmner months. 

2. Tower site TCA-AJ0-209 and TCA-AJ0-308 are within 1 mile of a maternity roost for 
lesser long-nosed bat. The construction of the towers should occur outside the breeding 
season (April through July) to prevent disturbance to the young. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS AGENCY 
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3. Tower sites TCA-AJ0-003, 004, 170, 204, 209, 302, 303, 308, and 309 are within known 
Sonoran pronghorn habitat. The Department requests construction activities do not occur 
from May though the end of June. This is a critical time period for pronghorn antelope 
fawning and a restriction on these activities would help reduce adverse impacts on this 
species. In addition, construction of these towers may contribute to the decline of 
pronghorn due to habitat loss and degradation which are the primary factors for their 
decline. The Department also recommends limiting construction of new roads and limit 
access to minimize impacts to pronghorn and other wildlife. 

4. Although the majority of towers are located near existing roads, the roads may need to be 
improved and some new roads may need to be constructed. An improved road network 
attracts motorized recreationists which will increase disturbance to all wildlife, increase 
spread of noxious weeds, provide an enhanced vector for pathogens and introduced 
predators/competitors, increase direct mortality from motor vehicle collision, and 
increased exposure to intentional illegal take of wildlife. 

5. Staging areas and construction sites should be located in previously disturbed areas and 
revegetated with native species that approximate pre-disturbance plant community 
composition or native, as all efforts should be made to minimize impacts on vegetative 
communities. 

Close coordination with the Department on large scale projects such as this is vital to ensure 
adequate coordination and analysis of impacts to the state's wildlife resources. The Department 
proposes quarterly meetings with CPB to coordinate on activities which may have an effect on 
the Department's responsibility to manage wildlife. In doing so, it may be possible to avoid 
some negative impacts to wildlife while meeting the project needs of the border patrol agencies. 
The Department appreciates the opportunity to coordinate with and provide comments to the 
CPB. For further coordination or if you have questions regarding this letter, please contact me at 
(623) 236-7606. 

~o. Rt~tv 
~ttw 
Project Evaluation Program Specialist, Habitat Branch 

cc: Laura Canaca, Project Evaluation Program Supervisor 
Joan Scott, Habitat Program Manager, Region V 

AGFD # M09-02193846 
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Special Status Species within 3 Miles of SBinet Ajo-1 Project 

NAME COMMON NAME 

Anthocharis cethuro Felder's Orange Tip 

Antilocopra americana sonoriensis Sonoran Pronghorn 

Aspidoscelis xanthonota Red back Whiptail 

Bat Colony 

CH for Cyprinodon eremus Designated Critical Habitat for desert pupfish 

Charina trivirgata trivirgata Mexican Rosy Boa 

Chionactis palarostris organica Organ Pipe Shovel-nosed Snake 

Cyprinodan eremus Quitobaquito Desert Pupfish 

Eumops perotis californicus Greater Western Bonneted Bat 

Eumops underwoodi Underwood's Bonneted Bat 

Ferocactus emoryi Emory's Barrel-cactus 

Gastrophryne olivacea Great Plains Narrow-mouthed Toad 

Glaucidium brasilianum cactorum Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy-owl 

Gopherus agassizii (Sonoran Population) Sonoran Desert Tortoise 

Kinosternon sonoriense longifemorale Sonoyta Mud Turtle 

Leptonycteris curasoae yerbabuenae Lesser Long-nosed Bat 

Lophocereus schottii Sen ita 

Macrotus californicus California Leaf-nosed Bat 

Myotis velifer Cave Myotis 

Nyctinomops femorosaccus Pocketed Free-tailed Bat 

Peniocereus striatus Dahlia Rooted Cereus 

Rallus longirostris yumanensis Yuma Clapper Rail 

Stenocereus thurberi Organ Pipe Cactus 

Tohono O'odham Nation Tohono O'odham Nation 

Tryonia quitobaquitae Quitobaquito Tryonia 

Tumamoca macdougalii Tumamoc Globeberry 

Tyrannus melancholicus Tropical Kingbird 
. 

AGFD #M09-02193846. Proposed SBinet Deployment. 

Arizona Game and Fish Department, Heritage Data Management System, March 18, 2009. 
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Steve Spangle 
Field Supervisor 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
2321 West Royal Palm Road, Suite 103 
Phoenix, AZ 85021-4915 

U.S. Dqw1mmt ofHOJD!!Iand Semrlty 
W.Uh!ngtQTI, DC 20229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

Re: Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Spangle: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinel Is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinel plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita. Tucson. and Wilcox). The Sector is divided Into three geographic operational 
corridors. 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New MexicCI state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion ofthe Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of Illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert con·idor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication !towers. ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance. communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States - Mexico border The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area. and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are mstalled and operating. 

The need for this proposed actiOn is to decrease illegal baorder activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and ammal species. am1 adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugg1lers and IEs are abandoned 
In national parks and other environmentally sensitive area:s. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity Is an ever-Increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed. aocounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers. end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all required perrnits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinet is seeking 1nput from your organization regarding this proposed achon to 
alleviate illegal border actrvities. SBlnet is currently gathering data and mput from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regard ing potential environmental Impacts from 
SBinel's proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for Input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinel would have to comply during project siting, constnJction, and operation. 

SBinef intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources/Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Soliid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Enmgy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities 1n connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov 

Sincerely, 

~~(p~ 
O......irk Evans 
IJ" Program Manager, SBinel 
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James Garrison 
Arizona State Historic Preservation Officer 
Arizona State Parks 
1300 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

U.S. Depvtm~ofBomeland Securlty 
Washington. DC 20129 

,a U.S. Customs and 'V Border Protection 

Re: Request for Information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Garrison: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI). SBinet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), Is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 el seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinet is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, S6inet plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucso'n Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas. Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon an<J Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Noga1les Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading 1north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illtegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communicatio1n, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended t•o supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States - Mexico border. The techn•::>logies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension IJf IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and en·forcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capalbilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and Indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys histo•ric and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugg1lers and IEs are abandoned 
In national parKs and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an eve•r-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners . 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for 1radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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SelectJon Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinet is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathering data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental Impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action In and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinel would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources/Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities In connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

~ Kirk Evans 
Program Manager, SBinet 
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JoAnne Medley 
Compliance Specialist/Archaeologist 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Arizona State Parks 
1300 Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

U.S. Departnu:nt of Homeland Security 
WuhlnglOo, DC 20219 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

Re: Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Ms. Medley: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBfnet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1 - Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinel is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains. within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE} 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment} 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended 1•:> supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing. vehicle barriers. and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension (lf IEs in the proximity ofthe 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enlforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct ar1d indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts. harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugg1lers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive area•s. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
Identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central co•mmunications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder Input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinel is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinel is currently gathering data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expenise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinet would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental Impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning • Biological Resources/Protected 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical Species 

concerns • Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water Resources 

Quality • Vehicular Transportation 
• Floodplains • Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Wetlands • Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Water Resources/Water Quality • Socioeconomics/Environmental 
• Farmlands Justice 
• Noise • Solid and Hazardous Waste 
• Visual Quality Generation 
• Recreational Resources • Energy Use 

• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

OJ.. Kirk Evans r . Program Manager, SBinet 
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Mr. Keith L. Graves 
Nogales District Ranger 
Coronado National Forest 
303 Old Tucson Road 
Nogales. AZ 85621 

U.S. Depumtmt ofHomebnd Security 
Wulungton. DC 20229 

R!a U.S. Customs and 
~W Border Protection 

Re: Request for Information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction. and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Graves: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI). SBinet Program Mana!~ement Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP). is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border In Arizona. The EA will be prepared 1n compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations Sit 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq .• and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Direcliv.e 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBine/ is the component of SBI that is deveklping and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the thrt3at, and Implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action , SBinet plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent Illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed ac:tion to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United Staltes-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector The sector is comprised of twelve J~rizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande. Douglas. Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita. Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near lhe 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to 111egal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing lacticallnfrastructu re such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity Is an ever-Increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder Input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction Initiation Is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinet is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathering data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action In and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinet would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinel intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/DrainageM/ater 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water ResourcesfoNater Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to Indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~!1L,~ 
~ Kirk Evans 

Program Manager, SBinel 
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Kevin Martin 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 15th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

U.S.~r of Homeland Security 
Washington. DC 20119 

e U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

• 

Re: Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinet is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design. 
develop. and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson. and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of th is proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
In national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-Increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which ccmmunications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pendihg acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and Is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinet is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathering data and input from state 
and focal governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an Interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinet would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinel intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/DralnageNVater 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water ResourcesNVater Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~1oM 
~ Kirk Evans 

Program Manager, SBinel 
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Ma~orie Bla1ne 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
5205 E. Comanche St. 
Davis Monthan AFB, AZ 85707 

U~. OqMrtmentofHomebnd~cy 
Wuhlngtou. DC 20229 

M.a U.S. Customs and 
~~ Border Protection 

Re: Request for information In support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting , 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Ms. Blaine. 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, constru,ction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border In Arizona. The EA will be prepared In compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Polley Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C F.R. 1500 et seq .• and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Dlfective 5100.1 - Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure Americ:a's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinet Is the component of SBI that Is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical Infrastructure that will secure the border by Immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action , SBinet plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border P'atrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve 1<\rizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, CasaGrande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 

The Douglas/Naco corridor 1s adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
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ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of 'lhe Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon ancl Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Noga.les Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal allen traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar. Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading 110rth to or near the 
International boundary line makes this area attractive to ill1~gal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The techn<)logies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and en1forcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capal)ilities once the technologies 
are Installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct an1d indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive area!;. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communica~ions towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, Bnalyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
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environmental factors. The design phase of thiS proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBine/ is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate Illegal border activities. SBinel is currently gathming data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential enrvironmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary am sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitatron for input should 
include any state and local restrictions. permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinel would have to comply during project s1tmg, construction, and operation. 

SBinel intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas. 
• Land Use and Zoning • BiCIIogical Resources/Protected 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical Sp•ecies 

concerns • Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water Resources 

Quality • Velhicular Transportation 
• Floodplains • Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Wetlands • Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Water Resources/Water Quality • Sodoeconomlcs/Environmental 
• Farmlands Justice 
• Noise • Solid and Hazardous Waste 
• V1sual Quality Generation 
• Recreational Resources • Energy Use 

• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter. Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~,0~ 
~Kirk Evans 

Program Manager, SBinet 
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Manuel Rubio 
International Boundary Water Commission 
4171 North Mesa Street 
Suite C100 
El Paso, TX 79902 

U.S. Dqwunent of Homeland SKnrlty 
WuiUn&tOD, DC 20229 

~· U.S. Customs and 
~5' Border Protection 

Re· Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction. and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Rubio: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Mana.gement Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in complianCE! with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1 - Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinel is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinel plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrelase illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector The sector IS comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
conta~ns eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita. Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographiC operational 
corridors. 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes fhis area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers. and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs In the proximity of the 
border. which may result In a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for ali U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals. 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinet is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathering data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments. and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinel would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/DralnageNVater 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water ResourcesNVater Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their appncable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~~OM 
~Kirk Evans 

Program Manager, SBinet 
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Mark Winkleman 
State Land Commissioner 
Arizona State Land Department 
1616 West Adams Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

U.S. Dt:putmml ofBnm~bnd S«uriry 
W.ulun&ton, DC 20229 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

Re. Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the sitmg, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Winkleman: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Manatgement Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction. and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover at portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in complian~! with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F R 1500 et seq .. and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinet is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decmase illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United St<ltes-Mexico border designated 
as lhe Tucson Sector. The sector is compnsed of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contams etght Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographiC operational 
corridors. 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and CasaGrande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Dese.rt corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infr'astructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder Input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBlnel is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathetring data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bure~tus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest In this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solidtation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinet would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinel lntends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning • Biological Resources/Protected 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical Spe:cies 

concerns • CuHturai/Archaeologicai/Historic 
• Hydrology/Drainage/VVater Res:ources 

Quality • Vehicular Transportation 
• Floodplains • Air !Resources/Air Quality 
• Wetlands • Racliofrequency Emissions 
• Water Resources/VVater Quality • Soc:ioeconomics/Environmental 
• Farmlands Justice 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Solid and Hazardous Waste 
Generation 

• Ene:rgy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Cl.J.i Kirk Evans 
~·, ' Program Manager. SBinet 
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Mitch Ellis 
Manager 
Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
2321 West Royal Palm Road, Surte 103 
Phoenix, AZ 85021-4915 

U.S. ~tofHomrl>nd ~CW'iry 
Wuhlngwn. DC 20229 

~I U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

• 

Re· Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Ellis: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI). SBinet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the srtmg, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance w1th Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as arnended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations <31 40 C.F.R 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
Immigration. SBinel is the component of SBI that Is develloping and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identrfymg border entries, classifying the threat, and Implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBlnet plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decre,ase illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United Sta1tes-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve .Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, IDouglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox) . The Sector is dlv1ded into three geographic operational 
corridors. 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley ts in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar. Sonora. 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input. engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction Initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBlnet is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathering data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments. and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBiners proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinel would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources/Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• CulturaVArchaeologicai/Historic 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~~Dert 
{1t Kirk Evans 

Program Manager, SBinet 
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Ned Norris 
Chairperson 
Tohono O'odham Nation 
PO Box 837 
Sells, AZ 85634 

u.s. Dqlutment of JJOJDel3lld S«urrty 
Wuhlngton. DC 10219 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

Re. Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based borde1· security system near Tucson, 
Arizona 

Dear Mr. Norris: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Mana1gement Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the International 
border in Anzona. The EA will be prepared in compliancE! with Section 1 02(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F .R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1 - Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI Is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinet is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decmase Illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United St<Jtes-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties. and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales. 
Sonoita, Tucson. and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
comdors. 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portioh of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and CasaGrande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinefs proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. lEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally. vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
enwonmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall2007. Pending acquisition of all required pennits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expE!Cted to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinel is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathming data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential en1vironmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action. your input and commentary arE! sought regard ing the likely or 
antiCipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinet would have to comply dunng project siting, constnJction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning • Bio•logical Resources/Protected 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical Sp•ecies 

concerns • CulturaiiArchaeologicai/Historic 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water Re$ources 

