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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.3

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Umstead Research Farm Site Alternative.
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.2

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.

 

Comment No: 2                     Issue Code: 13.2

DHS notes the commentor's concern regarding plant and animal life in the vicinity of the South

Milledge Avenue Site. The potential impacts of an accidental release on wildlife are addressed in

Section 3.8.9 of the NBAF EIS.  Although the NBAF EIS acknowledges the potential for significant

wildlife impacts in the event of an accidental release, the risk of such a release is extremely low (see

Section 3.14).   It has been shown that modern biosafety laboratories can be safely operated in

populated areas and in areas with abundant wildlife.  State-of-the-art biocontainment facilities such as

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in downtown Atlanta, Georgia, employ modern

biocontainment technologies and safety protocols, such as would be employed in the design,

construction, and operation of NBAF. Furthermore, the purpose of NBAF is to combat diseases that

could have significant effects on wildlife. Research at the NBAF would include the development of

vaccines for wildlife that could prevent adverse impacts from a foreign introduction.Plant diseases

would not be studied at the NBAF; and therefore, there is no known potential for direct adverse

effects on local flora.  The accidental release of a mosquito-borne pathogen could trigger aerial

spraying of insecticides, which could affect insect pollinators.  The loss of insect pollinators in the

immediate vicinity of the NBAF could have a short-term adverse effect on insect-pollinated flowering

plants.

 

Comment No: 3                     Issue Code: 19.2

DHS notes the commentor's concerns. The conclusions expressed in Section 3.14 of the NBAF EIS

show that even though the Plum Island Site has a lower potential impact in case of a release, the

probability of a release is low at all sites. The lower potential effect is due both to the water barrier

around the island and the lack of livestock and susceptible wildlife species.  As described in Section

2.3.1, DHS's site selection criteria included, but were not limited to, such factors as proximity to

research capabilities and workforce.  As such, some but not all of the sites selected for analysis as

reasonable alternatives in the NBAF EIS are located in suburban or semi-urban areas. Nevertheless,

it has been shown that modern biosafety laboratories can be safely operated in populated areas.  An

example is the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in downtown Atlanta, Georgia, where

such facilities employ modern biocontainment technologies and safety protocols, such as would be

employed in the design, construction, and operation of the NBAF.  Regarding the threat of terrorists

and the assertion that Plum Island's location conveys an advantage from the standpoint of security, a

Threat and Risk Assessment (designated as For Official Use Only) was prepared that evaluated site-

specific security issues including those from a terrorist threat.  Regardless of location, the NBAF

would have the levels of protection and control required by applicable DHS security directives.

 

Comment No: 4                     Issue Code: 15.2

Chapter 2 - Comment Documents NBAF Final Environmental Impact Statement

December 20082-2495



 

DHS notes the commentor's statement regarding employment. The number of short-term and

permanent jobs are discussed in Chapter3, Section 3.10 of the NBAF EIS. It is expected that

approximately 2,700 direct temporary jobs would result from construction of the NBAF, with many of

the jobs being filled locally.  Approximately 483 permanent jobs, including the initial 326 direct jobs,

would result from operation of the NBAF.  

 

Comment No: 5                     Issue Code: 12.2

DHS notes the commentor’s water supply concerns. As described in the NBAF EIS Section 3.7.3.3.1,

the NBAF at the South Milledge Avenue Site would use approximately 118,000 gallons per day of

potable water approximately 0.76% of Athens 15.5 million gallons per day usage. The NBAF's

potential annual potable water usage is comparable to 228 residential homes' annual potable water

usage.
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 24.4

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.

Chapter 2 - Comment Documents NBAF Final Environmental Impact Statement

December 20082-2497



 

Tyler, Susan
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 21.2

DHS notes the commentor's concern regarding the mainland site alternatives. The conclusions

expressed in Section 3.14 of the NBAF EIS show that even though the Plum Island Site has a lower

potential impact in case of a release, the probability of a release is low at all sites. The lower potential

effect is due both to the water barrier around the island and the lack of livestock and susceptible

wildlife species.  As described in Section 2.3.1, DHS's site selection criteria included, but were not

limited to, such factors as proximity to research capabilities and workforce.  As such, some but not all

of the sites selected for analysis as reasonable alternatives in the NBAF EIS are located in suburban

or semi-urban areas. Nevertheless, it has been shown that modern biosafety laboratories can be

safely operated in populated areas.  An example is the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in

downtown Atlanta, Georgia, where such facilities employ modern biocontainment technologies and

safety protocols, such as would be employed in the design, construction, and operation of the NBAF.

