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@ongress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

July 24, 2006

The Honorable Michael Chertoff

Secretary
Department of Homeland Security

Washington, DC 20528
Dear Secretary Chertoff:

Congress is aware that protecting homeland security is a burden, logistically and
financially, being borne not just by government. but bv hundreds of non-nrofit arpanizatiane that

T TS

New York City — we are writing to reque_st that you ensure that those dollars be granted to
recipients as soon as possible.

Moreover, we urge you to distribute the funding on the basis of threat — and threat alone.

As you know, New York City received more than $5.4 million in a previous round of
funding, which went to dozens of institutions in New York City, including the Museum of
Modem Art, The New York Public Library, and a variety of yeshivas and synagogues throughout
the five boroughs. Those grants did a world of good.

But many more of our great cultural institutions, schools, and places of worship would
benefit from additional security.

Your department has an abysmal record when it comes to distributing funding on the
basis of threat, and as a result, the places most likely to be targeted, like New York City, have
been shortchanged.

We urge you to make sure that there are no further delays, and that the grants are
distributed to the places that need it most.

Sincerely,

ANTHONY D. WEINER CAROL :: B. MALO@Y

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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ANTHONY D. WEINER 1122 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
9 DisTRICT, NEw YORK WasHINGTON, DC 20515

{202) 2266616
80-02 Kew GARDENS ROAD
T —— @ongress of the Hnited Htates o
Houge of esentatives (718) 520-8001
DEMOCRATIC WHIP . ‘? R:m 1800 SHEEPSHEAD Bay ROAD
Washington, BE 205153209 Brcoxu, Y 11235
O e 1 11680
March 17, 2005 e 3180268
APR 4'85 RCVD
Michael Chertoff
Secretary

Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Chertoff:

I am honored to take this opportunity to write in support of Point Breeze
Volunteer Fire Department’s application for the Assistance to Firefighters Grant
Program.

I cannot stress enough the service that Point Breeze Volunteer Fire Department
provides to the Rockaway Peninsula and New York City as a whole. Most significantly,
Point Breeze played an essential role in the response to Septhember 11%, 2001. They
personally staffed a local FDNY Firehouse and also sent firefighters to assist in rescue
and recovery efforts at the World Trade Center. Additionally, on November 12%, 2001,
Point Breeze responded directly to the American Airlines Flight 587 crash and was
instrumental in putting out house fires in the immediate vicinity.

Presently, one of the two fire trucks is almost 20 years old and is badly in need of
replacement. Accordingly, it is crucial that Point Breeze obtains a new four wheel drive
front fire truck with forward compartment so as to ensure the safety of the firefighters
and maintain protection for the community.

Considering the challenges that New York has endured and will possibly face in
the future, I am requesting that this application be given your fullest consideration.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention and reply to this very important
matter.

ONY D. WEINER
ember of Congress

ADW:fs



Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Homeland Security

APR 11 2005 Washington, DC 20528

Homeland
Security

The Honorable Anthony D. Weiner
U.S. House of Representative
Washington, DC 20515-3209

Dear Representative Weiner:

Thank you for your letter in support of the Point Breeze Volunteer Fire Department’s
application for funding under the Fiscal Year 2005 Assistance to Firefighters Grant
(AFG) program.

In Fiscal Year 2005, Congress appropriated $650 million to support this critical initiative.
As you are aware, funds under the AFG Program are awarded on a competitive basis and
are made directly to those local fire departments. Successful applicants are those whose
requests meet the program's priorities, exhibit clear financial need, and can demonstrate
tangible benefits from the funds requested.

The Department of Homeland Security will review applications and reach award
decisions as quickly as possible giving each application its due consideration.
Information on award decisions will be provided directly to each fire department
applicant.

I appreciate your interest in the Department of Homeland Security, and I look forward to
working with you on future homeland security issues. If I may be of further assistance,
please contact the Office of Legislative Affairs at (202) 205-4412.

Sincerely,
J@’)’)\/ \ﬁu/‘-—"
Pamela J. Turner
Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs
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The Honorable Anthony D. Weiner
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-3209

Dear Representative Weiner:

On behalf of Secretary Chertoff, thank you for your letter of April 21, 2005, in support of
the Gerritsen Beach Fire Department’s application for funding under the Fiscal Year
2005 Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) Program.

In Fiscal Year 2005, Congress appropriated $650 million to support this critical initiative.
As you are aware, funds under the AFG Program are awarded on a competitive basis and
are made directly to those local fire departments. Successful applicants are those whose
requests meet the program's priorities, exhibit clear financial need, and can demonstrate
tangible benefits from the funds requested.

The Department of Homeland Security will review applications and reach award
decisions as quickly as possible giving each application due consideration. Information
on award decisions will be provided directly to each fire department applicant.

I appreciate your interest in the Department of Homeland Security, and I look forward to
working with you on future homeland security issues. If I may be of further assistance,
please contact the Office of Legislative Affairs at (202) 205-4412.

Sincerely,

xﬂﬂ/}*/d\/\/t/f\/\/

amela J. Turner
Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs
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ANTHONY D. WEINER 1122 LONGWORTH HOUSE DFFICE BULDING
9y DisTeT, New Yok WasuingTON, DC 20515
{202) 225-8618
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

DISTRICT OPAICES:

commr s Congress of the Vnited States T

i Houge of Representatives BT
pruoTa Washtugton, BE 20515—3209 et
90-16 ROCKAWAY BRACH BOULEVARD
April 21, 2005 M omsshiY 595 ROV
Michael Chertoff
Secretary
Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528
Dear Secretary Chertoff:

I am honored to take this opportunity to write in support of Gerritsen Beach Fire
Department’s application for the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program.

Since its establishment in 1922, Gerritsen Beach Volunteer Fire Department has
been ably serving the local community, responding to 400 alarms and medical calls each
year. Covering a diverse three square miles, the department has to fight residential and
vegetation fires.

Recently, the Department’s has been forced to curtail their responses, specifically
in brush and marsh areas, as they no longer have adequate equipment. Considering half
of the Departments calls are in response to vegetation fires, it is critical that Gerritsen
Beach Volunteer Fire Department receives a grant in order to purchase a new 4-wheel
drive mini-pumper and the necessary equipment to outfit it. This grant will ensure the
safety of the community as well as the firefighters.

Considering the challenges that New York has endured and will possibly face in
the future, I am requesting that this application be given your fullest consideration.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention and reply to this very important
matter. '

ANTHONY D. WEINER
Member of Congress

ADW:fs
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ANTHONY D, WEINER

OTh DasrrieT, New YoRK

COPMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
ener e e - Congress of the Wnited Dtates
DEMOCRATIC WP Housze of Representatives
Wushington, B 20515—3200

December 20, 2007

Ms. Sara Taylor

Director

US Cirizenship and Immigration Services
20 Massachusetts Avenue

Room 4008

Washington, D.C. 20509

Dear Ms. Taylor:

1122 LonGWORTH HoLE DriGE BUILBING
WagsHINGTON, DC 20515
{202) 425-6918

DISTHITT OFRCES:
80-02 Kow GaRDENS ROAD
SuITE 5600
Keve Banouns, NY 11416
{718) 620-9GL1

1800 SHEEPSHEAL Hay ROaD,
Broakoyy, NY 11248
1718} 743-0441

90-16 RocrawaAyY BEacH BOULEVARD
Rockaway, NY 11893
(118} 316-9266

I have been contacted by () (6)(b) (6) who is filing his ]-140 application (DOB

(b)®) N

As you will note from the enclosed documents,[DECIOION dirccted the documentary, “A
Jihad for Love”, which premiered at the prestigious Toronto International Film Festival this past
September. This film has won many awards and critical acclaim and is going on for nationwide

theatrical release on May 21, 2008.

OICIONCHN \vorked as a broadcast journalist for Asia’s premier network for three vears
and as a producer for BBC World Television’s Moneywise and India Tomorrow. He has

established a national and intemational reputation as an extraordinary filmmaker.

I thank you in advance for your prompt attention and reply to this matter.

ANTHONY D. WEINER
Member of Congress

ADW:ap



Congress of the Wnited SHtates
Washington, BE 20515

July 21, 2003

The Honosable Tom Ridge _
Secretary, Department of Homeland Securily

washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Ridge,

The September 1 1™ terrorist attacks caused significant mental helih rauma 10 New York
students and to thousands of others, but so far, there is evidence {hat the federal funds alincgted
to help heve been significantly mismanaged. We write to request an jnquiry by yout office info
New York State's usé of federal funds allocated for the mental health ireatment of those affected
by the September 11* terrotist attacks through Project Liverty, and into the federal guidelines
issued for these funds, to detormine whether those guidelines are restricting needed support snd
connseling to 971 1 victims.

