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Phone:2.02/994-7000 
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Re: Request. under the FOIA, in reply refer to Archive# 20070463DHS009 

Doar : 

Pursuant to the Freedom oflnfonnation Act (FOIA), I hereby reque&t copies of the following: 

All doc"1Ulltl-lnclwllng but "°' limited to briefing JHIPUI, optWrt l"'J"U$• aNI positiolt 
~ill wltol• or ill p'1rl to tlac ~ fOI' two ,,. .. ting. to ,..,..;.w CUba ~ 
p"'1v tAat took ploce ~ ~ 2006 flNl February 15, 2007. 

If you regard any of these documents as potcotially exempt from the FOIA's disclosure requircm:nts, I 
request that you 1'lODdhc1ess exercise your discTction to disclose them. As the FOIA requires, please 
rcleuc all rwooably segregable non exempt portions of documents. To permit me to reach an intclliecnt 
and informed decision whether or not to file an administrative appeal of any denied mat.erial, please 
dcacn'be any withheld~ (or portions thereof) and explain the basis for your exemption claims. 

AJ you know, the Nati.OD&! Security Archive qualifies for a waiver of search and mriew fees as a 
representative of the new. media. This ~uest is made as part of a scholarly and news research project 
and not for commcrQial use. For detail! on the A.tchi:ve's research and publication activities, please see 
our Web site at the addreas above. Please notify me before incurrina any photocopying costs over SlOO. 

To expedite the release of the reque.rted documents, please disclose them on 111\ interim basis as they 
become available to you, without waiting until all the documents have been processed. If you have any 
questions reprdi.ni the identity of the records, their location, the scope of the request or any other 
matters, pleue oan me at (202) 994-7000 or email me at foi1Ul'la11@pu.edu. I tool< forward to recci'Ying 
your response within the twenty day statutory time period. 

An fndlp9idlllf non-pwntnl!UI research~ llld •brary 1oeMed at IN GeotQt Wll$hlnornn l.WllYetstv, tile ArcNve CdledS 
and plllllllW dldlalflld docurnllU abtllned through t119 A'Mdom ~ lnforml!IDn NL PWIQClon ~ 111<1 tlJll deOllcttble 

mnlrlbullonl ~ Tiie Nldorllll Seady NrJllve "'""· Irie. und11Wr1tl ltlt NOit.fl !kJClget. 

fill 002/002 



Mr. Peter Kombluh 
The National Security Archive 
The George Washington University 
Gelman Library, Suite 701 
2130 H. Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

March 7, 2007 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-531/ Kornbluh request 

Dear Mr. Kombluh: 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Homeland 
Security 
Privacy Office DHS-D3 

This acknowledges receipt of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), dated February 28, 2007. You are seeking all 
documents related in whole or in part to the preparations for two meetings to review Cuba 
contingency plans that took place between December 2006 and February 15, 2007. 

Based on the limited information you have provided, we cannot conduct an adequate search. 
§5.3(b) of the DHS regulations, 6 C.F.R. Part 5, require_ that you describe the records you are 
seeking with as much information as possible to ensure that our search of appropriate systems of 
records can find them with a reasonable amount of effort. In addition to the information that you 
provided, this description should include, the type of record you are seeking, the subject matter 
of the record, the date, title or name, author, or recipient, if known, or the DHS component you 
believe created and/or controls the record. If you can provide sufficient additional information 
as described in this paragraph, we will undertake a search for responsive records. 

If you deem our request for further information an adverse determination, you may file an 
appeal. Should you wish to do so, you must send your appeal within 60 days of the date of this 
letter to: Associate General Counsel (General Law), U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
Washington, D.C. 20528, following the procedures outlined in Subpart A, Section 5.9, of the 
DHS Regulations. Your envelope and letter should be marked "Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal." The implementing Department regulations establish the criteria under which the FOIA 
is administered. Copies of the FOIA and regulations are available at www.DHS.gov. 

Please provide additional information describing the records you are seeking. If we do not hear 
from you within 60 days from the date of this letter, we will assume you are no longer interested 
in this FOIA request, and the case will be administratively closed. 



If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please refer to DHS/OS/PRIV 07-531/ 
Kornbluh request. The DHS Privacy Office can be reached at 571-227-3813. 

Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
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The National Security Archive 
The George Washington Unlvel"$it.y 
Gelman Library, SUit~ 701 
21JO H St.-..t, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

May 15, 2006 

Venia T. Lockett 
:\s~>x iate Director, Departmental Disclosure 
FOlA and Privacy Office 
Department of Homeland Security 
Wa~hingion, DC 20528 

A.~':.? 
~ 

mmRET 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-531/ Kornbloh requett 
Arcltive No. 20070463DBS009 

Dear Ms. Lockett, 

Phone: 202.994.7000 
Fu: 202.994.7005 
nsan:hiv@gwu.edu 

http://www.nsarchive.org 

This letter is in response to your letter dated March 7, 2007, and i$ a clarification of my FOIA request 
dated February 28, i oo7 for dJl docMmiMts-inclwJing b•t not limiletl t• bri~"6 pllJIUS, option paJ#n, 
and position fhlPeTS--relata in wliok or in part ta tire prtptl1"tlti.ons for two 11Uetbtgs to review Cuba 
''ontingency pla~ th al U>t>k plau be~ell lhctrmbu 2006 '""' Februa,., 1 S, 10()7. (Attll.chment 1) the 
basis of the date range for my request was a F ebniary 1 S, 2007 t siory in The Miami Herald, which read, 
"Top Bu~h cabinet officials have met at least twice since December to review Cuba oontinienC)' plans." 
(Attaclunent 2). I have reason to beli~c that Department of Homeland Security Secretary, Michael 
Chertoff, was among the top officials present dming these meetings. Since it is known that at least two 
!lleetings ~ook place between December 2006 and mid-February 2007, it sho\!ld be possible to identify the 
doccr.tents generated in preparation for and a~ a result of these discussioM. 

I further believe that the following components of the De])amnent of Homeland Security likely also 
created d(ICuments in response to discussions on the future of Cuba: tbe CIS Omb~, U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigrntion Services, the U.S. CoAJt Guard, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, U.S. 
Jmrrjgration .and Customs Enforcement, and the Office of International Affairs. Please note tlut my 
ongina! request was not solely for contingency plans on Cuba, b~t also for all documents that were 
c~ted in PfCl)aration and as a ~t of these high level discussions. 

Please do not hcsii.te to contact me if you have illlY questions. Thank you for your attention to this 
request. 

.. ,. ·- . ., .... 

Peter Kornbluh 
Senior Analyst 

Enclosure: As stated 

. . ~. . . f 

An Independent non•govt1m1Mntlll niM9rdt instttute and llbrwy locatal • tM George WMmngmn Urriwemftr, die ArdWe Grlled:s 
.,nJ publlst.es dedas.slfted documents obblnM through ltte Fr.edom at Jntotmalion Act. PUbfka(lon royaltlec and tax Mductibhl 

eollttibudorl1 dlrough Tha NdGMt ~ty Ard'IMI Fund,. lne. underwrite~ Archfve's Budget. 
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H f;ADLINE; Cuban migrants would be held at Guantanamo camp 

IJYLINF,: Pablo Bachelet, The Miami Herald 

BODY: 

141005/007 

Pagelof3 

H;b. 15 ·-WASHINGTON - Concerned about a possible mass exodus of C\Jbans, the Department ofDefonse plans to 
~pi:nd $18 million to prepare part of the U.S. Navy base at Guantanamo Bay to shelter interdicted migrants, U.S. officials 
!12vc told the Miami Herald. 

The new installation is needed because terrorism suspects occupy space on the base used in past emergencies to hold 
large numbers of migrants, according to Bush administration officials directly involved in the issue. They note the 
laci:iries are designed to house pMple from any Caribbean nation who attempt to enter the United States illegally-- not 
_iuo:t Cubans. 

Gut privately they say that Fidel Castro's illness and temporary handover of power to his brother Raul Iast summer 
injected a renewed sense of urgency in plans to handle a mass exodus. The administration quietly requested the funds 
ahnn one month ago and Congress has approved it, The Miami Herald was told. 

Th~ officials, who were authorized to speak on the subject but requested anonymity bc:cause of the sensitive nature of 
Ci1ban issues, say there are no indications that a Cuban migration erisis is brewing, but acknowledge that predicting these 
can be difficult. The 1980 Mariel boailift, which saw 125,000 Cubans arrive in Florida, began when a group of Cubans 
tried to storm the Peruv"ian embassy in Havana and quickly escalated into a massive exodus. 

Th~ S 18 million initiative is part of a broader U.S. government effort to prepare for events in a post-Fidel Castro Cuba. 
The admimstranon will not say how many migrants it believes might flee Cuba or even if any will do so, but line expert 
v.·a .. rned tha.t up to 500,000 may try to leave th~ i~land after Castro's dee.th_ 

11 

TQP. Bush cabinet officials have met at least twice since December to reviC'h'. Cubu:gntig1ency plan! and on March 7-8 
,,.,,.,. _Dcrartmen1 of Homeland. Securitt wilt lead a~ exercise in South Flori.da _involving the Coast Guard and dozens of 

\. lederal, state and local agencies, focused on stopprng U.S. boaters from picking up rafters. 

"I he O.S. Navy base, on the eastern tip of Cuba., apparently would be used as a shelter oflast resort if the volu111e-0f 
Cubans interdicted at sea overwhelms the crnrent U.S. policy known as "wet foot/dry foot" 

http // W«!b. lexis-nexis.com/Lllliverst:/printdoc S/15/2007 
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t}:1dcr that policy, Cubans who make it to U.S. territory are allowed to remain. Those intercepted at sea are interviewed 
hy U.S. immigration authorities aboard Coast Guard vessels and for the most part repatriated to Cuba. A few who have 
been found to credibly risk peTsecution if returned to Cuba have been taken to Guantanamo for rnore interviews while 
U.S. officials arrange for their resettlement in third nations. 

U.S. officials rnfused to say whether the wetfootldryfoot policy will be changed in case of a mass exodus, since such an 
arlll.ouncement might prompt many Cubans to leave now. 

For years, migrants captured during SW'ges ended up in tent camp5 at Guantanamo on a bluff called Radio Range 
(·\'i.rlL1oking the Caribbean, on the larger Windward Side of the base. 

