
Ahmad Usman 

From: Hoelscller, Doug (DHS) 
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2005 2:56 PM 
To: Williams, Jan; C... l \,;) ( L) 

Leckev, Eric (DHS): Diaz, Christine (OHS);. r::: 
0_: Hoelscher, Doug (OHS); 
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Lb) c Z.) :J 
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t / I 

Clo)(,) 
icnerry@gwb43.coiTI; tg@gwb43.com; C l\:J)l 2) ...;.i 

Subject: Press Release. FEMA FINALIZES PREPARATIONS FOR HURRICANE RITA LANCJFALL 

WHLs: fyi 

Do\J.g Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 
[_ (6)(1) J 
( (lo)(<) :J 

-----Original Message-----
From: Scholten, Gaylon -:C'IR> [mailto:·C. (\,,:.~ \.. -z_J -:Ji'] On Behalf Of 
HSOC. SLateli<Locdl 

Seot: Friday, September 23, 2005 2:50 PM 
Cc: 4 DHS-State-and·Local·Affairs 
su::,j ect: Press Release FEMA FINALIZES PREPARATIOWS FOR HURRlCM:E RITA t.ANDFALL (All 
Li3ts) 

Press Release 

FEMA FINALIZES PREPARATIOMS FOR HURRlCMJB RITA LANDFALL 

WASHINGTOK, DC - The Department cit' Homeland S~<..u1. _._Li' a Federal E"'"'-"9cncy 
Management Agency continues to closely monitor the progress of Hurricane 
Rita and is making final prep~rations for the storm's anticipated 
landfall within 2~ hours. FEM.A again reminds residents in the Gulf Coast 
states to Lak~ bted to the inatru:::t.ionc <:>f local and st<itP. officials 
regarding appropriate eme~gency protective actions. 

"Hl..lrt-icane Rita ls fewer:· than .2-4 huurs f[om landfall and I urge 
residenta to continue to list~n to stAt@ ~nd local officials. Residents 
ir, the Gulf Coast region should follow instructions of evacuation out of 
tbe area or t.o a nearby s1.fe shelter if ordered to do so," said Acting 
FEMA Director R. David Pa~lison. "FEMA t.as rescue personnel and 
commoditiero: in plarP in T'""Xi'l.:3. Louisiana and in the region and we 
con.tinue to work ·1er1 close!•/ with all of our federal, state, and local 
pat-tner:J as we prepare for landfall." 



update on FEMA activities: 

* FEMA has pre-positioned e~ough commodities for four days 
including 45 truckloads of water, 45 truckloads of ice, and 25 
truckloads of meals in Texas, along with 140 truckloads of water, 120 
truckloads of ice and 73 truckloads of meals pre-positioned at federal 
facilities in Louisiana Ear Hurricane Rita. American Red Cross has 
capacity for 750,000 meals a day. 

* The Department of Defense (DOD) has a mission assignment for 6 
heavy-lift helos at Pt. Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas and 6 
heavy-lift helos at Ft. Worth TLC, boats aMd high-water vehicles Lo 

assist US&R task forces. 

* The DOD 
personnel are 
operations. 

has 49,381 l-5,083) Active Duty and National Guard 
on the ground or aboard ships supporting relief 

0 13,273 (-2,522) Active Duty. 

0 36, 108 (-2, 561) National Guard. 

Total aviation support in area includes 100 !Active outy and National 
Guard) helicopters in I.ouisian~ and Mississippi and 45 airplanes (Active 
Duty and National Guard). 

* Over 450 medical team personnel and 17 Urban Search & Rescue 
Task Forces, almost 900 personnel, are pre-staging in Texas. 450 Urban 
Search & Rescue personnel are already staged in Louisiana. 

" The 
teams and 
to Texas. 

state of Florida has released all 
assets and FEMA is in the process 

FEMA.'s pre-positioned 
o! moving these commodities 

• 
and 

ygMA personnel and commodities 
we continue to assess additional 

are alread}' 
needs. 

in place in Louisiana 

* FEMA is working with the Department of Transportation to 
mobili~e 650 buses to assist with evacuation~ and is mobilizing a large 
number of ambulances to provide support with medical evacuations. 

* Approximately 3,200 patients were M~dEvac airlifted out of 
Beaumont, TX by DOD. And 204 patients remain for evacuation and 101 
patients to be airlifted todaJ' by DOD f[orn Ellington Air Field, in 
Houstor1, TX. 

• FEMA is working with the DOD and have requested their help with 
t:he following: 



• 
heavily 

• 
• 

victims. 

~ive 2·person communications teams Lo u~ploy to the moct 
impacted areas to support response and recovery effortis 

Field hospitals to sup?ort 2500 beds 
Field kitchen teams to set up feeding stations to feed 

" Helicopters to cnove rescue teams and (:E!rsonnel to 
support isolated areas. 

* Temporary bridging cap3bilit1es to assist if roads are 
washed ;;iwar. 

Followjna is a list of actions that individuals keep in m1nd while 
preparing for Hurricane Rita: 

* First responders may not be able to begin search aad L·escue 
efforts until days afte~ the storm's landfall, due to unsafe conditions, 
and it is essential to prepare for at least 72 hours afte~ the stocm, 
with food, ice, water, batteries, flashlights, medicine, and other 
important materials. 

• Plea~e ~tay where you nrc if you are in a s~fe location until 
local authorities tell you it is safe to return to your h.'.'.lme and do not 
attempt to drive on flooded or barricaded roads o~ bridges. 

• Stay away from power lines and entec your homes or buildings 
with caution and rrake sure to check for gas leaks, electrical circuitry, 
.an<i damage to sewage and water systems. 

For more information on emergency preparedness, please visit 
ww~.Ready.gov <http://www.ready.gov/> or \llWW.fema.gov 
<http://www.fema.gov/> , 

FEMA prepares the nation for all hazards and manages federal response 
and recovery et forts following dllY uaLlon;il incident. FEl'-'.11. a loo 
initiates mitigation activities, trains first responders, works with 
state and local emergency managers, and manages the National Flood 
Jneurance ProgL-am and the U.S. Fire Admi.nistraticn. FEMA became part of 
llie U.S. Department of 11.omeland Security on Marrh 1, 200::; . 

• ff • 
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Ahmad, Usman 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Leckey, Eric (OHS) 
Thursday, September 22, 2005 9:53 AM 
Williams, Jan; Hoelscher, Doug {OHS); (. 

:[" ~~"' •. '"-(":~' c ~) 
C\,)( -..) 
(b)("-J 

J v; 

J 
Cc: 

c. c "')!>-' 
1c11erry@9Wb43.com; tg@gwb4J.com;-r: 

:J ;idavis@gwb43.com; 
\,( "L) 7 

Lackey, Eric (OHS); C ( b) C ;....") .:J Diaz, c;nnstine (OHS) 
Subject: RE: HURRICANE KATRINA & RITA VOLUNrt=ERS 

Attachments: tmp.htm 

tmp.htm (12 KB) 

Reminde~ if you have not yet responded. Many thanks! EL 

Doug [mailto: c l1) ( -.) -c::i I 
September 21, 2005 11:45 AM 

From, Hoelschei·, 
Sent: Wednesday, 
To: (_ 
Leckey. 

lb) C cil 
Eric; Diaz, Christine; 

· · - '=:! Hoelscher, Doug L; 
wecst..,i:, uu<-ciyu; ( (\,,.)(2') ":Jr; 

\ (I\ (_ \ 
I b ) l'Li 
~ / / 

l(: (\,)( ~) :.J ""md~vi;®9wb43·.-~~;;-j ~h~;~y~wb43 ~-~~~ ~ 
[. c \,)( ") J 
Cc: Leckey, Eric; Webster, Jocelyn; Diaz, Christine 
Subject: HURRICANE KATRINA & RITA VOLUNTEERS 

White House Liaisons, 

1 

tg@gwb4 3. com; 



A.s continued respo11se Lot; Hurricane KJ.tcina <lll'ld in preparation for 
Hurricane Rita, OHS ia again interested in compiling a list of 
appointees who would be interested in assisting in the Gulf region or 
hero in WaQhington. The ·mmediac~ need is to identify ~ndividuals with 
specific publ~c affairs e~perience who could deploy to the Gu~t Region. 
We are :ooking for nid-level public affairE> specialists who could work 
on rapid response, able to d1·aft talking points and releases. If you 
have individuals who would be in a position to de~loy Lo Baton nouge, 
Mississippi, Texas or to help at DHS or E'EMA HQ, please send us their 
relevant information in the spreadsheet attached. 

In addition, thei::e is a r.,rit.inued nee3 for others to volunteer in this 
effort. Categories are below. If you have individuals interested, 
please send us their relevant information in the spreadsheet attached. 

1.) Administrative/General Support 

2.) Legislative Affairs 

3.) Genei::,,_l Corr.lt'lunications/Public- Affairs 

4.) Cornmunit:/ Relaticns/Putlic Liatson 

s. J Logistics & Advar.cc 

We will depend on our White House Liaison colleagues for the follo'«ing: 

1) ·ro ensurl:! Lhat. .Lndividualo ocnt our way hav,.. thP. approval of theic 
supervisor(s; and the Wh~te House Liaison 

2) To enzure that vnlunt.P.!"rs would be a rel.evant asset to the above 
needs 

3 l To ensure that information Ls provided in the requested format :i.nd 
that all necessary information is prov1~ed 

41 To maintain e~pectations · many volunteers may not oe utilized for 
t.his purpose. OHS/FEMA ...,ill .L~a<:h out to individuals . .,.ho f'XprP.BB 
interest and utilize those individuals on an as needed basis. We would 
1·equest that intet·ested indivi::iuals not contact DHS/FEMA directly. 

s) Pcovide the information fo1- volunteers in the attached template form 
via e-mail to Eric Leckey r l\o) (. ~) ~ 
<mililto· C b( ':;>..") -=J.l and Jocelyn Webster 
{ It ( \:_,) ( ~) :J <mail to;(_ b ci J I by 10 :00 am 
tomorrow {Wednesday, September 221 . 

.. Note: individuals deployed will be asked to have their home 
depai·tmenL/age11cy pay for all travel expen1=1f'cS lincludinq housing, 
transportation, and per diem}. This should be done in accordance with 
your department's1agency•s normal travel policies. 

Many th<1nks and p:ease contac-t Eric Leckey with any queetiori.s at. 
c l\o)(d-):J 
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Ahmad, Usman 
------------·---- -------

From: Hoelscher, Doug {OHS) 

Sent: M<lnrlay, September 19, 2005 J·OS PM 

To: Williams, Jan; C '( \,") C <>-~ 
~e~ Eric; (DHS); Diaz, Christine (OHS); l 

-:J·. Douo <DHS ); 
"') -i 

J 
\ ·v; 

c 
jcherry@gwb43.com; tg@gwb4J.oom. C 

--::J mdavis@gwb43.com; 

Subject: FW. Kabina Waivers and Dispensations Currently in Effect (HSAs & Staff and EMs & Staff) 

Attachm&nts: Katrina Waivers and Dispensabuns 09 16 05.doc 

TO: WHLs 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Departmenl of Hon1eland Security 

[ 1 Ill 
-----Original Message-----
From: Scholten, Gaylon <CTR> [maito;- C lb) c_ d-) '::::J 1 On Behalf Of HSOC.State&Local 
Sent: Monday, September 19, 2005 3:01 PM 
Cc: "OHS-State-and-Local-Affairs 
subject: Katrina Waivers and Dispensations CLirrently in Effect (HSAs & Staff and EMs & Staff) 

Dear Homeland Security Partnets. 

Attached Is a list of current waivers and dispensations for your s11ualiona1 awareness of the continuing Hurricane 
Katrina recovery effort. 

Thank you, 

HSOC, State & Local OP.sk 

C- \,<> J 

6/18/2007 



DHS/llMG 
1 S September 2005 

LIST OJ.~ \\1 AIVERS 11nd DISPENSATIONS AUTHORIZED ror HURRlC'ANE KA TRJNA 
RESPONSE 

ST ATE and LOCAL 
• The Goven1or of the State of West \'irginia rluring a proclamation tOOay, \vaived the cnforcen1ent 

of all applicable laws gove111ing the transport of oversized loads intended for relieve efforts for 
Hurricane Katrina. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) 
• Fuel Waivt'rs 
• On 9/13, EPA issued a second, tetnporary waiver of highway diesel fuel sulfur requiremenb 

through l0/5 for stales that continue to be affe.::ted by disruptlons to the fuel production and 
distribubon system caused by lfurricane Katrina. Tlus action will allow diesel fuel nonnally used 
in off-road equipment to be used in high\vay vehicles 1n those impacted states. The states 
affected by !he second waiver of highway diesel requircnlCnts are: Maine, New Hampshire. 
YentlOnl, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, C.onnccticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Delaware, Ylcst V1rgin1a, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, New 
Mexico, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi. Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Tennessee and the District 
of Columbia. In addition, EPA waived the federal enforceability of the sununer grade gasoline 
required under state law in Califomia, Eastern Texas and Phoenix, AZ. On 8/31, EPA waived the 
federal requirement for sun1mer grade gasoline nationwide. Under normal circumstances that 
requirement ends in all p:uts of the country on 9/15, except for lhe three areas mentioned above 
\.vhich, under state laws, extend lhe requirctncnt until 9/30 (Phoenix), 10/ I (Texas) and 10/1 
(California). The tfilec states have requested that EPA waive federal enforceabtlity of these 
requirements. 

• On 912. EPA granted a hn1ited v.:atver from the reformulated gasoline (RFG) requirement f.._1r 
gasoline sold in the Richmond, VA metropo!ttan area through 9/9. 

• (Jn 9/13,, the Environmental Protection _,.\gency (EPA) extended the diesel waiver for States 
located in Petroleum Adm1n1stration for Defense District (PADD) 1 (DC, ME, NH, v1·. MA, RJ, 
Cr, NY, NJ, Pt\. MD, DE, W'lv', VA, NC, SC', GA, and fl,) and PADD J (NM, TX, LA, f\1S, AL. 
and AR), including TN to allo\v the use of high sulfur diesel for on-road use until 10/5. 

• Jn consultation with [)(JE, we are closely monitoring gasoline supplies ns we consider reque:;ts 
for waivers in other urea~. 

• On 911, EPA blT<tnted Georgia's n .. -quest to waive its state sulfur requirement 1hr11ugh 9/15 which 
required clean burning gasoline to be sold in the 45-county area of Allanta. 

• On 8/3 l, to alleviate possible fuel shortages across the country and to help meet emergency 
demand, EPA granted a nationwide fuel "''a1vcr that allows refiners, importers, distributors, 
carriers and retail outlets to supply gasoline and diesel fuels 1hat do not meet standards for 
emissions. The te1nporary waiver is in effect through 9/15. 

• Water Pumping - On 8130, EPA issued an enforcement discretion determination to the U.S. 
Anny Ct)rps of Engineers facilitating the pumping of water out of flooded areas. 

US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL TIJRE (USDA) FOREST SERVICE 
• Waived campground fees for llurricane Katrina survivor:> 

• On 9(\, lJSDA Forest Service announced tempor-ar1ly rescinding the fee f!=QUirement for 
campgrounds and the 14-day stay hrn1t for cantplng on some National Forest System !ands in the 
Southern Region. The normal fee range 1s $4.00 to $25.00 depending on the locnl1on. 



• 1·ne foresls offering free carni:iing include the Kisatch1e National Forest in Louisiana, the National 
Forests of Alabama. the Ozark-St. Francis National Forest in Arkansas. the Ouachita National 
Forest ln Arkansas and Oklahoma and the National Fore.sts and Grasslands ofTe~as. ln all. 106 
campgrounds arc open wilhout chargt" to victims of l{urricane Katrina as the}' transition through 
these first weeks of the disaster. 

• Eliglbllity requiren1ents associated with the rural housing program are being \\'aived to expedite 
the relocation process by USDA Rural Development. 30,000 housing units across the country that 
the USDA Rural Development program has made available to displaced residents. 

• 50,000 low-income residenLs in the affected areas who have mortgages through USDA are being 
notified of a 90-day minimum moratorium on payments to reduce the financial hardship. 

• USDA is providing a 90-day moratonum on debt collection on electric. waler and community 
facilities financed by USDA in the affected states. USDA has been in contact with over 50 
Cooperatives in 1he three states to gather 111fonnation on outages and recovery efforts. 

• Secretary f\.{ike Johanns announced that USDA IS making more than $170 million in en1crgen1;:y 
assistance availahle 10 agricultural producers suffering from Hurricane Katruta. This includes 
more 1han $20 111illion in Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) funds to help producers repair 
damage to thelr lands. The ECP funding is available for certain counties in Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Tennessee. Also, a total of $152 million in Fann Servu;e Agency (FSA's) 
Emergency Loan Program is available lo eligible producers who ha"e suffered at leasl a 30 
percent reduction in crop production or have sustained physical losses to buildings, chattel or 
livestock. 

• Schools are being permitted to provicle free n1ea\s to children who havi! tled areas devastated by 
the hurricane. 

• USDA has authorized and continues to i:ncourage states to pre·1oad electronic food benefit (EBT) 
cards with $50 \\'O!th ofass1stan..::e, which \\'ill enable displaced residents to immediately 
purchase food even before their application has been processed to receive complete benefits. 
These cards can then be distributed fo displaced residents as they move from shelters to 
ten1porary housing. 

DHS/ll\fMIGRA TION AND L'llSTOMS ENFORCEMENT 
l-9 DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS FOR HIRING HURRICANE VICTIMS 

• DHS announC"ed today (6 September 05) that 1t will noz sanction cniployers for hiring victims of 
Hurricane Kalrina who, at this time. are unable to provide documentation normally required 
under Section 274A of lhe Immigration and Nationality Act OHS will not bring sanctlon actions 
against employers for hiring individuals ev.lcuated or displaced as a result of Humcane Katrina 
otherwise elillible for employment but who currently lack personal documents. 

• Therefore, rile Department of Homeland Security will refrain from initiating employer sanction 
enforcement aclions tt1r the next 45 days for civil violations, under Section 274A of the 
fmm1gration and Nationality Act, with regard to individuals whe> arc currently unable to provide 
identity and eligibility documents as a result of1he hurricane. Employers will stilt need to 
co1nplete the Employment Elig1b1lity Verification (1·9) Furm as much as possible but should note 
at 1his time that the documentation normally required is not available due to the events involving 
Hurricane Kalrina. At the end of 45 day.<>, the Department of Homeland Security will review this 
pohcy and make further recommendations. 

DRS/CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION (CDP) 
• The C'omm1ssioner of lBP has executed his authorities under 19 U.S.C'. 1318 and 19 U.S.C. 

1322. lJndcr Stclton 1318, the Commissioner has granted CBP Port Directors and Directors of 
Field Opera1ions the authority to close temporarily any Customs office or port of entry or t..i.kc 
any other lc!'iser action that may he necessary. In addition, the waiver will allow for the 
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ilnportation of merchandise for humanitarian pumoses without entrv and \vithout payment of 
duty, taxes. or fees. 

• CBP 1s fwtherissucd guidance to the fi~ld to implcn1ent the Secretary's waiver of the statutory 
restrichons of the ](Ines Act to permit foreign flagged vessels t(I transport petroleum and refined 
petroleum products coostwisc (tl.S. port to ll.S. port) until September 19. 

• The Commissioner, CBP, has also an1ended CBP Directive 45 I0-016A, Customs Officers 
Responding to State Crin1cs, to permit arrests under state law by a CBP Officer, Bocder Patrol 
Agent, or other C'BP law enforcement officer who is assisting, in an official capacity, the 
Hurricane Katnna relief effort:!> in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, or Texas, and who is 
properly authorized to cany out arrests under state law or federal designation. 

DHSrrRANSPORTATION SECURITY ADMINI;'TRATION (TSA) 
" 1'o support the Hurricane Katrina disaster relief efforts, the TSA is temporanly exempting S1ates 

from the prohibition in 49 CFR l572.13(b)(l) against issuing new Hazardous Materials 
Endorsements (HMEs) for truck drivers' Commercial Drivers Licenses (CDLs) prior to rece1v1ng 
n "Determination of No Security l'lveat Assessment." 1'his exen1ption applies only for the 
issuance of new HMEs, and is valid only through December l, 2005. HMEs issued in accordance 
with the provisions of this exemption 1nust be to support Katrina disaster relief efforts. 1'he 
request for the dnver to transPQrt hazardous materials must originate from a st.ate or federal 
entity. States arc: still required to provide each applicant driver's name, SSN, DOB and COL 
number to TSA, and may not issue an HME until TSA condu.cts a name-based check based on 
that infomulion. Add1tiona\Jy, the State must collect the required application and fingerprint 
information prior to issu111g the IIME_ 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
The Treasury, achng through the Intema 1 Rcvenul! Service, granted the follo\ving relief to Katrina 
victims: 

• Ta11.payers 1n affected areas will ha\'e until October 31, rather titan September 15111• to make 
required tax payments, and all penalties and interest arc abated. Anyone \\iitb a question 
regarding tax relief can cJ.!l a special number for this issue at 1-866-562-5227. 

" Tax penalties will not be assessed "'·hen dyed fuel is used for highway vehicles in affected areas. 
ln addition, lhe h1lcma\ Revenu<" Service will not impose at.ax penalty on a failure to meet the 

requirements or EPA high\''ay diesel fuel sulfur content regulations tf EPA has \\.-aived those 
requirements. 