We are concemed {het available funds for crisis counseling of 9/11 victims will be
terminaied because of FEMA Tules limiting the vse of ctisis counseling funds to nine months
from the date of the Deparament of Health and Human Services notice of grant award. This issue
s particularly sroubling, since ALY mental health professionals received contracts 1o provide
mental health treaiment through Project Liberty only a few months ago, more than & year and a
half after the digaster, and they arc oW receiving notice from Project Libetty that the funds
pledged will be cut back. This is puzing, when recent press reports indicate that over half the

onginal federal funds, nearly $90 million remains unspent ("9/11 Trauma Aid Tn Limbo" New
York Daily News May 27, 2003}.

Tt appears that 2D additional reason for Project Liberty progra cuts is that the funds {$33
million) for expanded school based mental health services in Downtown Manhatan have been
1aken from funds allocated for larget Project Liberty COIMMURILY recovery offorts instead of from
other recovery funds as originally proposed bY members of the New Yotk congressional

delegation and Mayor Bloombetg. :

. ‘Why was there snch a lengthy delay frecing funds for nse in the schools? Now that
they are available, how can thls be allowed to become au excuse to withdraw Project
Liberty funding throughout the clty?

. Please explain whether vour office has approved a cutback by the State of federal funds
made available for crisis co_\mselhlg, and if so, the reasons for this detexmination.

Anciher cORCETD celated to federal guidelines is that New Yorkers secking counseling for
/11 related mental health needs are being discoursged from seeking help by restrictive and
arbitrary requirements to claim a need for assistance. The guidetines for crisis counseling that
have been promulgated by FEMA ate far raore restriciive than is required by applicable federal
code (44 CFR, F, 206.171) or statuie (the Stafford Act). These restrictions affect all aspects of

the crisis counseling program, jnciuding hiring mental health professionsls, providing mental

mummm



health diagnosis and clinical care, the number of allowable visits, and eligibility requirements.
Evidence from research following the Oklahoma City bombing, principally by Dr. Betty
Pfefferbaum, and research done in New York following 9/11 by Columbia University School of
Public Health, The Children's Heaith Fund, and New York Academy of Medicine, all make clear
that mental health needs following an act of terrorism persist over time.

The mental health treatment model needed after a terrorist attack is different from that
used by FEMA following a natural disaster such as a hurricane. This is the position of the
former official in charge of SAMHSA's collaboration with FEMA for mental health recovery,
then Assistant Attomey General and now Associate Director of the Center For the Study of
Traumatic Stress, Prian Flynn, EAD. Dr. Flynn has stated that the current program for federal
funding of crisis counseling after Presidentially declared disasters "has many shortcomings when
applied to the intensity and duration of the consequences of terrorism. This is especially true in
meeting the long-term treatment needs that are more significant following human cansed
events.” Nonetheless, Project Liberty has been impeded by continued emphasis on a crisis
counseling model intended to provide very limited, short-term relief immediately following a
disaster.

Please clarify FEMA's plans te ensure that those in need of mental health support
actually get the help they need, instead of confronting restrictions that will only increase the
distress they are experiencing.

We look forward to your resfonse to these important concerns.

Sincerely,

. CARGLYN B. ONEY
Member of Congress

MICHAEL McNULTY
Member of Conpres

Member of Congress
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. GARY A RMAN
Member of Congress Member Of Congress
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STEVE ISRAELE].
Member of Congress




Congress of the Enited States
Washington, BE 20515

March 3, 2004

The Honorable Asa Hutchinson

Undersecretary for Border and Transportation Security
U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Undersecretary Hutchinson:

We are writing to express our concern with the situation involving a Tibetan Buddhist
nun, Sonam, who was granted political asylum in November 2003, but continues to face possible
deportation due to the Department of Homeland Security’s decision to appeal the judicial finding
in this case.

According to an article that appeared in the January 27, 2004 Washington Post, Sonam
was detained by federal authorities upon her arrival at Dulles International Airportand .
transported to a local jail outside of Richmond, Virginia. In November 2003, Sonam was brought
before a federal immigration judge in Arlington, Virginia and granted political asylum based on
the judge's determination that Sonam had a credible fear of persecution if she was returned to
Tibet and that she did not represent a threat to the security of the United States. The Department
of Homeland Security (DHS) immediately appealed the case, however, and Sonam was taken
back into custody to await a rehearing. DHS attorneys reportedly appealed the case because
Sonam lacked proper identity documentation of her identity, a common occurrence with
refugees.

We were pleased to learn that Sonam was released on parole on January 30, but we remain
concerned about the fact that she still faces the possibility of deportation due to DHS’ on-going
appeal. As you were quoted as saying in this same article, "{e]ven a well-balanced policy can get
out of kilter on an individual case because someons has exercised poor judgment.” While we
certainly agree that it is in the best interest of our national security for DHS to intensely screen
applicants for asylum, we believe that the Department should revisit its decision to appeal
Sonam’s case. Sonam’s claim to asylum has been found credible by a trained and objective court
of jurisdiction that heard a full presentation of evidence.by both the government and the
claimant. Based on the information available to us, an appeal of Sonam’s case does not seem the
best use of the limited resources available to your agency to protect our borders from genuine
threats. "~ - . . . : .

" The decision by DHS to release Sonam on parole indicates that your agency has
recognized that she represents no threat to the United States. In light of this finding, we strongly
urge DHS also to withdraw its appeal of Sonam's case and allow her to resettle in the United

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



States as an asylee on the basis of the judicial finding that she faces a credible threat of
persecution in her homeland.

We look forward to your timely response.

Sincerely,

%}:{ORAN CHRISTOPHER P. SMITH

Al Clommts  Cyfpg N NS

NEIL ABERCROMBIE STEVEN ROTHMAN
"I Laniis
M M I w‘ . . K
TOM LANTOS ENNIS KU CH

MARK UDALL OD BROWN

BARNEY E%% w.
R o DLl
ROSA DELAWRO TOM UDALL
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R :
March 9, 2005 ey

The Honorable Michael Chertoff
Secretary

Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Chertoff:
Congratulations on your assumption of the office of Secretary.

_ The existing system for doling out homeland security funding is broken.
Funding should be allocated on the basis of threat — and threat alone.

First, the existing “State Homeland Security Grant Program” does not factor
threat into its allocations at all. As a result, New York only got 5% of the funding
available - despite being the top national target. At a minimum, the funding not allocated
on the basis of a guarantee to each state should be allocated on the basis of threat.

Second, the “Urban Area Security Initiative,” meant to provide high threat, high
density cities with funding, has been inconsistent at best. While we received more
funding last year, we received a pittance of what we should have received the year
before, and we have no reassurance that your department will not devise a formula that
short-changes New York again.

We look forward to working with you to fix the homeland security funding
system.

Sincerely, .

ANT D. WEINER
Member of Congress
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Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs

MAR 3 1 2005 U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Homeland
Security

The Honorable Anthony Weiner
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-3209

Dear Representative Weiner:

On behalf of Secretary Chertoff, thank you for your letter regarding the allocation of
homeland security funding.

The Department of Homeland Security’s Office of State and Local Government
Coordination and Preparedness (SLGCP) is the Federal Government’s lead agency
responsible for preparing the nation against terrorism by assisting states, local and tribal
jurisdictions, and regional authorities to reduce vulnerabilities against, prevent, respond
to, and recover from terrorist acts, particularly those involving chemical, biological,
radiological, nuclear, and explosive incidents. As part of this mission, SLGCP provides
support to the nation’s emergency prevention and preparedness community through a
number of different grant programs, training and exercise support, and technical
assistance.

In response to your concerns about the current funding formula for homeland security
grants, the President’s Fiscal Year 2005 budget request for the Department recognized
that the USA PATRIOT Act formula should not continue to govern the distribution of
homeland security funds. As such the President’s Fiscal Year 2005 proposal provided
that the Secretary should have the latitude and discretion to make funding determinations
based on a number of factors, including credible threats, presence of critical
infrastructure, vulnerability, population, population density, law enforcement
investigative and enforcement activity, and the existence of formal mutual aid
agreements. However, under the language contained in the Department’s Fiscal Year
2005 Appropriations Act, the Department was required to distribute homeland security
funds in the same manner as in past years, that is, based on the USA PATRIOT Act
formula and a proportional population distribution.

Furthermore, the Fiscal Year 2006 Presidential Budget request removes the USA
PARTIOT Act minimum formula, .75 percent minimum for states and .25 percent
minimum for territories, and replaces it with a system that awards funding based on a
relative evaluation of risk, need, and applications, where each state or territory will
receive no less than .25 percent of the total funds. In the consideration of need, the
Department will undertake an assessment with the states and territories to identify their
capabilities and gaps consistent with the capabilities and tasks identified under the
Homeland Security Presidential Directive 8 (HSPD-8). These capabilities and tasks are
currently being finalized by DHS, and should be completed in the next several months.