The potential impacts of an accidental release on wildlife are addressed in Section 3.8.9.  Although

the EIS acknowledges the potential for significant wildlife impacts in the event of an accidental

release, the risk of such a release is extremely low (see Section 3.14).   The NBAF would be

designed, constructed, and operated to ensure the maximum level of public safety and to fulfill all

necessary requirements to protect the environment.  An analysis of potential consequences of a

pathogen (e.g., Rift Valley fever virus) becoming established in native mosquito populations,

particularly in warm, humid climates, was evaluated in Sections 3.8.9, 3.10.9, and 3.14.

 

Comment No: 2                     Issue Code: 12.2

DHS notes the commentor’s drought concerns and DHS acknowledges regional drought conditions.

As described in Section 3.7.3.3.1 of the NBAF EIS, the South Milledge Avenue Site alternative would

use approximately 118,000 gallons per day of potable water approximately 0.76% of Athens 15.5

million gallons per day usage.  The NBAF annual potable water usage is comparable to 228

residential homes' annual potable water usage.

 

Comment No: 3                     Issue Code: 2.0

DHS notes the commentor's concerns regarding the site selection process, which is described in

Section 2.3.1 of the NBAF EIS.  Since the inception of the NBAF project, DHS has supported a

vigorous public outreach program.  DHS has conducted public meetings in excess of the minimum

required by NEPA regulations; to date, 24 public meetings have been held in the vicinity of NBAF site

alternatives and in Washington, D.C. to solicit public input on the EIS, allow the public to voice their

concerns, and to get their questions answered DHS has also provided fact sheets, reports, exhibits,

and a Web page (http://www.dhs.gov/nbaf).  Additionally, various means of communication (mail,

telephone and fax lines, and NBAF Web site) have been provided to facilitate public comment.  It is

DHS policy to encourage public input on matters of national and international importance. 

 

Comment No: 4                     Issue Code: 25.2
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December 20082-2498



 

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 24.4

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.
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December 20082-2500



 

PD0322

August 25, 2008 

On behalf of Hodge’s Cattle Company, as a veterinarian and also as a livestock producer, 

I would like to say we are in total support of the NBAF in Manhattan, Kansas. 

Once again, we support the NBAF in Manhattan, Kansas. 

Thank you. 

1| 24.4

unknown, <Unknown>
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 24.4

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.
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PD0271

August 24, 2008 

Hello.  My name is Charlotte and I live in Athens and I just wanted to tell you that I do 

not want this lab built in Athens.  I do not..I don’t think it would be safe over a period of 

time. 

And I vote no for building this in Athens. 

Thank you. 

1| 25.2

Unknown, Charlotte
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.2

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.3

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Umstead Research Farm Site Alternative.
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December 20082-2503
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.2

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.
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Unknown, Elizabeth
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 24.5

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Flora Industrial Park Site Alternative.
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December 20082-2505



 

PD0170

August 22, 2008 

Hi, my name is Esther .  I live in Manhattan, Kansas and I am totally against having that 

brought to Manhattan, Kansas.  We don’t need it here.  We have too many people, too 

many livestocks in this area.  Please don’t transfer it here.  Leave it where it’s at—there in 

Plum Island. 

Thank you.

1| 25.4

2| 24.1

unknown, Esther
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.4

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.

 

Comment No: 2                     Issue Code: 24.1

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative in favor of the Plum

Island Site Alternative based on risks to residents and livestock. The NBAF would be designed and

constructed using modern biocontainment technologies, and operated by trained staff and security

personnel to ensure the maximum level of worker and public safety and least risk to the environment

in accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations.
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PD0040

August 4, 2008 

My name is Frances.  I attended the public hearing last week at Butner, and listened to 

portions of the EIS report, and I don’t believe this is the type of facility we need in our 

area, especially with the number of people that could not possibly flee from that area 

should there be an accident. 