At the height of the last migration crisis in 1994, more than 32,000 Cubans and 21,000 Haitians overwhelmed rhe base in 
tem cities. Most of the Cubans were later sent to the United States. Most of the Hatians were sent home. 

lhe Pentagon haJi smce built its sprawling terrorism detention and interrogation center at the site of the old tent camps, 
iimiting where migrants can be sheltered. So now the plan is to put them on the smaller Leeward Side, which has an air 
~\rip l'ut no docks for large ships. 

"T11'.: capacity to process migrants at Guantanamo is an integral part of our overall plans to ensure that any attempted 
ma.~s migration in the Caribbean is not successful," said one administration official, who like oth~ interviewed for this 
~tory declined to be identified because Cuba is a delicate matter. The official said the new facillty is "part of prudent 
,;onringency planning." 

"The U.S. has established avenues for safe, orderly, legal migration from the various countries in the Caribbean,'' the 
dficial added. "Any effort to send people to the United States via unsafe and lllegal means will not succeed and only 
rides iru1ocent life." 

The Pentagon already has solkited construction bids for the new facility. The $18 million would pay for things like land 
li..:Y~ling, sewage and electrical infrastructure, bathrooms, dining facilities and administrative offices to process asylum 
ar!)lications. The inslallations will be initially designed to handle about 10,000 migrants, officials say, though more can 
be quickly accommodated if needed. 

/, o,:ly Uomez, senior fellow at the University of Miami's Institute for Cuban and Cuban-American Studies, says focus 
gwups and other interviews show that many young Cubans are eager to leave the island. 

''! f the economic conditions do not get better, there is the strong possibility that as many as 500,000 Cubans will want to 
lea.ve the island in all directions," he ~ays. "The other possibility will also be a large group or Cubans ru.shing the U.S. 
ba:.c n:i Guantanamo or foreign embassies in Havana." 

Latin American countries may be reluctant to take in large numbers of Cuban migrants, he added. 

l\'lCJnwhile, the Coast Guard is finalizing plans for an exercise next month that will involve scores of vessels. 

Renr Adm. David Kunkel, the head of the Coast Guard's South East District, is in charge of coordinating in1erdiction 
..:.lf;.'(Lo; over .1 wide array of government agencies, from the U.S. Navy to the Miami Dade Police Department. 

''We wouJd be concerned with boaters leaving from Soutb Florida marinas to potentially increase the problem," said Jim 
Watson, chief of staff of the South East District. He said authorities have developed "deterrent elements" that would be 
tested in the exercise. 

··o.!~ goal is to have zero illegal migration into South Florida,'' he said. 

Miami Republican Reps. Linc:olti and Mario Diaz-BalarL who have been briefed on preparatio:na, could not be reached 

http .i /web. I ex.i s-nexis.com/uni verse/printdoc 511512007 
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Miami Herald Staff Writer Carol Rosenberg contributed to this report 

@007 /007 

Page 3 of J 

Copyright (c) 2007, The Miami Herald Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Business News. For reprints, email 
tm::;rcprints@perrnissionsgroup.com, ca!I 800-374-7985 or 847·635-6550, send a fax to 847-635-6968, or write to The 
J'emHss.Lons Group Inc., 1247 Milwaukee Ave., Suite 303, G1enview. IL 60025, USA. 

LOAD-DATE: February 16, Z007 

http'./ /web. Jexis-nexis.c:om/uni verse/printdoc 5/JS/2007 



Mr. Peter Kombluh 
The National Security Archive 
The George Washington University 
Gelman Library, Suite 70 l 
2130 H. Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

May 23, 2007 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-531/Kornbluh request 

Dear Mr. Kombluh: 

t ·.s. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

Homeland 
Security 

This acknowledges receipt of your letter, dated May 15, 2007, that clarifies and perfects your 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated February 28, 2007, to the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS). You requested all documents related in whole or in part to the 
preparations for two meetings to review Cuba contingency plans that took place between 
December 2006 and February 15, 2007. Your clarification letter was received in this office on 
May 16, 2007. 

Due to the increasing number ofFOIA requests received by this office, we may encounter some 
delay in processing your request. Per Section 5.5(a) of the DHS FOIA regulations, 6 C.F.R. Part 
5, the Department processes FOIA requests according to their order ofreceipt. Although OHS' 
goal is to respond within 20 business days of receipt of your perfected request, the FOIA does 
permit a 10-day extension of this time period. As the subject matter of your request is of 
substantial interest to several components of this Department and will necessitate a thorough and 
wide-ranging search, DHS will invoke a 10-day extension for your request, as allowed by Title 5 
U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B). If you care to narrow the scope of your request, please contact our office. 
We will make every effort to comply with your request in a timely manner. 

Your original request also sought a waiver of fees; although you agreed to pay up to $I 00 in 
duplication costs in the event that your fee waiver request is denied. Your fee waiver request 
will be held in abeyance pending the quantification of responsive records. The DHS FOIA 
Regulations, 6 CFR § 5.l l(k)(2), set forth six factors to examine in determining whether the 
app 1 icab le legal standard for a fee waiver has been met: ( l) Whether the subject of the requested 
records concerns "the operations or activities of the government;" (2) Whether the disclosure is 
"likely to contribute" to an understanding of government operations or activities; (3) Whether 
disclosure of the requested information will contribute to the understanding of the public at large, 
as opposed to the individual understanding of the requestor of a narrow segment of interested 
persons; (4) Whether the contribution to public understanding of government operations or 
activities will be "significant;" (5) Whether the requester has a commercial interest that would be 



furthered by the requested disclosure; and (6) Whether the magnitude of any identified 
commercial interest to the requestor is sufficiently large in comparison with the public interest in 
disclosure that disclosure is primarily in the commercial interest of the req uestor. If any 
responsive records are located, we \vill consider these factors in our evaluation of your request 
for a fee waiver. 

[n the event that your fee waiver is denied, we shall charge you for records in accordance with 
the OHS Interim FQ[A regulations as they apply to media requesters. As a media requester you 
will be charged t 0-cents a page for duplication, although the first 100 pages are free. You will 
be promptly notified once a determination is made regarding your fee waiver request. 

At your request, we have queried the following OHS components for records responsive to your 
request: Citizenship and lmmigration Services Ombudsman, U.S. Citizenship and immigration 
Services, the U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, and the Office oflntemational Affairs, which is a component of the DHS 
Office of Policy. Additionally, we have queried the OHS Executive Secretariat for responsive 
records. If any responsive records are located, they will be reviewed for determination of 
releasability. Please be assured that one of the processors in our office will respond to your request 
as expeditiously as possible. We appreciate your patience as we proceed with your request. 

Your request has been assigned reference number DHS/OS/PRIV 07-531/Kornbluh request. 
Please refer to this identifier in any future correspondence. You may contact this office at 703-
235-0790. 

Vania T. Lockett ~ .... 
Associate Director, Disclos~re FOIA Operations 

www.dhs.gov 



JLme 7, 2007 

Don Powell 
Federal Coordinator, 
Gulf Coast Rebuilding 
Washington, D.C. 

Re: Freedom of Info1mation Act Request 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

/(OJ fE @ ~ Q[VJ fE mi 
W) JUN i i 2001 ~j 
By 0 ) -~.3 

This letter serves to request that you present the fo llowing public records for copying 
pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please provide me with copies of all of your written correspondence _ including, but not 
limited to, electronic mail_ relating to the state's Road Home homeowner grant program 
in Louisiana and the Homeowner's Grant Program in Mississippi. In particular, I am 
requesting copies of your Road Home-related correspondence with state officials in 
Louisiana and Mississippi, as well as with other White House staff members. 

Please let me know if you need any additional information from me to process this 
request. Also, I am willing to pay any applicab le fees, but please let me know in advance 
what it will cost. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Kunzelman 
The Associated Press 

(b)(6) 



Michael Kunzelman 
The Associated Press 
1515 Poydras Street 
Suite 2500 
New Orleans, LA 70[ 12 

Re: DHS/OSIPRIV 07-873/Kunzelmau 

--~Dear Mr. Kunzeliiian=: -www-·····--- -

June 18, 2007 

l' .S. Dtpltt1m¢nt af Homd•nd Stturlty 
\.\iashingtoo, DC 20528 

Homeland 
Security 

----·---·····---

This acknowledges receipt of your June 7, 2007, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, 
addressed to the Federal Coordinator, Gulf Coast Rebuilding within the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS). As the OHS Privacy Office processes FOIA requests for the Federal 
Coordinator, Gulf Coast Rebuilding, your request \Vas referred to this office for processing. We 
received your request on June 12, 2007. You are seeking copies of all written correspondence, 
including but not limited to, electronic mail, relating to the state's Road 1-lome homeowner grant 
progran1 in Louisiana and the Homoowner's Grant Program in Mississippi. In particular, you are 
seeking copies of Road Home-related correspondence with state officials in Louisiana and 
Mississippi, as \.\'ell as other White House staff members. 

Due to the increasing number ofFOIA requests received by this office, we may encounter some 
delay in processing your request. Per Section 5.5(a) of the OHS FOJA regulations, 6 C.F.R. Part 
5, the Department processes FOIA requests according to their order of receipt. Although DHS' 
goal is to respond within 20 business days of receipt of your request, the FOIA does permit a J Q.. 
day extension of this time period. Your request seeks numerous documents that will necessitate a 
thorough and wide-ranging search. Furthennore, as the subject tnatter of yolrr request is of 
substantial interest to two or more components of this Department and of substantial interest to 
another agency, we will need lo consult with those entities before we issue a final response. Due 
to these unusual circumstances, DHS will invoke a 10..0.ay extension for your request, as allowed 
by Title 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B). If you care 10 narrow the scope of your reques~ please contact 
our office. \Ve will make every effort to comply with your request in a timely manner; however. 
there are currently 37 open requests ahead of y·ours. 

Provisions of the . .\.ct allow us to recover part of the cost of comp]ying with your request. We 
shall charge you for records i11 accordance with the DHS Interim FOlA regulations as they apply 
to media requestors. As a media requestor you will be charged lO~cents a page for duplication, 
although the first 100 pages are free. We will construe the submission of your request as an 
agreement to pay up to $25.00. You will be contacted before any further fees are accrued, 



We have queried the appropriate components of DHS for responsive records. If any responsive 
records are located, they \\'ill be reviewed for detennination of releasabiJity, Please be assured that 
one of the processors in our office wlU respond to your request as expeditiously as possible. We 
appreciate your patience a.c:; \Ve proceed with your request. 

Your request has been assigned reference number DHS/OS/PRJV 07-873/Kunzelmao. Please 
refer to this identifier in any future correspondence, f<'or future reference, please send your 
correspondence to: U,S, Department of Homeland Security, Privacy Office (FOIA), Mail Stop 
0550, Washington, D.C. 20528-0550. You may contact this office via telephone at our toll-free 
number, 1-866-431--0486, or at 703-235-0790. 