• The Securities and Exchange Comm1:0sion has announced that it \Viii provide extensions of filing 
deadlines and suspension of requirements to deliver documents to hurricane-affe(;ted are.as. 

• l'he Securities and Exchange ('.onunission issued an order providing emergency regulatory relief 
to investors, companies. and securities firms affeeted by Hurricane Katrina. 

" Treasury and the JRS are providing lax relief to hurricane victims and encouraging charitable 
g1\ing during this difficult time of national disaster and recovery. 

• The Treasury waived certain requirements for the low.incorne housing credit so that displaced 
victim~. regardless of financial s.tatus, could have ace~ to that housing during this time of great 
need. 

• The Treasury, a(ong \\'ith lhe Depa1tment of Labor and Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, 
has extended the deadline !Or employers in the affected arC<.i.s to make minimum funding 
con1ributions to qualified retirement plans. 

• The Treasury is also providing special relief to al\o\v employers lo adopt lea\•e-based donation 
programs under which employees could forego vacation. sick or personal lea\'e, and in tum their 
employers \Vould make cash contributions to charitable organizations involved tn relief efforts. 

• On September 6, 2005, the IRS ann6unced that it V.'ou!d expedite processing of applications tOr 
recflgnilion of ta,..-cx:empt status for charitable organizations ptO\'iding relief in affected areas. 
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• On September 7, 2005, the IRS issued a press release \\'aiving enforcement of secured airport 
statllS requirement for fuel stored at airports that can be utilized for search, rescue and recovery 
efforts. 

• On September 7. 2005, the [RS issued a press release annoWlcing a public outreach effort 
working with the AICPA to ensure that affected taxpayers are a\vare of the relief provisions 
available to chem under the tax ID\\'. 

• On September 8, 2005, the ffiS and Treasury issued guidance providing issuers of tax exempt 
bonds affected by Hurricane Katrina with additional tlme to file certain intOrmation returns and 
arbitrage rebate returns. 

• Reminded the public 1hat under section 139 of the Code, qualified disaster relief payments to 
individuals. including certain hazard mi!1gatLon payments, can be excluded from taxable income. 

• Issued guidance providing plan adn1inistrators information regarding a determination that 
individuals affected by Hurricane Katrina have 1ncurrt'd a hardship, thus making them eligible to 
receive a hardship distribution l"'r11m their 40I(k) plan. The guidance ,,..·j(J also clarify that plans 
!hat do not already provide for hardships may do so if the plan 1s amended by the end of2006. 
The guidance will not provide relieffro111 the lOo/o extra tax on hardship distributions, which 
requires a statutory change. 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
• The Secretary of Defense has authorized the follo,ving increases in thresholds for procurements 

in support of Hurricane Karr111:1. disaster relief operations: 
o Micro-Purchases- increased to $15,000 
o Simplified Acquisitions- increased to $250,000 
o Sirnpl1lied acquisitions under the Test Program for certain Com1nerc1al Items- increased 

to $IO,OOO,OOO 
• GSA, lA W the Secretary of Defense's determination has determined that conditions exist 

11uthor1z1ng the increase Ln th.\: thresholds for alt agencies GSA provides support to in response to 
the disaster. 

• These increast'S in the thresholds remain tn eflC:ct until revoked. 
• GSA has also reminded its contracting officers of the authoncy t11 use urgent and compelling 

circumst11nces 
o Urgent and compelling circumstances justify award on a limited competition or sole 

source basis 
o Urgent and ro1npelhng circumstances must be documented in thi: contract file 
o Urgent and compelling c1rcum~tances may be docun1ented in the contract file post aw-Ard 

• Normal risks for increased procuren1cnl ltm11s- GSA plans 10 manage through increased 
monitoring of transactions and continued applic:alion of its procurement "Get ii Right" campaign. 

• GS1\ has also reminded its contracting ofliccrs about \Va1vers of the "Buy American Act "(BAA) 
ba~d on "non-a\-·a1labih1y·· 

o Non-availabdtty can be determined tf American made products can't be purchased in the 
time necessaty to meet the requirement, or cannot be purchased at a reasonable price. 

• (}SA has delegated this authority to contracting officers at or be-low $100K 
• Waivers above SlOOK must be made by the "Head of Contracting Activity" 

(HCA) 
• GSA has H(:As in each of its regions, in each of its services and at its 

he:tdtiuartcrs. 
• Waiver of per diem hmits 1n affected areas. Federal Department and Agency management may 

now issue blanket \vaivers to per diem requirements for trt1velers in areas affected by Hurricane 
Katrina. l"his allows reimbursement tOr actual expenses to three times the non11al per diem. 

o Effective August 29, 2005 through March 1, 2006, unless extended. 
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o Covers the affl!cted counties as well a~ nearby since associates may need to stay some 
distance trom where the work 1s done. 

o Agencies cannot exceed JOO~d of the applicable per diem rate. 
o Agencies cannot excee<l 120 days of Temporary Quarters Subsistence Expenses (TQSE). 

• For temporary duty travel (fDY) the v.·aiver alle>"'s agencies: 
o To authorize on a blanket basis the use e>f actual expense fur per diem (of up to 300°/o of 

the max1n1um). 
o To authorize per d1enl based on where lodging is obtained for tho:;ic ,,,.ho cannot find it in 

the area to which they assigned. 
• For relocation the waiver allows agencies: 

o To authorize TQSE to lK:: anywhere rnther than the required reasonahle proximity to the 
new official duty station. 

o 10 authorize 1'QSF. expenses at the locality rate rather than the lower Standard CONUS 
rate. 

o To authorize househunting trips under the aclu.al expense allowances. 
• GSA 1s granting a deviation from section 102-34.335 of the Federal Management Regulation 

(FMR) (41 CFR 102-34.335) to al1 agencies whose purchase of gasoline for moC\1r- vc:hiclcs ha5 
been impacted by Humcane Katrina. 

o A deviation has been gntnted from the requirement that agent'ies use only tm ociane 
rating of gasoline rccom111ended by lhe! motor vehicle manufacturer where such grade of 
gasoline is not a\'ailable. 

o This deviation allows the use of premiun1 gase>line only if lower graded gasoline 1s not 
available. 

o 1'his deviation is effecti,·c on September 8, 2005 and expires on March I, 2006. 
o Agencies should be prudent in using premium gasoline only when a lower grade 1s not 

aV'.:iilable. 
o Agencies should continue lo routinely n1oni1or the use of premiun1 fuel through rnonth!y 

reports provided by their charge card vendors. 
• In recognition of recent gasoline price increases. the Administrator of General Services has 

determined the per-mrle opcraling cost~ of a prlvately owned veliiclc (PO\') to be 48.5 cents for 
automobiles. (41CFR301-10) 

c Pursuant to 5 U.S.C', 5707(b). the Adm1nistrt1.tor of General Services has the 
responsibility to establish the POV mileage reimbursement rates. 

0 As µ1uvitleU ins v.s.C. 5704(a) {l), the autOmQbile reimbur!>e r!ITt'" c:annot t'XCCed lhc 
single standard n1ileage rate established by the Internal Revenue Service \IRS). 

o The JRS announced on September 9, 21)05, a new single standard mileage rate for 
autom()hiles of 48.5 cents effei:ti\"e from September I to December 31, 2005. The 
previous POV reimbursement rate was 40.5 cents. 

DHSlllNITJ:D ST A TES COAST GU ARU 
• Coast Guard has granted an exemption Of the Outer Continenlal Sltelf I.rnkl~ Act until 3 I Oc.tohcr 

2005 to increase the percentage of foreign workers on offshore oil rigs damaged by Iiurricane 
Katnna. We do this on a case-by-case basis, normally allowing no more than 25°/o of the crcv.' as 
foreign v;'orkcrs These forC'ign workers will carry Men:hant Mariner OC'Cuments. Tile \\'aive!1' 
will >peed repairs to the 011 and gas 1ndllStry. industry has told us ofa shortage of tJS citizens 
with the right skills. This shortage is no\v ex.acerbated by the hurricane since many of the ere\\' 
lived in tbe atl"ected areas. We have recerved an<l approved three such requests addressing at least 
195 workers on over 10 vessels. \Ve have processed each of rhe three requests in less than 24 
hours. 
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00.~-· · · 'll'l.11M!. NY,PA.R!,VA,.YT·9ll'I WV; .. (Soul!10fti)AL, J\;R,f,~ • 
.' .: ,: !>, •. , •:;¢]\#M,,q~;sc;j'N aDl! TX:'the \Ye'ste!ll Seriice C~l!\i~\) 
!OX11.· .. · .. ·., aniti(lji.l'qr·~!>WMCl<io0<iJ!ly. •These oxtenBions cover the-8ta~s~d.~J!lied 
by ihec . liiiitnienll!l )'rotectlon Agency (EPA) as continniog t9 have '!'! ~e<md 
unusii~~flJ ' : "i,'s'!)ins~e· and for which ~A issued fuel wa)vers. To juatch the 
EPA. ~ · .. !led FMCSA declarat1~ wiJJl>e extended through 11 :59 pm.o~. 

'.!/;'the Pnosidenl"! Cni~"i'~xi\eclarations ~.~. ho1!fS-of-s.,.Yi~~-?Jul 
. . · · for "'1!1ergeiiQy relief efforts to, fi'om, and. within the stricken 
· ' f'~ominoilitY. 

• ), : '. . , , .. ··· J, ~~-federal T~t ~dministration has waived the p~b~f. ~piJ!atlon 
~.in.4[~J!t41·that .ts !llC[Uired before a '™1s1t agency can P'llm:i:lli!l!er 
~· · ·,i'Tr$.si1fi'"'"""'!>l lliust instead make a g\lod fllith effort to , __ :12<..:.~ • .!;JC~ 
i~ ' .,. lf!"l'~~iors are able I~ pro\\jde that service and ~ti~~' 
e :" -~ ;'.JrMsit agen<ti1'&·should Qotify the American BtufAssocji\tioli'~~ the 
vi\i" ~'\h.-ASsociation tlftheir propOsal to provide the siivice. 1'bere iS ·fu 
exii"___ ,fpt this waiver. 

• ero.S; .,, \j Other 
' ... ~ .. ' ' 

0 ;·Tb.'e· . tleriih_as waived the Davis-Bacon Act, permitting lower pay rates on 
consbtctio.g·rehabilitation projects. 

o ·The'.Po;r.~~or Procurement Executive issued a Class Justification· frir Q.~er 
than;Filf(aild Open Competition for urgent aod compelling procureni\Onf!i'.ill 

~:c:=::.:~:·r:u~~:;~ti~~=~r!ci::::~~= 
r¢';0.ll.PiY.Or ~ration efforts related-to Katrina and is good.for 90 daya:{through 
D;ti#i~r (2005)- {FAA: with i~ in~dent Ac~uisition Mariagem~t. 
Sys~eni, ts-not-subject to thIS class 1ustificat1oil, but 1s expe.cted to t:ake Similar 
action.) 

o ·. · Th~J:)c>T_:S.-Cnior Procurement Executive has granted special procureritetlt 
autiiln{ty"ti> slippOrt the reci>very effort due to Hurricane Katrina. This feoovery 
~Oij,;Jµs be"~detennined to be a contingency operation, thereby ~b~~S, .. -
Uicrelii,es in certal11 procurement thresholds and other procuremen!JIJ'l'il>!J!\i,es 
Plliii~\Jo; !\)SC 428a. Contracting Officers may use the aut!ionty~~ecl in 
a mern,Oiahdum issued by the Senior Procurement Executive for-·purChases Qiat 
h~ve A:;-c} •• #nd direct relationship to the support of this natioriat 'emer8ehCy: 

o if!le .~~ty'CFO has e~t<nd'i'l the use of prirchase cwd past the September 9th 
end o\::D:·3ca1 year financial system cut--off date for actions related to recov~ 
frortt ~- This will allow continued use of purchase caros unti\ sej)tc\inber 30 
for recOVery or restoration efforts related to Katrina. 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Fede.-al Student Aid Pro11r11n1s 

• Modified rules for providing Federal student aid lo transfer students who transfer from a 
postsecondary educational institution that 1;; not operating due to the hurricane to another 
institution. 

• Extended application filing dates for Ft"deral student aid for students impacted by the hurricane. 
• Extended various reponing dates required of postsecondary educational institutions. 
• Directed student loan holders to grant an automatic thret""-month forbearance to any borro\-\-·er 

whose address is in a FEMA declared dlsaster county. 
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• DoED is considering all requests from States and based on the State·s need, the specific waiver i~ 
granted. These are not blanket waivers for each State. The Assistant Secretary for the Office of 
Elementary a11d Secondary Education, Henry Johnson is working with the affected States to 
dctenn1ne needs. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
• Waiver under Section 1135 of the Social Security Act 
• Waiver of the following requirements under titles XVITI, XIX, XXI of the act or regulations 

there~under for the affected areas under the declaratioM of emergency for Florida, Alabama, 
Lou.isiana, and Mississippi, and to the ex.tent necessa1y to ensure sufficient health care items 
and services for persons enrolled in Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHiP programs and to insure 
health care provlders that furnish such items and services in good faith, but are unable to 

comply wilh requirements due to Katrina. can be reimbursed for ser\.'1ces: 
• Certain conditions or participation, certification requirements, program participation, etc of 

providers, facilities, etc 
• Requirement that phys1ctans and other health cart" providers hold li.:enses in the State in 

which they provide services, if they have a license in another state 
• Sanctions undcr section 1867 (llle Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Acl. EMT ALA) 

for the redirectlon of an individual to another location to receive medical screening 
examination pursuant to state emergency preparedness plan or transfer of patient who has not 
been stabilized if the redirection arises out of a HwTicane Katrina related em~rgency 

• Limitations on payments under Medicare to pennit enrollees. 10 use out-of-network providers 
• Sanctions and penalties arising from noncompliance with cenain Hll'AA privacy regulations 
• Today, Mark B. McClellan, M.D., Ph.D., Administrator oflhe Centers for Medicare & 

Medicaid Services (CMS), announced that CMS has adop1ed a senes of emergency pohcy 
changes to accomniodate the needs of thousands of displaced Medicaid and State Children's 
Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) bcneficianes who have fled l{urricane Katrina a.nd need 
urgent 1nedical attention in their new host s!at~s. 

• As announced by President Bush. special c\'acuet" status v.'ill be granted to all those who fled 
sla.l.cs because of Hurricane Katrina. 

• Accordingly, CMS is working with affected states to develop a nC\\/ Medicaid and SCHIP 
application template, through \\'hich states may be grantt"d emergency section 1115 
demonstrations to provide tl!niporary eligibility for all ehgibthty groups. Using this new 
program, evacuees displaced because of the storm wilt be able to quickly enroll in M\"dicald 
or the State Children's liealth Insurance Program (SC HIP) tn the slate to which they have 
been evacuated. 

• The Administration is working with Congress to provide financial support to states that 
provide Medicaid and SClllP coverage to evacuees who are currenUy residing in their states. 
Consequently, CMS ts allowing stales w count the full expected cost of these temporary 
programs in their financial statements to detennine federal payments. 

• The following changes to Medicaid and SCRIP '''Ill be :.ivailable to states through the special 
Section 1115 demonscration initiative: 
o States n1ay waive the normal documentation requirements for verifying an evacuee's 

Medicaid or SCHlP status in his/her home stale or any infonnatlon relating to household 
income or employment; 

o The hosl state may provide temporary eligibility to applicant<) who are already enrollees 
in their home state. During ?he period of eligibility, the host s,(ale is required to verify 
circumstances of eligibility co che greatest extent possible; 

o Evacuees may applf using a simplified application in the host state; 
o Host states, al a minimum, will provide their own ~1edica1d and SCHTP benefit packages 

to the evaclb.!es; and 
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o Host states 111usl i:.xtend the expedited application process to evacuees who may be newly 
eligible because of new economic circumstan..:es created by the hurricane (i.e., loss of job 
and income that may hall'e made them ineligible prior to the stonn). 

o CMS has assigned staffto work wlth all states who are hostLng evacuees to provide 
speedy access to Medicaid and SCHIP benefits to those in need. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTF.RIOR 
• Waiving NPS Campground/Entrance fees for Evacuees from Hurricane Katrina 
• \\fe are asking that all parks wherever possible accommodate these visitors at no fee. With the 

Labor Day holiday upnn us. we ask that parks implement an interim policy of wai\·ing fees for 
Katrina evacuees through l\.1ond.ay, September lZth.. Guidance will be issued by Friday, 
Scpte111ber 9th, concerning next steps and extensions as more information becomes available. 

VS ARM\' CORP Of ENGINEERS 
• The USACE Mobile District is see-king a one tin>e waiver to use pipeline dredge in Mobile Bay 

"'ith thin lar~r disposal. All indicauons arc that this will happen but need to do ari expedited 
public notice because of change in dispo~al mode. Ne\v Orleans is not an issue, yet. 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
On September 12, the ll.S. Departmenl of Education granted two "'aivt:rs tu tht: i\{i~sissippi Dcpurtment 
of Educaliun rhat arc related lo funds that Miississ.ippi rC1:eives under the Ele1nentary and Seco11dary 
Education Act of t 965 (ESEA). 

• One \\'a1ver granted an 1nunedia1e 12-mouth t:xlension of the time v.·1thin \\'hi.ch Mississippi has to 
obligate ESEA funds that the Stale has already received and had an original obligation deadline 
of September 30, 2005. This extension will allow the State and its districts an exlTa year to 
obltgace any of those fwu.b that 1nay uot yet have been spent. 

• The other waiver relales to the maintenance-of-effort requirement under covered ESEA programs 
for affected sch.ool di~lricts. While the etTects of HUITicane Katrina on these effort requirements 
will nol ht! cxpericnctd until the 2007-2008 schOQl year, the Departmerit ha~ gran,ed this v.·aiver 
requesl and pl~dged lo work with State and local staff to obtain addiuonal information on the 
names of affected school districts and other relevant fiscal data that 1,vill help complete that 
portion of the \\'aiver process a~ !he actu:tl d"'adlfne.!l ()(;~Ur. 
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Ahmad, Usman 
-----·------- "'"·--·---------------
From: 

Seot: 

To: 

Hoelscher, Doug (DHS)i t b d. -::J 

Wednesday, September 14, 2005 6:51 PM 

Williams, Jan; (_ (b ") c_ ~ "") 
Eric (OHS); Diaz t;MStlne (UHS); 

' 

--:; -ioelscher, Doug (OHS): Leckey. 

I 
j v; 

l~\J)\u/J 
$: .b d, ':J ndavis@gwb43.com; jcherry@gwb43.r:om; tg@gwb43.com; 

'- OC'L) ''""::::> 
Subject: FW: U.S GOVERNMENT RFAOIES FOR HURRICANE OPHELIA (All LISTS) 

WHLs: fyi 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 
c (b)('do)~ 
C bl<>) -::I 

-----Original Message-----
From: Clark, Jason <CTR> [mailto: [, ( b) ( ;;,._) -=i >ehalf Of HSOC,Stote&l.ocal 
Sent: Wednesday, September 141 2005 6:35 PM 
Cc: "'DHS-State-and-LOcal-Affalrs; "'SLGCP-ALL; Mayer, Matt; Mitchell, Andy; Beres, Timothy; Short, Marc 
Subject: U.S, GOVERNMFNT READIES FOR HURRICANE OPHELIA (All LISTS) 

Pres.~ Office 
U.S. Dep.arl1nenl 0£ ff()ftlel11nd Se.:urity 

Press Release 
September 14, 2005 

U.S. GO\'ERNl'l!llNT REAPIES FOR HURRICANE OPHELIA 
Citizen PreparednHs is Crucial 

Washington, DC -- Federal, state and local officials are takir1g procautions as I-Jurricanc Ophelia makes 
landfall on the East Coast. and ensuring emergency relief supplies are pre-positioned in strategic 
locations if needed. Govcrnn1~nr officials cot1tinue to urge residents in eastern coastal states to monitor 
t11e storu1's progress, to make prcpurations for themselves and their families no\\'_ and to follo\v Lhe 
instructions of local officials. 

611812007 
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Several hun<lred trailers of water and Cce and dozens of trailers of 1neals-rcady-to-eat (MREs) arc pre­
positioned today in Georgia. Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, South Carolina and Virginia to 
address the potenlial effects of HL1rricane Ophelia if needed by the states. The Governor of North 
Carolina has declared a state of emergency and issued mandatory evacuations ofptJtentially affected 
areas. In addition, federal agencies stand ready to provide the following support if necessary: 

• The U.S. Department of Agriculture has jdentified f<lod sources tOr ntcal support operations. 
Other emergency programs, such as food stamps, are prepared to be '1clivalcd if required. 

• The U.S. Department of Defen5e has Defense Coordinating Officers and Defense Coordinating 
Elements in place in North and South Carolina and a Defense l,iaison Officer in Virginia. 

o The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has plnnnins response teams on alert for North and 
South Carolina for ren1porary poy,·er, ice, water, debris, and logistics. 

• The U.S. Department of Energy is prepared to tr,ick and access po\ver outages and provide 
assistance to state and local governm~nt:; and industry as rcqu.ired. 

• The U.S. Department of Health and Human Sen·ices tias staff in the Emergen..:y Operations 
Centers in both North Carolina and South Carolina. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention have readied Push Packages of medical :.upphes and cquipn1ent from the Strategic 
National Stockpile along with advisory teams of experts ready to assist both states. For 
infom1ntion on hluricane preparedness and recovery information to protect your health 
see bt.tQJ/wv.'W.bt.cdc.gov/disas1erslhurricancsi'iDde~.as_p. 