Quality • Velhicular Transportation 
• Floodplains • Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Wetlands • Radiofrequency Em1ssions 
• Water Resources/Water Quality • Socioeconomics/Environmental 
• Farmlands Justice 
• Noise • Solid and Hazardous Waste 
• Visual Quality Generation 
• Recreational Resources • En•3rgy Use 

• Ut!Hties Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~,0~~ 
~ Kirk Evans 

Program Manager, SBinet 
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Nina Siqueiros 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
P.O. Box 578 
Sells, AZ 85748 

U.S. Depariinmt ofHomel.md Security 
washington. oc 20229 

- U.S. Customs and V' Border Protection 

Re: Request for information In support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction. and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Ms. Siqueiros: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Management Office, a program In 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100. 1-Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinet is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed In an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 

The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
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ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains. within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
a flow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabiHties once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
In national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users. and a central communications location. Site 
Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
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environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition or all required penmits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinet is seeking Input from your organrzation regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet rs currently gathering data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments. and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed actron, your input and commentary am sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this sol icitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinet would have to comply during project siting, constmction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/DrainageNVater 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water ResourcesNVater Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Resources 

• Velhicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emrssions 
• Socioeconomrcs/Envrronmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter. Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

~M-,,J)~ 
~Kirk Evans 

Program Manager. SBinet 
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Pima County Board of Supervisors 
130 West Congress Street, 11th Floor 
Tucson, AZ 85701 

u.s. ~t ofHomw.nd S«urlty 
Wasblngton, DC 20229 

~~ U.S. Customs and 
~~ Border Protection 

Re: Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Mana,~ement Office, a program In 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border P1rotection (CBP), is preparin~ 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, constru1:1lon, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations <tl 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinet is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinetplans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed a•;;tion to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve ,1\rizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, !Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 

The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, with1in the Coronado National 
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Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east ofthe Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States - Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and Indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
idenllfication of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting forradio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
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around Fall2007. Pending acquisition of all required pen11its and approvals. 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinet IS seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathering data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an Interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for mput should 
include any state and local restnctions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBine/ would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the followmg potential environmental impact areas· 

• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources/Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Bie~logical Resources/Protected 
Sp•ecies 

• Cu lturai/Archaeologicai/Historlc 
Resources 

• Ve'hlcular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• So•cioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• So1id and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• En•argy Use 
• Util!ities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding, Responses s.hould be sent to. Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~,D~ 
1/1 Kirk Evans 

Program Manager, SBinel 
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Patrick Madigan 
Field Director, Tucson Field Office 
US Bureau of Land Management 
12661 E. Broadway Boulevard 
Tucson, AZ 85748-7208 

U.S. DepuDneDt ofBomrbnd Stcurlry 
W.ulun&ton. DC 20229 

e U.S. Customs md 
Border Protection 

• 

Re: Request for information In support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr Madigan: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Mana!~ement Office, a program In 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border P1rotection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, constrw:tion, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 1 02(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce Illegal 
immigration. SBinel is the component of SBI that is devel•oping and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by Immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries. classifying the thneat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed act1on, SBinel plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed ac:tion to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United Staites-Mexlco border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson. and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New MexiCCI state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, ancl Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of E:ntry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leadmg north to or near the 
mtemational boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE}. 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication 1towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under thiS proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease Illegal bo·rder activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does Illegal border activity have direct and Indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left htter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys histo·ric and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, amj adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugg1lers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-Increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed acllon will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The des1gn phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinel is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathe,ring data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
part1cular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action. your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements w1th which 
SBine/ would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental Impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources/Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
SpEK:ies 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Enmgy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov 