Vania T. Lockett 
------~-----·~·---~-~-~----··-·----- Associate Difector: DisCtosllre & F6iA OperaiionS 



Mr. Michael Kunzelman 
The Associated Press 
15 15 Poydras S trcet 
Suite 2500 
New Orleans, LA 70112 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 

Dear Mr. Kunzelman: 

March 30, 2009 

U.S. Depert-t or ......... d Security 
WashinJton, DC 20528 

Homeland 
Security 

This letter serves as a partial release and an update as to the processing of your Jlllle 7, 2007, Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request addressed to the Federal Coordinator, Gulf Coast Rebuilding within the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), which was received in this office on June 12, 2007. You 
requested copies of all written correspondence, including, but not limited to, electronic mail relating to the 
Road Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana and Mississippi. In particular, you requested copies 
of Road Home-related correspondence with state officials in Louisiana and Mississippi, as welt as with 
White House staff members. 

Through a series of updated telephonic and e-mail communications between you and this office, you were 
notified that our search produced 948 pages of records, most of which are e-mail communications 
containing the equities of sixteen different federal agencies and several state and local agencies. Before 
we can make a final release determination, we must consult with each of these entities. You will be 
promptly notified once this process is complete and a final determination has been made. 

Further, please be advised that, of the 948 pages, 600 pages consist of correspondence with the Executive 
Office of the President (EOP). Per telephone conversation with this offioc on March 25, 2009, you were 
notified that, upon consulting with other entities, it was determined that much of this information would 
be withheld pursuant to Title 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(S). under the presidential communications privilege. 
During that cooversation, you indicated that you would not be interested in receiving this material if there 
were no substantive portions to be released. However, it was agreed upon that we would process a set of 
this correspondence for release, at which time you could decide whether to continue with your pursuit of 
these records. 

To date, we have processed 210 of the 600 pages ofEOP-related correspondence. Of the 210 pages, upon 
consultation with other entities, I have determined that 204 pages must be withheld in full, and 6 pages 
are releasable in part pursuant to Title 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(S) and (b)(6), FOlA Exemptions 5 and 6. 

FOIA Exemption 5 protects from disclosure those inter- or intra-agency documents that are normally 
privileged in the civil discovery context. The presidential corrummications privilege protects documents 
solicited and received by the President or his immc:diate advisers in the Office of the President, anc 



the deliberative process privilege protects the integrity of the deliberative or decision-making processes 
within the agency by exempting from mandatory disclosure opinions, conclusions, and recommendations 
included within inter-agency or intra-agency memoranda or letters. The release of this internal 
infonnation would discourage the expression of candid opinions and inhibit the free and frank exchange 
of information among agency personnel. 

FOIA Exemption 6 exempts from disclosure personnel or medical files and similar files the release of 
which would cause a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. This requires a balancing of the 
public's right to disclosure against the individual's right privacy. The privacy interests of the individuals 
in the records you have requested outweigh any minimal public interest in disclosure of the information. 
Any private interest you may have in that information does not factor into the aforementioned balancing 
test. 

You have a right to appeal the above withholding determination. However, we ask that you hold any 
appeals in abeyance pending the issuance of a final response to your request. Your agreement to do so 
will not prejudice your right to appeal. Should you wish to do so, you must send your appeal and a copy 
of our this letter, within 60 days of the date of our final response letter, to: Associate General Counsel 
(General Law), U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Washington, D.C. 20528, following the 
procedures outlined in the DHS regulations at 6 C.F.R. § 5.9. Your envelope and letter should be marked 
"FOIA Appeal." Copies of the FOIA and DHS regulations are available at www.dhs.gov/foia. 

Provisions of the FOIA allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your request. As a media 
requester, you are responsible for the cost of duplication in excess of I 00 pages. As such, there is no 
charge associated with this response. You will be notified if fees are accrued as we continue with the 
processing of your request. 6 CFR § 5. I l(d)(4). 

Before we continue the time-consuming consultation and review process, per our March 25, 2009, 
telephone conversation, we want to ensure that you are still interested in continuing the processing of this 
request. Please indicate your continued interest in pursuing these records within 30 days from the date of 
this letter, or we will assume you are no longer interested in this FOIA request, and the case will be 
administratively closed. For your convenience, you may send your response via e-mail to foia@dhs.gov 
or via fax to 703-235-0443. 

If you need to contact our office again about this matter, please refer to DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873. This 
office can be reached at 1-866-431-0486 or 703-235-0790. 

Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 

Enclosure(s): As Stated, 6 pages 
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From: Rey, Michael A. (b) (6) 
Sent: Tuesday, March 25, 2008 1 :49 PM 

To: FOIA 

Subject: FOIA Request 

Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Privacy Office 
Director, Disclosure & FOIA 
245 Murray Drive SW, Building 410 
STOP-0550 
Washington, DC 20528-0550 
foj~@hq.dhs,gov 

March 25, 2008 

Dear Ms. Lockett: 

Page 1 of 2 

~ ~,@ ~ ,a _wj~ ~ 
By lf5 ~rt).{ 

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act SUS CS52, I request access to and copies of any 
correspondence including letters, memoranda and e-mails between the Office of the Federal Coordinator 
for Gulf Coast Rebuilding and White House staff members that include any and all communications 
with references to FEMA and/or formaldehyde and/or trailers sent between February 11, 2008 and 
February 29, 2008. 

I agree to pay reasonable duplication fees for the processing of this request in an amount not to exceed 
$100. However, please notify me prior to incurring any expense in excess of that amount. 

As a representative of the news media, I am only required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after 
the first 100 pages. Through this request, I am gathering information on Mr. Powell 's policy positions 
on the formaldehyde issue and his departure from office. 

Please waive any applicable fees. Release of the information is in the public interest because it will 
contribute significantly to public understanding of government activities and operations. 

If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific 
exemptions of the act. I will also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt 
material. I, of course reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to deny a 
waiver of fees. 

As I am making this request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, I would appreciate 
your communicating with me by telephone 212 975 3110 or email r:~_y@cbsn~ws.~om rather than by 
postal mail. Please mail the forms to: 

Attn: Michael Rey 
CBS Evening News 
524 West 57th Street 
New York, NY 10019 

3/25/2008 
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Please provide expedited review of this request which concerns a matter of urgency. As a journalist I 
am primarily engaged in disseminating information. 

The public has a need for information about the roll of the Federal Gulf Coast Recovery czar in setting 
policy decisions on the issue of formaldehyde and emergency housing in the region. 

I certify that my statements concerning the need for expedited review are true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

I look forward to your reply within 20 business days as the statute requires. 

Thank you for your assistance and don't hesitate to contact me at ~ith any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Rey 
Field Producer 

~ws -
-

ducer I CBS Evening News Investigative Unit I 524 West 57th Street NY, NY 10019 
• 

3/25/2008 

(b) (6) 



Mr. Michael Rey 
CBS Evenin~ News 
524 West 57' Street 
New York, NY 100 19 

March 27, 2008 

Re: DHS/OS/PRJV 08-425/Rey request 

Dear Mr. Rey: 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, OC 20528 

ti) Homeland 
~~(~ .. os~"~}- Security 

Privacy Office, Mail Stop 0550 

This acknowledges receipt of your March 25, 2008, Freedom of Infonnation Act (FOIA) request 
to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), for copies of any correspondence including 
letters, memoranda and e-mails between the Office of the Federal Coordinator for Gulf Coast 
Rebuilding and White House staff members that include any and all communications with 
references to FEMA and/or fonnaldehyde and/or trailers sent between February 11, 2008 and 
February 29, 2008. Your request was received in this office on March 25, 2008. 

Due to the increasing number of FOIA requests received by this office, we may encounter some 
delay in processing your request. Per Section 5.5(a) of the DHS FOIA regu lations, 6 C.F.R. Part 
5, the Department processes FOIA requests according to their order ofreceipt. Although DHS' 
goal is to respond within 20 business days of receipt of your request, the FOIA does pennit a 1 O
day extension of this time period. As your request seeks numerous documents that will 
necessitate a thorough and wide-ranging search, DHS will invoke a 10-day extension for your 
request, as allowed by Title 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B). If you care to narrow the scope of your 
request, please contact our office. 

As it relates to your fee waiver request, your request will be held in abeyance pending the 
quantification of responsive records. The DHS FOIA Regulations, 6 CFR § 5. l l(k)(2), set forth 
six factors to examine in detennining whether the applicable legal standard for a fee waiver has 
been met: (l) Whether the subject of the requested records concerns "the operations or activities 
of the government;" (2) Whether the disclosure is "likely to contribute" to an understanding of 
government operations or activities; (3) Whether disclosure of the requested infonnation will 
contribute to the understanding of the public at large, as opposed to the individual understanding 
of the requestor or a narrow segment of interested persons; ( 4) Whether the contribution to 
public understanding of government operations or activities will be "significant;" (5) Whether 
the requester has a commercial interest that would be furthered by the requested disclosure; and 
(6) Whether the magnitude of any identified commercial interest to the requestor is sufficiently 
large in comparison with the public interest in disclosure, that disclosure is primarily in the 



commercial interest of the requestor. If any responsive records are located, we will consider 
these factors in our evaluation of your request for a fee waiver. 

In the event that your fee waiver is denied, we shall charge you for records in accordance with 
the DHS Interim FOIA regulations as they apply to media requestors. As a media requestor you 
will be charged 10-cents a page for duplication, although the first 100 pages are free. You will 
be promptly notified once a determination is made regarding your fee waiver request. 

We have queried the appropriate component of DHS for responsive records. If any responsive 
records are located, they will be reviewed for determination of releasability. Please be assured that 
one of the processors in our office will respond to your request as expeditiously as possible. We 
appreciate your patience as we proceed with your request. 

Your request has been assigned reference number DHS/OS/PRIV 08-425!Rey request. Please 
refer to this identifier in any future correspondence. You may contact this office at our toll-free 
telephone number, 866-431-0486, or at 703-235-0790. / 

Si~ 

Va. 