And keeping in mind this week, what we have already heard about the anthrax situation 

that was from within, a scientist from within, taking this out and causing death, we really 

don’t want this in our community. 

We already have other environmental problems and this would only put more at risk.  So 

we are....I am in a at risk area, and I really, really do not think this is a good thing.  It’s 

not good for the economics.  It only would bring in a small portion of the people of our 

community to work in it, and the dangers are just too many....too many. 

Thank you so much. 

Bye.

1| 25.3

2| 19.3

2 cont. |19.3

Unknown, Frances
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.3

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Umstead Research Farm Site Alternative.

 

Comment No: 2                     Issue Code: 19.3

DHS notes the commentor's concern about the emergency planning and evacuation procedures.

Chapter 3, Section 3.14 investigates the chances of a variety of accidents that could occur with the

proposed NBAF and consequences of potential accidents,  Although some “accidents” are more likely

to occur than others (e.g., safety protocol not being followed), the chances of an accidental release

are low.  A site-specific emergency response plan would be developed and coordinated with the local

emergency management plan and individual facility plans regarding evacuations and other

emergency response measures for all potential emergency events including accidents at the NBAF.
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PD0073

August 15, 2008 

Hi,

My name is John from Manhattan, Kansas and I am against the NBAF coming to 
Manhattan for the research facility. 

I think Plum Island should be renovated and I don’t think it should be moved. 

And I just want to make it heard that I am completely against the idea of moving it to 
Manhattan, Kansas. 

Thank you. 

1|25.4

2|5.1

1 cont. 
 |25.4

Unknown, John
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.4

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.

 

Comment No: 2                     Issue Code: 5.1

The proposed NBAF requires BSL-4 capability to meet mission requirements (DHS and USDA).

PIADC does not have BSL-4 laboratory or animal space, and the existing PIADC facilities are

inadequate to support a BSL-4 laboratory.  Upgrading the existing facilities to allow PIADC to meet

the current mission would be more costly than building the NBAF on Plum Island, as discussed in

Section 2.4.1 of the NBAF EIS.
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Unknown, John
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.2

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.
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PD0068

August 14, 2008 

Hello,

My name is Kim and I’m a 35 year old female that lives in Manhattan, Kansas.  I’m 
married with two children and we just recently relocated back to Manhattan, Kansas to 
raise our family.  We’re not military, nor are we farmers and I was very upset when I 
heard that NBAF could possibly be put in Manhattan, Kansas.  It’s a huge risk and I don’t 
want it anywhere around our community.  My husband feels the same way and we have 
family throughout the state of Kansas that feels the exact same way. 

That’s my opinion and I hope it counts. 

1|25.4; 
2|21.4

Unknown, Kim
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.4

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.

 

Comment No: 2                     Issue Code: 21.4

DHS notes the commentor's concern regarding the risk of the NBAF.  Section 3.14 and Appendix E of

the NBAF EIS investigate the chances of a variety of accidents that could occur and consequences of

those accidents.  Accidents could occur in the form of procedural violations (operational accidents),

natural phenomena accidents,, external events, and intentional acts.  Although some “accidents” are

more likely to occur than others (e.g., safety protocol not being followed), the chances of an

accidental release are low.  The specific objective of the hazard identification, accident analysis, and

risk assessment is to identify the likelihood and consequences from accidents or intentional

subversive acts.  In addition to identifying the potential for or likelihood of the scenarios leading to

adverse consequences, this analysis provides support for the identification of specific engineering

and administrative controls to either prevent a pathogen release or mitigate the consequences of

such a release.  The risk of an accidental release of a pathogen is extremely low.
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unknown, Lori
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.2

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.
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PD0219

August 22, 2008 

Yes.  My name is Mike.  I just wanted to comment.  I think that Flora would be a good 

site for the plant.  We hope that y’all consider Mississippi; that you locate in Flora and 

we would truly appreciate having your operation here and the jobs it would bring. 

Thank you very much. 

Bye. Bye. 

1| 24.5

Unknown, Mike
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 24.5

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Flora Industrial Park Site Alternative.
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PD0288

August 25, 2008 

Hi,

My name is Renee and I am a Kansian, and I support NBAF in Kansas. 

Thank you. 