Sincerely, 

~~~0~ 
0.,. Kirk Evans 
q,..., Program Manager, SBinel 
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Peter Steere 
Cultural Resources Manager 
Tohono O'odham Nation 
Building 49, Main Street 
Seils, AZ 85634 

u.s. Departmi!Dt ofHommnd Smnity 
w...,h,ngton. DC 20 22 9 

8 U.S. Customs md 
Border Protection 

• 

Re: Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Steere: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA Implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1 -Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
Immigration. SBinet is the component of SBI that Is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinel plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent Illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson. and Wilcox). The Sector Is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nog;ales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, anc! Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also enconnpasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to llllegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support tile Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors. 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communicaticon, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended 'to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such a!; fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technoologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by Increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct a1nd Indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. iEs have con.tributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout tlhe Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys histmic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, an.d adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smug!;}lers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive are<ls. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ev1~r-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowner!;. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed. accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Sile 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinel is seeking input from your organization regard ing this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinel is currently gathering data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental Impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action In and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinel would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning • Biological Resources/Protected 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical Species 

concerns • Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water Resources 

Quality • Vehicular Transportation 
• Floodplains • Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Wetlands • Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Water Resources/Water Quality • Socioeconomics/Environmental 
• Farmlands Justice 
• Noise • Solid and Hazardous Waste 
• Visual Quality Generation 
• Recreational Resources • Energy Use 

• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~~D~~ 
fL._. Kirk Evans 
\ v 1 

Program Manager, SBinet 
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Shela McFarlin 
Special Assistant for International Programs 
USDOI Bureau of land Management 
12661 East Broadway Boulevard 
Tucson, AZ 85748 

U.S. Dqlutment ofHomdand Securlty 
Wuhlngton, DC 10229 

~It\ U.S. Customs and 
~~ Border Protection 

Re· Request for infonnation in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting. 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Ms. McFarlin: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Mana:gement Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border P:rotectlon (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, constrUI:tion. and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared In compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations ell 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq .. and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive. multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
imm1gration. SBinel is the component of SBI that is developing and Implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the t::•order by Immediately 
detectmg and identifying border entries, classifying the threat. and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinel plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed ac;tion to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (AJO, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Pelonctllo Mountatn 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to tl~e Mexican border} and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of Illegal alien tmffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, ancl Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Ptpe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert con·idor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE}. 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support tt1e Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication 1towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are Intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States-Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension •of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal bc•rder activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well . IEs have conltributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys histCiric and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, an,j adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smug£Jiers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border actiVity is an eve•r-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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Select1on Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments. and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals. 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinel Is seeking Input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate Illegal border activities. SBinel is currently gathering data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest In this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regardmg potential environmental impacts from 
SBiners proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regardmg the likely or 
antictpated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements wtth which 
SBinet would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/DrainageiVVater 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water ResourcesNVater Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Re!>ources 

• Vet1icular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Enmgy Use 
• Utiliities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory respon,sibilities In connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses sl1ould be sent to: Michael 
Potter. Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~~»M 
JJ.. Kirk Evans 
0"'1 

Program Manager, SBinet 
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Steve Owens 
Director 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
1110 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

U.S. Deputment ofHome.laDd Security 
Washington, DC 20229 

e U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection ... 

Re: Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Owens: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1-Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce Illegal 
immigration. SBinel is the component of SBI that is developing and Implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and Implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, CasaGrande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico· state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains. within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal allen traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert conridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication 'towers, ground sensors, 
cameras. and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended t:o supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as. fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal bmder activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smug!Jiers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive area1s. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action1 will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communicallions towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed. accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers. end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site ·feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007, Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinet is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathering data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an Interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
Include any state and local restrictions. permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinetwould have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinel intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources./Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202} 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~~D~ 
~Kirk Evans 

Program Manager, SBinel 

BW1 FOIA CBP 002961



BW1 FOIA CBP 002962



Carl E. Burleson 
Director, Office of Environment and Energy 
Federal Aviation Administration 
800 Independence Avenue, SW Room 900W 
Washington, DC 20591 

u.s. Dtpmment of Homeland Security 
Washington, OC 20229 

e U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

• 

Re: Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Burleson: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI Is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce Illegal 
immigration. SBinet is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by Immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries. classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action. SBinet plans to design, 
develop. and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 

BW1 FOIA CBP 002963



The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley Is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, wilhi1n the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor, 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nog<•les Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien trs1ffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, andl Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument To the south of the West Desert con·idor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension •Of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal bc•rder activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have d1rect and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well . IEs have conltributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys histmic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, anld adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smug~11ers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an evelr-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central C<lmmunications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all required pemnits and approvals, 
construction Initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinel Is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathering data and Input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an Interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
Include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinet would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources/Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Vlsual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
SpE9cies 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Re:;ources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• So<:ioeconomics/Environrnental 

Jus;tice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Ge1neration 
• Energy Use 
• Utll itles Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to Indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.F'otter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~~.D~ 
~ Kirk Evans 

Program Manager, SBinel 
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Doug Duncan 
Fish Biologist, FWS 
201 N. Bonita, Suite 141 
Tucson, AZ 85745 

U.S. Deputmmt of Homeland Security 
Wuhlngton, DC 20229 

8 U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

• 

Re: Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction. and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Duncan: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI}, SBinet Program Management Office, a program In 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive. multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinet is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made. the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector Is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 

The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