Ass ciate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 

www.dbs.gov 



September 18, 2008 

(b )(6) 

I '.S. Dtpartment of Homtland Security 
Washington, OC 20528 

Homeland 
Security 
Privacy Office, Mail Stop OSSO 

(b) (6) 
Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 08-809-equest 

Dear (b)(6) 

This acknowledges receipt of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the 
Department of Homeland Security (OHS), dated and received in this office on September 10, 
2008, and seeking records pertaining to yourself with respect to the following topics and issues: 

1) work performed, proposed, shared, or reported, with respect to: homeland security; 
national security; counterterrorism; CBRNE; WMD; chemical, biological, explosive or 
nuclear devices; sensors; JED; blast protection; shelters; emergency preparedness; 
situation awareness; emergency response; artificial intelligence; other topics involving 
the Department of Homeland Security and specifically these components: 

• Office of Science and Technology 
• Federal Emergency Management Agency 
•U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
• U. S. Citizen and Immigration Services 
•U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
• Transportation Security Administration; 

2) relationships or alleged relationships with persons in or from or supportive of Middle 
Eastern or Muslim nations, cultures, governments, religious organizations, or terrorist 
organizations; 

3) employment, employability, age, credit rating, assets, debts, security clearance(s), 
loyalty, allegiance, political beliefs; 

4) relationships or alleged relationships with persons in or from the Russian Federation or 
Former Soviet Union; 

5) alleged relationships or affiliations with persons or organizations having expressed 
antipathy, animosity, opposition, or threats against the United States of America or 
officials thereof, or having demonstrabl~ement in criminal acts; 

6) marital relati~at with-ended in divorce, 12/2001) 
and that with-( married on 04/15/2005 and continuing to the present); 

7) age, health, physical strength and stamina, sexual vigor and vitality, sexual habits or 
dispositions, sportsmanship, social habits, hobbies, habits, personal dispositions, and any 
aspect pertaining to the condition or suitability of marital relationships; and 



(b)(6) 8) adverse statements made about personal character, intelligence, 
reliability, trustworthiness, moral standing, or similar emotional, psychological, or 
physical qualities. 

Due to the increasing number of FOIA requests received by this office, we may encounter some 
delay in processing your request. Per Section 5.5(a) of the DHS FOIA regulations, 6 C.F.R. Part 
5, the Department processes FOIA requests according to their order of receipt. Although DHS' 
goal is to respond within 20 business days of receipt o f your request, the FOIA does permit a l O
day extension of this time period. As the subject matter of your request is of substantial interest 
to two or more components of this Department or of substantial interest to another agency, we 
will need to consult with those entities before we issue a final response. Due to these unusual 
circumstances, DHS will invoke a 10-day extension for your request, as allowed by Title 5 
U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B). If you care to narrow the scope of your request, please contact our office. 
We will make every effort to comply with your request in a timely manner. 

Provisions of the Act allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your request. We 
shall charge you for records in accordance with the DHS Interim FOIA regulations as they apply 
to non-commercial requestors. As a non-commercial requestor you will be charged l 0-cents a 
page for duplication, although the first 100 pages are free, as are the first two hours of search 
time, after which you will pay the per quarter-hour rate ($4.00, $7.00, $10.25) of the searcher. 
We will construe the submission of your request as an agreement to pay up to $25.00. You will 
be contacted before any further fees are accrued. 

We have queried the appropriate components of DHS for responsive records. If any responsive 
records are located, they will be reviewed for determination of releasability. Please be assured that 
one of the processors in our office will respond to your request as expeditiously as possible. We 
appreciate your patience as we proceed with your request. 

Your request has been assigned reference number DHS/OS/PRIV 08-809/-request. 
Please refer to this identifier in any future correspondence. You may contact this office at 866-
431-0486. ,. 

Sincerel.yy/ / / · . 
I . 'I • I \ ' .. • , ... ~' , l 1 

~ ... 

' ,,,.--· <. .. 1 · .. ' 
. \.•" ,;-,.-~ .. , 

Ya~ T. Lookett i... · \ 
Msociate Director, Disclosure & FOlA Operations 

www.dhs.gov 
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FOIA Rc4uc<il Dull': Sept. IO, 2008 

Records Requested 
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12) c:nplo)rruonc. .-mploysbi1i1y. ug.!. cru!il r~lir.g. "'~''· ,lch<<. '>l:C'uril) clc~r~nr.d<). lo~al1~. 
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FOIA Reque;,l - OHS -- - l0.S~p1.2oog 

Fl'<' ~~menl - Request for Full W11i.-er of ,\II F!!t."i 
The rc.:nu.!' 1h.at :uc rc41uc,k.'1.! P"-~rtni1: Lo Cam crr."-crnfr1£ .m inJi\ 'iJu..al \ .!. S. d1i,.i:n ttnd hh 
c111rl111 111<:nt .u;J al..v hb Jbiht~ ' " 01,ir.taw LD fr~orn -uuJ " 1tboo1 .-un, twn. Im m.mt•I 
•ct..uoni.hir ant.I l't°'i&r.-c! 'Nith hi .. "'l't'U~. ·ncrc l~ dcai aoJ dcmt1n .. 1rllhlc- cvMlct1Ct' ··u\CI 
•c:-.1irnt1ny t)r di'IUO'\Alton, Hlftl.t(lll' tJam~c.._\, 3.nd black.IL\lic~ "' jth rCAt1l<'i:t 1n uw .. (11t14n· .., JlrN>n 
and ~t fos~t n~" •'OTJ"ll"3tion in whl.:.h this ~iliwr. i~ a principal with mt~nt 10 hl('ICk. prc .. -nt and 
Nh.:1" i-.: l~rn!p-:1 the nl>t~icing <>( b...-Jm~. ('(>Otr.1:1<. for:u:sl cniployn.:111. ~<id nth•~ '"'''°<!" 
u:t:mnn,h1p~. I here lh ~L'° clear and <.l;,,nionsu-dl\le ,-vi<IL-o.:c 1-.f '1a1crn,•nt, :and uC11or.•. ag;1inM 
lhi• pcN>n .1nJ hi•'"°""" wuh rc<p..~ 101he l>.'n• fitk no1urc. validity. lruthfulne\• Md \inccnt) 
nf1hcir mam~gc. 

Tl".:i.c :U-•' \crJOU.• snoll<I"< 1h111 rn•y k3'1 to a dcm<~"lnillon <ii orgM11L'tl v1nlMll01ii. ''' ci•il nsfll.s 
and due pr,'Cc..S lnduom~ m~uc" of cur-"'ltutional la" .md lkmul> ••I n!l.111> l"'" 'cc1cd unJcr the 
Fourth Md f'll\lrtecnll: Amendment.\. ·ir .... c ru~ in.1i.:lllll•n.• tlhlt th¢ r<'lca>C "' 311 inf,,r111oli1•n M 
rcquCJ>l,-d h,"l'Om " ill hcncli1 the protection nf ciri:~n_,· lights :mJ du.: prric~., under fa., wi1hin 
1hc linucd Sttu.:, 01 Am.:11.-~ und li mil Ille prnco~-c ;.:of pl'liucu t :ir.d l'lh .~ ·llllll1•ui.'tl nbu....... l'ltcrc 
M'C q11,..,tion~ vnJ i'l.l.u<.-. nl C(>r.,ti1utional l:.w tl."l!:ln!ing privx;. r:1r1l~ularl> wi1h rc'!l''C\ "'' 
IU\;Ul'C111l rcc:unh , cn.-d11 ht,hlOC~. marital rccOfd'-. !>CAua! at'MJ bf\!l'lyf ... l'rcfrrcm.~\. poll tit'"'' 
,-ic"'· and :o--1001ifi<: ,,,;,,.,..._ wi1h n:l>J>l:''f to .:mplo;mcnt anJ N SI<.', " 1t tij!hh Thc1~ 111.: 

qt1~<-li'>n1r. ;,nd i~we'- rc1an.fo•g the pux"~-~ing ot pcn.n:._nent h.~)iUcnc'> ~In.tu.;~~ the ri,Jl~ (If " 
ph)pctl) nn<J 'l_n.:c.tcly IThlrricd counk to :naim:Vn their ris.hl\ t,, li ,c lo~cthcr a~ a -x1upl"- 'wtl 10 
th~ h:11~ ''"II'""'""'" -111lu.' puhlid~ J~flkd 11.'1<1 <lbi.&d Utl('U~h iruopJl<Opn~lC 'IU\Cllk:n\\ h) 
,._thcr rt\rtHh 

c;,.cn th~ kncJ 111~ny 111hcr impl ic.i inJ ur.,rnt.:il i"u~., 11 ;, i·nr• ortc1111for1l:ci;c rccott1' 10 b~ 
m:1d,• ~V~lt~hfc t" lhc f\CllCr.l l puhli. for l'llll!f"C' l'f Jc.!pcning .U:d ~ironi;th..-nin~ the f'Uh11C'> 
u111l~"t~11,flnii "I tl\c prOCc.(.\ :>I g.nvcm1r.,·r.1. <lu~ f)tll\ ei», a."!J {t!c<l rtull<>n 111 in~ c:t\C of lhc nhu~~ 
of .,aid rlu .. p<OC•"'· 

The risht 111 \\urk Md 11:.:ri)!hl to he 1mrriet! 10 the IJ<:N>n 1~ 1•nc·, cti..ut'I.' ar~ lun1llni.:n1ol nnd 
i11:1licnaMc 11a,h1< uph,ld by the U. S ('oo\ti1u1io<: :mJ lhl! ""'1y o( k i(l'lal:on 1111d juJiciJI 
dcc1,ion' that hu>"<' a~cni..'<J ,ir.,·c t~~ f11<11•linj! 'If 1~c L!r..u..-d Sia..:~ of An>cri.:a II;, 1>t 1hc 
u1m<~I impott.'flCC In: 1lw t\llll;l'IC>ln puhlio.:. U:rruthc.h~·a1mo .ind c<,1mnunic.iiioo. 10 "- full; 
in(1•rm..-.l 11bou1 th.: pnx-~'""' I>) -..11kh th.>sc l•1ndom."ll1a.I nsJ!t~ JJC l>olh ptotl)CI,'\! '"•wit •' 
,·~JJl\ti:l'C( th··"llJ' ar.y 11car.' in.:ludinr .irla,..ru! pmctte<:' and impp<l>pnatc decmon< ·r111t~ h~ 
dt"'Ch'd nr arprio l, f'\tlic1a1 ... or cmr1oyt•, ....... ~r,hc ll s ~,ncrrun~n1 