Terrorism and the threat of terrorist acts are not static, as is the current formula included
in the USA PATRIOT Act. Instead, threats, risks, and vulnerabilities are fluid and can
change based on a number of factors. We agree that the Department of Homeland
Security should not be constrained by a formula and distribution method that does not
change to meet current and future security needs. As you know, each state has submitted
an updated homeland security strategy as a requirement of receiving and distributing
Fiscal Year 2005 SLGCP funds. Additionally, SLGCP will expand the focus of the
current Inter-Departmental Urban Area Working group (UAWG) to closely examine
state-level factors before finalizing the list of risk factors that will be considered when
making final funding decisions on the State Homeland Security Grant Program (SHSGP)
funds. It is the Department’s expectation that these strategies, and periodically updated
strategies, will provide invaluable information to determine appropriate funding levels for
all states — large and small, urban and rural.

As you know, the Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI) is a primary source of funding
through the HSGP. UASI is specifically designed to address the unique planning,
equipment, training and exercise needs of high-threat, high-density urban areas, and to
assist them in building an enhanced and sustainable capacity to prevent, respond to, and
recover from threats or acts of terrorism. The state of New York was awarded
$221,082,907 under the FY 2005 UASI program. This was the largest such award to any
state in the Nation and the Department believes this funding is sufficient to address the
homeland security needs of New York’s urban areas.

Additionally, the President’s Fiscal Year 2006 budget request would distribute UASI
funds based solely on an evaluation of risk and needs. In making UASI award
determinations, the Department will consider a number of risk factors, including threat,
presence of critical infrastructure, vulnerability, population, population density, law
enforcement investigative and enforcement activity, and the existence of formal mutual
aid agreements.

These methods for the distribution of homeland security funds underscores the
Department’s belief that scarce homeland security funds should be targeted to those areas
that have the greatest need.

I appreciate your interest in the Department of Homeland Security, and I look forward to
working with you on future homeland security issues. If I may be of further assistance,
please contact the Office of Legislative Affairs at (202) 205-4412.

Sincerely,

Do

Pamela J. Turner
Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs
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WRashington, BE 20515
June 27, 2005

The Honorable Michael Chertoff
Secretary

Department of Homeland Security
3801 Nebraska Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Chertoff:

We are wnling to ask for your intervention in the case of

(D) (6)  PREAN children Thefamily 18 secking political asylum in the
United States based on past persecution they have suffered and a fear that their lives will be in
danger if they are returned to Northemn Ireland.

Following the signing of the Good Friday Agreement, which ended the conflict in
Northern Ireland and which the United States helped negotiatc, the U.S. govermment suspended
deportation proceedings for nine Irish nationals charged with offenses in Northern Ireland arising

fth nﬂ l. B IESDeCIn
(5 (6)(5) (6)(b) (8)(b) (O)t) (6)B) (&

request that you suspend deportation proceedings for

During the 19805, served time in prison for offenses arising out of this
conflict in Northemn Ireland. When [QIGIDIG) was released from prison, loyalist
paramilitaries fired 26 shots into his family’s home, barely missing his children and mother-in-
law. Subsequently, [(QIQIQICIand his family fled Belfast in 1988 after this attempt on their
lives. If they are deported from the United States, the [QECHIN family is likely to face the
same dangers in Northern Ireland that they escaped from years ago. Finally,[DIGIQIONE -4
his family are clearly neither 4 threat to the United States nor its citizens. Indeed he has been a
strong proponent of the Irish Peace Process which is in accordance with the policies of the Bush
and Clinton Administrations.

We urge you to take quick action to suspend the deportation proceedings against the
(b) (6) family. Thank you for your attention to this matter, and wc look forward to your
prompt responsc.

Sincerely,

\

—

/46“-1
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10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

[#005/008

MEMBER SIGNATURES FOR LETTER TO
SECRETARY CHERTOFF REQUESTING THE
SUSPENSION OF DEPORTATION

6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6
) )gbg %gi%b (6)(b) (6)(b) (6

6)
6)
6)

Rep. Steven Rothman
Rep. Peter King

Rep. Christopher Smith
Rep. Eliot Engel

Rep. Donald Payne
Rep. James Walsh
Rep. Joseph Crowley
Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr.
Rep. James McGovern
Rep. Brian Higgins
Rep. Steve Israel

Rep. Patrick Kennedy
Rep. Michael Doyle
Rep. John Tiemney
Rep. Anthony Weiner
Rep. Scott Garrett
Rep. Michael Capuano
Rep. Dennis Kucinich

Rep. Carolyn McCarthy
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20.
21
22,
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40,

41,

Rep. Tim Murphy
Rep. Gary Ackerman
Rep. Bamey Frank
Rep. Carolyn Maloney
Rep. John McHugh
Rep. Nita Lowey

Rep. Charles Rangel
Rep. Tim Holden

Rep. Maurice Hinchey
Rep. William Delahunt
Rep. Rosa DeLauro
Rep. Edolphus Towns
Rep. Nydia Velazquez
Rep. Robert Andrews
Rep. Robert Menendez
Rep. Michael McNulty
Rep. Richard Neal
Rep. Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Rep. Jim Moran

Rep. Rush Holt

Rep. Marty Meehan

Rep. Jim McDemott
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May 10,2005 : . Wazn Yooy M V180
' . N A ERE
Hon, Michas! Chertoff
Secretary of Homeland Security
U.8. Deparment of Hometand Security
vashington, DC 20528 o

Daar Secretary Chertoft.

(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (

' WIth regara (o meir reqiiest o exercise
prasscutarisl discretion and terminate proceecings aganst them.

As you will note from the enclased.documents, the [QEQEE orothers are placed in
removal proceedings and are facing deportation after complying with Special Registration.
On April 15, 2005, through their attarney, they asked Immigration and Customs Enforcemart
(ICE) to exercise prasecutorial discretion ana lerminate proceetiings agsinst them.

All threa brothers came to the United States on visitor visas with their parents ymen
ISR as 11 2nd his wins brothers [RICIQIGIDIGIOIEY == 9. As chilarer *né
(OIGEE brothers had na undarstanding of thair immigrabon status. Today is 2 law
student at Fordham University: is @ masters student at Columbia University, and

is laking graduate sconomic classas at Quesns Cellage. They are a¥ ouistanding

and hard-warking students who are aiso aclive menbars of their sommunities,
Unfortunately, they are now about to be departad to Moroceo, & country they barely know.,
while their parents remain in ths US, ‘

Please raview this case and terminate these procesdings, consistent with all relevant
rules anda procedures, sa that the fghts of my constituents are fully protacted.

Thank you in advance for your prém‘pt attention and reply 16 this maltar.

o '_,,;f'ﬁ”“”"

JANTHONY D). WEINER
o Mg ber of Congress

e

- ADW:ky

. ec: Michael Garcia, Assistant Secretary, ICE
v John Clark, Reputy Assistant Secretary, ICE

william Howard, Chief Counsal to the Assisiant Sacretary or ICE
Shelly Man, Chief of Staff, ICE ' ‘

Karyn Lang, Director, Office of Congressionai Relations, {CE
Brian Meyars, Chiaf Counsel New York District of (CE

Enclostircs '
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B0-16 Aocrasay BEALH BOULEVARD
Rerceaway, NY 11823
November 3, 2006 e bl
Michael Chertoft
Secretary

1J.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C, 20528

Dear Secretary ChertofT:

| am writing regarding the N-400 case (b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6) PR
bureaucratic brick wall this case seems 1o have hit. While I agree that each case should be
properly and thoroughly investigated to ensure our national security, it is clear that this case is
not progressing and I urge you to make a determination, one way or the other, as soon as
possible.

It has now been over four years smr.e ©)b) (©) was interviewed and over two years
since the FBI check has been completed (see enclosed docwments), this case has remained
unresolved and inertia seems 1o have set in.

While 1 have been pleased to read of the efforts and progress made in eliminating the
backlog I find it hard to believe that case can sit unresolved for years on end and I don'l believe

that (QAQICXCN should have to file a lawsuit to get a response.

Please take all necessary steps to thoroughly investigate this matter and notify me of your
results so that | may inform my constituent. Kindly reply 1o my district office located at 80-02
Kew Gardens Road, Suite 5000, Kew Gardens, NY 11415,

1 thank you in'advance for your prompt attention and reply to this mater.
- Y
'ﬁemlﬂ
T sy

NTHONY D. WEINER
ember of Congress

ADW:bs
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‘ The Honorable M1chael Chertoff o o - The Honorable Rob Portman

Secretary e - Director
Department of Homeland Securrty : - Office of Management and Budget

Washington, DC 20528 o . ‘Washington, DC 20503
Dear Mr. Secretary and D1rector Portman j |

oo As you continue to prepare the FY 2008 budget request for the Department of Homeland
QSecurity, we respectfully request a higher allotment for the High Threat, High Density Urban
Area Security Initiative (UASI) than previous years. This program is critical to protecting our
nation’s high threat areas and we must ensure sufficient funding is provrded to communities
already 1nvestmg much of thelr own resources to combat terrorism. :

Smce the creatron of thrs program the fundmg levels to our hlghest threat areas have
continually fluctuated. This is extremely dangerous for our national security. It is imperative

- this progtam have substantially more funds available than other grant programs not allocated by

risk. The House acted this Congress to reform the homeland security grant program by passing
HR. 1544, the Faster and Smarter Funding for First Responders Act of 2005 by an
“overwhelming maJ ority of 409 to 10 however the Senate chose not to talce action on this b111

As the House contmues to Work with the Senate to pass a bill that that overhauls the
‘homeland security. grant program to implement more comprehensive risk-based funding, we
strongly encourage the Administration to request at least $900 million for the Urban Area
Security Initiative which will dernt’)nstrate’ the AdminiStration’s strong‘ support for this program.

