DHS Secretary Signs Waiver for Border Construction Projects in San Diego

WASHINGTON — Secretary of Homeland Security John Kelly signed a waiver Wednresday-on July 26 to
waive certain laws, regulations and other legal requirements to ensure the expeditious construction of
barriers and roads in the vicinity of the international border near San Diego, California-€A- -This waiver
is pursuant to authority granted to the Secretary of Homeland Security by Congress and covers a variety
of environmental, natural resource, and land management laws.

The waiver covers certain border infrastructure projects in the United States Border Patrol’s San Diego
Sector, one of the busiest Sectors in the nation. _In fiscal year 2016 alone, the United States Border
Patrol apprehended over 31,000 illegal aliens and seized approximately 9,167 pounds of marijuana and
approximately 1,317 pounds of cocaine in the San Diego Sector.

The San Diego Sector remains an area of high illegal entry for which there is an immediate need to
improve current infrastructure and construct additional border barriers and roads. To begin to meet the
need for additional border infrastructure within the San Diego Sector, DHS will issmediately implement
various border infrastructure projects. These projects will focus on an approximately 15-mile segment
of the border within the San Diego Sector that starts at the Pacific Ocean and extends eastward, to

approximatel east of what is known as Border Monument Sk

Congress provided the Secretary of Homeland Security with a number of authorities necessary to carry

out DHS’s border security mission.-eluding-etherbordersecurityprovisiens: One of these authorities

is found at section 102 of the Illegal Immlgratlon Reform and Immigrant Respon5|bll|ty Act of 1996, as

Commented [FMF(1]: Don’t think we need long citation
- for press release.

Section 102(a) of IIRIRA providesé that the Secretary of Homeland Security shall take such actions as

may be necessary to install additional physical barriers and roads in the vicinity of the United States
border to deter illegal crossings in areas of high illegal entry into the United States. In section 102(b) of
IIRIRA, Congress has called for the installation of additional fencing, barriers, roads, lighting, cameras,
and sensors on the southwest border. Finally, in section 102(c) of IIRIRA, Congress granted to the
Secretary of Homeland Security the authority to waive all legal requirements that the Secretary, in his
sole discretion, determines necessary to ensure the expeditious construction of the barriers and roads

authorized by section 102 of IIRIRA. Fhe-waiverceversenvironmentalarcheslogicallaws:

The Department of Homeland Security Y-5-Custemsand-BerderProtection continues to implement
President Trump’s Executive Order 13767 - also known as Border Security and Immigration Enforcement
Improvements — and continues to take steps to immediately plan, design and construct a physical wall
along the southern border, using appropriate materials and technology to most effectively achieve
complete operational control of the southern bordeﬁ. While the waiver eliminates DHS’ obligation to
comply with various laws with respect to covered projects, DHS remains committed to environmental
stewardship with respect to these prolects Atethesame%m}e—@glli&eemmﬁted%&emmenmea%d

GG-HS-EFHGHGH—B-FG)‘GG*{—S—DHS GBP—m%end-s—te—Ee{ihas been coordlnatm and consulting, and |ntends to
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continue doing so,—=Jswerks-hand-in-hand with other federal and tribal-state resource ardlecal
agencies_to ensure that impacts to the environment, wildlife, and cultural and historic artifacts are
analyzed and minimized, to the extent possible.}aw;e”—a&nen—geve%mﬂem%e%gam%aﬁe% to-fulfill

The Department has exercised the waiver authority in Section 102 of IIRIRA on five previous occasions
from 2005 to 2008.

More information about the waiver can be found HERE (HYPERLINK)
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