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Presenter’s Name          June 17, 2003

Prevention of Targeted Violence Against Faith-Based 
Communities Tasking

 On May 20, Acting Secretary Kevin K. McAleenan tasked the HSAC to create a faith-
based subcommittee with the following taskings:

 Tasking One – Ensuring two-way information flows between DHS and faith-based 
organizations.

 Tasking Two – Evaluating preparedness and protective efforts for the faith 
community. (e.g., Do faith-based organization have the resources and training 
needed to ensure protective measures are put in place and exercised on a routine 
basis?, etc.)

 Tasking Three – Evaluating the role the faith community could/should have in locally-
based prevention efforts.

 Tasking Four – Evaluate the adverse impacts that violent extremists and domestic 
terrorists, including those inspired by violent white supremacy ideologies, have on 
faith- based and other vulnerable communities.  What more can be done by the 
Department to prevent these attacks and increase community resistance to 
mobilization to violence, and what are the best practices and lessons learned for 
consideration?
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Subcommittee Membership
 John R. Allen (Co-Chair) General, USMC (Ret.), President, The Brookings 

Institution

 Paul Goldenberg (Co-Chair) President and CEO, Cardinal Point Strategies, LLC

 Salam Al-Marayati (Co-Vice Chair) Founder and President, the Muslim Public Affairs 
Council

 Mary Marr (Co-Vice Chair) Founder and President, Christian Emergency Network 

 Rev. Cassandra Bledsoe NOBLE National Chaplain

 Mark Dannels Sheriff, Conchise County Arizona

 Nathan Diament Executive Director for Public Policy, Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of America

 John J. Farmer Jr. University Professor at Rutgers University 

 Kiran Kaur Gill Executive Director, Sikh American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund
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Subcommittee Membership – Page 2

 Keith Manley Executive Director, Office of General Services, U.S. 
Conference of Bishops 

 Todd Richins Director of Field Operations, Church Security 
Department, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints

 Suhag Shukla Executive Director, Co-Founder, Hindu American 
Foundation 

 Dr. Randy Vaughn Senior Pastor, Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church, 
Port Arthur Texas
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Subcommittee Efforts To Date
 Two in-person meetings:  July 2019 and September 2019

 Held more than ten conference calls with subject matter 
experts 

 Met with more than 100 subject matter experts from local 
law enforcement and faith communities across the country

 One public forum in Jackson, Mississippi in August 2019

 Subcommittee members participated in the September 25, 
2019 White House Faith-Based Community Safety and 
Security Symposium
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Subcommittee Site Visits
Salt Lake City, Utah: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Church Security Department

August 1, 2019

Whitefish, Montana: Glacier Jewish Community/B’nai Shalom

August 2, 2019

Minneapolis and Bloomington, Minnesota: Dar al Farooq Mosque 

August 6-7, 2019

Opelousas, Louisiana and Jackson, Mississippi: Little Zion Baptist Church and Black’s 
Chapel Missionary Baptist Church 

August 9-12, 2019

San Diego, California: Tri-City Islamic Center, Escondido Mosque, and the Poway Synagogue

August 21-22, 2019

Oak Creek, Wisconsin: The Sikh Temple of Wisconsin 

September 27, 2019

New Jersey: Rutgers Miller Center, NJ Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness, and the 
NJ Regional Operations and Intelligence Center 

October  18, 2019
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Subcommittee Key Findings & 
Recommendations

 Central Point of Contact in DHS for Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs). 
Finding: There needs to be a central point of contact designated within DHS for 
matters associated with faith-based organizations. 

Recommendations:
 DHS designate a position at the Assistant Secretary level or higher to serve as an 

Ombudsman who will oversee and lead all the Department’s faith-based programs.  
 DHS recommend to the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs the 

creation of an FBO working group dedicated to securing houses of worship, to be 
convened at the NSC to work policy matters across the entire interagency. 

 Proactive Training for Faith-based Communities. Finding: There is not a 
consistent approach to preparing and training FBOs for security of their 
communities. 

Recommendation: DHS take lead, in conjunction with State and local officials, in 
establishing a package approach to security of FBOs. 
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Subcommittee Key Findings & 
Recommendations Continued

 FBO Coordination with Law Enforcement. Finding: The relationships between state 
and local law enforcement and the FBOs are very “unlevel” across the country, 
especially outside urban areas.

Recommendations:
 DHS should encourage FBOs to work with local police and first responder communities to 

develop real time information sharing systems.  
 DHS, working with State officials, seek to provide local law enforcement with additional 

earmarked funding to create or expand outreach and connectivity with FBOs, especially in rural 
areas.

 Protective Security Advisors (PSAs). Finding: The role of PSAs must be enhanced.
Recommendation: DHS determine specific requirements for PSAs, and if necessary, request 
additional sustained funding from Congress to hire, train, and increase the actual numbers of 
PSAs as needed for the security of the FBOs. 
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Subcommittee Key Findings & 
Recommendations Continued

 Fusion Center Outreach to FBOs. Finding: Fusion Centers are not well known 
or understood and are not organized in the same manner across the country.

Recommendations:
 DHS work with State and local officials to ensure Fusion Centers receive the same level 

of training and are similarly organized around the guiding principle of aggressive outreach 
to every house of worship within a Fusion Center’s area of responsibility.  

 DHS, with State and local officials, reinforce the expectation that Fusion Centers and the 
PSAs are to be considered a team, and their work is inextricably linked.  

 DHS demonstrate transparency in the procedures and guidelines of Fusion Centers in 
order to guarantee privacy, civil rights, and civil liberties for FBOs and their communities. 

 DHS conduct an evaluation of Fusion Centers to determine their effectiveness in 
promoting FBO security and identify areas needing improvement.

 Defining Domestic Terrorism. Finding: Members of law enforcement have 
cited the absence of a domestic terrorism statute as hampering their efforts to 
track and prosecute domestic terrorist groups.

Recommendation: Congress, working with DHS and the Department of Justice, should 
encourage cooperation between Federal, State, local, and Tribal law enforcement to 
monitor, understand, investigate, and prosecute acts of domestic terrorism through 
intelligence sharing requirements. 
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Subcommittee Key Findings & 
Recommendations Continued

 FEMA Grants. Finding: The FEMA Nonprofit Security Grant Program is a vital source 
of funding for FBOs to bolster their security, but the funding level is insufficient, and the 
application process is complex, opaque, and long.

Recommendations: 
 DHS seek additional funding from Congress to provide increased grant money for FBOs.
 DHS establish an office dedicated to assisting applicants, particularly from small or poorly 

staffed FBOs, in order to navigate the complexities of the Federal grants process.  
 To avoid any potential conflicts of interest, this office of grant application assistance should 

be separate from any of the grant-awarding arms of DHS and its staff should play no role 
in reviewing or awarding grants.

 DHS give the new FBO Director/Ombudsman/Coordinator responsibility over the Nonprofit 
Security Grant Program.

10



Presenter’s Name          June 17, 2003

Subcommittee Next Steps
Tuesday, December 17, 2019

The Homeland Security Advisory Council will be holding a public 
conference call where the Subcommittee will brief its final report to the 
HSAC for their deliberation, receive public comment, and then vote to send 
to the Secretary for review and possible implementation.
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