In addition, we were pleased the President’s FY 2007 budget request proposed changmg
the state and territory guaranteed minimum funding level to 0.25% from 0.75% of the fotal
- amount for the homeland security grant program. - This percentage change effectively endorses a
~needed adjustment in the homeland security grant allocation process and implements one of the
~ principle recommendations of the 9/11 Commission. We support th1s change and respectfully
" request this change in policy remaln in the FY 2008 request. : ,

Thank you for your cons1derat1on of this important request We look forward to working
with you to protect America s 01t1es from terrorism. o

Sincerely, |

* " PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Qtongress of the Tnited States
TWashington, BE 20515

The Honorable Tom Ridge

Secretary _

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

May 18, 2004
Dear Secretary Ridge,

We are writing regarding the recent experience of New York City’s public broadcaster,
Channel Thirteen”/WNET New York, in dealing with the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

Thirteen’s transmitters (both analog primary and backup transmitters and the station’s
new digital transmitter, together with ancillary broadcast equipment) were located in the North
Tower of the World Trade Center. All was lost on 9/11.

In late 2001, Thirteen submitted an application for disaster relief assistance from FEMA.
While the station does carry insurance coverage, they were encouraged by FEMA to apply. It
was understood that the emergency assistance they would get was not equipment replacement,
but for other costs associated with their losses on 9/11 to the extent that were not otherwise
reimbursed by their insurance. When Thirteen was initially denied assistance on the grounds that
it was not an eligible not-for-profit, FEMA staff encouraged the station to appeal that decision.

Thirteen’s was notified, after an appeal, in July 2002 that the station was eligible for
FEMA assistance. Thirteen then worked with a FEMA field team to determine that $900,000 of
their costs associated with their 9/11 losses and recovery efforts were FEMA-eligible for
reimbursement. The station was also told that no final determination could be made by FEMA
on any actual reimbursement until the station’s insurance claim could be settled.

It is our understanding that in June 2003, Thirteen staff met with FEMA representatives
because FEMA wanted to “close out” Thirteen’s claim with FEMA. During this meeting,
Thirteen was asked to sign a P-4 document that capped any recovery from FEMA at $500,000. It
was explained to Thirteen that the signed P-4 would be turned over to the New York State
Emergency Management Office (SEMO) who would then assume primary responsibility for the
claim and that it was unlikely there would be any funds left without additional Congressional
appropriations if Thirteen did not sign the P-4.

Additionally, it was explained to Thirteen that the FEMA’s reimbursement formula
would only pay a pro-rata portion of their claims. FEMA would look at their total loss, subtract

Page 1
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the portion covered by insurance and then calculate the percentage not covered by insurance.
FEMA would than apply that percentage against Thirteen’s FEMA-eligible losses so the most
Thirteen could expect was some partial reimbursement. For example, if FEMA-eligible costs
were $1 million and Thirteen’s total losses were 90% covered by insurance, then FEMA
reimbursement could be no more than 10% of $1 million, or $100,000.

At this meeting, Thirteen asked to receive the proposal in writing and for a copy of the P-
4 that FEMA wanted Thirteen to sign. It is our understanding that FEMA representatives

declined this request and there has been no further communication between Thirteen and FEMA
regarding this claim.

FEMA'’s apparent insistence on waiting until the insurance claim is completely settled
before FEMA can process their claim and FEMA’s plan to reimburse Thirteen’s FEMA-eligible
expenses on a pro-rata basis raises several concerns about the way Thirteen has been treated by
FEMA and whether they will ever receive reimbursement for their losses that FEMA has deemed
~eligible.

After meeting with representatives of Thirteen, Congresswoman Maloney’s office asked
the Congressional Research Service (CRS) to write a memo regarding the issues Thirteen has
raised. (Enclosed please find a copy of this memo.) On the issue regarding whether or not
Thirteen can receive any aid until they have settled with their insurance company, the CRS memo
recognizes FEMA’s requirement to ensure aid is not duplicated, the memo also notes the
availability of a “special rule” that authorizes federal assistance to be provided if the victim of
the disaster has not yet received insurance payments. The memo includes excerpts from a Senate
report that accompanied the legislation that created the “special rule.” The Senate report seems
to indicate that FEMA has the authority to make payment to Thirteen before their insurance
claim is settled. The excerpt reads as follows:

It appears that insurance companies are not paying claims in a timely manner, or that
applicants are not filing for claims for items which should have been covered. The new
feature...gives FEMA and other disaster assistance agencies and organizations a strong
new mandate to provide disaster assistance when insurance proceeds to which a person is
entitled have been considered and the need for supplemental assistance remains.

On the issue of how FEMA plans to pay for the eligible expenses in a pro-rata formula, the
memo states the following:

“...the reduction of FEMA-eligible losses covered by insurance by reference to a “pro
rata” calculation, is not addressed in the Stafford Act nor in the implementing regulations.
We are unaware of the precedents concerning use of this method to calculate FEMA
assistance. The only source of information on such precedents would be FEMA itself.”
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Mr Secretary we ask you to have the appropriate official evaluate these concerns and
answer the following questions:

1. Why, despite the "special rule" available, does FEMA insist on not paying the FEMA-
eligible until an insurance claim is complete?

2. What amount of time, if any, would constitute FEMA using the "special rule"?

3. What is the legislative basis for “closing out” an open FEMA case and is in doing so,
asking the claimant to accept a cap on their claim?

4. Why has FEMA proposed to reimburse Thirteen in a pro-rata formula when, to the best
of our knowledge, there is no precedent to such a formula in the Stafford Act nor its
implementing regulations?

Your quick response to this letter and the questions are appreciated. Please do not
hesitate to contact our offices if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
CAROLY}Y B. MALONE VITO FOSSELLA
Member of Congress Member of Congress
SE E. SE o HARLES B!. éGEL %Z-’
ember of Congress Member of Congress
ETER T. KING
Member of Congress

CAROLYN McCARTHY
Member of Congress
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L. ACKERMAN RROLD NADLER

Mémber of Congress Member of Congress
p [/
IOT L. ERG
Member of Congress Member of Congress
ST IS NITA M. LOWEY
Member of Congress . Member of Congress

/’

- . '
7
TIMO, H. or ONY D. WEINER
MembPBér of Congress - Member of Congress
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ANTHONY D. WEINER 1122 Lonawonti Houss Orrce Buomna
97H DsTRicT, New Yok Wasmnaron, DC 20515
(202) 226-0816
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY :
M o @ungress of the Hnited States S
Kew 1418
i House of Representatines i 830001
DEMOGRATIC WHIP . 800 SHEEPSHEAD Bav ROAD
'uhingtnu. Bd 20515—-3208 lmv;mm

90-18 Rockaway BEacH BouLEvAAD
Rocxaway, NY 11883

November 9, 2005 {718) S10-8255

The Honorable Michael Chertoff

Secretary
U.S. Departmeat of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Chertoff:

Two Nazi war criminals are living in Queens. I write to ask you to expedite their
deportation.

(b) (6)(b) (B)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6) have both served as armed guards at the Trawniki
concentration camp in Poland, where 6,000 Jews were slaughtered in November 1943. Both
men immigrated to the United States in 1949 under false pretenses and were granted U.S.
citizenship in 1957.

Both men have been investigated and charged by the Office of Special Investigations at the
Deﬁartmcnt of Justice, yet are using legal maneuvers to delay deportation to their native Ukraine.

was convicted and scheduled to be deported. (QEQIOXCOME denaturalization and
deportation proceedings are ongoing.
has admitted under oath that he was present at Trawniki. In reference to (6) (6)

you tola the New York Daily News while Assistant Attorney General in 2002 that “such persons
have no right to U.S. residence or citizenship.”