1| 24.4

Unknown, Renee
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 24.4

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.
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Unknown, Sander
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 12.2

DHS notes the commentor’s drought concerns and DHS acknowledges current regional drought

conditions. As described in Section 3.7.3.3.1 of the NBAF EIS, the South Milledge Avenue Site

alternative would use approximately 118,000 gallons per day of potable water, an amount that is

approximately 0.76% of Athens' current annual average of 15.5 million gallons per day usage.  The

NBAF annual potable water usage is expected to be approximately equivalent to the amount

consumed by 228 residential homes.

 

Comment No: 2                     Issue Code: 8.2

DHS notes the commentor's concern regarding the impact of the NBAF operation at the South

Milledge Avenue Site on the area's potable water infrastructure and general water resources. An

evaluation of the impact from the proposed operation of the NBAF at the South Milledge Avenue site

on the potable water supply and infrastructure is located in Section 3.3.3 of the NBAF EIS. Based on

planned improvements, no potable water infrastructure constraints have been identified for the South

Milledge Avenue site. In addtion, an evaluation of the impact from the NBAF operation on the area's

general water resources, to include surface water and groundwater, is located in Section 3.7.3 of the

NBAF EIS.

 

DHS also notes the commentor's concern about the Athens-Clarke County Public Utilities

Department's ability to treat NBAF Wastewater. The impact from the proposed operation of the NBAF

at the South Milledge Avenue site on the local sanitary sewage system capacity and infrastructure is

discussed in Section 3.3.3.3.4 of the NBAF EIS. The design and operation of the NBAF at the South

Milledge Avenue site would prevent negative impact to the wastewater treatment facility infrastructure

and treatment capabilities. Specifically, as summarized in Section 3.15 of the NBAF EIS,  pre-

treatment of liquid waste streams would be implemented as necessary to meet treatment facility

acceptance criteria, therefore avoiding potential impacts.
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.2

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.

 

Comment No: 2                     Issue Code: 21.2

DHS notes the commentor's concern regarding the safe operation of the NBAF.  Section 3.14 and

Appendix E of the NBAF EIS investigate the chances of a variety of accidents that could occur and

consequences of those accidents.  Accidents could occur in the form of procedural violations

(operational accidents), natural phenomena accidents,, external events, and intentional acts.

Although some “accidents” are more likely to occur than others (e.g., safety protocol not being

followed), the chances of an accidental release are low.  The specific objective of the hazard

identification, accident analysis, and risk assessment is to identify the likelihood and consequences

from accidents or intentional subversive acts.  In addition to identifying the potential for or likelihood of

the scenarios leading to adverse consequences, this analysis provides support for the identification of

specific engineering and administrative controls to either prevent a pathogen release or mitigate the

consequences of such a release.  The risk of an accidental release of a pathogen is extremely low.
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unknown, shuganspice@aol.com
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.2

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.

Chapter 2 - Comment Documents NBAF Final Environmental Impact Statement

December 20082-2516



 

PD0363

August 25, 2008 

Hello.

This is Sue.  I am against this facility coming to Athens, Georgia. 

Thank you. 

Bye.

1| 25.2

Unknown, Sue
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 25.2

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.
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Unknown, Tony
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 24.1

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Plum Island Site Alternative.

 

Comment No: 2                     Issue Code: 5.0

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the five mainland sites in favor of the Plum Island Site

Alternative.
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PD0177

August 22, 2008 

Hi, my name is Tracy and I live in the state of Mississippi.  I’m calling in support of the 

NBAF facility in Mississippi.  I do believe that this will help keep young people here in 

the state.  I also think that, you know, Mississippi could definitely use the additional jobs 

and those are great paying jobs.  And I think that facility is safe, it’s secure.  I don’t 

understand some of other people’s comments about why it’s not safe.  But I do agree that 

it’s safe and secure and I think it’s a great place.  It’d be a great location here in Flora, 

Mississippi.  And I think we would do a great job of protecting our Nation’s security 

against bio terrorism.  And, you know, we do have a great quality of life down here and 

the people want to work here and I think we would love...we would embrace having that 

industry in our state. 

Thank you for your time. 

1| 24.5

Unknown, Tracy
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 Comment No: 1                     Issue Code: 24.5

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Flora Industrial Park Site Alternative.
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