IJ~ pr•.,·iJ in9 th..•<e ri:carJ, ~< m1o"'ted u?<1;r lh' K)!.". !. WJIW 1r.c rcCjuc..i.•t. 1.-ill 
lk! uhlr I'"> :w-o..'ucc :f,c fl'lf'-'1' :tr!tclt'(. ~"'ll.'- ~nd tt('"r1~ th.' ar?: n1t()C\\Jll'\ f,>f t~ r-rc'"~tiur oi' 
Ja•it.t8t" tu'"'""''" or.d th} u ndh, .. ohl f,\f 1h..- ... -Ju.·.aouc-. ~.r~ ~l"t\.., .... I puht:.C In ini .. v.--·~ tt''

puMk C1~~min:1uon .,f 1rlorm~11on .-O<lluino.J in tlk'\C n:<."Ord., Wiii ••l'\·nitthcn 3:1\J rclp 10 
prr:tt'"ne th.: l:ni'i:J Stli~> ., .. ~" &ntt'Crouc urid l rei..· republic. h• imp•'4! .JvNl:~" and frts for ~re 
pNJue1i,1r. uf ci.:...: r.utrl!s;mJ fullilhncnt nf 1hi• I OIA "-'<!'"-~' w1>uld be: IO unpinJ?~ oron i.nt.I 
rcstri:t 1rc ht...n .. and neh1" •f r.ot nnl> tn)'\df ~nd T> tu.n11I)" h1111ht ent irety oi ~\ .,,.•riean 
!"\KiCt~ 

.'\II r~~.)(d< and t~~ inf1•r1lllllit•n proc~,,~.; l'nu111htm wi ll t.,, provid."d in ltc fnnn nf wr.ttcn and 
wide•-.. hm.1ht1!'li1:dh\) pop::r,. d1f1dc,. tt:OL•l' tanJ ~'4:.'"-' 1h H will()\ r..ti:~ lO tb. puhh~ un u non~ 

prdil 401li3) ha.<!>. witoont l'C'lrio:ll<ltl Mcl1<crnlllll~l 11•l. \U<'h lJlll'lh•'Al1un Will ho.• 111 hOlh r r,nt 
ond r l~1mn1c !intern~•) iom1 Tl~ rc~('ld\ ":U 11n1 !.\>• uv,J Int wmmcrciol r""l'°'"" 
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FOIA Request - OMS (b)(6) I O.S.:pl.2008 

Oates of Records 
R••oords mny ha,·c originu1ion Ja1~< fr.1:r. "l~nu.,.~ I 200l'.J 11rr;-u!!)l th~ nr=n: !S~pl. IO. 2008 <1r 

any time' th~reaftcr during Lht' pnX"C$:(in~ <,( lhi$ f()IA n:.t1 u1:~l J . Srcdfk 01 IS--.l riginatcd recl1rd$ 
111ay span rmm th~ esralllishm~nr oi lhc Ajrc1i..·y thrf·u~ll d·e r.-e.<:.<:nl. The hi1thcsi .:on.:enlrdtio11 
.,,r su1:h recocd:' w tH be fnwn July I, 1..Xl> chr(msh rt),~ pN!!OCIJJ, ~mJ w ithin that period, pnr1ku1arly 
af1cr Jonuary 1, 2007. Mm~ rcccni r<X'1mh will n~· <l•)Ubt b-.:ar rcfrn:ncc(s) tti earlier r,)cnrds. 

Re«son.s tu l>elicve then: are sud1 l'L'<'Ol'dS and doc11111c111s of' tl1L· iypc dcscribc'd above whhln 
rhc possession of t he ind k;itcd ~'Omp<mcnt< (1f thu lk pt. of Homdtt110 Sc.:urity 

S1ntcm~nts and actfon., hy i;cvcr~I imlividu:t l> wh"• nr.• cmpl" yct' <'1~ith." 1)11$, DOD or 
ar1olt11:r ~t~ency ,,f thi! l: S. ~o\.cnunct· r '-"f ~mrilo~ ... ~ ... , <•f ~·riijin "·ompanh.-:. wt,rl:tng 
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From: Eric Orenstein (b) (6) 
Sent: Friday, September 19, 2008 10:05 AM 

To: FOIA; Russell, Michael D; FOIA OIG 

Subject: FOIA Request 

September 20, 2008 

Department of Homeland Security Headquarters & Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Ms. Catherine M. Papoi, J.D., CIPP/G 
Privacy Office 
Director, Disclosure & FOIA 
245 Murray Drive SW, Building 410 
STOP-0550 
Washington, DC 20528-0550 
E-mail: foia@hq.dhs.gov 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office of General Counsel 
Mr. Michael D. Russell 
FOIA Officer/Requester Service Center Contact 
Washington, D.C. 20528 
E-mail: michael.russell@hq.dhs.gov 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office of the Inspector General 
Ms. Katherine Gallo 
FOIA Requester Service Center Contact 
245 Murray Drive, Bldg. 4 10 
Mail Stop - 2600 
Washington, D.C. 20528-000 l 
E-mail: foia.oig@dhs.gov 

Re: Freedom oflnforrnation Act Request 

Dear Ms. Papoi, Mr. Russell, and Ms. Gallo: 

pRIVACYOFFICE 

Page 1of4 

The Project On Govenunent Oversight (POGO) is making this request under the Freedom Of 
Information Act ("FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552. Please provide records that are maintained by an agency or 
for an agency by a government contractor in any format, including an electronic format. Please provide: 

1. DHS-CNO/USJC or DHS-OCNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2004) 

2. DHS-CNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2005) 
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3. DHS-CNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2006) 

4. DHS-CNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2007) 

5. Any reports, notes, memos, emails between Scott Chronister and the CNE Director or CNE 
Chief of Staff re: Simeone Associates Incorporated (SAi), Carnevale Associates, Homeland 
Security Institute (HSI). 

6. Any emails to or from Scott Chronister to the DHS-CNE Director concerning the need to 
develop performance measures. 

7. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence, including, but not limited to, 
ethics opinions, disqual ification or recusal statements, between Scott Chronister and the CNE 
Counsel. 

8. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence, including, but not limited to, 
ethics opinions, disqualification or recusal statements, between Scott Chronister and the DHS 
OGC. 

9. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence between John Leech and Scott 
Chronister re: SAi, Carnevale, HSI. 

10. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence between John Leech and Ron 
Simeone. 

12. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence between Scott Chronist • 
• erson, employed by e, • • 

• JO)John Carnevale, 
• II ....... I .:. ••••.• . •••• ~ •••• ~ •• 

(b) (6) 

13. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence to or from Bruce Lichtman 
involving CNE contracts re: SAi, Carnevale, and HSI. 

14. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence to or from Joseph Bendig 
involving CNE contracts re: SAi , Carnevale, and HSI. 

15. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence to or from Robert Peppler 
involving CNE contracts re: SAI, Carnevale, and HSI. 

16. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence from Melissa Sundberg 
involving CNE contracts re: SAi, Carnevale Associates, and HSI. 

17. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence sent to or from Mike Andrews 
related to SAi, Carnevale, HSI or any of their employees or agents. 

18. Minutes, notes, presentations, attendee lists or other similar records from November 29, 2006 
DHS-CNE meeting on preformance measures and the progress of the pending Annual Report to 
Congress. 

19. All HSI contracts and related records for contracts with DHS-CNE. 
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20. All SAI contracts and related records for contracts with DHS-CNE. 

21. All Carnevale Associate contracts and related record for contracts with DHS-CNE, including 
but not limited to working on CNE's annual report and performance measure model. 

22. Any records related DHS-IG investigation related to Scott Chronister. 

23. Any records related DHS-IG investigation related to SAL 

24. Any records related DHS-IG investigation related to Carnevale Associates. 

25. Any records related DHS-IG investigation related to HIS. 

26. Any Scott Chronister financial disclosure statements or records on file at DHS. 

27. Scott Chronister's meeting list, appointment book, or calendar from 2005 to the present. 

28. Scott Chronister's phone log from 2005 to the present. 

29. Scott Chronister's email log from 2005 to the present. 

30. Any emails from Simeone or Carnevale to DHS-CNE personnel concerning the work product 
of Mr. Selden Biggs, and/or responding to correspondence of Mr. Selden Biggs. 

31. Attendee lists and notes from meetings held between SAi, Carnevale, and HSI with DHS
CNE staff and/or representatives of DHS components in preparation for the production of any of 
the annual reports to Congress. 

POGO requests a waiver of all costs associated with fulfilling this submission pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) and 6 C.F.R. §5.1 l(k). Disclosure of the requested records will contribute significantly 
to public's understanding of the operations or activities of the government and would not be primarily in 
the commercial interest of POGO. Specifically, POGO intends to use the requested records to highlight 
conflict of interest and ethics statutes and regulations that govern government employees prior to and 
after they leave government service. POGO will use the records to contribute to the public's 
understanding of government operations and activities. See the attached Fee Waiver Supplement. 

POGO investigates, exposes, and seeks to remedy systemic abuses of power, mismanagement, and 
subservience by the federal government to powerful special interests. Founded in 1981, POGO is a 
politically-independent, nonprofit watchdog that promotes a government that is accountable to the 
citizenry. POGO disseminates information about its activities to thousands of concerned citizens, 
policymakers, and the media via email, direct mail, and its web site http://www.pogo.org, which 
receives over 500,000 hits monthly. The records provided by the agency will be used for the following 
activities: publication by email and on our website; publication in reports and newsletters issued by 
POGO; publication in the newsletters of affiliated nonprofit organizations; efforts to educate Congress, 
the Executive Branch, and other policymakers in Washington, DC; or investigational projects conducted 
in conjunction with the news media. 

If this request is denied in full or in part, please cite each exemptions pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) that 
justifies each denial. If an exemption applies, however, please consider exercising the agency's 
discretionary release powers to disclose the records. Any such action supports the presumption of 
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"openness" on which FOIA is based upon. Additionally, please release all reasonably segregable 
portions of the records that do not meet an exemption. 5 U.S.C. § 552{b). 

I look forward to your response, including an individualized tracking number, within 20 days of the 
receipt of this request, unless, in the case of "unusual circumstances," the time limitation is "extended 
by written notice." 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6){B). I am aware that all fees will be waived if specified time 
limits are not met. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(viii). I have a right to appeal if this request is wholly or 
partially denied or if the agency fails to respond within 20 days, and that, if successful, a federal district 
court may assess ''reasonable attorney fees and other litigation costs." 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(E). 