Turge you to use the influence of your office to remove any barriers to deporting these
two criminals as soon as the law allows. In addition, please provide my office with an
explanation of the recent delays as soon as possible,

Sincerely,

7 2 “
ANTHONY D. WEINER

Member of Congress
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et AMY R WE'NER

. UTULICTRIE L, W Tuns

COMMITTER ON THE JUDICIARY

enGGY S COERCE @onoress of the United States
DEMOGRATIC WHIP House of Representatives

MWashington, BE 205152208
May 14, 2007

Ms. Sara Taylor

Director

US Citizenship and Immigration Services
20 Massachusetts Avenue

Roam 4008

Washington, D.C. 20509

Dear Ms, Taylor:

] have been contacted by my constituent
(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6) regarding his U-visa [QECUORCHONC)

1122 LonawnRTH HoyAE DFFICE Buioina
WasHINGTDy, D€ 20616

1202} 2255618
—_———
DISTRICT OFFICEE:

B0-02 Kew Ganoens Roan

SuITe GOCo

Kew GaphiEvg, NY 11415

{718} 520-9001

1800 SHEEPSHEAD BAY RoAD
RrookLyN, NY 11235
1718 743-0441

90-18 RockAWny BeArH BouLGuarn
Rackaway, NY 116523
{718 3189255

As you will note from the enclosed documents, GIONCIN ;-5 filed for a U-visa in
October of 2004 and has yet to learn of the status. Please ensure his rights are protected and

provide me with an update.

Please take all necessary steps to thoroughly investigate this matter and notify me of your
results so that I may inform my constituent. Kindly reply to my district office located at 80-02

Kew Gardens Road, Suite 5000, Kew Gardens, NY 11415.

I thank you in advance for your prompt attention and repfy to this matter.

ANTHONY D. WEINER
ember of Congress

ADW: ap
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@Congress of the WUnited Siates

Waghington, DBE 20515
March 21, 2000

The Honorable Michael Chertofl
Secretary

Department of [Tomelund Sceurity
3801 Nebraska Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary ChertofT

We are writing to support the request of the New York State Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (MTA) regarding the SAFETY Act review ot Lockheed Marun’s JESS/CS system,

As part ol a comprehensive plan to upgrade ils clectronic security  operalions
infrastructore. the MTA recently sclected Lockheed Martin Corporation Lo provide, install, and
maintain an integrated clectronic securily and command, contral and communications system.
Fven though this system will greatly enhance the security of our public transportation systems,
the MTA cannot deploy it until the Directorafe of Seience and Technology gualifies itas an anti-
rerrorism technology under the SAFETY Act.

The MTA understands that the Dircctorate is still considering the SAFETY Act
application lor this badly needed system. Tlowever, because New York is such a high-risk
jurisdiction and public transportation sysiems are such 2 preferred Lerrorist target, the MTA is

urging that this application be processed as soon as possible.

We appreciale your allention 1o (his important matter.

Sincerely.

C‘“i’:ﬁ-ﬁ/l( 'C(_;_i’f/ /*SJ

L

Ao -
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ANTHONY D. WEINER

1122 LoNGWORTH House OFFICE BUILDING
9TH DisTRICT, NEW YORK

WasHINGTON, DC 20515

(202) 225-6616
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY -
CONIMITEE GG . ) DISTRICT OFFICES:
ENERGY AND COMMERCE @nngrgﬁﬁ nf thB ]ﬂnttgh %tatgﬁ 80-02 KEVJISEA:ODOE;S RoAD
-~ o, . Kew GARDENS, NY 11415
DEMOCRATIC WHIP ﬂnuﬁe uf ﬁgpreﬁentattueﬁ (718) 520-9001
\, s 1800 SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD
¥ Washington, BE 2051532049
(\\ (718) 743-0441
J 90-16 RockAawAY BEACH BOULEVARD
January 21 s 2009 Rockaway, NY 11693
(718) 318-9255

The Honorable Janet Napolitano
Secretary

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Nebraska Avenue Center, NW
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Napolitano:

I congratulate you on your confirmation as Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security. I
would also like to share my thoughts on the priorities for the Department of Homeland Security.

First, I would suggest that outdated formulas that provide guaranteed minimums for each state
should be eliminated. Instead, I would suggest that funding should be determined by the level of threat

facing a state. Giving every state homeland security funds, whether they need them or not, leads to
unnecessary spending.

Second, the best tool for localities to prevent terrorism is the same one that prevents other crimes —
a well-trained cop. Funding for cops on the ground would not only prepare us for any emergency, but
provides the added benefit of giving communities an additional crime-fighting presence.

Third, I suggest that we implement greater transparency in homeland security funding. While it is
understandable to not disclose specific tactics, targets, or strategies our communities deploy to keep
citizens safe, Congress and the American people deserve true oversight of homeland security spending. I
plan on reintroducing legislation, the Homeland Security Transparency Act, to require grant recipients to
submit quarterly reports describing the how they are spending homeland security funding.

Lastly, I would recommend that you move to limit the number of cities within the Urban Area
Security Initiative (UASI). In 2003, only seven urban areas were eligible for this program. Today that
number has ballooned to 60 urban areas, spreading our resources too thinly. I plan on reintroducing

legislation, the Targeting Homeland Security Resources Effectively Against Terrorism Act, to limit
UASI funding to 15 urban areas.

L
[ e
Again, I congratulate you on your new position and look forward to working with you in §8ur
efforts to protect our nation. |
w
!
< w
-
}.«./—f cf?
ANTHONY D. WEINER -

Member of Congress



U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20472

FEB 2 6 2009

w&a FEMA
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The Honorable Anthony D. Weiner

U.S. touse of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Weiner:

‘Thank you for your letter, dated January 21, 2009, in which you provide feedback on the upcoming
priorities set for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).

In regards to your first suggestion about eliminating guaranteed minimums, the authorizing
legislation for the State Homeland Security Program requires minimum allocations for every State.
However, DHS continues to work closely with its Federal, State, and local stakeholders to ensure
that effective and equitable methodologies, based upon current intelligence information and risk
analyses, are in place to benefit the needs of our homeland security partners.

We also share your bcelief that training for law enforcement personnel is an important component of
overall homeland security preparedness; including terrorism prevention. DHS’ grant programs allow
for funds to be spent towards training. Further, DHS offers a wide range of training programs and
services specific to the law enforcement community. The National Preparedness Directorate
oversees the National Training Program which includes direct funding of training developed and
delivered through the National Domestic Preparedness Consortium, Rural Domestic Preparedness
Consortium, Competitive Training Grants Program, and the Continuing Training Grants, as well as
training programs offered through the Emergency Management Institute and the Center for Domestic
Preparedness. The courses offered by these training entities are provided at no cost to first
responders and others in the homeland sccurity community.

Additionally, we agree that transparency relative to how funds are disseminated is essential.
Grantees are currently required to submit quarterly, financial status reports relative to the funds they
have spent over the previous three months. Grantees are also required to submit biannual reports
relative to the progress they have made against the various grant programs, in which they were
awarded funding, using the Grants Reporting Tool (GRT). The GRT is a Web based, reporting
system designed to capture all grant data from planned obligations, twice vearly expenditure
updates, and final funding amounts during close-out reporting periods. Grant data reports are
available at both the national and State / territory level, and can range in detail from high-level grant
tunding to more specific solution area and discipline allocation reports.

Furthermore, the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Grant Programs Directorate
(GPD) recently launched the Cost-to-Capability Initiative (C2C). The first objective of the C2
Initiative is to develop the tools needed by GPD and grantees to manage performance across a
diverse portfolio of preparedness-related grant programs. The second objective of this initiative is to
better demonstrate the historical and future effectiveness of GPD’s preparedness grant and



The Honorable Anthony D. Weiner
Page Two

cooperative agreement programs in building State and local all-hazards capabilities outlined in the
Target Capabilities List.

Lastly, [ appreciate your recommendation to limit the number of Urban Areas eligible for Urban
Areas Security Initiative (UASI) funding. The number of eligible Urban Areas is sclected in
accordance with information gathered from the risk methodologies currently employed by DHS. We
look forward to working with you and other members of Congress to ensure that the UASI grant
tunds are allocated in the most effective way possible.

Thank you again for your correspondence. If you have any further questions or concerns, pleasc
have a member of your staff contact FEMA’s Legislative Affairs Division at (202) 646-4500.

Sincerely,

W. Ross Ashley, 11
Assistant Administrator
Grant Programs Directorate



ANTHONY D. WEINER
97H DisTmicT, New Yorx

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
as— Gongress of the Vnited States
Houge of Representatives
DEMOCRATIC WHIP
Maslington, B 205153209
March 8, 2005

The Honorable Michael Chertoff

Secretary

Department of Homeland Security

Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Chertoff:

Congratulations on your assumption of the office of Secretary.

L0{3¢|

1122 LongwoRrTH House OfACE BuiDING
WasHingTON, DC 20515
(202} 225-8618

DISTRICT OFFICES:
80-02 Kew GARDENS ROAD
Suire 5000
KEw GARDENS, NY 11415
(718} 520~9001

1800 SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD
BrooKLYN, NY 11236
{718) 743-0441

90-16 ROCKAWAY BEACH BOULEVARD
Rocxaway, NY 11893
{218} 318-9285

MAR22'85 RCVD

The existing system for doling out homeland security funding is broken. Funding

should be allocated on the basis of threat — and threat alone.