• The U.S. Department of Homeland Security has deployed a team to monitor the storm's 
progress and coordinate federal activity. Hon..eland Security compcnents ar~ providin~ further 
support: 

o FEJ\IA's National Disaster Medical System and Urban Search and Rescue program have 
three Disaster Medical Assistance Teams. six llrha.tt Search and Rescue teams and various 
other expert and medical personnel activated or deployed. 

o FEMA 's !\ational Response Coordination Center is op~rating at Level 1 Operations (24-7} 
in !Support of regional response efforts for Hurricane Ophelia. 

6il8120Q7 

o Daily video-teleconferences are being conducted with the Nacional Hurricane Center, 
FEMA headquarters, FEMA regional offices, the potentially affected states, and other 
emergency managcn1ent persunnel. 

o U.S. Coa51 Guard crc,vs are pre-positioning search and rescue. pollution response and 
aicies lo navigation assets for post stonn response. The Captain of the Port for Sector 
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North Carolina has closed the ports of Wilmington and Morehead City to all vessel traffic, 
and has instituted a safety zone to control vessel movements and port activities in North 
Carolina. 

o U.S. Customs and Border Protection has air assets available to assist rapid needs damage 
assessmeot operations. Multiple Safe Boats. Se-a Arks, law enforcement vessels, other 
vehicles and generators could be deployed if necessary. 

• U.S. Department or the Interior agencies, including the National Park Service and the U.S. Fish 
and Wi1d1ife Service, have alerted visicors and closed parks and wildlife refuges to expedite 
evacuation of areas in the hunicane's path. These facilities include the National Park Service 
Outer Banks Group, Wright Brothers National Memorial, Fort Raleigh National Historic Site, 
Cape Lookout and Cape Hatteras National Seashores, Moores Crtek National Battlefield and Pea 
lsland Refuge. tr.s. Geological Survey offices in North Carolina and Virginia are preparing for 
possible landfall, and a USGS storm response 1ean1 has been acti\·ated. 

• The U.S. Departme11t ofTransportatio11 is coordinatittg with the U.S. Deparlment of Defense 
and Jocal authorities to provide for potential fixed.wing and rotor aircrafc support. 

• The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has seven on-sce11e coordinators (OS(~s) available 
for deployment if necessary. 

• The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupa.tiooal Safety and Health Administration is prepared to 
provide technical assistance to ensure the health and safety of workers during hunicane clean-up 
and recovery. 

'fhe federal governrnent is coordinating closely with stale .1nd [ocal officials and emergency 
management personnel to maximize readiness and response efforts and to provide any assistanc-e 
requested by the states. 

Individual preparedness is crucial for citizens and their families before a storm, and residents should be 
prepared with 72 hours of supplies. All emergency kits should include as a minimum: first aid kits, 
emergency food and water, prescription niedication, emergency caslt and credit cards, \'alid 
identification, sturdy shoes and a change of clothes. 

Comprehensive tips for disaster kits and family disasri:r plans are available onllne at www,fema.~oy, 
www.ready.gm:, and www.redcro_ss.9rg. 

### 

6118/2007 
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Ahmad, Usman 
·----- -----·-·--···--

From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS) 

Sent: Wednesday, Seplernber 14, 2005 2:39 PM 

To: Williams, Jan; · ( b l _ d--:i -=i -loelscher. Doug L (OHS); Leckey 
Eric (OHS): Diaz Christine (OHS);. [_ 

I 
b c d.) '-::J 

'l 
J 

C ( b)C ~) ")mdavis@gwb43.com; jcherry@gwb4J.com;.tg@gwb43.c0m; 
C Lbl(<>-J -:i 

Subject: FW: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE AND RECOVERY TO THE AFTERMATH OF 
HURRICANE KATRINA {AH lisl, State & Local Affairs, SLGCP-All) 

WHLs: fyi 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

c b"-::J c lb?(d..):.:J 

--·--Original Message-----
From: Hein, John; t:__ '\::> ( ~ ') -J 1] On Behalf Of HSOC.State&local 
Sent: Wednesday, September 1'1, 2005 1:44 PM 
Cc: ""OHS-St.ate·and-Local-Affairs; "'SLGCP-ALL; Mayer, Matt; Mitchell, Andy; Short, Marc; Beres, Timothy 
SUbject: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE AND RECOVERY TO THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE 
KATRINA (All list, State & Loe.al Affairs, SLGCP-All) 

Press Release 

Prl!.\".f Office 
(J.S. Department ofllomel•nd Se~;i,lrity 

SepLcmber 14, 2005 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE AND RECOVERY TO THE AFTERMATH OF 
HURRICANE KATRINA 

Federal support to state and local officials and volunteer organizations continues around the c1ock in an 
effort to save lives, sustain life, and assisl with law enforcement operations in areas affected by 
l-lurricane Katrina. The following facts provide an update to some of the in1portant activities and 

6118/2007 



Page 2 of2 

approximate nun1bers as of 2 p.nt EDT: 

• 

• 

• 

Households Funded I 465,000 

Typ" or Paymcnl 

Direct Deposit $554.9 million 

Check $472.3 million 

Debit Card $20.6 million 

Total Assistance Provided SI billion 
-~ 

j '•_P_c_o_p_lc_h_o_u_se_d~in-,-h-c-lt-cc-,~~~--~--~--ll-2-,0-00 
MR.Es pruvideJ (1nealsi 24.t million 
Water provided (liters) 61.3 million 

•The nun1her of people housed in shelters is expected ro decrea~·e as peopli: are providt•it 
tong~1erm lruusing 

Department of Energy Secretary Samuel W. Bodman announced that he approved bids for the sale 
of 11 million barrels of crude oil from the Strategic Petrolet1m Reserve. Con1binet1 wil11 12.6 rnillion 
barrels of crude pre\·iously approved for loans, in response to the disruptions caused by Hurricane 
Katrir1a, these releases will provide 23.6 million barrels of crude for the U.S. market. 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Norman Y. Mineta announced toda}r that Mississippi \\-'ill 
immediately reci;;:ive $5 1nillion in federal emergency relief funding as a do\vn payment on the repair 
or replacement of damaged roads and bridges throughout the state. Mississippi \\'ill receive the funds 
through the Federal Highway Administration's emergency relief program to rein1burse the state for 
repairs to US 90, I- I 0 and other federally funded roac.J:s anU. bridgc:s in the state damaged by 
Hurrit-ane Katrina. 

The Environmental Protection Agency issued an advisol)' today urging chc pllblic to continue to usi;: 
caution when encering hurricane damaged hon1es and buildings. Individuals planning to return to 
their homes or businesses should remain alert for leaking natural gas lines, and carbon mortoxide 
poisoning from using un-vented fuel-bu1ning equipment indoors. EPA is warning people to ren1ove 
contaminated materials in order 10 reduce moisture and humidity that can [lrcsent serious long-tenn 
health risks front mlcro-orgauis1ns. For n1ore information visit ~.epa_,gQY. 

### 
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Ahmad, Usman 
·-----------------

From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS) 

Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2005 4:36 PM 

To: Williams. Jan: ·C _ \ \o-)(_ do-) :=I Hoa!scher, Doug L (OHS); Leckey 
rDHS); Diaz Constine (OHS); C \:) l?,) :J ~ 

bz._ J .1davis@gwb43.com; jcherry@gwb43.com; tg@gwb43.com; 

Subject: FW: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE ANO RECOVERY TO THE AFTERMATH OF 
HURRICANE KATRINA (Afl list, State & Local Affairs, SLGCP-AJI) 

WHL's: fyi 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

l_ l'o) (_2 )-_:i 
-----Original Message----· 
From: Hein, John [mailto· . On Behalf Of HSOC.State&Local 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2005 2:52 PM 
Cc: "OHS-State-and-Local-Affairs; "SLGa>·ALL; Mayer, Matt; Mitchell, Andy; Short, Marc; Beres, Timothy 
subject: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE AND RECOVERY TO THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE 
KATRJNA (All list, State & Local Affaks, SLGCP-All) 

Press Release 

Press ()jfi,-1' 

ll.S. Department of Homeland Security 

September 13, 200.5 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE AND RECOVERY TO THE AFTERMATH OF 
HURRICANE KATRINA 

Federal support to state and local officials and volunteer organizations continues around the clock in an 
effort to save lives, sustain life, and assist with law enforc.ement operations in areas affected by 
Hurricane Katrina. The following facts provide an update to some of the in1portant activities and 

6/18/2007 
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appruxin1ate ntimbcrs as of 2 p.m. EDT today· 

• 

• 

• 

Household' Funded 
Type of Payment 

Direct Deposit 

Check 

Debit Card 

Total Assistance Provided 

Livc:s Saved (rescues p~iforrnecf) 

* Pe{lp)e housed in sheilcrs 
MREs provided (meals) 
Water provtded (liters> 

430.000 

S5t0.4 million 

$434.8 1nillio11 

$20.6 million 

$965.8 1ulllion 

49,800 

129,000 

23.3 mlllion 
58.8 million 

*The number of people ho11sed in shelll'rs is expecletl lo dd"ro:ase a:;· people iire p1·ovided 

long-tCnlf. housing. 

Schools and districts nationwide are opening their doors to the hundreds of thousands of children 
without schooJs. The Departn1ent of Education launched a websitt:, Hurricane E:fc1p for Schools, at 
ID\'W.ed .. gov/katrina. The sile helps n1atch schools with displaced students with companies, 
organizations, other schools and individuals willing to donate. 

Work on repairing the T\\·in Spans Bridge: that carries traffic on Int~rstate-10 between New Orleans 
and Slidell, La., started yesterday following Friday'~ award of a $31 niillion contract to Bah 
Brothers Construction of New Orleans. The eastbound span will he repaired first, providing one lane 
of traffic in each direction. 

The lr.S. Anny Corps of Engineers has more dian 100 crev.s responding to ntore than 6,400 
requests in Operation Blue Roof in Mi.ssis:sippi. The operation provided repairs. to more than 200 
roofs o,·er the last 24 hours and estimates that 23,000 roof repairs"" ill be required. Operation Blue 
Roof sign-up centers are now open in Jackson, Harrison, Hancock, Forrest, Stone, Lamar, Marion. 
Jefferson Da,•is, and Pearl River counties 1n 1\.-flssissippi. 

### 
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Ahmad, Usman 
------------------------

From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS} 

Sent: Monday, Seplt!rnber 12, 2005 7:50 PM 

To: Williams, Jan; c_ (~ h) c ?-.-:} ~ ~Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS): Leckey 
Eric (OHS); Diaz Chrisune (OHS); [ - <:_ b) (_ ?) . .. . ~ 

I \ I \ 7 b) ( d) 
' J _ Jo le., ":J \daViS@gwb43.com; jcherry@gwb43.com; tg@gwb43.com; 

1 t b("d) ) 
Subject: FW: HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE AND RECOVERY TO THE 

AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE KATRINA 

WHL's--fyi 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

(, Lb)lo) ~ 

Press Release 

Pres.,· Office 
ll.S. fiep11rtment of Homeland Security 

Septen1bcr 12, 2005 

HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RES FON SE AND RECOVERY TO THE 
AFJ'ERJ\IATH OF Hl'RRll:AN~ KATRINA 

Federal support to state and local officials and volunteer organizations continues around tl1e clock in an 
effort to save lives, sustain life, and assist with Jaw enforcement operations in areas affected by 
Hurricane Katrina. The following facts highlight some of the important acti\•ities and approximate 
numbers as of 2 p.m. EDT today: 

~ouseholds Funded 364,0DLl 

,;:11"' /'}(\('i1 



• 

• 

• 

• 

T""'e of Pa.vment 

Direct Dt.":pusit (EBT) 

Check 
Debit Card 

Total Assistance Pro\1ded 

Lives Saved (rescues perforn1r>tf) 

People floused in shelters 
MREs provided (meals) 
\Vatcr provided (liters) 

$42] million 

$375 million 

$20.5 million 

$818.S million 

49.800 
141,500 

22.S million 
5].~ million 
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The U.S. Department of Labor arutounced today the creation of a new Web site designed to connect 
workers impacted by the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina with ernployers who want to hire 
them. Tl1e Katrina Recovery Job Connection can be found at http://www.jobsearch.orgLk__atri.m.jo~ 
or through America's Job Bank at Y.,\v_w.ajb .. QIS. 

Tl1e Envirorunental Protection Agency, in coordination with the Louisiana Department of 
Enviro1unenlal Quality, poslcd water sample data front the New Orleans flood on the EPA. website. 
Tlte results show that public and entergency responders should avoid contact with standing water. 
Results available at hJU2J/wwll· .. epa_,_g_qv.'katrinaltestresul1~1index.html. 

The U.S. Postal Service continues lo reconnect Gulf Coast residents \vith their mail, now pro\•iding 
full deliveiy service to some 82 percent of residertts and businesses atl""ected by Hurricane Katrina. 
More th.an 98,000 households of affected residents have filed a Change of Address. Also during the 
last week, the Postal Service has distributed more than 20,000 Social s~cucity check5 to residents at 
mol:Jile locations in Louisia11a, Mississippi, and Alabama. 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and U.S. In1u1igration and Customs Enforce1nent (lCE) 
delivered several thousand items of clothing today to Hurricane Katri11a. evacuees in Jackson, Miss., 
wiUt a pledge to delivery more items throughout tl1e \\'eek. CBP and ICE officials seized the clothes 
for violations of U.S. tradcrna1k laws. The total pledged donation to Mississippi is estimated at 
approximately $15 million in value and includes over one million pieces of seized clothing items. 
Houston and San Antonio also received deliveries of seized items.· 
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Ahmad, Usman 

From: Hoelscher. Doug L (OHS) 

Sent: Friday, September 09, 2005 4:45 PM 

To: Williams, Jan; 1- .b ( :;>.) 
Eric (OHS); Diaz"t:hristine {OHS);·[ 

:J·; Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS); lackey 

(_t,(_?-) J 
I 

~I 
I (1 \ ("' T mdaVis@gwb43.com; jcherry@gwb43.com; tg@gwb43.com; 
l '(J)~O J 

Subject: FW: HIGt~LIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH OF 
HURRICANE KATRINA (All Lists) 

TO: WHL Colleagues 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department or Homeland Security 

[ - (Jo) ( ~) ~ 

-----Original Message-----
From: Scholten, Gaylon <CTR> [moilto: L Cb) l -;,) ::Jv] On BehalfOfHSOC.State&Local 
Sent: Friday, September 09, 2005 4:31 PM 
Cc: "OHS-State-and-Local-Affairs 
subject: HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE 
KAlRlNA (All Lists) 

Press Release 

PreJs Ojfit·e 
ll.S. I>~parhneut or llo1neland S~urity 

September 9, 2005 

HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH 
OF HURRICANE KATRINA 

Federal support to state and local officials and volunteer organizations continues around the clock in au 
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effort to save lives, sustain life, and assist with law enforcement operations in areas affected by 
Hurricane Katrina. The following facts highlight sonlc of the important activities as of2 p.m.: 

Lives Sa\•ed (rescues performed) 
Shelters 774 PeopJe housed in shelters 
FEMA responders 
U.S. Coast Guard perso1U1el 
National Guard personnel 
Activ~ Duty Military 

MREs provided (meals) 

\Vater providefl (hters) 

48,586 

248,200 

8,100 

4,000 

46,200 

20,000 

18.3 million 

40. 7 million 

• Nearly $460 n1illion in expedited aid to individuals has been provided by the Department of 
f-Jomeland Security's Federal E1nergency Management Age11cy in the 48 hours since the agenc)' 
activated the expedited assistar1ce program. More than 230,000 eligible households are receiving 
payments of $2,000 to help pay for their emergency needs of food, shelter, clothing, personal 
necessities and medical needs. 

• Three states have established donations hotlines to help n1anage the ovenvhelming outpouring of 
generosity shown by people frC>m around the world: 

o Mississippi, 1-866-230-8903 
o Alabama. 1-877-273-5018 
o Louisiana, 1-866-334-8304 

The r-·EMA Don1.tlons Hotlioe is 1-800-440-6728. To date, over 84,000 offers have been received 
through this line and calls are con1ing in at a rate of about 12,000 per day. 

• President Bush named Sept. 16, 2005 a national day of prayer and rentembrance to honl)f the 
victims and sur\'i\'OTS of Hurricane Katrina. 

### 
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Ahmad, Usman 
--------

From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS) 

Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2005 3:13 PM 

To: Williams, Jan; t C ( b) (_ 'd-. -) 
Eric (OHS); Diaz t..:nnsune (lJHSl; 1 _, 

__J , Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS); Lackey 

C\,\\L:) -- - . J 

r (_\ ~ ( 'l -;,.mdavis@gwb43.com; jcherry@gwb43 com; tg@gwb43.com; 

\- \..OJ l"" J 
Subject: HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH OF 

HURRICANE KATRINA (All Lists) 

TO: WHL Colleagues 

Doug Hot:lscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

-C C6)l~)'-J 
-----Ortglnal Message-----
Fn>m: Sdiolten, Gaylon <CTR> (malltoC Ch) ( d.::J ::rl On BehalfOfHSOC,State&Local 
Sent: Thursday, September 08, 2005 3:00 PM 
Cc: "OHS-State-and-Local-Affairs 
SUbject: HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE 
KATRINA (All Lists) 

Press Release 

Pl"t:Sl Office 
U.S. Deparlmcnl or Hon1f'Ja11d Security 

September 8, 200S 

HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH 
OF HURRICANE KATRINA 

Federal suppor1 to slate and local officials and v<Jluntccr organizations continues around the clock in 
effort to save lives, sustain life, and assist with law enforcement operations in areas affected by 
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Hurricane Katrina. The following facts highlight some of the important activities as of 2 p.m.: 

Lives Saved (rescues performed) 47,300 

Shelters 750 PeopJe housed in s::h:.:e"lt"'er:.:s _ __:2::3.::5"',2'-'U"U'------" 

FEMA responders 7 ,500 

U.S. Coast Guard personnel 4,000 
National Guard personnel 45,000 

~ctive Duty Military 19,000 

j ~REs provided (meals) 17 million 

I Water provided (liters) 37.4 million 

• The Federal Emergency Management Agency is implementing a new assistance dell very tool by 
issuing debit cards to the thousands of evacuees at the Houston Astrodome. Currently, the an1ount of 
money being distributed through the expedited assistance program is $2,000 per household_ 

• The Department of Heallh and Human Services bas a toll-free hotline for people in crisis in the 
aftermath of this disaster. People in crisis arc urged to call l-800-273-TALK (1-800-273-8255). 
Callers will receive counseling from trained statTwho will listen and assist in getting the mental 
health help callers need. 

• Labor Secretary Elaine L. Chao, Treasury Secretary John~'. Snow, Commerce Secretary Carlos M. 
Gutierrez and Social Security Commissioner Jo Anne B. Barnhart "'ill travel to Texas, Louisiana 
and Alabama on Friday to assess both near-term and long-tcnn economic needs of the Gulf Coast 
region, and discuss assistance available to individuals and srnall businesses in the region. 

• U.S. Depart1nent of Agriculture Secretary Mike Johatuts announced today that more than $170 
million in emergency assistance is available to agricultural producers suffering from Hurricane 
Katrina. 

• Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales met wilh Department or Justice personnel today in the 
affected area to discuss relief and anti-fraud law enforcement efforts. Justice is leading a task force 
with FBI and the Federal Trade Commission to investigate disaster-related fraud crimes such as 
insurance fraud and charily fraud. 

### 
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Ahmad, Usman 
---------·-------·------------------
From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS) 

Sent: 

To: 

Thursday, September 06, 2005 8:34 AM 

Williams, Jan; ct[_ ( h l ( 
Enc (OHS); Diaz Christine (OHS); l~ 

- \ loelscher, Doug L (OHS); Leckey 

b(2:) . . - .. -:J _ ... ·- -

[ 
( \ \ r,...., "] mdavis@gwb43.com; jcherry@gwb43.com; tg@gwb43.com; 
LtJJ\.L---i 

Subject: FW: NICCL UPDATE 44 - DEBIT CARD RELEASE - SEPT. 7 - KATRINA 

WHL Colleagues 

FYI 

Doug Hoelscher 
'White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

L CVi) l"iJ ~ 
--·--Original Message-----
From: Clark, Jason <CTR> [mallto: l. l?C 2J ':::J. On Behalf Of HSOC.State&Local 
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2005 9:21 PM 
Cc: "DHS-State-and-local-Affalrs 
SUbject: NICO. UPDATE 44 - DEBIT CARD RELEASE - SEPT. 7 - KATRINA (HSAs and Staff, Emergency Mgrs and 
Staff) 

Belo'v is a release from FEMA re: debit c:ards which went out today. Thank you. 

FEMA GETTING ASSISTANCE TO INDIVIDUALS 

WASiiINGTON, DC - As the response effons to get people out ofhanns way and placed in safe clean 
environments continues, the Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Managen1ent 
Agency is reaching out to individuals and assisting them in the application process for disaster 
assistance. The registration process is one of the first steps in receiving aid through FEMA's programs. 
<ind assistance is being expedited to assist those in need. 