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ranges and to the west by the Chirlcahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal allen traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of lhe Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are Intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas, Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance It with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
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environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinet is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate Illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathering data and Input from state 
and local governmental agencies. departments. and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinet's proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinetwould have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning • Biological Resources/Protected 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical Species 

concerns • Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
• Hydrology/OrainageNV'ater Resources 

Quality • Vehicular Transportation 
• Floodplains • Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Wetlands • Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Water ResourcesNV'ater Quality • Socioeconomics/Environmental 
• Farmlands Justice 
• Noise • Solid and Hazardous Waste 
• Visual Quality Generation 
• Recreational Resources • Energy Use 

• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~,DK 
~Kirk Evans 

Program Manager, SBinel 
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Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

U.S. Deputmt.nt ofHomdand Seauity 
WiShillgwn, DC 10229 

e US. Customs and 
Border Protection 

I 

Re: Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the sitirng, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce Illegal 
immigration. SBinet is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by Immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design, 
develop. and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease Illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas. Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 

The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 

BW1 FOIA CBP 002971



ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora. 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
International boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States - Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border. which may result In a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens. it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
In national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input. engineering assessments, and other 
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environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinel is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate Illegal border activities. SBine/ is currently gathering data and Input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an Interest In this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinet would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• HydrologyfDrainage!Water 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources/Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological ResourcesfProtected 
Species 

• CulturalfArchaeologicalfHistoric 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air ResourcesfAir Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

ML,o~ 
fL.. Kirk Evans 
Uv 1 

Program Manager, SBinel 
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Arizona Game and Fish Department 
WMHB- Project Evaluation Program 
2221 West Greenway Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85023 

U.S. Dqw'lment ofHmneland S«urlry 
Washington, DC 20229 

e U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection .. 

Re: Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the International 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. as amended. the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1 - Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multicyear plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinel is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat. and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design. 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made. the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties. and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 

The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountaln 
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ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley Is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to tl1e Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of Illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert comidor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading,north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to fll.eQal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers. ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended t:o supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as. fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States - Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by Increased surveillance capa,bilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smug!jlers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive area1s. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect {APE) of this proposed action1 will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communicattions towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central C()mmunicatlons location. Site 
Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability. 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
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environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBlnel is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathe:ring data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bure;aus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are: sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this soli'citation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBlnet would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinel intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 

• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/DrainageNVater 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water ResourcesNVater Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Sp<~cies 

• Cullturai/Archaeological/Historic 
Re:sources 

• Vel1icular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Ra:diofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Jus;tice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• En<3rgy Use 
• Utn:ities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter. Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~ Kirk Evans 
\1" ' Program Manager, SBinet 
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James Garrison 
Arizona State Historic Preservation Officer 
Arizona State Parks 
1300 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

JUL 0 3 2007 
Ci'l 7 l' 

Re: Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction, and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Garrison: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1 -Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce illegal 
immigration. SBinet is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 
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The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora. 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed action would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border, which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contnbuted heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity threatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endangered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments. and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinet is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinet is currently gathering data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinet would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources/Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Resources 

• VehicularTransportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~L~o~ This NEPA submittal does not 
constitute consultation under Section 
106 of the National Hi st. Preservation 
Act. Provisions at 36 CFR Part 800.8 
must be followed in order for this 
Office to accept NEPA documentation 
as Section 106 compliance consultatlo 

\. h) W_.._.,~ -/LL.e-l.b--'tf 
----v--J..i-z st-/Pu ~ 

?/ ~ta.<: '"'' 0 C71 .. tf' (/ 

BW1 FOIA CBP 002981



BW1 FOIA CBP 002982



JoAnne Medley 
Compliance Specialist/Archaeologist 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Arizona State Parks 
1300 Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

7 IJ{plr ·{. I::.- ~ ·' m ,R_ 
" • t • ..:;..;_. fp-,. 

tJ.S.DepuuncntofHomeland S«Llriry 

{)~on,0:i~~ 
US. Customs ~ .4-e-~ 
Border Protection I . S C. 

Re: Request for information in support of an Environmental Assessment for the siting, 
construction. and operation of a technology-based border security system near Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Dear Ms. Medley: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet Program Management Office, a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure America's borders and reduce Illegal 
immigration. SBinel is the component of SBI that is developing and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure that will secure the border by immediately 
detecting and identifying border entries, classifying the threat, and implementing 
effective and efficient resolution. For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design, 
develop, and deploy a technology-based solution to decrease illegal border activities 
and deter and prevent illegal entry in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arlzona counties, and 
contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, Nogales, 
Sonoita, Tucson, and Wilcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic operational 
corridors. 

BW1 FOIA CBP 002983



The Douglas/Naco co;rridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bmdered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the wes;t by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the southwest are the Huachuca Mountains (adjacent to the Mexican border) and to the 
west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor 'encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and CasaGrande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 1 ;s miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor lies Altar, Sonora, 
Mexico. An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the 
international boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the Border Patrol's enforcement 
strategies. The technology components (communication towers, ground sensors, 
cameras, and other el•ectronic surveillance, communication, and detection equipment) 
that would be a part o1f this proposed action are intended to supplement and enhance 
the effectiveness of e>:isting tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and 
roads near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies that would be utilized 
under this proposed a•ction would enhance apprehension of IEs in the proximity of the 
border. which may result in a more compact patrol and enforcement area, and could 
allow for relocation of agents as necessary. The operational effectiveness of the Border 
Patrol would be enhanced by increased surveillance capabilities once the technologies 
are installed and operating. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native v•egetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. Illegal 
cross-border activity t11reatens public lands, destroys historic and cultural structures and 
artifacts, harms endan;gered plant and animal species, and adversely affects other 
sensitive resources. 1\dditionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are abandoned 
in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with the 
detrimental effects of Illegal cross-border activity is an ever-increasing burden on 
Federal and State land managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential !Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
technological compon,ents may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between; towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
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Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with stakeholder input, engineering assessments, and other 
environmental factors. The design phase of this proposal is planned for completion 
around Fall2007. Pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, 
construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is expected to continue for 
approximately 12 months. 

SBinel is seeking input from your organization regarding this proposed action to 
alleviate illegal border activities. SBinel is currently gathering data and input from state 
and local governmental agencies, departments, and bureaus that may be affected by or 
otherwise have an Interest in this proposed action. Since your agency may have 
particular knowledge and expertise regarding potential environmental impacts from 
SBinefs proposed action, your input and commentary are sought regarding the likely or 