First, the existing “State Homeland Security Grant Program” does not factor threat
into its allocations at all. As a result, New York only got 5% of the funding available —
despite being the top national target. At a minimum, the funding not allocated on the basis of

a guarantee to each state should be allocated on the basis of threat.

Second, the “Urban Area Security Initiative,” meant to provide high threat, high
density cities with funding, has been inconsistent at best. While we received more funding
last year, we received a pittance of what we should have received the year before, and we
have no reassurance that your department will not devise a formula that short-changes New

York again.

We look forward to working with you to fix the homeland security funding system.

ANTHONY D. WEINER
Member of Congress



Office of Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Homeland
Security

AUG 1 7 2005

The Honorable Anthony D. Weiner
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Weiner:

This report is submitted pursuant to Section 2 of the Data Management Improvement Act
of 2000 (PL 106-215) and Section 205 of the Visa Waiver Permanent Program Act

(PL 106-396).

I appreciate your interest in the Department of Homeland Security, and I look forward to
working with you on future homeland security issues. If I may be of further assistance,

please contact the Office of Legislative Affairs at (202) 205-4412.

Sincerely,

Pome Jumu

Pamela J. Turner
Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs

www.dhs.gov



Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Homeland Security

NOV 8 0 2005 Washington, DC 20528 »

Homeland
Security

The Honorable Anthony D. Weiner
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Weiner:

On behalf of Secretary Chertoff, thank you for your letter of November 17, 2005,
regarding the submission of the vulnerability assessment of waters under the jurisdiction
of the United States that are adjacent to nuclear facilities that may be damaged by a
transportation security incident.

The Department of Homeland Security is undertaking the vulnerability assessment as part
of the Comprehensive Review process—a multi-agency, coordinated approach that will
minimize the impact on the facilities and significantly generate an informed and
actionable integrated security measures document. At this time, the Department
anticipates completing the process for all nuclear facilities by July 2007 and submitting
the final report 60 days thereafter.

The Department has informed the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate of the delay. With the concurrence of the Committees, the Department will
submit an interim report that is currently being prepared for transmittal.

I appreciate your interest in the Department of Homeland Security, and I look forward to
working with you on this and other homeland security issues. If I may be of further
assistance, please contact the Office of Legislative Affairs at (202) 205-4412.

Sincerely,

Fo
L — e A Aty e

Pamela J. Turner
Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs
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Representative Anthony D. Weiner
1122 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: 202-225-6616
Fax: 202-226-7253

To: S("( i ( ér(/ M‘F

(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)
(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)

Fax:

From: /va/fs We . rer ¢ e erimod &

Date: 8/2 Joc =
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All information in this fax transmission should be considered private and confidential.
If this transmission is received in error, please call the phone number listed above.
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@ongress of the United States
MWashinpgton, AE 20515

August 2, 2006

The Honorable Michael Chertoff
Secretary

Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Chertoff:

Congress is aware that protecting homeland security is a burden, logistically and
financially, being borne not just by government, but by hundreds of non-profit organizations that
are also potential terror targets. Museums, hospitals, religious institutions, and other
organizations are being forced to spend thousands, if not millions, of dollars protecting
themselves.

Yet months after Congress allocated $25 million to help non-profit organizations install
security measures like cameras and barriers, your department has failed to release the money,
citing no credible threats against nonprofit institutions.

Last week a gunman attacked the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle, wounding five
women and killing one. He justified the attack by saying he was *“angry at Israel,” confirming
that federal assistance is needed now more than ever.

Hours after the shooting in Seattle a synagogue in Queens, New York was firebombed.
While nobody was hurt in this attack, police departments across the country are on high alert and
have increased patrols around Jewish institutions.

Your department has an abysmal record when it comes to distributing funding on the basis
of threat, and as a result, the places most likely to be targeted have been shortchanged.

We urge you to make sure that there are no further delays, and that the grants are
distributed immediately and on the basis of threat — and threat alone.

Sincerely,
L]
ANTHONY D. WEINER
Member of Congress mber of Congress
.MALONEY l 3 NORMAN D. DICKS

ongress Member of Congress

OWARD L. BERMAN
Member of Congress PRINTED ON RECYCLED karEr

yember of Congress
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RICK LARSEN
Member of Congress
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GWCKERMAN
Me of Congress

NITA M. LOWEY
Member of Congress

JERROLD NADLER
Member of Congress

M
BENJAMIN L. CARDIN
Member of Congress

St N Nt

STEVEN R. ROTHMAN
Member of, Congres
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MES P. MCGOVERN

02:17:07 p.m 08-02-2006 3/4

o [ antr=

TOM LANTOS
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

By (Z)

BRIAN BAIRD
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Spoe To D

STEVE ISRAEL
Mcmber of Congress

Tl 'M%:g

MICHAEL R. MCNULTY
Member of Congress

/»}M @@M .
FRANK PALLONE, JR.

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
RUSH D. HOLT

Member of Congress
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August 2, 2006 &=
The Honorable Michael Chertoff f
Secretary « b
Department of Homeland Security = .
Washington, DC 20528 -~ v
£
(@ 4]

Dear Secretary Chertoff:

Congress is aware that protecting homeland security is a burden, logistically and
financially, being borne not just by government, but by hundreds of non-profit organizations that
are also potential terror targets. Museums, hospitals, religious institutions, and other
organizations are being forced to spend thousands, if not millions, of dollars protecting

themselves.

Yet months after Congress allocated $25 million to help non-profit organizations install
security measures like cameras and barriers, your department has failed to release the money,

citing no credible threats against nonprofit institutions.

Last week a gunman attacked the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle, wounding five
women and killing one. He justified the attack by saying he was “angry at Israel,” confirming
that federal assistance is needed now more than ever.

Hours after the shooting in Seattle a synagogue in Queens, New York was firebombed.
While nobody was hurt in this attack, police departments across the country Arg: .on high alert and

have increased patrols around Jewish institutions.

Your department has an abysmal record when it comes to distributing funding on the basis
of threat, and as a result, the places most likely to be targeted have been shortchanged.

We urge you to make sure that there are no further delays, and that the grants are
distributed immediately and on the basis of threat — and threat alone.

Sincerely,
. 3
ANTHONY D WETRRR N MCDERMOTT
Member of Congress “Member of Congress
Wi "w}/z ,/ - ﬁ
.MALONEY l a NORMAN D. DICKS

Member of Congress

Member of Qongress

opnrd S Borman_

/HOWARD L. BERMAN
Member of Congress PRINTED ON RECYCLED RAPER

Kmber of Congre
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RICK LARSEN
Member of Congress

GARY1, ACKERMAN
Me of Congress

NITA M. LOWEY
Member of Congress

A Tlhdbe_

JERROLD NADLER
Member of Congress

M
BENJAMIN L. CARDIN
Member of Congress

St A Noto

STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

Member of, Congres
% Z I /‘zh

MES P. MCGOVERN
ember of Congress

CHARLES B. RAN
Member of Congress

=

TOM LANTOS
Member of Congress

ELIOT L.
Member o

Member of Congress

(B (Zr)

BRIAN BAIRD
Member of Congress

C a/\N'%v‘ N C—C
CAROLYN MECARTHY

Member of Congress

Stoe Zom. O

STEVE ISRAEL
Member of Congress

Iitadl, m%
MICHAEL R. MCNULTY
Member of Congress

FRANK PALLONE, JR.
Member of Congress
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ANTHONY D. WEINER 1122 LonewoRrTH House OFFIcE Buibing
9TH DisTmrr, NEW YORK WnzHINGTON, DC 20515
{202 2258516

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
DISTRICT OFFICES:

encay AND CorMERCE - @ongress of the United States K

Kew GanntNg, NY 11415

DEMOCRATIC WHIP mnuﬁg uf mgprnﬁgntatiugﬁ 1718) 620-3001

1800 SHEEPZHEAD BAy Roan

Washington, BE 205153208 Bnaorwn, NY 11235

(7184 743-0241

90=1F RncxawaY BEACH BOULEVARD

. Aockaway, NY 11653
October 15, 2007 {7181 218-9255

Ms. Sara Taylor

Director

US Citizenship and Immigration Services
20 Massachusetts Avenue

Room 4008

Washington, D.C. 20509

Dear Ms. Taylor:

I have been contacted b regarding (b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6) ST}
Citizenship (Registration No. o

As you will note from the enclosed documents, Egg ég;gg; §2§§E§ &g; date of birth is entered
as June 20, 1985 in her Certificate of Citizenship. However, as you will note from her translated
birth certificate from Russia, her actual date of birth is (QEQIQNCICHCIE Picase ensure her
rights are protected and amend the discrepancy.

Please take all necessary steps to thoroughly investigate this matter and notify me of your
results so that I may inform my constituent. Kindly reply to my district office located at 80-02
Kew Gardens Road, Suite 5000, Kew Gardens, NY 11415,

I thank you in advance for you attention and reply to this matter.