Expedited assistance co help people with their emergency needs of food, shelter, clothing, and personal 
nl."Cessities is being tnade available to individuals as they apply to FEMA on line at ~~.fema.gov, or 
by calling l-800-621-FEMA (3362), TfY 800-462-7585. FEMA personnel are fanning across the 
nation visiling shelters and setting up disaster recovery centers staffed with individuals to assist in the 
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process of providing expedited assistance. 

"We realize that many viclims do not have access to the usual means of even registering for assistance, 
and FEMA is initiating efforts to bring lhe registration process lo those io need," said HomeJand 
Security's Principal Federal Official for Hurricane Katrina respo11se and head ofFEMA Michael D. 
Brown. 

Currently. the amount of1noney being distributed through the expedited assistance program is $2,000 
per h.ousehoJd. This expedited assistance is n1ade available by FE1vlA to those residents severely 
impacted by disasters from Mississippi and Louisiana who do not have the usual means of identifying 
damage to their property or unable to provide the immediate documentation necessary. 

This emergency assistance is provided to help with disaster needs such as transportation, clothjng, rental 
housing, other housing accommodations, and food, and is included in the calculation of total benefits for 
'"·hich victin1s are eligible. 

Once individuals register with FEMA for assistance, funds will be nlade available either through the use 
of electronic transfer to put funds directly in individuals' bank accounts, debit cards in some locatio11s, or 
by check that can be delivered directly to individuals through the US Postal Service. The US Postal 
Service and FEMA have been coordinating to be sure mail is able to be forwarded and delivered to 
individuals staying in shellers. 

In instances 'vhere individuals do not have access to direcl deposit banking means, or are unable to 
receive chec;ks, FEMA is also in1plementing a new assistance delivery tooJ of issuing debit cards to the 
thousand or evacuees at the Houston Astrodome. The program at the Aslrodome, 1n coordi11ation 1.vith 
the US Treasury, will consist ofFEMA teams assisting people in the registration process, with 
additional assistance from the banking community to deliver the debit card on site. 

One~ the registration process is con1plete, individuals \Vithout c]eclronic funds transfer {EFT) will 
receive their card \.\-'ith a persorial identification number (PIN) and the assistance will be loaded onto the 
card witl1in 24 hours, allowing the debit cards to be used at any automated cash machine (ATM). or at 
any location accepting bank cards with the MasterCard logo. Those \vith EFT capal:iilities do not have 
to wait 24 hours as their funds will transfer quickly. 

The use of the debit card progran1 may also be offered in other large shelten; where FEMA has assisted 
in n1oving the evacuees into those areas. 

The emergency funds distributed through debit cards do not provide victims with more assistance than 
what others may get, but sintply utilizes a new delivery method for expedited assistance. The expedited 
assistance being made available to individuals will only be a portion of the total assistance many people 
may necrl, and nonnal eligibility determinations will result in subsequent payments of assistance in the 
future. 

Affected indlviduals in designated counties can regi:ster online for disaster assistance at www.fen1a.gov 
or call FEMA's toll-free registration line 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) - TIY 800-462-7585. Victims are 
encouraged lo register on· line due to the po::;sibility of high call volwne. If registering by phone, owners 
of commercial properties W.1d residents with only minor losses are urged to wait a few days before 
calling so those whose hon1es were deslroyed or heavily damaged can be served first. Phone lines are 
open 24.hours, 7 days a week. 
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FEMA prepares the nation for all hazards and manages federal response and recovery efforts following 
any national incident. FEMA also initiates mitigation acti\'ities, trains first responders, works with state 
and local emergency managers, and manages the National Flood Insurance Program and the U.S. Fire 
Administration. FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security on March I, 200~. 

### 
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Ahmad, Usman 
-------~-----

From: Hoelscher, Doug L {OHS) 

Sent: Wednesday, September 07. 2005 6:55 PM 

To: Williams, Jan; ( l b (_ ?- ) 
Eric {OHS); Diaz'-Christine (OHS); l -

J ; Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS); Leckey 
i:, ( z) "---- J 

7 \ 

2J) 
) iTidavis@gwb43.com; jcherry@gwb43.com; TQ@QWD4.1.com; 

c lo (_ &:> ~ 
Subject: HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH OF 

HURRICANE KATRINA 

TO: WHL Colleagues 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liau~on 
Department of Homeland Security 

[ 6C2)) 
----Original Message-----
From: Hein, John [mailto: C b( 2) ::I on Behalf Of HSOC.State&Local 
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2005 5:04 PM 
Cc: "OHS-State-and-Local-Affairs; "SLGCP-ALL; Mayer, Matt; Mitchell, Andy; Short, Marc; Beres, Timothy 
Subject: HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITTD STATIOS GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTIORMATH OF HURRICANE 
KATRINA (All list, OHS State &. Local Affairs, SLGCP-All) 

Press Release 

Prt'l'i ()jjicc 
U.S. Department ofHomela11d Stturity 

September 7, 2005 

HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH 
OF HURRICANE KA TRINA 
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The federal effort to save lives, sustain life, and support recovery and law enforcement operations in 
areas affected by Hurricane Katrina continues around the clock. The following facts highlight some of 
the in1portant activities as of2:00 p.n1.: 

Lives Saved (rescues performed) 47,000 

Shelters 750 People housed in shelters 235,400 

FEMA responders 7,500 

U.S. Coast Guard personnel 4,000 

National Guard personnel 41,500 

Active Duty Military 17,000 

MREs provided (meals) 11.9 million 

Water provided (liters) 21 million 

• As the response efforts to get people out of harms way and placed in safe clean environments 
continues, the Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency is 
reaching out to individuals and assisting them in the application process for disaster assistance. 
The registration process is one of the first steps in receiving aid through FEMA's programs, and 
assistance is being expedited to assist those in need. 

• Expedited assistance to help people with their emergency needs of food, shelter, clothing. and 
personal necessities is being made available to individuals as they apply to FEMA on line at 
www.fema.gov, or by calling 1-800-621-FEMA (3362), ITY 800-462-7585. FEMA personnel 
are fanning out across the nation visiting shelters and setting up disaster recovery centers staffed 
with individuals to assist in the process of providing expedited assistance. 

• The Secretary of Labor, Elaine Chao, signed a National emergency grant for more than $100 
million to create 25,000 temporary jobs in the disaster areas, largely to assist in clean-up and 
recovery efforts. 

### 
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Ahmad, Usman 
----·------ -----·-----·-----·-·---

From: Hoelsciler. Doug L (DHS) 

Sent: Suoday, September 04, 2005 7:01 PM 

To: Williams, Jan;.[_ ':::> 

J 
l 

Cc: MDavis@gwb43.com; tg@gwb43.com 

Subject: FW: HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH OF 
HURRICANE KATRINA (ALL LISTS) 

TO: WHL COiieagues - p:ease pass along as you see appropriate 

Doug Hoelscher 
White Honse Liaison 
Departn1ent of [-fomeland Security c l'o)('J,) J 

-- .. """-··.'-·e~. 

-----Original Message-----
from: Oarl<, Jason <CTR> [mailto:: C (b) C ·::,_ ! '=:l on Behalf or HSOC.state&Loc•I 
Sent: Sunday, September 04, 2005 6:31 PM 
To: undlsdosed·recipients 
SUbject: HIGHLIGHTS Of UNITED STATES GOVCRNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE 
KATRINA (ALL L!STS) 

Press Release 
Press Office 

lJ.S. Deparhn~nc or Hoo1eland Sfcu.rity 

September 4, 2005 

HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH 
OF HURRICANE KATRINA 

The federal effort to save Ii ves, sustain life, and support recovery and law enforcement operations in 
areas affected by Hurricane Katrina continues around the clock. The following facts highlight some of 
the important activitie.s as of 4 p.1n .. 

Lives Saved 
Citizens Evacuated 
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• 

• 

Shelters 499 
National Guard personnel 

U.S. Coast Guard persorut~I 

FEMA responders 

MREs provided (nteals) 
Water provided (liters) 

Peoole housed in shelters 135.000 
35,000 
4,000 

5,000 

4.8 million 
11 million 
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• Plans to air 
evacuate 10,000 persons per day began Saturday with 1he largest emergency domestic airlift of 
people in U.S. history. Operations from the Louis Annslrong New Orleans International Airport 
began Saturday. 

This is the largest and most comprehensive National Gllard response to a natural disaster. The 
previous largest response was in 1989 during the California Loma Prieta earthquake, when 32,000 
California Guardsmen were called up. 

The Enviroru11ental Protection Agency issued an advisory today urging the public to use caution 
when entering hunicane damagt"d homes and buildings. Individuals \\'ho are reluming to their homes 
or businesses should rcn1ain alert ror leaking containers and reactive household chemicals, as well as 
taking caulion when handling building materials. For more information visi1 \\'\vv.·.e~a.gov. 
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Ahmad, Usman 

From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS) 

Sant: Wednesday, August 31, 2005 2 :20 PM 

To: Williams. Jan: ·C. 

( 
LO 

Pagel of5 

----"-·-----------

1 
_J 

Cc: C bC q,J _::;>.oav;,@gwb43"ccm: [_ bC :>) ~ 
Subject: FW: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE 

KATRINA (All Lists; S&L Staff) 

TO: WHL colleagues 

Below please find a OHS press release detailing the Federal governnoent's response 10 Hurricane Katrina. 

Doug Hoelsch.er 
White House Liaison 
Department ofHom.;land Security 

L (b)(dJ :=i 

Press Release 

Press Office 
U.S. Oepa.-tmenl or Ho1neland Security 

August 31, 2005 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AITERMATH OF HURRICANE: 
KATRINA 

The federal govemmenc is continuing to support state and local authorities in leading one of the largest 
disaster response 1nobilizations in United States history to respond to Hurricane Katrina. 

"At this time, we are directing the full range of federal resources and capabilities to assist and protect 
those who have born the brunt of this catastrophe," said Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff. 
"We will ensure that citizens in areas affected by Hurricane Katrina have the sustained support and aid 
necessary to recover and reclaim their homes and communities." 
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Ilurricanc Katrina has pro,•en to be one of the most dangerous storms in U.S. hislory. Hazards frorn 
weakened and damaged trees, downed power lines, high water, and other dangers remain. We urge 
citizens to be n1indfu1 of instructions from state and local officials who have asked that individuals 
reinain in shelters, hon1e.s or safe places until given further notice. lndiYiduals in declared counties can 
register on line for disaster assistance at www.fema.gov or call FEMA 's toll free registration line at 1-
800-621-FEMA (3362); forthe hearing impaired TTY 800-462-7585. 

President George W. Bush declared major disasters for impacted areas in Louisiana, Mtssissippi, 
Florida, and Alaban1a. The U.S. Departnient of Homeland Security (DHS) is actively 1nanaging federal 
assistance to these affected communities to expedite response efforts and save liYes. With these disaster 
declarations the federal government is able lo bring its full rcsourc~~ to bear in helping residents in the 
i111pacted states with emergency needs and recovery support. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Under Secretary Michael Brown is currently in the 
region directing efforts under the National Response Plan. The primary activities remain focused on life 
saving and life·sustairllng efforts. FEMA is currently coordinating with a number of their state and 
voluntary organizatio11 partners to help meet basic shelter and emergency needs. 

Highlights of the federal response as of 11 a.m. include: 

FEMA 

• FEMA deployed 39 Disaster Me<lic3I Assistanc~ Teants front all across the U.S. to staging areas 
in Alabama, Tennessee, Texas, and Louisiana and is now movint; lhem into impacted areas. 

• Eighteen Urban Search and Rescue task forces and tv;o Incident Support Teams have been 
deployed and prepcsitioned in Shreveport. La., and Jackson, tvliss., including teams fro1n Florida, 
Indiana. ~taryh:ind. Missouri. Ohio, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia. An additional eight S\\ift 
water ri;scue teams have been deployed. 

• FEMA is moving supplies and equipment into the hardest hit areas as quickly as possible, 
especially \vater, ice. meals, nledical supplies, generators, tents, and tatps. There are currently 
{]Ver 1,70(} trucks which have.been mobilized to move these supplies into position. 

Coast Guard 

• The U.S. Coast Uuard (USCG) worked through the night and has rescued or assisted more than 
1,250 people. 

• Secretary Chertoff has authorized the recall to acti,'e duty of 550 Coasl Guard Reservists to 
support response and recovery acti\'ities. 

• USCG ships, boats, and aircraft continue to support F'EMA and state and local au1horities with 
rescue and recovery efforts. USCG has also activated three national strike teams to help in 
ren1oval of hazardous materials; ships and boats continue to support the national relief efforts. 
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National Guard 

• The National Guard of the four most heavily impacted states are providing support 00 civil 
authorities. Guard t111its are aJso pro,;iding generators, n1cdical assistance and shelters. Currently, 
1nore than 31,500 1nt:111ber:i front Lollisianai Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida are engaged and 
providing assistance. 

• The Nalional Guard is augmenting civilian law enfOrcemenl capacity, not acting in lieu of it. 

Department ol Defense 
As directed by the Secretary of Defense and in accordance with the National Response Plan, U.S. 
Northern Command (NORTHCOM) is supporting the FEMA disaster relief efforts. NORTHCOM, the 
lead Department of Defense (DOD) orgcuiizatioll for llunicane Katrina response. is moving andlor 
mobilizing the following resources to support FE\rfA 's respo1ise and recovery efforts: 

• NORTHCOM established Joint Task Force (JTF) Katrina to act as the military's on-scene 
command in support of FEMA. Lt. Gen. Russel Honore. commander of the First Army in Fort 
Gillem, Ga., is the JTF-Commander. JTF Katrina will be based out of Camp Shelby, Miss. 

• U.S. Transportation l'ommand is flying eight swift \\'aler r1:scuc lean1s from Cal?fQm(a. lo 
Lafayette, La. These tea1ns will provide approximately 14 highly trained personnel with \lehicles 
and sn1all rigid-hulled boats capable of rescuing stranded citizens fron1 flooded areas. 

• USS Bataan sailed to the \\'alers orf Louisiana to provide support. Currently, four helicopters fi-om 
the Bataan are flying medical evacuation and search and rescue missions in Louisiana. Bataan's 
hospital may also be used for medical support. 

• Tl1e Iwo Jima Amphibious Readiness Group (ARG) is preparing to sail from Norfolk. VA loaded 
with disaster response equipment. The ARG consis1s of four amphibious ships. and will be off the 
coast of Louisiana in the next five days. 

• The hospital ship USNS Comfort is departing Baltimore lo bring medical assista1u.;(;: cap·abilitic.s lo 
the Gulf region, and should arrive in seven days. 

Departrne-nt of Healtb apd Human Services 
The Depanment of Health and Human Services (HHS) is making available all of their capabilities 10 

help slate and local officials provide care and assistance to the \.'ictims oflhis stom1. HHS efforts 
include: 

• The first 250 mobile hospital beds and associated equipment have arrived at the Louisiana State 
U11iversity (LSU} facility in BatOlt Rouge. Thirty eight public health service officers are at the 
facility and along with disaster medical assistance teams and Slate health ca.re professionals. As of 
this 111oming, SO of the beds are operational. 
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• HHS has placed 415 Public Health Service officers on stand-by for deployment to support 
medical response in the affected states. 

• The HHS Secretary's Operations Center mobile command post is en route to Baton Rouge and 
should arrive today. This bus provides office space along with computer and comm11nications 
support tor the HHS Secretary's Emergency Response Team (SERT). 

• H'HS is using the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS) to identilY available hospital beds, 
and working with DOD, Veteran's Administration, and others to move patients to these faciliti~. 
Al last count, there "·ere 2,600 beds available in a 12 state area around the affected area. 
Nationwide, the NDMS has identified 40,000 available beds in participating hospitals. 

• Louisiana state officials have received 27 pallets of requested medical supplies from the Strategic 
National Stockpile. These pa11ets include basic first aid material (such as bandages, pads, ice 
packs, etc), blankets and patient clothing, suture kiLS, sterile gloves, stethoscopes, blood pressure 
measuring kits, and portable oxygen tanks. This equipment is being used to set up the mobile 
hospiral al LSU in Baton Rouge. 

• Centers for Disease Control experts are now working with Louisiana state officials 10 implement a 
rnosqullo abatement program. 

Department of Transportation 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) dispatched a team of 66 transportation experts to support state 
and local officiaJs in the damage assessment of highways, railroads, airports, traIIBit systems, ports, and 
pipelines. DOT is also supporting detour planning and critical transportation system repairs. 

There are a nun1ber of key highways and i1nportant road bridges that have sustai11ed sigrtifican( damage, 
including the I~ lO bridges between New Orleans and Slidell, La. I-10 is closed throughout much of 
Louisiana and all of Mississippi, while it is limited tCt one lane in t:litCh direction and around Mobile due 
to pump failure in one of the tunnels in Mobile. Other major highways, such as US 90, 98, and 49 in lhe 
nffec.ted areas are c1ose.d I~59 is closed starting 20 miles south of Meridian to pcittls fu11her .south. 

Department of Agriculto.-e 
·rhe U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is sending experienced emergency response personnel. To 
date. the Forest Service has assigned 10 management and logistical teams and seven crews of20 people 
each lo tl1e affected areas and host corrununities. These resources are intended to assist in setting up 
logistics staging areas, the distribution of food products, and debris removal. 

USDA's Food nnd Nutrition Ser"·ice (FNS) is providing food at shelters and mass feeding siles, issuir1g 
cn1ergc11cy tOod stamps, infant formula, and food packages to households in need. 

USDA's Food Safety and lnspection Service is providing infon11alion pertaining lo keeping food safe. 
Consumers can call lhe toll-free USDA Meat and PouJtry Hotline 24 hours a day at 1-888-MPHotline 
( 1-888-674-6R.,4); for the hearing-impaired TTY 1-800-256-7072. 
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Department of Labor 
The Occupalional Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) continues to coordinate with the 
interagency community in providing support as outlined in the National Response Plan. 

• Region Vl has deployed its eight members Emergency Response Tean1 to Baton Rouge lo assess 
the situation and begin to provide 1echnical assistance to recovery \l.'Orkers and utility employers 
e1tgaged in power restoration. In addition, OSHA is contacting major power companies to the 
areas affected to provid~ safety briefings to employees at power restoration staging areas in 
affected communities. 

• OSHA is releasing public service announcements to inform workers about hazan:ls related to 
restoration and cleanup. 

Department of Trea5ury 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced special relief for taxpayers in the President Lal Disaster 
Areas stn1ck by the hurricane. TI1ese taxpayers generally will have until October 31 to file tax retuni.:;; 
and submil tax payntents. The IRS will stop interest and any late filing or late payment penalties that 
would otherwise apply. This relief inc.ludes the Septernber 15 due date for estimated taxes and for 
calendar-)·ear corporate r~tums with automatic e11.tensions_ 

Sn1all Busioess Adminii!ilration 
The Small Business Adn1inistration (SBA) will position loan officers in federal and state disaster 
recovery centers. SBA is also prepared to pro ... ide help in other states in the eastern half of the country 
where the stonn n1ay also lead to disaster area <.1eclarations. 

American Red Cross 
The American Red Cross is providing a safe haven for nearly 46,000 evacuce5 in more than 230 Red 
Cross shelters, fro1n the panhandle of Florida, across Alabama. Mississippi, Louisiana, Georgia, and 
Texas. The Red Cross is launching the largest mobilization of resources for a single natural disaster 
involving lhousands of trained disaster relief workers, Ions of supplies. and supp-Ort. The American Red 
Cross is asking everyone in affected areas to remain safely in shelters until local otlicials have deemed it 
safe to leave. 

The Red Cross relies on donations of the Amt;rican people to do its work. Citizens can help by calling l -
800-HELP-NOW ( l-800-435-7669) or by 1naking an online contribution to the Disaster Relief Fund at 
•_.vvtw.redcros~.org. Because of logistical issues, the Red Cross cannot accept donations of food or 
clothing. 

### 
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I Nol Responsive 

-----Original Measage-----
From: Hoelscher, Doug L, (OHS) (_ 
l'o: 

I 

___ _, 

' ·; Hoelscher, Oou9 L 



\ l \\ 
,~ _J 

cc, [ \:Jr "'-) MDavis~wb43.com <MDavis@gwb43.com> 
sent: sun Sep 04 12:01>:42 2005 
subject: FW; REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
OPERATIONS CENTER OF THE AMERICAJ,. RED 

TO THE TRAVEL POOL WHILE VISITING THE DISASTER 
CROSS 

WHL Colleagues - it may be worth looking into whether each Dept. can have a blood drive 
thie week at their HQ. 

Doug Hoelscher 

White HouBe Liaison 

Department of Homeland Security 

-··---Original Message----­
From; Hoelscher, Doug 
Sent: Sunday, September 04, 2005 11:50 AM 
To: Diaz, Christine 
Subject: REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT TO THE TRAVEL POOL WHILE VISITING THE DISASTER 
OPERATIONS CENTER OP THE J\MERICAN RED CROSS 

TO: DHS Schedule C and SES Political Appointees 

Doug Hoelscher 

White House Lia)son 

Department at Homeland Security 

c__ \;,(2-) --1 

L b ( '"--) -:J!OV 

THE WHITE HOUSE: 

' 



Office of the Press secretary 

For Inwnediate Release September 4, 2005 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

TO THE TRAVEL POOL 

WH.1L2 VISITING THE DISASTER OPERATIONS CENTER 

OF THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 

'rhe American Red cross 

ltlashington, ll.C. 