Please contact me if this request requires further clarification. Thank you for your prompt attention to 
this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Orenstein 
Researcher 
- nt Oversight 

9/19/2008 



Lockett, Vania 

From: Eric Orenstein (b) (6) 
Sent: Friday, September 19, 2008 10:09 AM 

To: FOIA; Russell, Michael D; FOIA OIG 

Subject: FOIA Fee Waiver Supplement 

September 19, 2008 

Department of Homeland Security Headquarters & Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Ms. Catherine M. Papoi, J.D., CIPP/G 
Privacy Office 
Director, Disclosure & FOIA 
245 Murray Drive SW, Building 4 10 
STOP-0550 
Washington, DC 20528-0550 
E-mail: foia@hq.dhs.gov 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office of General Counsel 
Mr. Michael D. Russell 
FOJA Officer/Requester Service Center Contact 
Washington, D.C. 20528 
E-mail: michael.russell@hq.dhs.gov 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office of the Inspector General 
Ms. Katherine Gallo 
FOIA Requester Service Center Contact 
245 Murray Drive, Bldg. 410 
Mail Stop - 2600 
Washington, D.C. 20528-0001 
E-mail: foia.oig@dhs.gov 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request Fee Waiver 

Dear Ms. Papoi, Mr. Russell, and Ms. Gallo: 

Page 1 of3 

I have included this FOIA Fee Waiver Supplement to provide a detailed account of POGO's 
planned use of the requested information and to fully respond to DHS's fee waiver criteria 
governed by 6 C.F.R. §5. 11 (k). 
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<!--[if !supportLists]-->(l) <!--[endif]-->Do the requested records concern the operations 
or activities of the government? 

The requested records concern the operations of government personnel and federal 
contractors and contractor personnel. The records will assist POGO in evaluating the 
effectiveness of DHS programs and taxpayer money that was spent on them. 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->(2) <!--[endif]-->Will this disclosure likely contribute to public 
understanding of the subject? 

With over $12 billion in contracts, it can be difficult to discern what DHS is paying for. 
POGO will examine particular goods and services provided to the government in an 
effort to add to the public's understanding and assist DHS in meeting it's mission. 

Conflicts of interest and ethics laws and regulations are very comprehensive and 
complex. Those laws and regulations are often confused and misinterrupted by federal 
employees and the public. The requested records will help POGO expose how the system 
works and government attempts to promote a system based on integrity and fairness. 
POGO's investigation will look at the relationship between the Office of Counternarcotics 
and the private firm Simeone Associates, Inc. That example will assist the public in 
learning about how private companies operate within the government framework. 

Although it is difficult to estimate the contribution to the public understanding, POGO 
believes that the requested records will further highlight DHS work that has been 
mentioned in the press, but without a comprehensive investigation of the facts, issues, 
and/or concerns. POGO hopes to answer some of the questions posed by the press on this 
issue. 

<!--[if! supportLists ]-->(3) <!--[ endif]-->Describe the size and nature of the public to 
who's understanding a contribution will be made. 

POGO disseminates information about its activities to thousands of concerned citizens, 
policymakers, and the media via email, direct mail, and its web site http://www.pogo.org, 
which receives over 500,000 hits monthly. Additionally, POGO has a blog that receives 
approximately 10,000 page views each month. The information provided by DHS may 
be used for the following activities: publication by email, on our website, in reports, and 
newsletters issued by POGO to POGO supporters, the public, the media, nonprofit 
organizations, Congress, Executive Branch officials, and other policymakers. 

<!--[if! supportLists ]-->( 4) <!--[ endif]-->Describe the likely impact on the public's 
understanding of the subject as compared to the level of public understanding of the 
subject before disclosure. 

To often the media and the public jump at the first rumor that a contract is illegal or that a 
government official is corrupt. POGO's investigation will look at those aspects before and 
after contract award. That example, along with some others, will assist the public in 
learning about the integrity of the government and public service and how the 
government prevents violations. POGO hopes that the requested documents will allow us 
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to go further than the media accounts of the topic. 

<!--(if !supportLists]-->(S) <!--[endif}->Does the requester have a commercial interest in 
the disclosure? 

POGO does not charge for access to its web site, investigative reports, newsletters, or 
other publications. Additionally, POGO does not have a financial or commercial interest 
in the contracts and related information sought in the attached FOIA request. 

Please contact me if this request requires further clarification. Thank you for your prompt 
attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Orenstein 
Researcher 
Project On Government Oversight 
(b) (6) 
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U.S. Dq>art111e11t of Homeland Stturity 
Washington, DC 20528 

fl· Homeland 
• Security 

Via email: (b) (6) 
Mr. Eric Orenstein 
Researcher 
Project On Government Oversight 

September 25, 2008 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 08-838/ Orenstein request 

Dear Mr. Orenstein: 

Privacy Office. Mail Stop 0550 

This acknowledges receipt of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, and your fee 
waiver request, to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), dated and received in this office 
on September 19, 2008. You are seeking the following documents: 

1. DHS-CNO/USIC or DHS-OCNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2004) 

2. DHS-CNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2005) 

3. DHS-CNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2006) 

4. DHS-CNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2007) 

5. Any reports, notes, memos, emails between Scott Chronister and the CNE Director or 
CNE Chief of Staff re: Simeone Associates Incorporated (SAI), Carnevale Associates, 
Homeland Security Institute (HSI). 

6. Any emails to or from Scott Chronister to the DHS-CNE Director concerning the need 
to develop performance measures. 

7. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence, including, but not limited 
to, ethics opinions, disqualification or recusal statements, between Scott Chronister and 
the CNE Counsel. 

8. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence, including, but not limited 
to, ethics opinions, disquali fication or recusal statements, between Scott Chronister and 
theDHS OGC. 

9. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence between John Leech and 
Scott Chronister re: SAI, Carnevale, HSI. 



10. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence between John Leech and 
Ron Simeone. 

12. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence between Scott Chronister . and any person, employed by or associated "th SAI C l · l d" R 
- John Carnevale, 

~ 
(b) (6) 

-~3 . Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence to or from Bruce 
Lichtman involving CNE contracts re: SAi, Carnevale, and HSI. 

and 

14. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence to or from Joseph Bendig 
involving CNE contracts re: SAI, Carnevale, and HSI. 

15. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence to or from Robert Peppler 
involving CNE contracts re: SAi, Carnevale, and HSI. 

16. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence from Melissa Sundberg 
involving CNE contracts re: SAI, Carnevale Associates, and HSI. 

17. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence sent to or from Mike 
Andrews related to SAi, Carnevale, HSI or any of their employees or agents. 

18. Minutes, notes, presentations, attendee lists or other similar records from November 
29, 2006 DHS-CNE meeting on performance measures and the progress of the pending 
Annual Report to Congress. 

19. All HSI contracts and related records for contracts with DHS-CNE. 

20. All SAi contracts and related records for contracts with DHS-CNE. 

21. All Carnevale Associate contracts and related record for contracts with DHS-CNE, 
including but not limited to working on CNE's annual report and performance measure 
model. 

22. Any records related DHS-IG investigation related to Scott Chronister. 

23. Any records related DHS-IG investigation related to SAL 

24. Any records related DHS-IG investigation related to Carnevale Associates. 

25. Any records related DHS-IG investigation related to HSI. 

26. Any Scott Chronister financial disclosure statements or records on file at DHS. 

www.dhs.gov 



27. Scott Chronister's meeting list, appointment book, or calendar from 2005 to the 
present. 

28. Scott Chronister's phone log from 2005 to the present. 

29. Scott Chronister's email log from 2005 to the present. 

30. Any emails from Simeone or Carnevale to DHS-CNE personnel concerning the work 
product of Mr. Selden Biggs, and/or responding to correspondence of Mr. Selden Biggs. 

31. Attendee lists and notes from meetings held between SAI, Carnevale, and HSI with 
DHS-CNE staff and/or representatives of DHS components in preparation for the 
production of any of the annual reports to Congress. 

As it relates to your fee waiver request, your request will be held in abeyance pending the 
quantification of responsive records. The DHS FOIA Regulations, 6 CFR § 5. l l(k)(2), set forth 
six factors to examine in determining whether the applicable legal standard for a fee waiver has 
been met: (1) Whether the subject of the requested records concerns "the operations or activities 
of the government;" (2) Whether the disclosure is "likely to contribute" to an understanding of 
government operations or activities; (3) Whether disclosure of the requested information will 
contribute to the understanding of the public at large, as opposed to the individual understanding 
of the requestor or a narrow segment of interested persons; (4) Whether the contribution to 
public understanding of government operations or activities will be "significant;" (5) Whether 
the requester has a commercial interest that would be furthered by the requested disclosure; and 
( 6) Whether the magnitude of any identified commercial interest to the requestor is sufficiently 
large in comparison with the public interest in disclosure, that disclosure is primarily in the 
commercial interest of the requestor. If any responsive records are located, we will consider 
these factors in our evaluation of your request for a fee waiver 

In the event that your fee waiver is denied, we shall charge you for records in accordance with 
the DHS Interim FOIA regulations as they apply to non-commercial requestors. As a non
commercial requestor you will be charged I 0-cents a page for duplication, although the first 100 
pages are free, as are the first two hours of search time, after which you will pay the per quarter
hour rate of the searcher. You will be promptly notified once a determination is made regarding 
your fee waiver request. 

I note that you already sent your request directly to the DHS Office of the General Counsel and 
the DHS Office of the Inspector General. Therefore, we have only queried the DHS Office of 
Counternarcoties Enforcement (CNE) to search for responsive documents. If CNE locates any 
responsive records, we will review them for determination of releasability. 

However, due to the increasing number of FOIA requests received by this office, we may 
encounter some delay in processing your request. Per Section 5.5(a) of the DHS FOIA 
regulations, 6 C.F.R. Part 5, the Department processes FOIA requests according to their order of 
receipt. Although DHS' goal is to respond within 20 business days of receipt of your request, 
the FOIA does permit a 10-day extension of this time period. Since your request seeks numerous 
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documents that will necessitate a thorough and wide-ranging search, and since the subject matter 
of your request is of substantial interest to two or more components of this Department, we will 
need to consult with those entities before we issue a final response. Accordingly, DHS will 
invoke a 10-day extension for your request, as allowed by Title 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B). If you 
care to narrow the scope of your request, please contact our office. 

Please be assured that one of the processors in our office will respond to your request as 
expeditiously as possible; however, there are currently 62 open requests ahead of yours. We 
appreciate your patience as we proceed with your request. 