anticipated environmental effects of this proposed action in and around the proposed 
project areas described above. Your response to this solicitation for input should 
include any state and local restrictions, permitting or other requirements with which 
SBinet would have to comply during project siting, construction, and operation. 

SBinel intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• HydrologyiDrainage/Water 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources/Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological ResourcesiProtected 
Species 

• CulturaVArchaeologicalfHistoric 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• SocioeconomicsiEnvironmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

Please submit your comments within 30 days after receipt of this notice. Agencies 
are requested to indicate their applicable statutory responsibilities in connection with 
this proposed project when responding. Responses should be sent to: Michael 
Potter, Project Manager at (202) 344-1928 or Michaei.B.Potter@cbp.dhs.gov. 

This NEPA submittal does not 
constitute consultation under Section 
106 of the National Hlst. Preservation 
Act. Prov1s1ons at 35 CFR Part 800 8 
must be followed in order for this . 
Office 1<:> accept NEPA documentation 
as SeCtion 1116 compliance consultatior 
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REPI.YTO 

A rTEHT10N' OF: 

Office of the Chief 
Regulatory Division 

Mr. Kirk Evans 
Program Manager, SBI.nel 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LOS ANGELES DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

TUCSON PROJECT OFACE 

5205 EAST COMANCHE STREET 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85707 

July 17, 2007 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, D.C. 20229 

File Number: SPL-2007-00856-MB 

Dear Mr. Evans: 

I am responding to your letter undated but received on July 3, 2007 regarding the construction of a 
technology-based border security system in the Tucson Sector alcng the international border of Arizona. 

The Corps of Engineers regulates the discharge of dredged and/or iii! material imo waters of the 
U.S. including wetlands under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Examples of activities which require 
a permit from the Corps under Section 404 include but are not ,limitcd to placing bank protection; 
temporary or permanent stockpiling of excavated material: grading; mechanized landclearing: fi lling ln 
of wetlands or watercourses; constructing weirs. dikes, diversions, dams. grade control structures; 
c.onstruct iog approach fi lis, and discharging dredged and/or fi ll material into waters of the U.S. and 
wetlands as part of any other activity. 

At this time, it is unclear as to whether any o(the prop::.sed border security measures discussed in 
your leiter will require a Section 404 permit. We would require more detai led information such as the 
siting of specific facilities and encourageCBP to:avoid all waters of the U.S./wetlands in siting all 
facilities to the maximum extent possible. Rogulated ephemeral washes exist across the entire border of 
Arizona and even road crossings of those which are j urisdictional under Section 404 will require a permit 
from Ute Corps. We would appreciate receiving the draft Environmental Assessment We are also 
available to meet with you and/or your constrlmnr. to discuss· the speeif.cs of the project and pennirting 
requirementS once you have the alignment and other details better dt~fined. 

If you have questions please contact,me at (520) 584- 1684 ~ 1 

Sincerely, \ 

' ·c.Jt.A ~:·:.. . ./ 
)~· ('~ . :, - ·~,-a,- -~ -.. "·~ 

Mrujorie E. Blaine> · 
,, Senior ProjJ:CI Mauager •·· ,, ... , 

.. . Arizona Branch, •Regul6tory· Division 

i.UL ,; , I !I II 1 • 'It ..... r.J 

• .(, ,f "• 1 ') •/ • : 11,' 
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The Honorable Delia Carlisle, Chairperson 
ATIN: Nancy Nelson, Cultural Resource Manager 
Ak-Chin Indian Community 
42507 W. Peters & Nail Rd 
Maricopa, AZ. 85239 

u.s. Depuunenr or Homel;md Securlry 
W•sluugwn. OC 20229 

U.S. Customs md 
Border Protection 

SEP 1 ~ ZL-.1 

SUBJECT: Section 106 Project Re-Initiation 1n support o1 an Environmental 
Assessment for the siting. construction and operation of;;, technology-based border 
security system near Tucson, Arizona 

Dear Chairperson Carlisle: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinel System Program Office (SPO), a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), Is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in complianCE! with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Polley Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended. the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directi'.•e 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as 
amended. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure U.S. bmders, reduce illegal cross 
border activity, and transform border control through technology and Infrastructure. 
SBinel is the component of SBI that is designing, developing, and Implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure to secure the border by detecting and identifying 
border entries, classifying threats. and Implementing effec:tive and efficient resolution. 
For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design, develop, and deploy technology-based 
solutions to deter and prevent illegal entries in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mex1co border designated 
as the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona 
counties, and contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, 
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Nogales, Sonoita, Tucson, and Willcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic 
operational corridors. 

The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley Is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nog1ales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and CasaGrande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also enconnpasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor is Alter, Sonora, Mexico. 
An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the international 
boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entran~: (IE) 

SBinel's proposed action would strengthen and support t11e CBP's enforcement 
strategies and operations in this AOR. The technology components (communication 
towers, ground sensors, cameras, and other electronic swvelllance, communication, 
and detection equipment) that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to 
supplement existing tactical infrastructure such as fencinn, vehicle barriers, and roads 
near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies to be utilized under this 
proposed action would provide situational awareness to CBP agents for improved 
detection, identification, classification, tracking, and expedited interdiction of illegal 
cross-border activities and Illegal Entrants (IEs) in the pro•ximity of the border. The 
operational effectiveness of CBP would be enhanced by increased surveillance 
capabilities once the technologies are installed and operational. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct a1nd indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout tlhe Tucson Sector. IEs 
passing through border areas threaten public lands, destroy historic and cultural 
structures and artifacts, harm endangered plant and animal species, and adversely 
affect other sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are 
abandoned in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with 
the detrimental effects of IEs is an ever-increasing burden on Federal and State land 
managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 

BW1 FOIA CBP 002990



3 

technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance It with the favorable or unfavorable acceptance of land owners, terrain, 
natural and man-made features, and other environmental factors. The design phase of 
this proposal is planned for completion around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all 
required permits and approvals, construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is 
expected to continue for approximately 12 months. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 

• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/DrainageNVater 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water ResourcesNVater Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

We look forward to hearing any concerns you may have regarding known sacred 
sites or other traditional cultural properties within the proposed project area. 

Cultural resource pedestrian surveys are required to determine the existence of 
cultural resources within the pertinent project areas. Once those surveys have taken 
place, a report will be produced and sent to you for review and comment and at that 
time we will ask the State Historic Preservation Officer for concurrence with the 
appropriate determinations. 

If you have any questions pertaining to this project, please do not hesitate to contact 
Ms. Patience Patterson. Environmental Branch Manager at (202) 344-1131 , or 
Michael Potter. Project Manager, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue. NW. Room 7.5, 
Washington, DC 20229 at (202) 344-1928. 

Sincerely, 

Kirk Evan 
Program Manager, SBinel 
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Michael Potter, Project Manager 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Room 7.5 
Washington, DC 20229 
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The Honorable Herminia Frias, Chairperson 
ATIN: Ms. Amalia Reyes 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe 
7474 S. Camino de Oeste 
Tucson, AZ 85746 

U.S. Deputmtnr ofHomWnd Security 
Wolsrungton, OC 10229 

~~·· !ii U.S. Customs and '* """ Border Protection 
""'"'"" 

SEP 1 3 2007 

SUBJECT. Section 106 Project Re-Initiation in support o·f an Environmental 
Assessment for the siting, construction and operation of a technology-based border 
security system near Tucson, Arizona 

Dear Chairperson Frias: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinel System Program Office (SPO), a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq .• and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directille 5100.1 - Environmental 
Planning Program and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as 
amended. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure U.S. borders, reduce illegal cross 
border activity, and transform border control through technology and Infrastructure. 
SBinel is the component of SBI that is designing, developing, and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure to secure the border by detecting and identifying 
border entries. classifying threats, and implementing effec:tive and efficient resolution. 
For this proposed action, SBinel plans to design, develop, and deploy technology-based 
solutions to deter and prevent illegal entries in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United Startes-Mexico border des1gnated 
as the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona 
counties, and contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, 
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Nogales, Sonoita, Tucson, and Willcox). The Sector is divided 1nto three geographic 
operational corridors. 

The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chirlcahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor is Alter, Sonora, Mexico. 
An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the international 
boundary line makes this area attractive to Illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the CBP's enforcement 
strategies and operations in this AOR. The technology components (communication 
towers. ground sensors, cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, 
and detection equipment) that would be a part of this proposed action are Intended to 
supplement existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and roads 
near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies to be utilized under this 
proposed action would provide situational awareness to CBP agents for improved 
detection, identification, classification, tracking, and expedited interdiction of illegal 
cross-border activities and Illegal Entrants (IEs) in the proximity of the border. The 
operational effectiveness of CBP would be enhanced by increased surveillance 
capabilities once the technologies are Installed and operational. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease Illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. IEs 
passing through border areas threaten public lands, destroy historic and cultural 
structures and artifacts, harm endangered plant and animal species, and adversely 
affect other sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are 
abandoned in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with 
the detrimental effects of IEs is an ever-increasing burden on Federal and State land 
managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
Identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
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technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with the favorable or unfavorable acceptance of land owners, terrain, 
natural and man-made features, and other environmental factors. The design phase of 
this proposal is planned for completion around Fall2007. Pending acquisition of all 