10 :43 A.M. SOT 

THE PRESIDENT~ I've come to the Red cross to, one, thank the good folks here who are 
working here. we•ve got people from around the co\lJltry who have come to help heal the 
lives of those who have been affected by thia terrible disaster. 

I told some folks back there that the world saw this tidal wave of disaster ascend 
upon the Gulf Coast, and now they're going to see a tidal wave of compassion. There's 
over 5,000 Red Cross -- or nearly s,ooo Red cross voluntee~s that are working long hours 
at •heltera in 19 states to help these folks that have been displaced get their feet back 
on the 9round. 

I can•t think of anything more encouraging for someone who has endured the tragedy of 
a etorm than to have a loving soul say, I'm here to help you. And I want -~ I want you to 
know a lot of people care for you. And that's -- that's the spirit of the Red Cross and 
it's volunteers. 

If you want to help -·- help this country heal a'ter: the result of this disaster, 
please give cash money to the Red Cross. I just passed the place where volunteers and 
staffers a~e taking calls from around the country, and the response has been good, but 
there's more that needs to be done. Remember, it's the Red Cross that provides much of 
the first compassion that a person tinds: it's the Red Cross that helpu provide cash money 
for eomebody to help th~m transition from being dierupted -- h~vin9 their lives diorupted 
to a more normal life. It's the Red cross that helps feed. And so the R~d Cross needs 
money. 

' 



The Red cross can use volunteers. People ·· this is a storm of enormous magnitude. 
A lot of people's lives have been affected. I know much of the country is focused on New 
Orleans, Louisiana, but parishes outside of New Orleans have been ruined. Up and down the 
coast of Mississippi, communities have been destroyed. And so we need more manpower. And 
if you want to help, please call the Red Cross, and "-your local Red CrosR and they'll 
find a way for you to help. 

And finally, the Red Cross is in need of blood, and there's a blood drive going on. 
As a matter of fact, the White House will be having a blood drive on Friday. And I will 
be encouraging the employees there to donate blood. And I hope others will do so, as 
well. 

This country is coming together to help people who hurt. And one of the leaders of 
the army of compassion is the Red Crosa. And I'm grateful for your leadership, Marty. I 
want to thank all the good folks here who have who really show the world the great 
compassion of our country. Thanks for letting me come by to say hello. 

END l0146 A.M. SOT 



I Not Respons<ve 

----Original Me.,.ge---· 
From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS} 
Sent: Wednesday, August 31, 2005 2:20 PM 
To: Williams, Jan; L 
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I 

\ 
/~~ 

CC: "C h ( ""-) ::i .~Davls@gwb43.com; 
SUbject: FW: o-Nmo STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO Tnc Al-ftRMATH OF HURRICANE KATRINA (All 
Lists; S&L start) 

TO: WHL colleagues 

Below please find a DHS press release detailing the Federaf government's response to Hurricane Katrina. 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Departmc11t ofHomeland Security 

[ (b)( ?) -=i 

Press Release 

Press Office 
ll.S. Department uf Homeland Security 

August 31, 2005 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFfERMA TH OF HURRICANE 
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KATRJNA 

The federal government is continuing to support state and local authorities in leading one of the largest 
disaster response mobilizations in United States history to respond to Hurricane Katrina. 

1'At this time, we are directing the full range of federal resources and capabilities to assist and protect 
those who have born the brunt of this catastrophe," said Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff. 
"We will ensure that citizens in areas affected by Hurricane Katrina have the sustained support and aid 
necessary to recover and reclaim their homes and communities." 

Hurricane Katrina has proven to be one of the most dangerous storms in U.S. history. Hazards from 
weakened and damaged trees, downed power lines, high water, and other dangers remain. We urge 
citizens to be mindful of instructions from state and local officials who have asked that individuals 
remain in shelters, homes or safe places until given further notice. Individuals in declared counties can 
register online for disaster assistance at www .fema.gov or call FEMA' s toll free registration line at I· 
800-621-FEMA (3362); for the hearing impaired TTY 800-462-7585. 

President George W. Bush declared major disasters for impacted areas in Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Florida, and Alabama. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is actively managing federal 
assistance to these affected communities to expedite response efforts and save lives. With these disaster 
declarations the federal government is able to bring its full resources to bear in helping residents in the 
impacted states with emergency needs and recovery support. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Under Secretary Michael Brown is currently in the 
region directing efforts under the National Responsi:: Plan. The primary activities remain focused on life 
saving and life.sustaining efforts. FEMA is currently coordinating with a number of their state and 
voluntary organization partners to help meet basic shelter and emergency needs. 

Highlights of the federal response as of 11 a.m. include: 

FEMA 

• FEMA deployed 39 Disaster Medical Assistance Teams from all across the U.S. to staging areas 
in Alabama, Teruiessee, Texas, and Louisiana and is now moving them into impacted areas. 

• Eighteen Urban Search and Rescue task forces and two Incident Support Teams have been 
deployed and prepositioned in Shreveport, La., and Jackson, Miss., including teams from Florida, 
lndiana, Maryland. Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia. An additional eight swift 
water rescue teams have been deployed. 

• FEMA is moving supplies and equipment into the bard.est hit areas as quickly as possible, 
especially water. ice, meals, medical supplies. generators, tents. and tarps. There are currently 
over 1,700 tn.1cks which have been mobilized to move these supplies into position. 

Coast Guard 

• The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) worked through the night and has rescued or assisted more than 
l ,250 people. 
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• Secretary Cbertoffhas authorized the recall to active duty ofSSO Coast Guard Reservists to 
support response and recovery activities. 

• USCG ships, boats, and aircraft continue to support FEMA and state and Jocal allthorities with 
rescue and recovery efforts. USCG has also activated three national strike teams to help in 
removal of hazardous materials; ships and boats continue to support the national relief efforts. 

National Guard 

• The National Guard of the four most heavily impacted states are providing support to civil 
authorities. Guard units are also providing generators, medical assistance and shelters. Currently, 
more than 31,500 members from Loui5iana, Mississippi, Alabama, and florida are engaged and 
providing assistance. 

• The National Guard is augmenting civilian law enforcement capacity, not acting in lieu of it 

Department of Defense 
As directed by the Secretary of Defense and in accordance with lhe National Response Plan, U.S. 
Northem Command (NORTHCOM) is supporting the FEMA disaater relief efforts. :<ORTHCOM, lhe 
lead Department of Defense (DOD) organization for Hurricane Katrina response. is moving and/or 
mobilizing the following resources to support FEMA 's response and recovery efforts: 

• NORTHCOM established Joint Task Force (JTF) Katrina to act as the military's on~scene 
command in support ofFEMA. Lt. Gen. Russel Honore, commander of the First Anny in Fort 
Gillem, Ga., is the JTF-Conunandcr. JTF Katrina will be based out of Camp Shelby, Miss. 

• U.S. Transportation Command is flying eight swift water rescue teams from California to 
Lafayette, La. These teams will provide approximately 14 highly trained pers1Jnne1 with vehicles 
and small rigid-hulled boats capable of rescuing stranded citizens from flooded areas. 

• USS Bataan sailed to the waters off Louisiana to provide support. Currently, four helicopters from 
the Bataan are flying medical evacuation and search and rescue missions in Louisiana. Bataan's 
hospital may also be used for medlcaJ support. 

• The Iwo Jima Amphlbious Readiness Group (ARG) is preparing to sail from Norfolk, VA loaded 
with disaster response equipment. The ARG consists of fow amphibious ships, and will be off the 
coast of Louisiana in the next five days. 

• The hospital ship USNS Comfort is departmg Baltimore to bring medical assistanc:c capabilities to 
the Gulf region, and should arrive in seven days. 

Department or Health and Human Services 
The Dcpanment of Health and Human Services (HHS) is making available all of their capabilities to 
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help state and local officials provide care and assistance to the victims of this storm. HHS efforts 
include: 

• The first 250 mobile hospital beds and associated equipment have arrived at the Louisiana State 
University (LSU) facility in Baton Rouge. Thirty eight public health service officers are at the 
facility and along with disaster medical assistance teams and State health care professionals. As of 
this morning, 50 of the beds are operational. 

• HHS has placed 415 Public Health Service officers on stand~by for deployment to support 
medjcal response in the affected states. 

• The HHS Secretary's Operations Center mobile command post is en route lO Baton Rouge and 
should arrive today, This bus provides office space along with computer and communications 
support for the HHS Secretary's Emergency Response Team (SERT). 

• HHS is u!iing the National Disaster Medical System (1\'DMS) to identify available hospital beds, 
and working with DOD. Veteran·s Administration, and others to move patients to these facilities. 
At last count, there were 2,600 beds available in a 12 state area around the affected area. 
Nationwide, the NDMS has identified 40,000 available beds in participating hospitals . 

• Louisiana state officials have received 27 pallets of requested medical supplies from the Strategic 
National Stockpile. These pallets include basic first aid material (such as bandages, pads, ice 
packs, etc), blankets and patient clo1hlng, suture kits, sterile gloves, stethoscopes, blood p1essure 
measuring kits, and portable oxygen tanks. This equipment is being used lo set up the mobile 
hospital at LSU in Baton Rouge. 

• Centers for Jlisease Control ex.perts are now working with Louisiana state officials to implement a 
mosquito abatement program. 

Department of Transportation 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) dispatched a team of 66 transportation experts to support stale 
and local officials in the damage assessment of highways, railroads, airports, transit systems. ports, and 
pipelines. DOT is also supporting detour planning and critical transportation system repairs. 

There are a number of key highways and important road bridges that have sUSlained significant damage, 
including the J-10 bridges between New Orleans and Slidell, La. 1-10 is closed throughout much of 
Louisiana and all ofMissiHippi, while it is limited to one lane in each direction and around Mobile due 
to pump failure in one of the tunnels in M<Jbile. Other major highways, such as US 90, 98, and 49 in the 
affected areas are closed. I·S9 is closed starting 20 miles south of Meridian to points further south. 

Department of Agriculture 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is ''""ling experienced emergency response personnel. To 
date, the Forest Service has assigned 10 management and logistical teams and seven crews of20 people 
each to the affected areas and host communities. These resources are intended to assist in setting up 
logistics staging areas, the distribution of food products, and debris removal. 
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USDA 's Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is providing food al shelters and mass feeding sites, issuing 
emergency food stamps, infant formula, and food packages to households in need. 

USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service is providing infonnation pertaining to keeping food safe. 
Consumers can call the toll-free USDA Meat and Poultry Hotline 24 hours a day at I-888-MPHotline 
{1-888-674-6854); for the hearing-impaired TTY 1-800-256-7072. 

Department of Labor 
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) continues to coordinate with the 
interagency community in providing support as outlined in the National Response Plan. 

• Region \o'I has deployed its eight members Emergency Response Team to Baton Rouge to assess 
the situation and begin to provide technical assistance to recovery workers and utility employers 
engaged in power restoration. ln addition, OSHA is contacting major power companies to the 
areas affected to provide safety briefings to employees at power restoration staging areas in 
affected communities. 

• OSHA is releasi11g public :!erYicc announcements to inform workers about hazards related to 
restoration and cleanup. 

Deparlment of Treasury 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced special relief for laxpayers in tl1e Presidential Disaster 
Areas struck by the hurricane. These taxpayers generally will have until October 31 to file tax returns 
and submit tax payments. The IRS will stop interest and any late filing or late payment penalties that 
would otherwise apply. This relief includes the Seplember 15 due date for estimated laxes and for 
calendar-year corporate returns with automatic extensions. 

Small Business Administration 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) will position loan officers in federal and state disaster 
recovery centers. SBA is also prepared lo provide help in other states in the eastern half of the country 
where the storm may also lead to disaster area declarations. 

American Red Cross 
The American Red Cross is providing a safe haven for nearly 46,000 evacuees in n1orc than ZJO Red 
Cross shelters, from the panhandle offlorida, across Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, GCQrgia. and 
Texas. The Red Cross is launching the largest mobilization of resources for a single natural disaster 
involving thousands of trained disaster relief workers, tons of supplies, and support. The American Red 
Cross is asking everyone in affected area; to remain safely in shelters until local officials have deemed it 
safe to leave. 

The Red Cross relies on donations of the American people to do its work. Citizens can help by calling t. 
800-HELP-NOW (1-800-435-7669) or by making an online contribution to the Disaster Relief Fund at 
www.redcross.org. Because of logistical issues, the Red Cross cannot accept donations of food or 
clolhing. 

### 
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Ahmad Usman 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Hoelscher, Doug (OHS) 
Wednesday, March 01, 2006 11 :56 AM 
Williams, Jan; sjenninaslffinwt)-43.com; 

'[_ . (~ ~~) ( ;_) 
Hoelscher. Ooua lDHS):' 

Jene gwb43.com; Jol 
Re: OPA Staff Changes ( b( d-) 

J 

The theatre degree will come in handy as with mike davis' departure opa will need an 
infusion of drama ... 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

-----Original Message----­
From: Scott Jenninqs 
To: 
care L 

Diaz, 

f-
l l ~I D/ 

clne cnerry; weoscer, uoce•yn o. 
Sent: Wed Mar 01 11:39:52 2006 
Subject: OPA Staff Changes 

White House Liaisons and Staff 

~. 
1,.1.dL Lt::U. l.Jt::dL:o:IUJlll!IUY,. uuo::. '::!UV i uavid_m. 

Hoelscher, Doug L; 

I 

J 
Please welcome Jocelyn Webster as the newest member of the team here in Political Affairs. 
Jocelyn is my Political Coordinator and comes to us aft~r a stint in the White House 
Liaison'~ office at the Department of Homeland Security. She is from Washington state and 
graduated from Santa Clara University, where she earned an English degree and is pretty 
close to finishing a Theatre degree as well. 

And please congratulate Jane Cherry on her promotion to Associate Director of Political 
Affairs. Jane replaces Mike Davis, who has taken a position in the Criminal Division at 
the Department of Justice. Jane is from Arkansas and previously served in the Research 
Division of the Republican National Committee. She graduated from Wake Forest and has a 
degree in Political Science and International Studies. 

Thanks! We look forward to our continued work with your offices. 

1 



j sj 

J. Scott Jennings 

Special Assistant to the President and 

Deputy Political Director 

The White House 

c b (_ ,_-_;, _j 

Office' [ \:,C 2~ J 
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Ahmad Usman 

From: 
Sent: 
To; 
Subject: 

Eddy, John 
Thursday, June 23, 2005 10:31 AM 
L \, :-J -
RE: lnformal~~HL Luic3ri 

You could even send me an old one if you want 

-----Original Message-----
From: Eric.Leckeyt L. \:::)(_'2) 
Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2005 10:27 AM 
To: Eddy, John;"C \c{2.) / 
Subject: RE: Informal DWHL Lunch 

Will do. 

-----Oriqinal Messaqe-----
From' t::_ \?( 2~ 
Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2005 10:07 AM 
To• L b( 2\ I 
Subject: RE: Informai D~L Lunch 

'.J l 

Thanks for setting it up Eric, I really had a good time .... one favor, can you send us an 
example of your Friday newsletter. I have a feeling it might be better than ours and just 
wanted to see what you and Doug do with your free time!! 

-----Orioinal Messaae-\---(~) 
From: [ b _.,_, 
Sent: Wednesday, June 22, 2005 
'T'n, Rddv .• Tnhn' L_ 

6:54 PM 

i--
1 
L-
tg®9'¢P43.com 
Cc: L 
Subject: RE: Informal DWHL 

h( '.L) 
t'unch 

bcv 

Thanks everyone for coming today. It was great to catch up and to put a 
face with the name. Lets keep this going. 

EL 

From: Leckey, Eric 
Sent: Friday, June 17, 2005 8:55 AM 

tc b)C0 
1 



su~ject: Informal .l1L.ut2 .. 

Deputy WHLs, WHL Special/Staff Assistants, Amanda, Luke, Mike and Jane: 

Reminder -
<mailto C 

RSVP to Christine 
1,(2) 

Thanks! 

Eric Leckey 

Deputy White House Liaison 

Diaz today at [__ 
;l or t:: bC 2J :J 

Department of Homeland Security 

Direct' E_ bC <) -:J 

Ce 11 ' ( lo ( '2_ J --.:J 

June 10, 2005 6:56 PM 
From: Leckey, Eric 
Sent: Friday, 
To:L_ b( 'l;) c b) c ':)~ 

b( 2.) 
if you plan 

-:::i 
to attend. 

i Eddy, John <DOJ>; 

·~ C\:i\c_~~ :::i 
....... ~ ....... ~~ .................. ~~ ... --. --- . ,.- . ' 

Frans, Luke; BeCker, Amanda; Davis, Michael R.; 
Cherry, Jane w. 
Subject: Informal DWHL Lunch 

Deputy WHLs, WHL Special Assistants, Amanda, Luke, Mike and Jane, 

As one of the most recent Deputy White House Liaison's to join the team, 
I thought I would organize an informal Deputy White House Liaison Lunch. 
Lets gather for introductions, great food, and laughs at M & S Grill 
(600 13th St, NW) on Wednesday, June 22 from 12:00 - 1:30 pm. We can 
all get to know each other a little better, share interesting 
information about our agencies, and enjoy time away from the office. 

Please RSVP to 
c b(?..) 

Thanks! 

Christine Diaz 
-_] orC 

2 
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Eric Leckey 

Deputy White House Liaison 

Department of Homeland Security 

Direct C:. b C'2-) --;,_ 

Cell• L b(~) -.J 
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Ahmad Usman 

From: tg@gwb43.com 
Sant: 
To: 

Thursday, June 09, 2005 11 :22 AM 1 
Williams, Jan; Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS);·(_ .. ~-( --i) 

C b)C1u) 
(,, ( ,]Mo~ l \c,,\ 
l,b)L2 )~ _J u L_/ 

Cc: 
Subject: RE: Informal WHL lunch 

Attachments: tmp.htm 

tmp.htm (6 KB) 

Mike and I will be there. 

From: Hoelscher, Doug [mailto: 
Sent: Thursday, June 09, 2005 10:54 
TO: 

L 
Cc: Den Herder, Caroline 
Subject: Informal WHL lunch 

Team WHL, Amanda, Tim, Mike, Jane, and Luke, 

I'm one of the rookies on the team so I thought it was my turn to 
organize an informal White House Liaison lunch - I was thinking Friday, 
June 17, 2005 from 12:00 - 1:30 pm at the Occidental Grille (1475 
Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC -- 202-783-1475). We can all get 
to know each other a bit more, share best practices, and moat 
importantly escape from our offices for a short time. 

Please RSVP to Caroline Den Herder by Wednesday, June 15 if you can make 
it. 

1 

·-----



Doug Hoelscher 

White House Liaison 

Department of Homeland Security 

2 
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Ahmad, Usman 

From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS) 

Sent: Saturday, September 03, 2005 10:57 AM 

To: 

Cc: c_ ~l ?-.) 
JHuntsberry@gw~.com 

~ 1; MDavis@gwb43.com; 

Subject: Request for WHL's to join 1 :00 pm EST conference call for TODAY, Saturday, September 3 

Importance: High 

Fellow WHL's, Amanda, Luke, Mike, and Jason. 

I would like to request if possible that you join a conference call today to discuss additional targeted needs that 
your team may be able to provide from a surrogate standpoint. 

1:00 pm EST 

Call-in Information'. 

[lb)(::.)~ 
Code,(_ bC"-) ::i 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security c (6)('d) -:i 
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Ahmad, Usman 
---------------·--"·- ----------
From: Leckey, Eric (OHS) 

Sent: Friday, September 16, 2005 11 ;33 AM 

To: I/ 

I 
' _, 

' f, 

mdavis@gwb43.com; jcherry@gwb43.com; --
Subject: Advance Representative 

Importance: High 

Colleagues: 

I am in search of an advance representative to deploy to the Gulf Region fOf 30 days. lf you have someone within 
your agency that would be willing to do this, please forward my way ASAP. This person would be based in Baton 
Rouge but would travel the region to advance Admiral Thad Allen. 

Thanks for all of your assistance. 

EL 
/ 

6/18/2007 
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Ahmad, Usman 
------------

From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS) 

Sant: Thursday, September 08, 2005 4:53 PM 

To: 

: --~ . /" 

, 
· mdavis@gwb43.com; jcherry@gwb43.com: tg@gwb43.com; 

\ 
' Subject: FW: Follow up information - Department of Homeland Security - National Conference Call with the 

nation's Governors (HSAs & Staff, EMs & Staff, Gav's COS, and Govs' DC Reps) 

TO: WHL Colleagues 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

i ,,, .- \ 
I. 

-·-··Original Message-----
From: Scholten, Gaylon <CTR> / 
Sent: Thursday, SEptember 08, 2005 3:57 PM 
Cc: "OHS-State-and-Local-Affairs 

' ' On Behalf Of HSOC.State&.local 

Subject; Follow up lnfonnation ·Department of Homeland Security - National Conference Call witfl the nation's 
Governors (HSAs &. Staff, EMs & Staff, Gav's COS, and Govs' DC Reps) 
Importance: High 

Dear Homeland Security Partner: 

Please find the below information as a follow up to yesterday's conference call between Secretary Chertoff and 
the nation's Governors. FEMA has built the below list of stales lo be on standby to accept evacuees. States may 
receive a maximum of 500 evacuees on their scheduled day, or less, depending on their ?re-identified shelter 
capacity. Please note that the number of evacuees available for transport will vary on a daily basis. Also listed 
below are the FEMA websites and phone information discussed on the call. 