ANTHONY D. WEINER
Member of Congress

ADW: ap
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Dear Secretary Chertoff:
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Sincerely,

e¢mber of Congress

Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Eliot Engel
Member of Congress

gl
M
rifw

Caroly%cCarthy :;

Member of Congress
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Anthony D. Weiner
Member of Congress

Brian Higgins
Member of Congress
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@Congress of the United States
MWashington, BC 20515

November 8, 2004

The Honorable Tom Ridge
Secretary

Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Ridge:

We write to request that you refrain from expanding the list of recipients of Urban Area
Security Initiative funding.

Since the program’s inception, the pool of recipients has grown from seven to thirty, and
last year eighty cities and transit agencies received funding. Expanding the list of recipients
leaves fewer funds for the highest risk municipalities. For example, New York City lost funding
as the pool was enlarged: funding dropped from $150 million in 2003, to $47 million in 2004.
That funding may be further reduced in 2005 if your department decides to add more cities and
transit agencies to the list of eligible UASI recipients.

The 9/11 Commission stated in its report: “Federal homeland security assistance. .
.should supplement state and local resources based on the risks or vulnerability that merit
additional support.” As Chairman Tom Kean said: “What is outrageous is the fact that New
York City gets such a relatively small percentage of the funds allocated when everybody agrees
it would be at another time the No. 1 target.”

Any expansion of UASI will transform the program into the very type of “pork barrel”
spending that the 9/11 Commission reviled.

Sincerely, - .
(— ) /%é Redlts
d \ el ey
ANTHONY D WEINER (" JOSE E. SERRANO JERROLD NADLER
Member of Congress \ Member of Congress Megmber of Congress

n AR o _Cutn Mofor
McDERMOTT GARY'L. ACKERMAN CAROL McCARTHY

ember of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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| Congress of the United States
WWashington, BL 20515

RPR25'25 RCV

April 21, 2005

The Honorable Michael Chertoff
Secretary of Homeland Security

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As members of the New York Congressional delegation, we are writing to request your
immediate attention to a matter of grave importance to the people of New York City. It is our
understanding that the Department of Homeland Security (“DHS”), U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (“ICE”)is on the verge of closing the Queens Detention Center. This facility is located
in Jamaica, New York, within four miles of John F. Kennedy International Airport. As you may
know, this is the gply secure non-criminal detention facility for unauthorized entrants in New York

City.

We have been advised that DHS is now contemplating the closure of this facility due to a
lack of funding. Recognizing the funding crisis currently faced by ICE, the U.S. Senate
Appropriations Committee last week included an additional $115 million for custody management
within the Fiscal Year 2005 Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act for Defense, the Global
War on Terror, and Tsunami Relief (“Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act”). As this
funding legislation comes before the full Senate and is subsequently considered by a Senate-House
of Representatives conference committee, we urge you to delay any decision to close the Queens
Detention Facility.

This facility detains and processes non-criminal foreign nationals who enter our country
illegally. These entrants are housed in this facility until their status can be determined through the
hearing process in the on-site hearing rooms. Entrants are sometimes granted asylum in these
hearings and oftentimes are released to family members. If it is determined that the entrant has
criminal intent, they are transferred to a more secure facility for follow up.

A dramatic example of the importance of this facility to our national security occurred in
1997 when conscientious facility staff discovered bomb-making materials on a detainee who was
later determined to have been involved in the 1993 World Trade Center bombing.

We feel that this much needed and immensely valuable facility should remain open as part
of the overall effort to secure our nation’s points of entry. We seek your personal assistance in
keeping the Queens Detention Facility operational until Congress can provigde the required funding
to ICE through the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act.

PRINTED ON AECYCLED PAPER




Thank you for your continued leadership at DHS. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

C lokio S, Uk Pl Lo~

Senator Charles E. Schumer Senator Hi ary Rodham Clinton

Loy of Aot

ive Carolyn Maloney

Representative Michael McNuity

Cw?,, Me € y Z R e

Edolphus To Representative Anthony D. Weiner
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a7 DiaTRicT, NEw Yore (207) 2266815
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY OISTRICT OFFICES:
COMMITTEE ON GCIENCE 4 an-02 Kew GARDENS ROAD
@Congress of the Hnited States oo
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE . Krw Garprns, NY 11415
Houge of Representatives 0718 520-000
DEMOCRATIC WHIF 180D SHEEPgHEAR BAY ROAD
T — BhookLyn, NY 11235
Wasljington, BE 205153204 coxr NY it
. an-16 Rockaweay Bracy Bow rvarD
: Reckaway, NY 11632
April 16, 2007 ' [733) 218-0235

Ms. Sara Taylor
Director 7
US Citizenship and Immigration Services
20 Massachusetts Avenue
. Room 4008
Washington, D.C. 20509

Dear Ms. Taylor:

I am writing regarding the N-400 case of (b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (B)(P) (6) for which I
have already written a letter dated November 3, 2006 and received a response dated November
22, 2006 (see enclosed).

While 1 appreciate and commend USCIS’s commitment fo protecting our national
security, it has now been over two years since the FBI check has been completed and several
months since your assurances that this case has not “fallen through the cracks™ and no resolution
or updated information has been provided to my office or [QEQIONG)

Plcase take all necessary steps to thoroughly investigate this matter and notify me of your
results 5o that I may inform my constituent. Kindly reply to my district office located at 80-02
Kew Gardens Road, Suite 5000, Kew Gardens, NY 11415,

[ thank you in advance for your prompt attention and reply to this matter.

THONY D. WEINER
fember of Congress

ADW: ap



U, S. Department of Homnelapd Security
Washington, DC 20529

q?)\“'ﬂa,

U.S. Cit hi
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Zmre  Services

S U:;

ép

CO 703.2253
NOV 2 2 2006

The Honorable Anthony D. Weincer
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
80-02 Kcw Gardens Road, Swite 5000
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Dear Representative Weiner:

Tha ou for your letter of November 3, 2006, on behalf of (b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6) '
(b) (6)(b) (6) who has a peading naturalization application that is being held up due to security

check issues.

United States Citizenship and Tmmigration Services (USCIS) is committed to providing
immigration benefits in a timely manner without sacrificing national secugity. While most
background checks for most applications are completed very quickly, a small percentage of cases
will have unresolved background check issues that preclude finther adjudication of the
application. Although we make every effort to resolve these cases, we cannot move forward
until all outstanding questions have been addressed to our satisfaction. Unfortunately, this
process can sometimes take years.

We have requested review of your constituent’s casc and have been assured that the
agency is aware of the case and is motnitoring its progress. We cannot, at this time, speculate on
when the background check will be completed.

We realize that your constituent is frustrated by the slow progress of his case, but USCIS
must balance individual inconvenience against broader issues of national security. We hope that
the recognition that the constituent’s case has not “fallen through the cracks,” lessens somewhat
the anxiety of waiting for reselution,

We hope the information prowded is helpful. If we may be of assistance in the future,
please Jet us know,

 Siucerely,

FOR THE DIRECTOR

Sarah Taylor 'jf_'rm *‘rm
Director g};"j”" A aemth
Office of Congressional Relations i r‘;i NOY S 7 FS

1 Enen

ey e — e
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U. S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20529

U.S. Cltizenshlp
asr; and Immigration
¥ Services

CO 703.2253

MAY 2 4 2007

The Honorable Anthony D, Weiner
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
80-02 Kew Gardens Road, 5000

Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Dear Representative Weiner:

Thank you for your April 16, 2007, letter in follow up to our November 22, 2006,
response on behalf of your constituent, (b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(D) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(D) (6) I
naturalization application is being delayed due to security check issues. We have confirmed that
there are still unresolved security issues with his case and it is not yet ready for decision.

We understand that, ©)b) (6) is frustrated by the progress of his application. Please
convey to him that all security checks must be completed before his application can be
completed. Once all background security 1ssues are resolved, processing on hIS naturalization
case will resume immediately.

We regret that we cannot provide a more favorable response at this time. If we may be of
assistance in the future, please let us know.

Sincerely,

F OR THE DIRECTOR . .

Sarah Taylor &L
Director

Office of Cong‘ressmnal Relations
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ANTHONY D. WEINER 1122 LoNGwanTH Hauwse OFFICE BUILDING
9TH DisTRICT, Nirwr Yone WABHINGTON, DC 20515
(20%) 225 6818

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
DISTRICT QFFICER:

ENERGY ANG COMMERCE @ongress of the Pnited States N
. - . Krw GARDENS, NY 11415
DEMOCRATIC WHIP House of mgprgggntnt(ugﬁ (7181 E20-9001
1800 SHrEPRHEAD BAY ROAD

Washington, BE 20515—3209 anooriom, Y 1235

{718} 7430443
' 80-18 Alockaway BEACH BouLEvARD
September 5, 2007 Rt et

Ms. Sara Tayior

Director

US Citizenship and Immigration Services
20 Massachusetts Avenue

Room 4008

Washington, D.C. 20509

Dear Ms. Taylor:

(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)

ed by my constituent,

regarding her obtained citizenship (QXCUGIGIOIG)

As you will note from the enclosed documents, the Canadian government revoked Ms.
(b) (6) citizenship per her request at her oath ceremony. According to she has never
attended an oath ceremony and such a request was never made with USCIS. Please provide me
with documentation proving thatWeither did or did not renounce her Canadian
Citizenship.