required permits and approvals, construction Initiation is planned for late 2007 and is 
expected to continue for approximately 12 months. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 

• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources/Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Spt~cies 

• Cullturai/Archaeologicai/Historic 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Sodoeconomics/Environmental 

Jus.tice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Ge1neration 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

We look forward to hearing any concerns you may have regarding known sacred 
sites or other traditional cultural properties Within the proposed project area. 

Cultural resource pedestrian surveys are required to determine the existence of 
cultural resources within the pertinent project areas. Once those surveys have taken 
place, a report will be produced and sent to you for review and comment and at that 
time we will ask the State Historic Preservation Officer for concurrence with the 
appropriate determinations. 

If you have any questions pertaining to this project, pleaSE! do not hesitate to contact 
Ms. Patience Patterson, Environmental Branch Manager c:1t (202) 344-1131 , or 
Michael Potter, Project Manager. 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 7.5, 
Washington, DC 20229 at (202) 344-1928. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Kirk Evans 
Program Manager, SBinet 
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Copy furnished: 

Michael Potter, Project Manager 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Room 7.5 
Washington, DC 20229 
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U.S. ~ofBomeland S«urity 
w .. tungton, DC 20229 

e U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

• 

The Honorable Ned Norris, Chairman 
ATTN: Mr. Peter Steere, Cultural Resource Program Ma1nager 
Tohono O'odham Nation 
Main Tribal Building 
Sells, /l:l. 85634 

SEP 18 2001 

SUBJECT: Section 106 Project Re-Initiation in support o·f an Environmental 
Assessment for the siting. construction and operat1on of ct technology-based border 
security system near Tucson. Arizona 

Dear Chairman Norris: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet System Program Office (SPO), a program In 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as 
amended. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure U.S. borders, reduce illegal cross 
border activity, and transform border control through technology and infrastructure. 
SBinet is the component of SBithat is designing, developing, and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure to secure the border by detecting and Identifying 
border entries, classifying threats, and implementing effec:tive and efficient resolution. 
For this proposed action, SBinet plans to des1gn, develop, and deploy technology-based 
solutions to deter and prevent illegal entries in the Tucson1 Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. The sector is compnsed of twelve Arizona 
counties, and contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas. Naco, 
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Nogales. Sonoita, Tucson. and Willcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic 
operational corridors. 

The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest The San Pedro Valley is In the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists ofthe Ajo, Tucson, and CasaGrande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor is Alter, Sonora, Mexico. 
An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the international 
boundary line makes this area attractive to Illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the CBP's enforcement 
strategies and operations in this AOR The technology components (communication 
towers. ground sensors. cameras. and other electronic surveillance. communication. 
and detection equipment) that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to 
supplement existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers. and roads 
near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies to be utilized under this 
proposed action would provide situational awareness to CBP agents for improved 
detection, identification, classification, tracking, and expedited interdiction of illegal 
cross-border activities and Illegal Entrants (IEs) in the proximity of the border. The 
operational effectiveness of CBP would be enhanced by increased surveillance 
capabilities once the technologies are installed and operational. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease mega! border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. IEs 
passing through border areas threaten public lands, destroy historic and cultural 
structures and artifacts, harm endangered plant and animal species, and adversely 
affect other sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are 
abandoned in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with 
the detrimental effects of IEs is an ever-increasing burden on Federal and State land 
managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
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technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with the favorable or unfavorable acceptance of land owners, terrain, 
natural and man-made features, and other environmental factors. The design phase of 
this proposal is planned for completion around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all 
required permits and approvals, construction Initiation is planned for late 2007 and is 
expected to continue for approximately 12 mornths. 

SBinet Intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 

• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/DrainageNVater 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water ResourcesNVater Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• CulturaiJArchaeologicaiJHistoric 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utflities Infrastructure 

We look forward to hearing any concerns you may have regarding known sacred 
sites or other traditional cultural properties within the proposed project area. 

Cultural resource pedestrian surveys are required to determine the existence of 
cultural resources within the pertinent project areas. Once those surveys have taken 
place, a report will be produced and sent to you for review and comment and at that 
time we will ask the State Historic Preservation Officer for concurrence with the 
appropriate determinations. 

If you have any questions pertaining to this project, please do not hesitate to contact 
Ms. Patience Patterson, Environmental Branch Manager at (202) 344-1131 , or 
Michael Potter, Project Manager, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 7.5, 
Washington, DC 20229 at (202) 344-1928. 

Sincerely, 

~GA..,~ 
Kirk Evans 
Program Manager, SBinet 
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Michael Potter, Project Manager 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Room 7.5 
Washington, DC 20229 
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The Honorable Wendsler Nosie, Sr., Chairman 
ATIN: Ms. Vernelda J . Grant 
San Carlos Tribal Council 
San Carlos Avenue 
San Carlos, AZ 85550 

U.S. Dcp.utment ofHomeb.nd S«urity 
Washmgton, DC 1022? 

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

SEP 13 Z007 

SUBJECT: Section 106 Project Re-Initiation in support of an Environmental 
Assessment for the siting, construction and operation of a technology-based border 
security system near Tucson, Arizona 

Dear Chairman Nosie: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet System Program Office (SPO), a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for lhe siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the International 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as 
amended. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure U.S. borders, reduce illegal cross 
border activity, and transform border control through technology and infrastructure. 
SBinet is the component of SBI that is designing, developing, and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure to secure the border by detecting and identifying 
border entries. classifying threats. and implementing effective and efficient resolution. 
For this proposed action, SBinet plans to design, develop, and deploy technology-based 
solutions to deter and prevent illegal entries in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona 
counties. and contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, 
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Nogales, Sonoita, Tucson, and Willcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic 
operational corridors. 

The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border Is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor is Alter, Sonora, Mexico. 
An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the international 
boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the CBP's enforcement 
strategies and operations in this AOR. The technology components (communication 
towers, ground sensors, cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, 
and detection equipment) that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to 
supplement existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and roads 
near the United States - Mexico border. The technologies to be utilized under this 
proposed action would provide situational awareness to CBP agents for improved 
detection, identification, classification, tracking, and expedited interdiction of illegal 
cross-border activities and Illegal Entrants (IEs) in the proximity of the border. The 
operational effectiveness of CBP would be enhanced by increased surveillance 
capabilities once the technologies are installed and operational. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease Illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, it has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. IEs 
passing through border areas threaten public lands, destroy historic and cultural 
structures and artifacts, harm endangered plant and animal spec1es, and adversely 
affect other sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are 
abandoned in national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with 
the detrimental effects of IEs is an ever-increasing burden on Federal and State land 
managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
Identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
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technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with the favorable or unfavorable acceptance of land owners, terrain, 
natural and man-made features, and other environmental factors. The design phase of 
this proposal is planned for completion around Fall2007. Pending acquisition of all 
required permits and approvals, construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is 
expected to continue for approximately 12 months. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 

• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/Drainage/Water 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources/Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• Cultural/Archaeological/Historic 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

We look forward to hearing any concerns you may have regarding known sacred 
sites or other traditional cultural properties within the proposed project area. 

Cultural resource pedestrian surveys are required to determine the existence of 
cultural resources within the pertinent project areas. Once those surveys have taken 
place, a report will be produced and sent to you for review and comment and at that 
time we will ask the State Historic Preservation Officer for concurrence with the 
appropriate determinations. 

If you have any questions pertaining to this project, please do not hesitate to contact 
Ms. Patience Patterson, Environmental Branch Manager at (202) 344-1131 , or 
Michael Potter, Project Manager, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 7.5, 
Washington, DC 20229 at (202) 344-1928. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~ 
Kirk EvC:Inli 
Program Manager, SBinet 
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Michael Potter, Project Manager 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Room 7.5 
Washington, DC 20229 
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The Honorable Ronnie Lupe. Chairman 
ATTN: Mr. Mark Atalha, THPO 
White Mountain Apache Tribal Council 
202 East Walnut Street 
Whiteriver. AZ 85941 

U.S.I>epumwltofHnmel>nd Secmity 
W.uhw&LOII, DC 20229 

~a US. Customs md 'C., Border Protection 

SEP 13 2007 

SUBJECT Section 106 Project Re-Initiation in support o:f an Environmental 
Assessment for the siting, construction and operation of cl technology-based border 
secunty system near Tucson. Arizona 

Dear Chairman Lupe: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBinet System Program Office (SPO), a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border Protection {CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in compliance with Section 1 02(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as arnended, the Council on 
Enwonmental Quality's NEPA Implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directille 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as 