As always, we thank you for your continued support and cooperation. 

Office of State and Local Government Coordination 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

Hurricane Katrina-Priority.Litt of.S_tates Receiving Evacuees 
(September B-14, 2005) 

Thur5day, Saptembera" 

6/18/2007 



Massachusetts, Wisconsin, South Carolina 

Friday, September 9th 

Iowa, Rhode !stand, Michigan 

Saturday. September 1olh 
Oregon. Ohio, Nebraska 

Sunday. September 11tt1 
South Dakota. Illinois, lndian0 

Monday, September 12th 
Missouri, Ka11sas, Nevada 

Tuesday, September 131t1 
Minnesota, Montana, Pennsylvania 

Wednesday, September 14th 
Idaho, Colorado, Kentucky 

Evacuee Registration: 
1-800-621-FEMA (3362) 
Hearing or speech impaired? 
Call 1·800-462-7585 
OR 
www.fe~ (Click on Online Individual Assistance Center) 

Corporate Donations and Contract Work: 
www.ne.rr.gov (DHS National Emergency Resource Registry) 

Page 2 of2 

The NERR stands ready to assist the coordination etfons belWeen the resources that are needed and the resources that may 
be avaHa~e fron1 tile µrivate and public :K'Clor:i_ If you or your orgaroUation I agAncy I r.orporation have resources lhat may 
be made available to the response agencies, please list them in this Resource Registry. 

FEMA Donations Jiotline: 
1-800-440-6778 

other Hurricane Information: 
~.femci_.QQY: 

6118/2007 
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Ahmad, Usman 

From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS) 

Sent: Thursdav. Seotember 08. 2005 7:51 PM 

To: 

' tg@gwb43.com; 
•; mdavis@gwb43.com; jcheJry@gwb43.com; 

Cc: Leckey Eric (OHS); Boudreaux, Chad (OHS); Wood, John F (OHS); Mayer, Matt (OHS) 

Subject: RE: 9/8/05 Update on Administration Political Appointees Utili.ted at OHS/FEMA 

Update # 4 - 918/05 

6118/2007 

WHL Colleagues. 

Thanks again for all of your help over the last several days. Here is latest update on 
Administration political appointees who have stepped forward to assisl DHS/FEMA. 

300 (up from 284 last night): Number of Political Appointees Who Have Offered to Volunteer 

86 (up from 65 last night): Number of political appointees we have plugged into a DHS/FEMA 
needs 

We will continue to utilize more folks (but probably in low numbers) over the next several days as 
further needs arise 

Political appointees who wan! lo volunleer but who have not yet been utilized should also work 
through their home departmenUagency CHCO and take the first opportunity to vo\unt~r that 
comes their way. 

Thanks again, 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

'. 



Page 1 of I 

Ahmad, Usman 

From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS) 

Sent; Wednesdav. September 07. 2005 8:48 PM 

To: 

~ maav1s@gwb4J.com; jcherry@gwb43.com; 
tg@gwb43.com; 

Cc: Leckey Eric (OHS); Boudreaux, Chad (OHS); Wood, John F (OHS); Mayer, Matt (OHS) 

Subject: RE: 9/6/05 Update on Administration Political Appointees Utilized at DHS/FEMA 

Update# 3 - 917105 

6113/2007 

WHL Colleagues, 

Thanks again for all of your help over the last several days. I wanted to update you all on 
Administration political appointees who have stepped foiward to assist DHS/FEMA. 

284 (up from 280 last night): Number of Political Appointees Who Have Offered lo Volunteer 

65 (up from 55 last night): Number of political appointees we have plugged inlo a DHS/FEMA 
needs 

We anticipate plugging in around 10 to 15 additional individuals tomorrow and will continue to 
utilize more folks (but probably in low numl:>ers) over the neXI several days as fur1her needs arise. 

Political appointees who want to volunteer but who have not yet been utilized should also work 
through their home departmenVagency CHCO and take the first opportunity to vrnunteer that 
comes their way. 

Thanks again, 

Doug Hoelscher 
White I louse Liaison 
Department, of Homeland Security 
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Ahmad, Usman 
--------------------

From: Hoelscher, Doug L (DHS) 

Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2005 8:44 PM 

To: 

---

md~vis@~4J.com: 1Chirry@gwb43.com; 
tg@gwb4J_oom; 

Cc: Leckey Eric (OHS); Boudreaux, Chad (OHS); Wood, John F (OHS); Mayer. Matt (OHS) 

Subject: 916/05 Update on Administration Political Appointees Utilized at DHS/FEMA 

Update # 2 - 916105 

WHL COiieagues, 

Thanks again for all of your help over the last several days. I wanted lo update you all on Administration 
political appointees who have stepped forward to assist DHS/FEMA. 

280: Number of Political Appointees Who Have Offered to Volunteer 

55: Number of political appointees we have plugged into a OHS/FEMA needs 

We antic'1ate plugging In around 20 additional indfviduals tomorrow and will continLie to utilize more folks 
(but probably in low numbers) over the next several days as further needs arise. 

Again, the wiNingness to help and your permission for them to help is much appreciated given the load 
that all our federal partners are carrying right now. 

Thanks again, 

Doug Hoelsrhcr 
White liouse Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

611812007 



Ahmad, Usman 

From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS) 

Sent: Monday, September 05, 2005 8:29 PM 

To: 

' 
I 

' ' \ 

Page l of l 

\ 
tg@gwt143.com; 

mdavis@gwb43.com; jchCrry@gwb43.com; 

Cc: 1,' 1 ')· 
IJ "/ 

/ (> .>/ 
j, Boudrea~x. Chad (OHS); Wood, John F (OHS); Mayer, Matt (OHS) 

Subject: Update on Administration Political Appointees Utilized at DHS/PEMA 

WHL Colleagues, 

Thanks for all of your help over the last several days. I wanted to update you all on Administration political 
appointees who have stepped forward to assist DHS/FEMA. The willingness to help and your permission for 
them to help is much appreciated given the load that all our federal partners are carrying right now. 

194: Number of Political Appointees Who Have Offered to Volunteer 

42: Number of PQlitical appointees we have plugged into a OHS/FEMA needs 

We will continue to utilize rTlOfe folks over the next several days as further needs arise. 

Thanks again, 

Doug Hoelscher 
WJiite House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

r;/ 

6/18/2007 



Message 

Ahmad, Usman 

From: 

Sent; 

To: 

-------------·------------

Hoelscher. Doug L (DHS) 

Tuesday, September 06, 2005 9:03 AM 

/ 
/ 

' maav1s@gwb43.com: jcherry@gwb43.com; tg@gwb43.com; 

Subject: FW: White House Photo: Laura Bush at the Cajundome 

Page l of2 

Attachments: P090205kj-0188.jpg; P090205kj-0146.jpg; P090205kj-0334jas.jpg; P090205kj-0519.jpg; 
P090205kj-0307.jpg; P090205kj-0169.jpg 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

-----Original Message·--·­
Fmm: Hoelscher, Doug 
Sent: Tues<av, September 06, 2005 9:01 AM 
To: Hoelscher, Doug 
SUbject: White House Photo: Laura Bush at the cajundome 

TO: DHS Schedule C and SES Political Appointees: 

Attached are following photos: 

-First Lady Laura Bush visits with a young boy displaced by Hurricane Katrina in the Cajundomc at the 
University of Louisiana in Lafayette, La., Friday, Sept. 2, 2005. White House Photo by Krisanne 
Johnson 

-First Lady Laura Bush \1isits \\'ilh pCQple affected by Hurricane Katrina in the Cajundome at the 
University of Louisiana in Lafayette. La., Friday, Sept. 2, 2005. White House Pholo by Krisanne 
Jofu1son 

-First Lady Laura Bush meets with first responders to Hurricane Katrina at die Acadian Ambulance 
Center in Lafayette, La., Friday, Sept. 2, 2005. \\1hitc House Photo by Krisanne Jolmson 

6/18/2007 



Message Page2of2 

-Firs1 Lady Laura Bush hugs a young girl displaced by Hurricane Katrina during her visit Friday, Sept. 
2, 2005, to the Cajundome at the University of Louisiana in Lafayette. "Some things are working very, 
very "veil in Louisiana," Mrs. Bush said. "And certainly this center is one of those ... " White 
Holl.':lt.!' photo by Krisannc Johnson 

-First Lady Laura Bush leans down to comfort a woman and her young chi1d inside the Cajundon1e at 
the University of Louisiana in Lafayetle during her visit to the center, one of n1any created to 
accommodate victims of Hurricru:1e Katrina. White House photo by Krisanne Johnson 

-First Lady Laura Bush reaches out to a victirn of Hurricane Katrina during a visit Friday, Sept 2. 2005, 
to the Cajundome at the Universil)' of Louisiana in Lafayette. ''The people of this part of the United 
States, the Lafayette area of Louis.iana, are very, very wann people," said Mrs. Bush. "They've opened 
their hearts, and many of them have opened their homes, as well, to people from Ne\\· Orleans -- family 
nternbers and strangers . ., V/hite House photo by Krisanne Johnson 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

. . \ 
I 'Y '. 
,'~/ ' 

6/1812007 















Ahmad Usman 

From: 
Sent 
To: 

Hoelscher. Doug L (OHS) 
Tuesday, September 06, 2005 2:18 PM 

\ . 
maav1s@gwb43.com; JCherry@gwb43.com; tg@gwb43.com 

Cc: 
Subject: 

I - ·y ·, 

'FW: HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE 
AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE KATRINA (All Lists) 

TO: WHL Col leagues 

Doug Hoelscher-

White House Liaison 

Department oE Homeland Security 

-----Original Message----­
From: Scholten, Gaylon ~CTR 
HSOC.State&Local 
Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2005 1:59 PM 
Cc: ~OHS-State-and-Local-Affairs 

on E!ehalf Of 

Subject: HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE 
KATRINA (All Lie~s) 

Press ot t ice 

U.S. Department of Homeland security 

Press Release 

September 6, 2005 



HIGHLIGHTS OF UNITED STATES GOVERNME:NT RESPOtlSE TO THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE KATRINA 

The federal effort to save lives, sustain life, and support recovery and law enforcement 
operations in areas affected by Hurricane Katrina continues around the clock. The 
following facts highlight some of the important activities as of 1 p.m.; 

Lives Saved {rescues performed) 

32,000 

Shelters 

559 

People housed in shelters 

182' 000 

FEMA responders 

7,000 

U.S. Coast Guard personnel 

4,000 

National Guard personnel 

43,000 

Active Duty Militar:( 

15,000 

MRRs provided (meals) 

11.1 million 

Water provided (liters} 

18 million 

2 



• Di5aster Recovery Centers (DRC) are now open in Shreveport and Monroe, La., for 
people affected by Hurricane Katrina. Individuals having questions may visit the centers 
to meet face-to-face with recovery specialist~ of local, state, federal and volunteer 
agenci~s. Disaster victims are urged to register for assistance first by calling 
1-800-621-FEMA (3362) or, if they have access to the internet, register online at 
www.fema.gov. The TTt number is lft??aooa??462a??7585 for speech or hearing-impaired. 

• Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns authorized states to pre-load electronic food 
benefit cards with $50 worth of assistance, which will enable displaced residents to 
immediately purchase food even before their application has been processed to receive 
complete benefits. These cards can then be distributed to displaced residents as they move 
from shelters to temporary housing. The food stamp program is admini6tered by states and 
fully funded by USDA. States are being notified of the authorization and urged to take 
advantage of it. Additional information and updat~s about USDA's hurricane relief efforts 
are posted daily on the Web site athttp://www.usda.gov<http://www.usda.gov/> . 

3 



Ahmad, Usman 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS) 

Sunday, September 04, 2005 4:24 PM 

' I 
I 
i 

I 
/ 

/ 

), ;'.' )"" MDavis@9wb43.com: 

Page l of I 

Subject: 

Importance: 

Secretary Chertoff Memo - Volunlary Field Assignments for Hurricane Katrina Response 

High 

Attachments; Secretary Memo re Voluntary Field Assignments for Hurricane Kalrina: September 3 2005.pdf 

FYI on the attached memo. Thanks to Christy Simon for calling it to my attention. 

The effort to identify volLJnteers addressed in the attached memo is in addition to the effort we are undergoing to 
identify polillcat appointees. The attached memo Is a call for all employees in Departments/Agencies (career and 
political). Please let political appointees know that they can volunteer through this avenue too - these avenues 
are not mutually exclusive for political appointees. Folks will be plugged in on a first came basis. 

Doug Hoelscher 
\Vhite House Liaison 
Department of Hon1etan? Security 

I 

Original Message 
Frou11 ~Hill, Ken -, .Y 
Senti 09/0~/2005 '07 ~J4 PM 
To ,,-v \ 
Subject• Secretary Chertoff Memo - Voluntary Field Assignments for 

Hurricane Katri~a Response 

Please pass the attached memo from Secretary Michael Chertoff to your Principals concerning a request 
for personnel assistance in response lo Hurricane Katrina. 

Thank you. 

Ken Hill 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Homeland Security 

6/18/2007 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

September J, 2005 

U.S. Q~p1r1..en1 ef He ... ela•d Sc~uriry 
W~•h1ngton, OC W~~S 

As part of our continuing wiified n:sponse and recovery efforts in the aftennath of 
Hurricane Katrina, I am asking you to make some of your employees available to assist in 
the recovery initiatives of FEMA. As you all know, FEM.A. has IUl unprecedented job 
ahead over the upcoming months. This past week. Under Secretary Mike Brown 
requested the assistance of OHS en1ployees to deploy on two-week minimwn field 
assignments to assist in the response. I am pleased to report that this week more than 600 
DHS employees, in addition lo FEMA's extraordinary response team, have stepped 
forward to volunteer for this effort. 

We anticipate needing up to 2,000 volunteers within the next seven days and are 
e11:panding our search to other Federal agencies. Working with the Office of Personnel 
Management, we arc asking your Chief 11uman Capital Officers to help us locate Federal 
volunteers and to provide you with additional details and information about these 
temporary assignn1ents. 

I know you realize the extent of the assistance needed for lhc victims of Hurricane 
Katrina The collective talents and generous spirits of Federal employees are second to 
none. Thank you for your leadership. Your support for this 1nassive recovery effort is 
much appreciated. 

cc: Linda Springer, Director, OPM 

W'ft'w.dh:r..gov 



Ahmad, Usman 

From: Hoelschec, Doug L (OHS) 

Sent: Sunday, September04, 2005 3:44 PM 

To: 

Cc: 

, 
' 

I 
I 
f 
I 

I 

\ 
JHuntsberry@gwb43.com; 

1 JHuntsberry@gwb43.com;. , 

Subject: RE: FEMA Request for Volunteers 

Pagclo[4 

\ 

\ 

' 
\ MDavis@gwb43.corrl; 
I MDavis@gwh43.com; 

1-· f' /I 

To echo Tim, my intention was not meant to be critical in any way - we realize all our federal partners are carrying 
important/heavy loaCs -- the needs for helJl expressed to us by our team have continued to grow and we 
appfeciate your extra work lo help adjust to those needs. 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Securily 

-----Origlnal Message----­
From: Hoelscher, Doug 
Sent: Sunday, September 04, 2005 2:42 PM 

Subject: FEMA Request for Vol111teers 
Importance: High 

We have received vof11nfeers from the foHO\v1no Departments/Agencies: 
DOD 
DOI 
DOJ 
DOS 
DOT 
DTR 

6/l8/2007 



HHS 
HUD 
USAID 

Page2of4 

For the above agencies/departments. if you have additional political appointees you can line up to 
volunteer we would be much appreciative - it would be helpful to get these additional folks today and 
please sand them in an addendum template rather than adding to your initial submission. We have had a 
number of folks who were listed as ok to volunteer who have said they can't volunteer -we need your 
help in making sure these are folks who CAN volunteer. 

I have yet to receive any volunteers from the WHL 's from the following departments/agencies - if below 
agencies could send along their volunteers ASAP (today if possible we would btt mucti appreciative): 
OED 
DOC 
DOE 
DOL 
EPA 
OPM 
ONDCP 
USPC 
VAD 

Finally, on the targeted surrogates I talked to several of you on the conference call yesterday and have 
placed a call to lhose WHL's who were not on the call and talked to many of you one-on-one - for those 
WHL 's I left a message for but have not yet heard from please call me to discuss the targeted surrogate 
needs. There is a separate tracking sheet for this need and we are requesling this template back by 
tomorrow afternoon. 

Thanks for ttveryone's help and please call me with questions. 

Doug Hoelscher 

White House Liaison 
Departntent of Homeland Security 
/ '),- \ 

·,, , '· \I 

6/18/2007 
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--···Original Message----­
From: Hoelscher, Doug 
Sent: Saturday, September 03, 2005 4:24 PM 

'1-r;on .. ' .. i.~•· ,. •. , -

- .......... L. rcMA Kequest for Volunteers 
Importance: Higtl 

If possible to get your inillal recruits back to us for the first template today or early tomorrow that 
would be helpful as the need is now. Feel free to send whatever you get on a real-time basis and 



6118/2007 

then send addendums. 

The sec;ond template, -diverse surrogates~ can come on Monday. 

Doug Hoelscher 
While House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Securiry 

( -~ \ 
:_.,-.; './ 

---·-Original Message----­
From: Hoelscher, Doug 
sent: Saturday, September 03, 2005 12:39 PM 

Subject: FEMA Request for Volunteers 
Importance: High 

Page 3 of4 

Broadening the call to other Deparmtentsl Agency political appointees will belo\I.' 
will be one topic of conversation on the conference call (see e-mail history belo\V) 

Other topic will be need for specific surrogates. Second Templa.le attached for 
that need as well. Pl~asc send this infonnation back to Doug Hoelscher 

'?"' \ 

Thanks for your assistai.1ce. 

DHS/FEMA Is interested in collecting a list of political appointees who would be 
irtteresled in assisting in the following areas of support given the volume of work from 
Hurricane Katrina. 

1.) Administrative/General Support 
2.) Legislative Affairs 
3.) Communications/Public Affairs 
4.) Community Relations 
5.) Public Liaison 

The immediate need will likely be for support at the FEMA headquarters in DC but some 
fofkS may be asked to travel to the affected area. 

We will depend on our White House Liaison colleagues for the following; 
1) To ensure that individuals sent our way have the approval of their supervisor(s) and 
the White House LiaiSQn 
2) To ensure tha( volunteers would be a relevant asset to the above needs 
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3) To ensure that information is provided in the requested fonnat and that all necessary 
information is provided 
4) To maintain expeclalions -we expect the response and interest to be great and 
therefore many volunteers may not be utilized for this purpose. DHS/FEMAwill reach out 
to individuals who express interest and utilize those individuals on a need basis. We 
would raquesl tflat inter~ted individual5 not contact OHS/FEMA directly_ 
5) Provide the information for volunteers in the attaehed template form via e-mail to Eric 
Lecke~ r j--, ~;- I· Oy 3:00 pm today (Monday, Sept. 5). 

Doug Hoeisc.hcr 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Secunty 
/ ·, \ 

l'J· x 'r · i 
- ,_, 



Ahmad, Usman 

' 

\ 
L --

-----Original Message----­
Fram: Griffin, John T. 
Sent: Sunday, September 04, 2oos J:26 PM 
To: 'Tim Griffin'; Hoelscher, Doug; C \0:.i. 

~;~ _:rLeckey, Eric; Diaz, Christine; l 

; ' 

' ' ~""-
']( b<l-

------ Williams, Jan 

Gartland, Lavin; 

L:c -\ 

Jason Huntsberry; Cc: Becke1·, Amanda; Frans, Luke; Mike Davis; 
Frans, Luke; Mike Davis; Jason Huntsberry; \ 

Subject: RE: FEMA Request for Volunteers 
b) :} 

i understand that the initial deadline was Monday but as 
circumstances have changed the deadline has been :noved to today or asap 
which~ver comes first. thank you, TC 

( 

-----Original Message-----
From: Tim Griffin (mail to: tg,j,gwb43. com] 
Sent: Sunday, September 04, 2005 2:40 PM 
ro: Hoelscher. Douq; ( bJ., 

Leckev, Eric; Diaz, Christine; ( 

I 
\ 
' L_. __ .1 

,, 
) 

---..:_ 

\ 

W.1.!11.ams, Jan 

,/ 

) 
j 

J 

Cc: Becker, Amanda; Frans, Luke; Mike Davis; Jason 
lluntsb~rrv; Ft"ans, Luke; Mike Davis; Jason Huntsberry; Griffin, John T.: 

r L:u, > 
Subject: RE: FEMA Req11est tor Volunteers 
Importance: High 

' ' 



This is a critical mission. If you have not provided 
volunteers to Dou~. please do so as soon ai; pu~&ible. I understand it: 
is Labor Day weekend but we are in the middle of na~ional emergency and 
must s~ep up. These are the agencies Doug needs to hear from: 

OED 

DOC 

DOE 

DOL 

EPA 

OPM 

ONDCP 

USPC 

VAD 

~t a minimum, all the White Rouse liaisons (or deputies) 
from these agencies should email Doug and cc me please to let us kn~w 
how long lt will t~k~ ~o got ~his li~t in. Thanks, TG 

P.S. Doug, let's expa~d the email to include all :he 
Deputy WHLS for these agencies as well. Thanks, T·J 

From: Hoelscher, Doug_ l 
Sent: Sunday, September 04, 2005 

6'~ 
2:42 PM 

) 

To: \... 
Christine; ( 

\.i.-,0· 

) .eckey, 
Eric; Diaz, 
l ) 

( 

\ 

( ) 
" ( \ 

Cc: ( ~ ,1 

Huntsberry; Frnns, Luke; Mike Davis: Ja.son Huntsberry; Griffin, John T.; 
~ k.J).., ) 

Subject: FEMA Request for Volunteers 
Importance: High 

' 



We ha\re received volunteeri:; from the following 
Departments/Agencies: 

DOD 

DOI 

DOJ 

DOS 

DOT 

DTR 

HHS 

HUD 

US AID 

For the above agencies/departments, if you have 
additional political appointees you can line up to volunteer we would be 
much appc-eciative - it would be helpful to get these additional folks 
today and please send them in an addendum template rather than adding to 
your initial submission. We have had a number of folks who were listed 
as ok to volunteer who have said they can't volunteer - we need your 
help in making sure these are folks who CAN volunteez-. 