Your request has been assigned reference number DHS/OS/PRIV 08-838/ Orenstein request. 
Please refer to this identifier in any future correspondence. You may contact this office at 866-
431-0486. 

re & FOIA Operations 

www.dhs.gov 



L.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, ix· 20528 

~~; Horne.land 
,,,,, ,,, S ecur1 ty 

Eric Orenstein 
666 ll 1h Street N.W. 
Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20001-4542 

October 15, 2008 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 08-838/0renstein request 

Dear Mr. Orenstein: 

Privacy Office, Mail Stop 0550 

This is the first interim response from this office to your Freedom oflnfonnation Act (FOIA) 
request to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), dated and received in this office on 
September 19, 2008. You are seeking the following documents: 

1. DHS-CNO/USIC or DHS-OCNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2004) 

2. DHS-CNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2005) 

3. DHS-CNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2006) 

4. DHS-CNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2007) 

5. Any reports, notes, memos, emails between Scott Chronister and the CNE Director or 
CNE Chief of Staff re: Simeone Associates Incorporated (SAI), Carnevale Associates, 
Homeland Security Institute (HSI). 

6. Any emails to or from Scott Chronister to the DHS-CNE Director concerning the need 
to develop performance measures. 

7. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence, including, but not limited 
to, ethics opinions, disqualification or recusal statements, between Scott Chronister and 
the CNE Counsel. 

8. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence, including, but not limited 
to, ethics opinions, disqualification or recusal statements, between Scott Chronister and 
theDHSOGC. 

9. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence between John Leech and 
Scott Chronister re: SAI, Carnevale, HSI. 



l 0. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence between John Leech and 
Ron Simeone. 

13. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence to or from Bruce 
Lichtman involving CNE contracts re: SAl, Carnevale, and HSI. 

14. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence to or from Joseph Bendig 
involving CNE contracts re: SAi, Carnevale, and HSI. 

15. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence to or from Robert Peppler 
involving CNE contracts re: SAi, Carnevale, and HSI. 

16. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence from Melissa Sundberg 
involving CNE contracts re: SAI, Carnevale Associates, and HSI. 

17. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence sent to or from Mike 
WJmll"elated to SAI, Carnevale, HSI or any of their employees or agents. 

18. Minutes, notes, presentations, attendee lists or other similar records from November 
29, 2006 DHS-CNE meeting on performance measures and the progress of the pending 
Annual Report to Congress. 

19. All HSI contracts and related records for contracts with DHS-CNE. 

20. All SAI contracts and related records for contracts with DHS-CNE. 

21. A 11 Carnevale Associate contracts and related record for contracts with DHS-CNE, 
including but not limited to working on CNE's annual report and performance measure 
model. 

22. Any records related DHS-IG investigation related to Scott Chronister. 

23. Any records related DHS-IG investigation related to SAI. 

24. Any records related DHS-IG investigation related to Carnevale Associates. 

25. Any records related DHS-IG investigation related to HSI. 

26. Any Scott Chronister financial disclosure statements or records on file at DHS. 

www.dhs.gov 



27. Scott Chronister's meeting list, appointment book, or calendar from 2005 to the 
present. 

28. Scott Chronister's phone log from 2005 to the present. 

29. Scott Chronister's email log from 2005 to the present. 

30. Any emails from Simeone or Carnevale to DHS-CNE personnel concerning the work 
product of Mr. Selden Biggs, and/or responding to correspondence of Mr. Selden Biggs. 

31. Attendee lists and notes from meetings held between SAI, Carnevale, and HSI with 
DHS-CNE staff and/or representatives of DHS components in preparation for the 
production of any of the annual reports to Congress. 

My September 25, 2008, acknowledgement of your request advised you that this office would 
process your request, as it relates to records of the Office of Counternarcotics Enforcement 
(CNE). To date, a search directed to CNE has produced 311 pages ofrecords response to Items 
1-4 of your request. After carefully reviewing this material, I determined that all 311 pages are 
appropriate for public release. They are enclosed in their entirety; no deletions or exemptions 
have been claimed. 

CNE continues to search for records responsive to the remaining items request. If any further 
responsive records are located, you will be notified as to their releasability. 

As it relates to your fee waiver request, you were notified via my September 25, 2008, 
acknowledgement letter that your request is being held in abeyance pending the quantification of 
responsive records. You will be promptly notified once a determination is made regarding your 
fee waiver request. 

We appreciate your patience as we continue to process your request. If you have any questions 
regarding this response, you may contact this office at 866-431-0486 or 703-235-0790. 

Enclosures: As stated 

Sit.;~1;.~
/ L· ·L ----

v ~ia T. Lockett - . ~~ 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
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Mr. Eric Orenstein 
Project on Government Oversight 
666 11th Street N.W., Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20001-4542 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 08-838 

Dear Mr. Orenstein: 

May 20, 2009 

.S. Department of Homeland Security 
ArlingtOn, Virginia 20598 

Privacy Office, Mail Stop 0655 

This is the second interim response from this office to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request 
to the Department of Homeland Security (OHS), dated and received in this office on September 19, 2008. 
You are seeking the following documents: 

L DHS-CNO/USIC or DHS-OCNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2004) 

2. DHS-CNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2005) 

3. DHS-CNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2006) 

4. DHS-CNE Annual Report to Congress (Reporting on FY2007) 

5. Any reports, notes, memos, emails between Scott Chronister and the CNE Director or CNE 
Chief of Staff re: Simeone Associates Incorporated (SAI), Carnevale Associates, Homeland 
Security Institute (HSI). 

6. Any emails to or from Scott Chronister to the DHS-CNE Director concerning the need to 
develop performance measures. 

7. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence, including, but not limited to, 
ethics opinions, disqualification or recusal statements, between Scott Chronister and the CNE 
Counsel. 

8. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence, including, but not limited to, 
ethics opinions, disqualification or recusal statements, between Scott Chronister and the OHS 
OGC. 

9. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence between John Leech and Scott 
Chronister re: SAi, Carnevale, HSI. 

10. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence between John Leech and Ron 
Simeone. 



13. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence to or from Bruce Lichtman 
involving CNE contracts re: SAI, Carnevale, and HSI. 

14. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence to or from Joseph Bendig 
involving CNE contracts re: SAI, Carnevale, and HSI. 

15. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence to or from Robert Peppler 
involving CNE contracts re: SAI, Carnevale, and HSI. 

16. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence from Melissa Sundberg involving 
CNE contracts re: SAI, Carnevale Associates, and HSI. 

l 7. Any reports, notes, memos, emails or other correspondence sent to or from Mike Andrews 
related to SAI, Carnevale, HSI or any of their employees or agents. 

18. Minutes, notes, presentations, attendee lists or other similar records from November 29, 2006 
OHS-CNE meeting on performance measures and the progress of the pending Annual Report 
to Congress. 

19. All HSI contracts and related records for contracts with OHS-CNE. 

20. All SAI contracts and related records for contracts with DHS-CNE. 

21. All Carnevale Associate contracts and related record for contracts with OHS-CNE, including 
but not limited to working on CNE's annual report and performance measure model. 

22. Any records related OHS-IG investigation related to Scott Chronister. 

23. Any records related OHS-IG investigation related to SAL 

24. Any records related OHS-IG investigation related to Carnevale Associates. 

25. Any records related OHS-JG investigation related to HSI. 

26. Any Scott Chronister financial disclosure statements or records on file at OHS. 

27. Scott Chronister's meeting list, appointment book, or calendar from 2005 to the present. 

28. Scott Chronister's phone log from 2005 to the present. 

29. Scott Chronister's email log from 2005 to the present. 

30. Any emails from Simeone or Carnevale to OHS-CNE personnel concerning the work product 
of Mr. Selden Biggs, and/or responding to correspondence of Mr. Selden Biggs. 



31. Attendee lists and notes from meetings held between SAi, Carnevale, and HSI with DHS
CNE staff and/or representatives of DHS components in preparation for the production of any 
of the annual reports to Congress. 

My September 25, 2008, acknowledgement of your request advised you that this office would process 
your request, as it relates to records of the Office of Countemarcotics Enforcement (CNE). 

In our first interim response on October 15, 2008, I determined that 311 pages produced by CNE were 
responsive to Items 1-4 of your request and were appropriate for public release. They were included as 
an enclosure in your first interim response in their entirety; no deletions or exemptions were claimed. 

To date, a search directed to CNE produced an additional 286 pages of records, which are responsive to 
Items 5-8 of your request. After carefully reviewing this material, I have determined that 41 pages of the 
records are releasable in their entirety, 149 pages are partially releasable, and 96 pages are withheld in 
their entirety pursuant to Title 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(2)(1ow), (b)(2)(high), (b)(5), (b)(6), (b)(7)(E). 

Enclosed are 190 pages with certain information withheld as described below. 

FOIA Exemption 2(high) protects information applicable to internal administrative and personnel matters, 
such as operating rules, guidelines, and manual of procedures of examiners or adjudicators, to the extent 
that disclosure would risk circumvention of an agency regulation or statute, impede the effectiveness of 
an agency's activities, or reveal sensitive information that may put the security and safety of an agency 
activity or employee at risk. Whether there is any public interest in disclosure is legally irrelevant. 
Rather, the concern under high 2 is that a FOIA disclosure should not benefit those attempting to violate 
the law and avoid detection. 

FOIA Exemption 2(low) protects information applicable to internal administrative personnel matters to 
the extent that the information is of a relatively trivial nature and there is no public interest in the 
document. 

FOIA Exemption 5 protects from disclosure those inter- or intra-agency documents that are normally 
privileged in the civil discovery context. The three most frequently invoked privileges are the 
deliberative process privilege, the attorney work-product privilege, and the attorney-client privilege. 

After carefully reviewing the responsive documents, I determined that portions of the responsive 
documents qualify for protection under the: 

• Deliberative Process Privilege 
The deliberative process privilege protects the integrity of the deliberative or decision-making 
processes within the agency by exempting from mandatory disclosure opinions, conclusions, and 
recommendations included within inter-agency or intra-agency memoranda or letters. The release 
of this internal information would discourage the expression of candid opinions and inhibit the 
free and frank exchange of information among agency personnel. 

• Attorney-Client Privilege 
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his 
client relating to a legal matter for which the client has sought professional advice. It applies to 
facts divulged by a client to his attorney, and encompasses any opinions given by an attorney to 
his client based upon, and thus reflecting, those facts, as well as communications between 
attorneys that reflect client-supplied information. The attorney-client privilege is not limited to 
the context oflitigation. 



FOIA Exemption 6 exempts from disclosure personnel or medical files and similar files the release of 
which would cause a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. This requires a balancing of the 
public's right to disclosure against the individual's right privacy. The privacy interests of the individuals 
in the records you have requested outweigh any minimal public interest in disclosure of the information. 
Any private interest you may have in that information does not factor into the aforementioned balancing 
test. 