amended. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure U.S. bmders, reduce illegal cross 
border activity, and transform border control through technology and infrastructure. 
SBinet is the component of SBI that is designing, developing, and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure to secure the border by detecting and identifying 
border entries, classifying threats, and implementing effective and efficient resolution. 
For this proposed action, SBinat plans to design, develop, and deploy technology-based 
solutions to deter and prevent illegal entries in the Tucson Border Patrol Sector 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed a~tion to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. The sector is comprised of twelve Arizona 
counties, and contains eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, CasaGrande, Douglas, Naco, 
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Nogales, Sonoita, Tucson, and Willcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic 
operational corridors. 

The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexico state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, within the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion of the Douglas-Naco Corndor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon and Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien traffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, and Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corndor also encompasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor is Alter, Sonora, Mexico. 
An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the international 
boundary line makes this area attractive to illegal entrants (IE). 

SBinet's proposed action would strengthen and support the CBP's enforcement 
strategies and operations in this AOR. The technology components (communication 
towers, ground sensors, cameras, and other electronic surveillance, communication, 
and detection equipment) that would be a part of this proposed action are Intended to 
supplement existing tactical infrastructure such as fencing, vehicle barriers, and roads 
near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies to be utilized under this 
proposed action would provide situational awareness to CBP agents for improved 
detection, identification, classification, tracking, and expedited interdiction of illegal 
cross-border activities and Illegal Entrants (IEs) in the proxtmity of the border The 
operational effectiveness of CBP would be enhanced by increased surveillance 
capabilities once the technologies are installed and operational. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does illegal border activity have direct and indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens, It has environmental costs as well. IEs have contributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout the Tucson Sector. IEs 
passing through border areas threaten public lands, destroy historic and cultural 
structures and artifacts, harm endangered plant and animal species. and adversely 
affect other sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are 
abandoned 10 national parks and other environmentally sensitive areas. Dealing with 
the detrimental effects of IEs is an ever-increasmg burden on Federal and State land 
managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
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technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requ1rements between towers, end users, and a central communications location. Site 
Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with the favorable or unfavorable acceptance of land owners, terrain, 
natural and man-made features, and other environmental factors. The design phase of 
this proposal is planned for complet1on around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all 
required permits and approvals, construction initiation is planned for late 2007 and is 
expected to continue for approximately 12 months. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental impact areas: 

• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/DrainageMiater 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources/Water Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• CulturaVArchaeologicaVHistoric 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Justice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Generation 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

We look forward to hearing any concerns you may have regarding known sacred 
sites or other traditional cultural properties within the proposed project area 

Cultural resource pedestrian surveys are required to determine the existence of 
cultural resources within the pertinent project areas. Once those surveys have taken 
place, a report will be produced and sent to you for review and comment and at that 
time we will ask the State Historic Preservation Officer for concurrence with the 
appropriate determinations. 

If you have any questions pertaining to this project, please do not hesitate to contact 
Ms. Patience Patterson, Environmental Branch Manager at (202) 344-1131 , or 
Michael Potter, Project Manager, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 7.5, 
Washington, DC 20229 at (202) 344-1928. 

Sincerely, 

Kirk Evans 
~~ 

Program Manager, SBinet 
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Michael Potter, Project Manager 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Room 7.5 
Washington, DC 20229 
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u.s. Dcput:ment of HonruUtd Securl!y 
W.ubingtOn, OC 20 219 

~- u.s. Customs and 
~ Border Protection 

The Honorable Joni Ramos, President 
ATTN: Ms. Dezbah Hatathli, Cultural Programs Supervisor 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
10005 East Osborn Road 
Scottsdale, AZ. 85256 

S(P 13 2007 

SUBJECT: Section 106 Project Re-Initiation in support of an Environmental 
Assessment for the siting, construction and operation of~~ technology-based border 
security system near Tucson, Arizona 

Dear President Ramos: 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI), SBine/ System Progra1m Office (SPO), a program in 
the Commissioner's Office of U.S. Customs and Border fl·rotection (CBP), is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the siting, construction, and operation of a 
technology-based border security system that will cover a portion of the international 
border in Arizona. The EA will be prepared in complianCE! with Sect1on 102(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality's NEPA implementing regulations 13t 40 C.F.R. 1500 et seq., and 
Department of Homeland Security's Management Directive 5100.1- Environmental 
Planning Program and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as 
amended. 

SBI is a comprehensive, multi-year plan to secure U.S. borders, reduce illegal cross 
border activity, and transform border control through technology and infrastructure. 
SBinel is the component of SBI that is designing, developing, and implementing 
technology and tactical infrastructure to secure the border by detecting and identifying 
border entries, classifying threats, and implementing effective and efficient resolution. 
For this proposed action, SBinel plans to design, develop , and deploy technology-based 
solutions to deter and prevent Illegal entries in the Tucson1 Border Patrol Sector. 

While no final decisions have been made, the proposed action to be described and 
analyzed in an EA would cover a portion of the United States-Mexico border designated 
as the Tucson Border Patrol Sector. The sector IS comprised of twelve Arizona 
counties, and contams eight Border Patrol Stations (Ajo, Casa Grande, Douglas, Naco, 
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Nogales, Sonoita, Tucson. and Willcox). The Sector is divided into three geographic 
operational corridors. 

The Douglas/Naco corridor is adjacent to the New Mexicc> state line. The San 
Bernadino Valley is bordered on the east by the Guadalupe and Peloncillo Mountain 
ranges and to the west by the Chiricahua Mountains, with1ln the Coronado National 
Forest. The San Pedro Valley is in the western portion o1' the Douglas-Naco Corridor. 
The San Pedro Valley's eastern border is the Dragoon an1d Mule Mountain ranges. To 
the west are the Whetstone Mountains. 

The Nogales corridor encompasses the Sonoita and Nog:ales Border Patrol Station 
areas of operation. A significant amount of illegal alien tr;~ffic attempts to enter the 
United States through this corridor. 

The West Desert corridor consists of the Ajo, Tucson, ancj Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Stations and begins 18 miles east of the Sasabe Port of Entry and heads west to the 
Tucson county line. The West Desert corridor also enconnpasses Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. To the south of the West Desert corridor Is Alter, Sonora, Mexico. 
An existing infrastructure of ranch roads leading north to or near the international 
boundary line makes this area attractive to Illegal entran!H (IE). 

SBinel's proposed action would strengthen and support the CBP's enforcement 
strategies and operations in this AOR. The technology components (communication 
towers, ground sensors, cameras, and other electronic swvelllance, communication, 
and detection equipment) that would be a part of this proposed action are intended to 
supplement existing tactical infrastructure such as fencinsJ, vehicle barriers, and roads 
near the United States- Mexico border. The technologies to be utilized under this 
proposed action would provide situational awareness to C:BP agents for improved 
detection, identification, classification, tracking, and expedited interdiction of illegal 
cross-border activities and Illegal Entrants (IEs) in the pro•ximity of the border. The 
operational effectiveness of CBP would be enhanced by increased surveillance 
capabilities once the technologies are Installed and opera1tional. 

The need for this proposed action is to decrease illegal border activities in the Tucson 
Sector. Not only does Illegal border activity have direct and Indirect costs for all U.S. 
citizens. it has environmental costs as well. IEs have con1tributed heavily to the 
destruction of native vegetation and left litter throughout tlhe Tucson Sector. IEs 
passing through border areas threaten public lands, destroy historic and cultural 
structures and artifacts. hanm endangered plant and animal species, and adversely 
affect other sensitive resources. Additionally, vehicles used by smugglers and IEs are 
abandoned in national parks and other environmentally st~nsitive areas. Dealing with 
the detrimental effects of IEs is an ever-increasing burden on Federal and State land 
managers and private landowners. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) of this proposed action will be defined through the 
identification of a range of areas within which communications towers and supporting 
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technological components may be placed, accounting for radio frequency connectivity 
requirements between towers. end users, and a central communications location. Site 
Selection Criteria will be applied to assess site feasibility, analyze frequency availability, 
and balance it with the favorable or unfavorable acceptan1ce of land owners, terrain, 
natural and man-made features, and other environmental factors. The design phase of 
this proposal Is planned for completion around Fall 2007. Pending acquisition of all 
required permits and approvals, construction Initiation is planned for late 2007 and is 
expected to continue for approximately 12 months. 

SBinet intends to evaluate the following potential environmental Impact areas: 

• Land Use and Zoning 
• Geology/Soils/Geotechnical 

concerns 
• Hydrology/OrainageNVater 

Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Wetlands 
• Water ResourcesNVater Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise 
• Visual Quality 
• Recreational Resources 

• Biological Resources/Protected 
Species 

• Cu lturai/Archaeologicai/Historic 
Resources 

• Vehicular Transportation 
• Air Resources/Air Quality 
• Radiofrequency Emissions 
• Socioeconomics/Environmental 

Jui>tice 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Ge:neration 
• Energy Use 
• Utilities Infrastructure 

We look forward to hearing any concerns you may have regarding known sacred 
sites or other traditional cultural properties within the proposed project area. 

Cultural resource pedestrian surveys are required to determine the existence of 
cultural resources within the pertinent project areas. Once those surveys have taken 
place, a report will be produced and sent to you for review and comment and at that 
time we will ask the State Historic Preservation Officer for concurrence with the 
appropriate determinations. 

If you have any questions pertaining to this project, pleas•e do not hesitate to contact 
Ms. Patience Patterson, Environmental Branch Manager at (202) 344-1131, or 
Michael Potter, Project Manager, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 7.5, 
Washington, DC 20229 at (202) 344-1928. 

Sincerely, 

~J<-(VV"" 
Kirk Evans 
Program Manager, SBinet 
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Copy fumished: 

Michael Potter, Project Manager 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Room 7.5 
Washington, DC 20229 
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