I have yet to receive any volunteers from the WHL's from 
the following depart1nents/agencies - if below agencies could send along 
their volunteers ASAP {today if possible we would be much appreciative): 

DED 

DOC 

DOE 

DOL 

EPA 

OPM 

ONDCP 

USPC 

VAD 

Finally, on the targeted surrogates I talked to several 
of you on the conference call yesterday and have placed a call to those 
WHL's who were not on the call and talked to many of you one-on-one -
for those WHL's I left a messag~ for: but have not yet heard fr:om please 
call me to discuss the tat·geted surrogate needs. There is a. separate 
tracking sheet for this need and we a~e requesting this template back by 
tomorrow afternoon. 

3 



Thanks for everyone's help and plea1>e call me with 
questions 

Doug Hoe 1 s che r 

White House Liaison 

Department of Homeland Security 

:!02-282-8220 

202-~Bl-6817 (Cell) 

ooug.Hoelscher@dhs.gov 

-----Original Message----­
Frcm: Hoelscher, Doug 
Sent: Saturday, September 
TO' ( 

03, 2005 4:24 PM 
b)-

( 

Cc: 1_ ~-'·).., .. ) 'r·rans, J...uKe · ; 
•Jason Huntsberry' ; •McDonald, Brian' ; ·Frans, Luke' 
'Jason Huntsberry'; 'Griffin, John T. '; l. 

Subject, FEMA Request for Volunteers 
Importance: High 

'Mlke 
'Mike 

):>,)-.· 

) 

Davis'; 
Davi;;:'; 

If possiDle to get your initial recruits back to us for 

) 

the first template Coday or early tomorrow that would be helpful as r.he 
need is now. Feel fre.e to send whatever you get on a real-cime basis 
and then send addendums. 

The second template, "diverse surrogates" can come on 
Mor.day. 

Doug Hoelsch~r 

White House Liaison 

Department of Homeland Security 

( 

l 
4 



( 
( 

(_ 

( 
( 

\ 

-----Original Message----­
E"ram: Hoelscher, Doug 
Sent: Saturday, September 03, 2005 12:3~ PM 
Ta: ·L z~) 

~5' J 
fy· ) 

y--w Williams, Jan <DOJ>; ( 

\_;,). 

) 

) 
' y_, ; - _) 

Cc: ( ~::..0)- 'F:-ans, Luke•; 'Mike Davis': 
'Jason Huntsberry'; 'McDonald, Brian'; 'Frans, Luke'; 'Mike Davis'; 
•Jason Huntsberry'; 'Griff.in, JohnT.'; ( ~-,)_ '\ 

Subject: FEMA Request for vol~nteers 
Importance: High 

Broadening the call to other Oeparmtents/Ageficy 

) 

pclitical appointees will below will be one top.ic of con .. ,ersation on the 
conference c<1ll (:it:t: e-mail history below) 

Other topic will be need for spP.r.ific surrogates. 
Second Template attached for that need as well. Please send thi9 
information back to ooug Hoelscher ( ;.__,_~!.. ') 

Thanks for )?our assistance. 

DHS/FEMA is interested in collecting a list of political 
appointees who would be interested in assisting in the following areas 
oE support given the volume of work fro1n Hurricane Katrina. 

1.) Administrative/General suppo~t 

2.) Legislative Affairs 

3. I Conimunications/Public Affairs 

4.) Comrnuni ty Relations 

5.) Public Liaison 

The immediate need will likely be for support at the 
FEMA headquarters in DC but aome folks may be asked to travel to the 
affected area. 

He w.:ll depend on our White House Liaison colleagues for 
the following: 

) 



1) To ensure that individuals sent our way have th~ 
approval of their supervisor(s) and the white House Liaison 

2) To ensure that volunteers would be a relevant asset 
to the dbove needs 

J) To ensure that information is provided in the 
requested format and that all necessary intormation is provided 

4) To rnaint<J.in expectations - we expect the response and 
interest to be great and therefore many volunteers may not be utilized 
for this purpose. DHS/FEMA will reach out to individuals who express 
interest ana utilize those individuals on a need basis. We would 
request that interested individuals not contact DHS/FEMA directly. 

5) Provide t.he information for volunteers in the 
attached template form via e-mail to Eric Leckey IEri.c.Leckey@dhs.gov) 
by 3: oo pm today (Monday, Sept. 5) . 

[ 

l 

Doug Hoelscher 

White House r.iaison 

Department of Homeland Security 

) 

) 

6 



Ahmad, Usman 

From: 
Sent; 
To: 

MDavis@gwb43.com 
Sunday, $eptember 04, 2005 2:45 PM 
Williams, Jan; Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS); l. 

( 
~ ) 

Cc: / \,.:,>;) 

" k" 

~1 JHuntsberry@gwb43.com; ( 'v_)l. 
) 

Subject: Re: FEMA Request for Volunteers 

Hoelscher is taking the lead on this on behalf of the Bush AdministratLon. Your complete 
cooperation is critical and appreciated. 

-·---Original Message---·­
From: Hoelscher, Doug ( 
To: (_ 

I 

\ 

( 
( 

I 

\ -,) t_ _ _.1 , • ......., 

Davis .::MDavia(9.'gwb43 .com ... ; Jason Huntsberry <JHuntsberr1@9wb43.com>; Frans, r.uke 
f 'V)l_ -, Mike Davis .::MDavis@swb43.com>; Jason Huntsber1·y 

<JttuntsDerry®gw04J.com>; Griffin, John T. ( 1-~l. ) 

l ~ ) 
Sent' Su.n Sep 04 14:41;37 2005 
Subject~ FEMA Request for Volunteers 

We have received volunteers from the following Departments/Agencies: 

DOD 

DO! 

OOJ 

DOS 

) 

' ' 

' 
/ 

" 
' 



DOT 

DTR 

HHS 

HOD 

usA.ro 

For the above agencies/departments, if you have ~dditional political appointees you can 
line up to volunteer we would be n1uch appreciative - it would be helpful to get these 
additional folks today and please send them in an addendum template rather than adding to 
your initial submission. we have had a number of folks who w@re listed as ok to volunteer 
who have said they can't volunteer - we need your help in making sure these are folks who 
CAN volunteer. 

I have yet to receive any volunteers from the WHL's from the following 
departments/agencies - if below agencies could send along their volunteers ASAP (today if 
possible we would be much appreciative): 

OED 

DOC 

DOE 

DOL 

EPA 

OPM 

ONDCP 

USPC 

VAfJ 

i.~inally, on the targeted surr-ogates I talked to several of y·ou on the conference call 
yesterday and have placed a call to those \lo'HL's who were not on the call 01.nd talked to 
rnany of you one-on-one - for those WHL's I left a message for but have not yet hear-d from 
please call me to discuss the targeted surrogate needs. There is a separate tracking 
sheet for chis need and we are requesting this template back by tomorrow afteJ:"noon. 

Thanks for everyone's help and please call l'!le with questions. 

Doug Hoelscher 

White House Liaison 

Department of Homeland Sec1.1rity 

I 
l 

) 

) 

2 



Doug.HoelGcher®dhs.qov 

-----Original Message----­
From: Hoelscher, Doug 
Sent: Saturday, September 03, 2005. 4 :24 PM 
To: \ 

l 
( 

\ 

Cc: l)~ 

Brian' ; 'Frans, Luke' ; 
' '~ \ l. 
~UbJeCt: FEM.A Request 
Iniportance~ High 

\JJ..-

'r..J-)--, ) 
'Frans, Luk~'; 'Mike Davis'; 'Jason Huntsberry'; 

'Mike Davis'; 'Jason HuntsberL·y•; 'Griffin, John T. 
\ 

for Volunteers 

\ 

\ 
,/ 

) 

'McDonald, 

If possible to get your initial recruits back to us 
tomorrow that would be helpful as the need is now. 
a real-time basis and then send addendums. 

for the first template today or early 
Feel free to send whatever you get on 

The second template, ~diverse surrogates" can come on Monday. 

Doug Hoelscher 

White House Liaison 

Department of Homeland Secu~ity 

i >·- ) 

-----original Message----­
From: Hoelsch~r. Doug 
Sent: Saturday, September 03, 
To: l.. 

I 
\_ 

2005 12 :39 PM 
I» 

) 
) Frans, Luke· ; 'Mike Davis' ; 'Jason Huntsberry' ; 

Brian'; 'Frans, Luke'; 'Mike Davis'; 'Jason Huntsberry'; 'Griffin, John T. 
'griffinjag@earthlink.net' 

Cc, 

Subject: FEMA Req1.1est fo1· Volunteers 
Importance: High 

) 

) 

J 
'McDonald, 



\ 

Broadening the call to other Deparmtents/Agency political appointees will below will be 
one topic of conversation on the conference call (:>ee e-mail history below) 

Other topic will be need for specific surrogates. Second Template 
as well. Please send thi~ information back to Doug Hoelscher ·c:_. 

attached for that need 
b( L) 

Thanks for your assistance. 

DHS/PEMA is interested in collecting a list of political appointees who would be 
interested in assisting in the following areas of support given the volume of work from 
Hurricane Katrina. 

1.} Administrative/General Support 

2.) Legislative Affairs 

] . ) Communications/ Public Affairs 

4. J Communit~· P.elations 

5.} Public Liaison 

The immediate need will likely be for support at the FEMA headquarters in DC but some 
folks may be asked to travel to the affected area. 

We will depend on our White House LLaison colleagues for the following: 

1) To @nsure that individuals sent our way have t;he approval of theiz: supervisor{sl and 
th~ White House Liaison 

2) To ensure that volunteers would be a relevant asset to the above needs 

-::i 

3) To ensure that information is provided in the requested format and that all necessary 
information 15 provided 

4) To maintain expectations - we expect the r@sponse and interest to be great and 
therefore many volunteers rnar not be utilized for this purpose. DHS/F'EMA will reach out 
to individuals who express interest and utilize those individuals on a need basis. We 
would request that interested individuals not contact DHS/FEMA directly. 

5) Pravi_9.e 
Leckey L-

the information 

\?>('-l ~ 

Doug Hoelscher 

White House Liaison 

for volunteers in the attached template 
J by 3:00 pm today (Monday, Sept. S), 

Department of Homeland Security 

form via e-mail to Eric 



( ) 

5 
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Ahmad, Usman 
. ··--·---------- ---·----·--·---

From: Hoelscher, Doug L (OHS) 

Sent: Saturday, September 03, 2005 1 :31 PM 

To: Williams, Jan; ·l 

( \ 
)_::)-

Cc: \,yJ. \ MDavis@gwb43.corn; 
JHuntsberry@!lwb43.com; i \:>J 
MDavis@_gwb43.com; JHuntsberry@gwb43.com; ·1:»-
t_ .\,..::<.)- ) 

Subject: RE: FEMA Request for Volunteers 

I will h~in calling now through Liaisons who could not make the call. 

As we work through all of this here is some contact info. for rnysell and Eric Leckey 

Doug H<lolscher, WHL 

( f);,, ) 

' ~))_ ) 

Eric lackey, Dep. WHL 

( )_;) ) 
- .. 

' ' 
~ -.,,_ 

Doug Hoelscher 
Wllile I louse Li11ison 
Department of Homeland Security 

( 

-----Original Message----­
From: Hoetseher, Doug 
5ent; 5aturday, 5eptember 031 2005 12:39 PM 
To: \ 't-:>>., )· (_ 

( 

l 

I 

) 

) 

) 

) 

Cc: (__ ~b ) 'Frans, Luke'; 'Mike Davis'; 'Jason Huntsberry'; 'McDonald, Brian'; 'Frans, 
Luke'; 'Mike Davis'; 'Jason Huntsberry'; 'Griffin, John T.'; 

611812007 



Subject: FEMA Request for Volunteers 
Importance: HJgh 

Page 2 of2 

Broadening the call to _other. Depanntentsl.<\gency political appointees will below will be one 
topic of conversation on the conference call (see e-mail history below) 

Other topic will be need for specific suttogates_ Second Template attached for that need as well. 
Please send this infonnation back to Doug Hoelscher 

Thanks for your assistance. 

-----Original Message----­
From: Hoelscher, Doug 
5ent: Frfday, September 02, 2005 9:36 AM 
To: ·1.._ t»-- ); Wil!Jams, Jan <DOJ>; O'Belrne, Jim, CIV, OSD; 
'Hemenway, Margaret, CIV, OSD'; Duffey, Mk:hael P, CTV, OSO; l _ i:j:? ) 

l 
Cc: Leckey, Erici 'Frans, Luke'; 'cabelka, Carrie B.' 
Subject: FEMA Request for Volunteers 
Importance: High 

HHS, DOJ, 000, DOS, USAID, DTR, B!ld DOT White House Liaisons: 

) 

DHS/FEMA is interesled in collecting a list of pOlilical appaintees who would be interested in assisting in 
the following areas of support given the volume of work from Hurricane Kabina. 

1.) Administratlve/General Support 
2.} Legislative Affairs 
3.) Communications/Public Affairs 
4.) Community Relations 
5.) Public Liaison 

The immediate need will likely be for support at the FEMA headquarters in DC but some folks may be 
asked to travel to the affected area. 

We will depend on our White House Liaison colleagues fOJ the following: 
1) To ensure that individuals sent our way h<3ve the approval of their supervlsor(s) and the White House 
Liaison 
2) To ensure that volunteers would be a relevanl asset to the above needs 
3) To ensure that information is provided in the requested fonnat and that all necessary information is 
provided 
4) To maintain expectations - we expect the response and interesl to be great and therefore many 
volunteers may not be utilized for this purpose. DHSIFEMA will reach out ta individuals who express 
interesl and utilize 1h<Jse individua!s on a need basis. We would request that interested individuals not 
conlacl DHS/FEMA directly. 
51Provide the information for volunteers in the attached template fotm via e-mail to Eric Leckey 
'L l:J(' 2-) ::::i by 3,00 pm today (Monday, Sept. 5). 

Doug HoeJS(;her 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

( ~y._, ) 
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Ahmad Usman 

From: 
Sent: 
To~ 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

tmp.htm (5 KB) 

Hoelscher, Doug (OHS} 
Sunday, October 23. 2005 4: 13 PM 
Williams, l 

( }~ 

rndavis@gwb43.com: jcherry@gwb43.com: l 
SJennings@gwb43.com 
Leckey, Er1c (OHS); Webster, Jocelyn (OHS); ~_;l 
DAS klr lntergovammental Affairs '--

tmp.htm 

'ream WHLs: 

(PLEASE DO NOT DISTRIBUTE FU~THER) 

We are currently mid-search for candidates to consider for a Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Intergovernmental Affairs SES position. I would 
be interested in getting your thoughts on anyone you all think would be 
good to consider. We have a good pool already, but want to expand the 
pool as much as possibl~. 

Thanks for any thoughts you may have - perhaps even folks on your team 
who might have relevant intergovernmental affairs experience. is solid, 
and is ready for a new challeng~. 

Specifications: 

-several years of intergovernmental experience (state and local) 
rele'lant exper.ience to homeland security issues would be ideal but 
stt·ong intergovernmental experience is more important 

-Good manager who is capable of navigating a large Department 

-Has strong interpersonal skills and is responsive to various 
cons ti tu en ts 

-Individuals who might make good candidates include: 

-current or former Dir:ectors or Deputy Assisi:ant Sect·etary's for 
Intergov/State and Local 

-fortner state elected officials \olho can thr1ve in a quick paced, 

1 

) 

) 

) 



stressEul environment, and who can successfully make the leap to the 
federal level 

·current or former DC State Directors for governors 

Doug Hoelscher 

White F.ouse Liaison 

Department: of Homeland Security 

l ) 

( ) 

2 



Ahmad Usman 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

tmp.htm (6 KB) 

c 'o(?) --i 
Wedilesday, October 26, 2005 8:48 AM 
Williams. Jan; Hoelscher, Doug (OHS); \.. 

( 
(_ ~ - -

mdavis@gwt>43.com jcheny@gwb43.com; sjennings@gwb43.com; l 
( /u} _) 

Lackey, Eric (DHS); Webster, Jocelyn (OHS); Diaz, Christine (DHS); ( 
L Ii>- l -
RE: do you know of some folks who fit the following mold? 

tmp.htm 

) 

We're comfortable with these mass appeals, but if possible, please also 
cc 'l'>PO/OPA on any responses. Everything wi.11 come through our offices 
anyway, and we want to alleviate any unnecessary workload for you (i.e., 
considering candidates whom we are not familiar with, etc). 

Also, a political appointment in one agency does not guarantee an 
additional appointment. 

See everybody this afternoon! 

-----Orig111al Message-----
Frorn: Hoelscher, Doug (mailto ( 
Sent: Tueadav. October 2S, 2005'-- 7:16 
To· ( )-_5:.A ) 

( L»-- ) 
,( ,_,, ) 
'· I)), ) mnaV1S@gWIJ,. J. com; JCnert"yl!lgW04J. con<; ~·rans, LuKe; 

sjennings@gWb43.con1; Frans, Luke; Barton, Webb!!r 0. 
Cc: Leckey, Eric; Webster, Joc:elyn; Dia2, Christine 
Subject: do you know of some folks who fit the following mold? 

Fellow WHL:l: 

Are you all familiai: with any individuals who have the following 
education/experience: 

1 



* MBA !preferably )oi:i.t MBA. and JD) 
* Several years of ma~agement experience of a l<1t-ge 

staff/orcrani?.ation 
* Works well i,;ith others but can be tough ,,;hen necessary 
* SES level 
• Preferably would have some budget mana_gement experience 

Thanks for any suggestions you may have. 

Doug Hoelscher 

White House Liaison 

Department of Homeland Security 

l_ ), ))., ) 

l ) 

2 
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Ahmad, Usman 
---·-------------------·-··· ·-··---·--··-·---------··-----------
From: Hoelscher, Doug (DHS) 

Sent: Sunday, September 25, 2005 1 :39 PM 

To: Williams. Jan; l k:0.. ) Hoe1sci1er, Doug (OHS): Leckey, 

·~ ( 
~ 

( 
/ 

l 
jcheny@gwb43.com; {_ K>-

. 
~.:)} 

h.>- ) mdavis@gwb43.com; 
\ 

Subject: FEDERAL GULF COAST RESPONSE TO HURRICANES KATRINA AND RITA 

WHLs: fyi 

Doug Hoelscher 
While House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

) 

.----Original Message----· 
From: SCholten, Gaylon <CTR> (- ..-~ ·) 'ln Behalf Of HSOC.State&Local 
5ent: Sunday, September 25, 2005 1:34 PM 
cc:: ADHS-State-and-Local-Affairs 
Subject: FEDERAL GULF COAST RESPONSE TO HURRICANES KATRINA AND RITA (All Lists) 

Press Release 

Pt'CJS Office 
lJ.S. ncparbnenl or Horo"°land Secu.-ity 

Scptemb.;r 25, 2005 

FEDERAi. GULF COAST RESPONSE TO HURRJCANES KATRINA AND RITA 

WASHINGTON, O.C. - The Oepartment of Homeland Security's (OHS) Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). in conjunction with ocher federal agenc.ies, continue~ to resJ>Qnd to 
~turricanes Katrina and Rita. 

Yesterday, President Bush approved major disaster declarations for the states of Texas and Lcuisiana. 
The immediate federal priorities are life-saving and life-sustaining operations ln support of state and 
local officials, including distribution of commodities; providing critical con1munications capabilities~ 

6118/2007 
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and maintaining hazardous material awareness on re-entiy into affected areas. The following ac1ions 
have been taken: 

• U.S. Coast Guard units have rescued more than 80 people, while search and rescue patrols and 
dan1agc surveys continue. 

• Nearly 700 FEMA Urban Search and Rescue personnel are on tl1e ground in Texas, and more than 
500 Urban Search atid Rescue personnel are on th~ ground in Louisiana, including 118 persorn1el 
in Lake Charles. l .ouisiana perfonning search and rescue missions. These tcan1s are supported by 
Department of Defense (DOD) heavy-lift helicopters, boats and high-w3(er vehicles. 

• FEMA has deployed hundreds of trucks of ice and \\'aler to Louisiana and Texas. 

• FEMA Rapid Needs Assessment Teams began aerial assessments of coastal areas in Texas 
aft'ected by Hur1i1,;ane Rita. Three teams of environn1ental personne1 from the L.:.S. Envirotuncntal 
Protection Agency, the Railroad Commission of Texas, the Texas Commission of Environmental 
Quallty, and the Texas Genera) Land Office are also c.t1rrcntly condllcting assessments. 