Please take all necessary steps to thoroughly investigate this matter and notify me of your
results so that I may inform my constituent. Kindly reply to my district office located at 80-02
Kew Gardens Road, Suite 5000, Kew Gardens, NY 11415.

I thank you in advance for your prompt attention and reply to this matter.

NTHONY D. WEINER
Member of Congress

ADW: ap
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. /5620
Congress of the nited States RS

Washington, DE 20515

December 13, 2004

The Honorable Colin L. Powell The Honorable Thomas J. Ridge

U.S. Department of State U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Harry S. Truman Building Naval Security Station

2201 C Street, N.W. Nebraska and Massachusetts Avenues
Washington, D.C. 20520 Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Powell and Secretary Ridge:

We are writing to express our serious concern about recent Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) activities on the Turkish-occupied region of the island of Cyprus. Two
TSA officials visited the airport at Tymbou, in the occupied region, on October 20, 2004, and
reports indicate that the purpose of the trip was to investigate the plausibility of safe flights from
Tymbou. We are concerned that flights into airports in the occupied region may be in violation
of international law. Furthermore, these actions appear to signal a shift in United States policy
towards Cyprus. We, therefore, request a detailed explanation for TSA’s activities in Turkish-
controlled Cyprus and reassurances that the United States will not condone any flights into that
area. ' ‘ ‘ ' :

As you are aware, Turkish troops invaded Cyprus in 1974 and occupied the northern third
of the island. The United Nations Security Council passed two resolutions, Resolution 541
(1983) and Resolution 550 (1984), which condemned the secessionist activities of the occupied
areas and called on all nations to not recognize the “Turkish Republic:of Northern Cyprus”
(TRNC). The United States, and every country in the world other than Turkey, recognizes the
Republic of Cyprus as the only legitimate and sovereign authority on the island. United States
policy is clearly expressed in 22 USC 2373 (@)(2) as calling for “the withdrawal of Turkish
military forces for Cyprus.” Any steps that legitimize the TRNC are therefore in contravention of
United Nations Security Council resolutions and United States law.

According to international law, the airspace above the occupied a:ca is still the sovereign
airspace of the Republic of Cyprus. The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), the
member organization of the United Nations that sets international air travel norms and
regulations, recognizes that flights into a country should only occur without the consent of the
government with sovereignty over the target airports. Flights into TRNC airports would,
therefore, be inconsistent with the international aviation standards put forth by the ICAO. - ‘

~ Given these policies and international standards, we are puzzled as to why the TSA
seems to be taking steps to promote flights into the airports in the occupied areas. Furthermore,

the TSA officials were accompanied by members of a “government” that the United States does
not recognize, and the visit took place without the consent of the Republic of Cyprus. Both of
these actions are extremely troubling, as they imply a de facto recognition of the TNCR that is a
direct contradiction of the stated policy of the United States, and is detrimental to our goal of a

unified Cyprus.

e
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Secretaries Powell and Ridge
December 9, 2004
Page 2

Given TSA’s extremely important job of protecting Americans at domestic airports, we
are concerned about the diversion of limited resources to this assignment, partlcularly when we
are aware of no passenger or cargo airline in the United States interested in flying into these

airports.

We request an explanation of the purpose of the TSA visit, as well as a reaffirmation of

the United States’ existing policy towards Cyprus.

@Mzm//

ROBERT MENENDEZ
Member of Congress

fzm@

MICHAEL LIRAKI
Member of Congress

Mk P,

FRANK PALLONE, JR.
Member of Congress

*

“DUKE” CUNNINGHA
Member of Congress

ANt € ol —

ROBERT E. ANDREWS
Member of Congress

ALART
ember of ongress

( mé:%%-ﬁw. _—

B M/QLONEY
Member of Congress

YA

fL-E’ANA ROS-LEHTINEN '
Member of Congress

\Nm%

Member 0

LINCOLN ﬂguﬂ'id/

Member of Congress



Secretaries Powell and Ridge
December 9, 2004
Page 3

i, 1 Pl

MARTIN T. MEEHAN
Member of Congress

ANTHONY D. WEINER
Member of Congress

ARA LEE
Member of Congress

THADDEUS G. McCOTTER
Member of Congress

CAROLYN%CCARTHY ;‘

Member of Congress

- Ve

AMES P. McGOVERN
ember of Congress

DIANE E. WATSON
Member of Congress

s

CHRIS VAN HOLLEN
Member of Congress
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ANTHONY D. WEINER 1122 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515
f York )
9n DistricT, New (202) 226-6616

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
DISTRICT OFFICES:

COMMITIEE ON SCIENCE @Tongress of the Anited States 0-02 Ko Gamees Roso

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

AND INFRASTRUCTURE }Inun nf mnan ta t i u!! Kew ”G:;t;::so_:; :1415
DEMOCRATIC WHIP - 1800 SneePsHEAD BAY RoAD
Wuahington, BE 205153209 Brooxu NY 11235
90-16 RockawAY BEacH BOULEVARD
April 13, 2005 e s BIAR21'85 RCVL
Michael Chertoff
Secretary
Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528
Dear Secretary Chertoff:

I am honored to take this opportunity to write in support of Bayside Volunteer
Ambulance Corps’ application for the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program.

Bayside Volunteer Ambulance Corp provides an invaluable asset to the local
community and New York City as a whole. On September 11", 2001, Bayside provided
critical support in transporting injured victims and personnel away from Ground Zero to
local hospitals. The entirety of this work was done blindly as BVAC’s communication
systems’ were not properly equipped to handle such a mass effort. Despite this dedicated
service to the city and with an increase in call volume each year, BVAC’s donations have
been in decline for the past few years.

Considering the challenges that New York has endured and will possibly face in
the future and that this is the first year the EMS organizations qualify for this grant, I am
requesting that this application be given your fullest consideration. In order to
successfully serve the community of Bayside and New York City, it is critical that
Bayside Volunteer Ambulance Corps receive the funds necessary to update its
communication systems and operation center.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention and reply to this very important
matter.

ONY D. WEINER
Member of Congress

ADW:fs



Fax Transmissioni From The COmmullnity Office
Of Representative-Anthony D. Weiner

- 50-02 Kew Gardens Road, 5000
~ Kew Gardens, NY 11415
- Phone: 718-520-9001 -

Fax: 718-520-9010

) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b
) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b

Total Pages (Including Cover Sheet)l’

All information contained in this fax transmission should be considered private and cenfidential.
f{ this Transmission is received in error, please call the phone number listed above,



ANTHONY D. WEINER . 1122 LoNGWORTH HOUBE OFMCR BUILDING
9TH DisrricT, NEW YO, WasingTON, DC 20615 -
1202 2256818

COMOMITTEE OM THE JUDICIARY —_—
MSTRICT OFACER:

oo Congress of the Muited States  EiEe

AND INFRASTRUCTLIRE KEw GARDENS, NY 11415

House of Representatives 1) 20000t
BEMOCRATIC WHIP 1800 SHEEPBHEAD Bav Anan
maﬁl]ingtnn, BE 20515—3208 Brokwyn, Y 11235
718} 730451
a0-16 RockawAy BFAcH BOULEVARD
January 30, 2007 Rockaway, NY 11633

(718) 31B~0255

Dr. Emilio T. Gonzalez, Ph.D.

Director

United States Citizenship and Imrmgratlon Services
Department of Homeland Security

‘Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Director Gonzalez:

- R (b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6) . |
1 am writing regarding and his quest to secure legal permanent
resident status in this country. [t is my understanding that Won‘gin&lly received a J-1

visa and ¢urrently holds an O—1 visa.

(b) (B)(0) (6) /N—_ B A tespect and admiration of many in the financial industry due to
hxs extraordinary ability, his business acumen, and his expertise in the field of finance (see
enclosed documents). He has worked for Goldman Sachs, J.P. Morgan and is cuzrently at
Citigroup where he has helped them raise tens of billions in debt financing. ,

It is my understanding that the required two year period abroad during the application
process would adversely affect not only w and his family, but the many customers and
partners of Citigroup.

Please take all necessary steps to thoroughly investigate this matter and notify me of your
results. Kindly reply to my district office located at 80-02 Kew Gatrdens Road, Suite 5000, Kew
Gardens, NY 11415, |

I thank you in advance for your promipt attention and reply to this important matter.

ANTHONY D. WEINER
Member of Congyess

ADW:bs
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