• Mort: tha.n 4-l,000 Active Duty and National Guard pr.rmnnel are on the ground or aboard ship 
supporting relief operations. 

• DOD e\'acuatcd mare than 3,UOO people, including 1,200 medical patients and 1,300 
ambulatory/elderly evacuees, fmm Houston and Beaumont, 'fexas and Lake Charles, Louisiana to 
9 locations il1 8 Stales. 

• DOD's aviation support in the affected area includes 88 helicopters. Air Force and Arn1y 
persollllel provided fuel to approximately I 00 buses evacuating civilians from Beaumont, Texas. 
Air National Guard fueled an additional 260 buses in B.:-aumont and Housto~ I exas. 

• The USS Jwo JimaExpeditionary Strike Group is proceeding to a position southeast of Port 
Arthur, Louisiana to continue damage assessments and search and rescue missions as needed. 

• The National Interagency Fire Center, comprised of specialists from eight federal and state 
agencies \Vho routinely \\·ork togtther in respondi11g to disaster and wildfire en1crgencies, is pre­
positioning Incident Management Teams in areas affected by Iiurricane Rita and mobilizing 
additional tean1s to respond as needed in support of (in;t responders. 

For more info1matio11 on emergency preparedness, please visil \\-WW.~.gov or WWW'.ftnta.go''· 

HH!! 
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Ahmad, Usman 

From: Hoelsche<, Doug (OHS) 
Sant: Friday, September 23, 2005 4:46 PM 

To: Williams, Jan; 1 t.._ b-) ) ; Hoelscher, Doug (OHS); Leckey, 
Eric (OHS); Diaz, Christine (OHS);(_ -L&-- ) 

( 
~-

( 
I 
"-

l \-_,> 
jcnerry@gwb43.com; tg@gwb43 com;t_ b( '-) ~ 

Subject: FW: FEDERAL GULF COAST PREPARATIONS (All Lists) 

WHLs: fyi 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department of Homeland Security 

) 

-----Original Message---
From: Scholten, Gaylon <CrR> f( bJ 
Sent: Friday, 5eptember 23, 2005 4:29 PM 
Cc: "OHS-State-atid-local-Affalrs 
Subject: FEDERAL GULF COAST PREPARATIONS (All Lists) 

Press Release 

I 
./ 

) 
/ 

_) mdavis@gwb43.com; 

) On Behalf Of HSOC,State&Local 

Press Offic'' 
ll.S. Ocp:.1.rtment or Hnmeland Ser:urity 

September 23, 2t}05 

FEDERAL GUl,F COAST PREPARATIONS 

WASHINGTON. D.C. -The Department of Homeland Security's (DHS) Federal Emergency 
Managen1ent Agency (FEMA ). in conjunction \\'ith other federal agencies, continues to prepare for 
Hurricane Rita. 

FEMA and ft:deral agencies are pre-positioning supplies and comn1odities in the surrounding affected 
areas and potential landfall areas of the stonn. Residents in the Gulf Coast stat~s should continue to pay 

611812007 
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close attention to tlurricane Rita and follow the instructions of local officials. The followir1g preliminary 
actions have been take11: 

• FEMA has pre-positiunt:d e11ougl1 conu11oditics for fOur days including 45 truckloads of waler, 45 
truckJoads of ice. and 25 lruckloads of meals in Texas. Along with 140 truckloads of water, 120 
1ruckloads of ice and 73 truckloads of meals pre-positioned at federal facilities in Louisiana. 

• More than 450 medical team personnel and 17 Urban Search and Rescue Task Forces, consisting 
of almost 90() personnel, are pre-po:siLioue<l in Texas. 450 llrban Search und Rescue personnel are 
already staged in Louisiana. 

• The U.S. Coast Guard has approximately 50 aircraft ready to respond to Rita and another 70 
aircraft in the Pacific area on alert. Relief crews are being flown fron1 Ha\\'aii. Alaska. Califon1ia. 
and the Pacific North\J.'CSt to slaging locations today. 

• Department of Ho1neland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff has authorized the rel:all of up to 
300 U.S. Coast Guard reservists for response to Hurricane Rita. 

• Department of Transportation (DOT) is providing over 650 buses in response to requests fron1 
Texas Rnd J,nuisiana officials to help support evacuation efforts. Six l\-fD-80 aircraft are on 
standby in Baton Rouge t~ support airlifts out of Louisiana . 

• Department of Defense (DOD) has a n1ission assignment for six hea\'y-lift helicopters al Ft. Sam 
Houston, Texas, six heavy-lifl helicopters at Ft. Worth, Texas, and boats and high-water vehicles 
to nssist search and rescue ta.c;k force.<;. 

• More lhan 3(){),000 National Guard soldiers and ainnen stand ready throughout the 54 states and 
territories prepared to respond to any crisis. Texas, Louisiana, Florida, Mississippi and Alabama 
have more than 37 ,000 National Guard soldiers and airmen positioned to assist and respond. The 
Texas ts"ational Gu<lrd has refueled 260 oommercial buses with 25,000 gallons of fuel as of this 
morning:. 

• V.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has pre-deployed three EPA response personnel 
a11d four contractors to the Regional Re~rinnse Coordination Center in Austin, Texas. The pre­
dcployment tea1n is co-Jocated witJt other f._"<ieral and state personnel to coordinate planning for 
Hurricane Rita response priorities. 

• A full EPA Incident Management Team consisting of 18 EPA personnel will stage in Dallas. The 
team \•.:ill deploy to the impacted area as soon as the storm passes. Additional response and 
contract personnel are standing bJ' and 'vill he on scene once an inilia! needs assessn1enl is 
complt:te. 

611812007 
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• The Texas Con1mission of Environmental Quality and the EPA have been contacting chemical 
and refinery in<lustry along the hurricane's path concerning their plans to secure and shul·down 
their (Jlants. 

• The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) continues to track tl1e path of Hurricane Rita. NRC 
staff are monitoring conditions at three nuclear power plants \\·here tropical stonn force winds and 
heavy rain are projcGted. 'fhe current path of the storm is not expect&.i to bring it within 100 rniles 
of the three plants. The J\TRC has sent six additio1tal inspectors to the plants to pn>vidc around the 
clock coverage if the need arises. 

• The NRC has also established a point of conlact "'itlt FEMA \Vhile plant operators coordinat~ with 
local emergency respondt:rs. Additionally, NRC has contacted Louisiana and Texas to move to a 
safe location or secure in place radioactive- materials used in medicine and industry. 

For more intOnnation on emcrgenC)' preparetln~ss, please visit'\ ww~ad~O\'. or WW\V.fetna.g_Q.Y.. 

### 

611812007 



Ahmad, Usman 

From: Hoelscher, Doug (OHS) 

Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2005 10:13 AM 

To: Williams, Jan; \ 'yJ>, 
Eric (OHS); Diez, Christine (OHS); t 

\ -
}/})-

Page I of2 

J Hoelscher, Doug (OHS); Leckey, 
~J,t. ) 

) 

( ~__;,}, ) mdavis@gwb43.com; 
jcherry@gwD43.oom; tg@gwb43.com; ( \.,A. ) 

Subject: FW: PRINCIPAL FEDERAL OFFICIAL NAMED FOR HURRICANE RITA RESPONSE (All Lists) 

WHLs: fyi 

Doug Iioelscher 
White House Liaison 
Dcpartn1ent of Homeland Security 

( \:;}- ) 

-----ongJnal Me!l~ge-----
From; SCholten, Gaylon <CTR> l t;.J.- ) . On Behalf Of HSOC.State&Local 
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2005 7:57 AM 
Ct:: "OHS-State--and·Local-Affairs 
Subject: PRINCTPAL FEDERAL OFFICTAL NAMED FOR HURRICANE RITA RESPONSE (All Lists) 

Press Ofjil·e 
ll.S. l)ep11.rtn1ent or lto111el1nd Seturity 

Press Release 

PRINCIPAL FEDERAL OFHCIAL NAMED FOR 
HURRICANE RITA RESPONSE 

Septc1nbe-r 22, 2005 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - President George W. Bush has declared under the Stafford Act that an 
emergency ex:ists in the State of Texas and the State of f,,ouisiana, and ordered federal aid to supplement 
Stale and local response and recovery efforts in the areas affected by Hurricane Rita. That declaration 
effectively char!l.l'terizcs Hurricane Rita as an Incident of National Significance under the National 
Response Plan (NRP). 
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In accordance with the guidance provided in the NRP. Homelat1d Security Secretary Michael C.'hertoff 
has designated Rear Adn1iral Larry Hereth, U.S. Coast Guard, as Principal Federal Official (PFO) for 
incident managen1ent putposcs during the response and recovery operations for Hurricane Rita in 
Texas. 

Rear Admiral Hereth has more than 32 years of experience managing federal assets and national and 
field operations. Rear Admiral Hereth \'t'iil manage a federal Joint Field Office located in Austin, Tex. 
and coordinate federal government activities with state and local officials. 

Rear Admiral Hereth reports to the Fifth Coast Guard District from an assignment at tr.s. Coast Guard 
Headquarters, Washington. D.C., as the Director of Port Securily. In that capacity, he led the 
development and in1plementation of a ne'tV 111aritime security regime for vessels, facilities and ports 
throughout the United States. Rear Admiral Hereth has served as Commanding Officer or Port Captai11 
in multiple duf)' stations, including New York, New Orleans, San Francisco, and al Coast Guard 
Headquarters. He also served as Chief of lhe Coast Guard's National Marine Envirorunental Response 
Schooli where he supervised pollution response courses and directed a national exercise program. 

Rear Admiral Hereth is a 1973 graduate of the United States Coast Guard Academy with a Bachelor of 
S..;ience degree. He also earned an MBA in 1992 fron1 Florida Institute of Technology. Rear Admiral 
Hereth is a native of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Admiral 'fhad Allen, U.S. Coast Guard, previously designated as PFO for Hurricane Katrina response 
and recovery activities in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama, \Viii additionally serve as PFO for 
Hurricane Rita response and recovery activities in I~ouisiana. 

### 

### 
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Ahmad, Usman 

From: Hoelscher, Doug (OHS} 

Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2005 7:04 PM 

To: Williams, Jan; ( ~;d­
Eric (OHS); Diaz. Christine {OHS); ( 

( 

( u;~ 
icherry@gwb43.com; r_ b( 2 -) ~ 

Subject: FEDERAL GULF COAST PREPARATIONS 

WHLs: fyi 

Doug Hoelscher 
\\'11ite House Liaison 
Departn1enl of Homeland Security 

( \_?J ) 
\ - ' 

-----Original Message-----
From: Scholten, Gaylon <CTR> ( yj.I.. 
Sent: Thursday, 5eptember 22, 2005 5:21 PM 
Cc: AQHS-State-and-Local-Affairs 
Subject: FEDERAL GULF COAST PREPARATIONS (All Lists) 

Press Release 

Pagclof3 

J Hoelscher, Doug (OHS); Leckey, 
r__..,,;i.... J 

) mdavis@gwb43.com; 

) 
) 

) On Behelf Of HSOC.State&Local 

Press Ojji<.:e 
U.S. Department of llomeland Secu1·ity 

Septe1nbcr 22, 2005 

FEDERAL GULF COAST PREPARATIONS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -The Department of Hon1etand Security's (OHS} Federal Emergency 
Managen1cnt Agency (FEMA), in conjunction with other federal agencies. continues to prepare for 
Hurricane Rita. 

FEM.A. and federal agencies are pre-positioning supplies and commodities in the surrounding affected 
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areas and pot(...'lltial landfall areas of the storm. Residents in the Gulf Coast states should continue to pay 
close attention to Hurricane Rita and follow the instructions of local offlcials. The follov.'ing preli1ninary 
actions have been taken: 

• 45 truckloads of water and 45 truckloads ice and 25 truckloads CJfmeals are pre-staging at federal 
facilitLes in Texas. 

• Over400 medical team personnel and 14 Urban Search & Rescue Task Forces, ah11ost 800 
personnel, are pre-staging in Texas. 

• An aggressive recruitment campaign has identified civilian volunteers, including more than 200 
physicians and more than 400 registered nurses who could be deployed in response to Hunicane 
Rita. 

• The state of Florida has released all ofFEMA's pre-positioned teams and assets and FEMA. is in 
the process of moving p{"rsonnel and commodities to Texas. 

• 13 U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) aircraft in Corpus Christi and Houston are being readied to evacuate 
and relocate to a staging position to quickly respond once the stomt passes. 

• Additional USCG relief aircrews and aircraft fron1 around the countl)' will begin arriving in 
staging areas in Texas as early as today. An additional 4 HH-60 Jayhawk helicopters are b~ing 
pre-staged in San Antonio. 

• 6 major USCG cutters are in the Gulf of Mexico avoiding storm. Cutters will be pre-positioned to 
follow the storm to provide imntediatc support for search and rescue, comn1and and control and 
waterways assessment. USCG cutter Dauntless, based in Galveston, left pon yesterday after 
evacuating family men1bers. Dauntless is in the Gulfoff\fexico heading soulh to avoid the storm 
to be in a position to follow the storm. 

• More than 400 additional USCG perso1U1el are surging to support the response and hundreds more 
are on alert and ready to respond af1er landfall. 

• USCG dlsaster assistance tearns and environmental pollution strike teams are assernbling in 
Louisiana to be in a posilion to rnove into the affected area once the stom1 passes. USCG liaison 
officers have been assigned to state and local emergency operation centers 1n Texas and 
Louisiana. 
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• Infrastructure Protection division is assessing the potential consequences to critical infrastructure 
located in the storm's projected path, along with the requirements to secure and restore these 
facilities in the stonn's aftermath. Based upon these assessments. DHS \'t'ill work with private 
sector partners and state and local government officials during the recovery phase. 

• Nearly 3,500 National Guardsmen in Texas are 011 state active duty and the go\'en1or has 
authorized the activation of up to 5,000 of the more than 10,000 National Guardsmen currently 
available in the state. Approximately 1,352 Texas National Guardsmen serving in Louisiana have 
recurned to Texas in anticipation of the stonn. 

• Department of Defense (DOD) has a mission assignment for 6 heavy-lift helicopters at Ft Sam 
Houston, TX and 6 heavy-lift helicopters at Ft Worth, TX for search and rescue support. DOD is 
making available 2,000 active duty "security forces" such as military police. 

• The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) has sent an additional 150 sc.reeners to 
Houston to assist [n moving people through the airports to evacuate them from the city. 

• The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) has provided approximately 650 buses lo the state 
of Texas to support preparations for Hurricane Rita. 

• EPA issued a reformulated gasoline \\'aiver for the Houston/Galveston, Texas area. Conventional 
gasoline \viii be available for distribution ::ind sale in this area from Septentb¢r 21 through 
Septen1l:icr 26, 2005 

For more infonnation on emergency prepare-Oncss, please visit w"-~'.readgqy or Y.'\VW.Jt:ma.gov. 

### 
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Ahmad, Usman 
------------------------ ---

From: Hoelscher, Doug (OHS) 

Sent: Friday, September 16, 2005 4:06 PM 

To: Williams, Jan; ( ~_;}., 
Eric (0_!15); Diaz, Christine (OHS); ( 

( \~ 
/ 

l 
l kv.-

jcherry@gwb43.com; tg@gwb43.com; '[_ 

) Hoelscher, Doug (OHS); Leckey, ,_,, ) 

) mdavis@gwb43.com; 
bCl..) 

Subject: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE ANO RECOVERY TO iHE AFTERMATH OF 
HURRICANE KATRINA 

WHls: FYI 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaison 
Department cf Homeland Security 

( }__,}- ) 

-----Original Message----
From: Quin, Robert <CTR> { Uf. 
5ent: Friday, September 16, ZOOS 3:53 PM 
Cc: HSOC.State&Local; "DHS-State-and-LOcal-Affairs 

) On Behalf Of HSOC.State&Local 

SUbject: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE AND RECOVERY TO THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE 
KATRINA (all lists; S&L AffairS) 

) 

J 

Prt'l'S Office 
ll.S. Departn1enl of Homeland Sttqrlty 

Press Release 
September 16, 2005 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE AND RECOVERY TO THE AFTERMATH OF 
HURRICANE KATRINA 
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Federal support to state and local officials, volunteer organizations and families who have been 
devastated by Hurricane Katrina continues around the clock in an effon to provide recovery support to 
those affected by this unprecedented natural disaster. Federal assistance to households will help then1 get 
on the road to recovery. The following facts provide an update to sonic of the important activi1ies and 
approxintate numbers as of 3 p.m. EDT: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Household Assistance Funds 

D Number of Households Receiving Distribution 
Huusehalds in thousands 
Fig11r~s M'J'~MnM<i atxJw aM c1.1mu'Miw: MlRI.$ to d.i~ 

•Dollars 

The Anny Corps of Engineers awarded four fixed-priced contracts Thursday for debris removal in 
the areas affected by Hurricane Katrina. Each of these contracts has a value of up to $500 million 
each, with the option of an additional $500 million. The tenns of all four contracts require the 
contractors to give a preference to those organizations, finns or individuals residing or doing 
business primarily in the area affected by Hurricane Katrina. More information at 
VfW\V .usaci;.army.mil. 

The Environmenlal Protection Agency continues assessment of damage to local drinking \Valer 
systenlS and to provide technical assistance to help restore service in Alabama, Mississippi, anJ 
Louisiana. More than 73 percent of affected drinking water systen1s in Louisiana have been 
restored. More than 78 percent of affected drinking water facilities in Mississippi have been restored. 
Nearly 100 percent of drinking water facilities in Alabama l1avc been restored. 

The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) continues to identify thousands of 
single, and multi-family, properties that can be referred to families uprooted from their homes. HUD 
has initially identified nearly 5,000 single-family hon1cs in 11 neighboring states, and referred 
approximately 1,500 homes to FEMA for immediate placement. 

Public Housing Authorities around the country are reserving approximately 5,60() vacant units for 
displaced public housing residen1s and have agreed to accept rental vouchers from HUD-assisted 
families from the Gu]fregion. HUD is also waiving certain regulations in the departrnent's block 
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grant programs in order to allo\v affected communities to use existi11g funding for emergency housing 
and service programs. 

• C.S. Departm~nl of A~riculture's (USDA) vcterioarians and veterinary technlci~ns arc \'\·orking 
closely wiih state and 1ocaJ otlicials and private groups to help rescue pets and displaced animals 
from stomt~ravaged areas of southern Louisiana and Mississippi. USDA is supporting these efforts 
veterinary care, shelter and feed for tl1ese anin1als, ~well as facilitating reunions "·ith their owners. 
Recovered pets are given a bath and vaccinated after a thorough examination. Animals recovered in 
r .oui~iana can be found on WW\V.Detfindcr com. Mississippi is working to have pictures of animals 
posted onli11e as well. 

### 
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Ahmad, Usman 

From: Hoelscher, Doug (OHS) 
Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2005 3:16 PM 

To: Williams, Jan; t:. ~ 
Eric (OHS}; Diaz, Christine (OJ-IS); l 

Page! of2 

_) Hoelscf\er. Doug (OHS); Lackey, 
Jo). ) 

\ 
) 

j 
) jcherry@gwb43.com; tg@gwb43.com; 

Subject: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE ANO R6.COVERY TO THE AFTERMATH OF 
HURRICANE KATRINA 

WHLs: fyi 

Doug Hoelscher 
White House Liaiso11 
Department ofl-lomeland Security 

( }~ ) 
-·--Original Message---·· 
From: Scholten, Gaylon <CTR> l b.) ) On Behalf Of HSOC.State&Local 
Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2005 3:15 PM 
Cc:. AOHS-State-and·Local-Affairs 
Sllbject: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE ANO RECOVERY TO THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE 
KATRINA (NI Lists) 

Press Release 

Pr<•ss OJ7ice 
U.S. l>epartmient ofHumelaod Sett1rity 

September 15, 200.5 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPONSE AND RECOVERY TO THE AFTERMATH OF 
HURRICANE KATRINA 

Federal support to slate and local officials, volunteer organizalions and families who have been 
devastated by Hurricane Katrina continues around the clock in an effort to provide recovery support to 
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those affected by this unprecedented natural disaster. Federal assistance to households will help lhem get 
on the road to recovery. The following facts provide an update to some of the important activities and 
approx.i1nate numbers as of2 p.ni. EDT: 

Household Assistance Funds 

O Number of Households Receiving Distribution 

Households m 
thn11<:::1f1~"' 

l' 
•Dollars 

• More than 122,000 people are currently housed in shelters throughout all 50 states and 
the District of Columbia. This number is expected to continue to decrease as peopl~ 
are provided long-tenn housing. 

• SBA disaster loans are the primary source of federal funds for repairi11g or rebuilding 
disaster dantage to private property owned by horr1eowners and renters. HomeO\\'TICrs 
may borro\v up to $200.000 to repair or replace damaged or destroyed real estate. 
Horncowners and renters may borrow up to $40,000 to repair or replace damaged or 
destroyed personal property, including vehicles. 

• Department of Agriculture Rural Development's single-family home loan programs, which ha\'e 
enabled thousands of rural Mississippi families to build or purchase homes ov<::r the past decades, 
will soon be CJo'.tended to non-n1ral areas such as Hattiesburg and the Mississippi Gulf Coast in 

order to help t3.ntilies affected by Hurricane Katrina. 

### 
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