Exemption 7(E) protects records compiled for law enforcement purposes, the release of which would 
disclose techniques and/or procedures for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would 
disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could reasonably 
be expected to risk circumvention of the law. I determined that disclosure oflaw enforcement checkpoint 
locations and surveillance techniques could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law. 
Additionally, the techniques and procedures at issue are not well known to the public. 

Please also note that the list of requested items above reflects the list provided in your September 20, 
2008 request. That list did not include an Item #11. 

As it relates to your fee waiver request, you were notified via my September 25, 2008, acknowledgement 
letter that your request is being held in abeyance pending the quantification of responsive records. You 
will be promptly notified once a determination is made regarding your fee waiver request. 

We appreciate your patience as we continue to process your request. If you have any questions regarding 
this response, you may contact this office at 866-431-0486 or 703-235-0790. 

I 

nia T. ~ 
ssociate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 

\. 



United States Southern Command 
Attn: SCJl-A/FOIA 
3511NW9lst Av 
Miami FL 33172-1217 
FAX: (305)4371175 

July 31, 2008 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-531/Kornbluh request 

Dear FOIA/P A Officer: 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, OC 20528 

Please refer to the enclosed Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated February 28, 2007, and 
submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Peter Kombluh. The requester is seeking 
a copy of all documents related in whole or in part to the preparations for two meetings to review Cuba 
contingency plans that took place between December 2006 and February 15, 2007. 

While processing this FOIA request, we identified records, totaling 14 pages, which contain information 
that may be of interest to your agency. Please review this information [bracketed] and return the 
documents to us, making any necessary deletions and citing any exemptions claimed. Also, please 
enclose a copy of your agency appeal procedures. The DHS will respond directly to the requester, giving 
the requester your agency appeal rights for your agency's withholding determinations. 

Please return the documents, your comments, and appeal procedures to: 

Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
The Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
245 Murray Drive SW, Building 410 
STOP-0550 
Washington, DC 20528-0550 
FAX: 703-235-0443 

Please reference DHS/OS/PRIV 07-531/Kornblub request in your response. 

Thank you in advance for your courteous assistance in this matter. If you have any questions, please 
contact this office at 703-235-0790, or by calling our toll free number (866) 431-0486. 

Enclosures: 

sociate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 

FOIA Request, dated February 28, 2007 
Responsive Documents ( 14 pages) 



Department of Justice 
FOIA/PA Mail Referral Unit 
Room 115 
LOC Building 
Washington, DC 20530 
FAX: (301) 341-0772 

July 31, 2008 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-531/Kornbluh request 

Dear FOIA/PA Officer: 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

Homeland 
Security 

Please refer to the enclosed Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated February 28, 2007, and 
submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Peter Kombluh. The requester is seeking 
a copy of all documents related in whole or in part to the preparations for two meetings to review Cuba 
contingency plans that took place between December 2006 and February 15, 2007. 

While processing this FOIA request, we identified records, totaling 14 pages, which contain information 
that may be of interest to your agency. Please review this information [bracketed] and return the 
documents to us, making any necessary deletions and citing any exemptions claimed. Also, please 
enclose a copy of your agency appeal procedures. The DHS will respond directly to the requester, giving 
the requester your agency appeal rights for your agency's withholding determinations. 

Please return the documents, your comments, and appeal procedures to: 

Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
The Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
245 Murray Drive SW, Building 410 
STOP-0550 
Washington, DC 20528-0550 
FAX: 703-235-0443 

Please reference DHS/OS/PRIV 07-531/Kornbluh request in your response. 

Thank you in advance for your courteous assistance in this matter. If you have any questions, please 
contact this office at 703-235-0790. 

Enclosures: 

Yam 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FO Operations 

FOIA Request, dated February 28, 2007 
Responsive Documents (14 pages) 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Mary Ronan 
Director, Access Management 
National Security Council 
725 17th Street, N.W., Room 5013 
Washington, D.C. 20506 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-531 

Dear Ms. Ronan: 

April 15, 2008 

l .S. Oecpartmcnt of llomela nd Security 
Washington, OC 20528 

~Q~ Homeland i. l: s· ecun·ty 
<'1.• o ~t>(; 

Privacy Office 

Please refer to the enclosed Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated May 15, 2007, 
and submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DRS) by Peter Kombluh of the National 
Security Archive. The requester is seeking copies of all documents related in whole or in part to 
two meetings to review Cuban contingency plans that took place between December 2006 and 
February 15, 2007. 

During our search for records responsive to the referenced FOIA request, we located one 
classified record that originated within the National Security Counci l (NSC). Accordingly, I am 
referring this document to your office for review and determination as to its releasability under 
the FOIA. Please review the attached document and return your release recommendations to this 
office. Should you determine that there are segregable, unclassified portions, you may wish to 
bracket the infonnation you determine not releaseable, cite any FOIA exemptions claimed, and 
return the document to this office. You may also wish to submit a program statement 
articulating the basis for withholding, if appropriate. 

Please return the documents and your comments to this office at: 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Privacy Office (FOIA) 
245 Murray Lane, SW., Mail Stop #0550 
Washington, DC 20528-0550. 

Please reference DHS/OS/PRIV 07-531 in your response. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Unclassified Upon Removal of C lassified Attachments 



Again, thank you for your courteous assistance in this matter. If you have any questions, please 
contact this office at 703-235-0790 or 1-866-431-0486. / .., 

Sincere ( / -) 

;; ---u 
/ / , 

Vania T. Loe ett 
Associate Director, Discl FOIA Operations 

Enclosures: As stated 



From : p r vs (b) fn) 
(b) (6) [mailto : p r On Behalf Of 

Oprison, Chr~ 

Sent : Friday, May 23 , 2008 9 : 26 AM 
To : Lockett , Vania 
Subj ect : Out o f Office Aut oReply : FOI A Request for Road Home Records 

Thank you fo r your email . I will be out of t he office unt il Friday May 23 . 
I will have inter mittent access t o emai l and wi ll be checki ng voi ce messages 
per i odically . I will r eturn your email or phone message as soon as 
p ossible . If you need immedi a t e ass i s t ance, please call~· Thank 
you . 



- - - - - Or igin 
From : p r vs 
[mailto : p r 
O' Donoghue , 

(b' fR) 
_(b) (6) 

Sent : Thur sday, June 1 9 , 2008 10 :4 5 PM 
To : 
Cc : 
Sub 

(b) (6) 
s t fo r Road Home Recor ds 

Vania , 

On Behalf Of 

We a r e still r eviewing the document s . Have any o t he r agenci es we i ghed 
in with comments at this point ? I f so, pe r haps we could discuss by 
phone next week . 

Sincer ely, 

Gr aham 

- - - - - Or iginal Message- - - -
From : Lockett , Vania [mailt o 
Sent : Thur sday, June 1 9 , 200 
To : O' Donoghue , R . G 
Cc : Lockett , Vania ; 
Subj ect : RE : FOIA R 

_(b) (6) 

Mr. O' Donoghue , 

=(b )(2)1ow (b )(6) 

Recor ds 

I wanted to f ollow up with you r egar d i ng t he Road Home FOI A r equest t o 
find out if your o ff ice has had a chance t o r eview t he b r acket ed set of 
reco r ds that we sent to your offi ce ear l i e r t h i s mont h , cont aining our 
r ecommended withholdings . 

Thanks . 

Vania T . Lockett , CIPP/G 

you r equi r e 
t elephone call, 

Asso ciate Di r ecto r , Disclosur e & FOI A Ope r a t ions Pr ivacy Office U. S . 
Depar tment o f Homeland Secur i t y 
Office : 1 . 866 . 431 . 0486 o r 703 . 235 . 0790 
Fax : 703 . 235 . 0443 
Web : http : //www . dhs . gov/foia 

- - - - - Origin 
From : p r vs (b' tR) 

.(b) (6) [mailto : p r On Behalf Of 
O' Donoghue , 
Sent : Monday, June 02 , 2008 7 : 50 PM 
To : Cur ley, Car ol <CTR> 
Cc : Lockett , Vania 
Subj ect : RE : FOIA Request fo r Road Home Recor ds 

Thank you . 



- - - - - 0 
From : (b) (6) 
Sent : 

[mailto 
08 8 : 39 

To : O ' Donoghue , R . Gr aham F. 
Cc : Lockett , Vania 

.(b )(2)1ow (b )(6) 

Subj ect : RE : FOIA Request fo r Road Home Records 

Mr. O' Donoghue , 
Please find attached a copy of the FOI A r e quest fo r t he Road Home 
Recor ds . 

- ds , 

- - - - - Or igin 
From : R 
[mailt 
O' Dono 

On Behalf Of 

Sent : Friday, May 23 , 2008 1 2 : 29 PM 
To : Lockett , Vania 
Cc : Oprison , Chr istopher G.; 
Subj ect : RE : FOIA Request fo 

(b) (6) <CTR> ; 
cor ds 

(b) (6) 

Vania : 

(b) (6) Please coor dinate with 
message . Given the si 
mater ials be sent via cour ier. 

Thanks , 
Gr aham 

f r om my office who is copied on t his 
d Home file , I would p r efe r t he 



From:  [mailto:   
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2008 10:33 AM 
To: Lockett, Vania 
Subject: RE: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 
 
Vania: 
 
Thank you – I just received them and will bring them to Chris for review. 
 

 
 

 
From: Lockett, Vania [mailto:   
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2008 10:06 AM 
To: . 
Subject: RE: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 
 
Ms. , 
 
We will have a courier deliver the documents to you today.  Thank you. 
 
Vania T. Lockett 
 

 
From: Oprison, Christopher G. [mailto:   
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2008 7:21 PM 
To: Lockett, Vania 
Cc:  
Subject: RE: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 
 
Vania - thanks for your email.  Please coordinate with either  

 from my office, copied on this email, about how to get the material to us.  Thanks much.  
Have a great weekend. 
  
Chris 
 

 
From: Lockett, Vania [mailto:   
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2008 10:43 AM 
To: Oprison, Christopher G. 
Subject: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 

Chris, 
 
I have a FOIA request from the Associated Press for records of correspondence related to the Road Home 
homeowner grant program in Louisiana and Mississippi.  We found about 600 pages of e-mails that include 
communications between DHS and the White House so we’d like to send the records to your office for a 
consult prior to making a release determination.  Due to the volume, I wanted to check with you to 
determine the most efficient way to get this material to your office.  Please let me know if you have a 
preference for method of delivery.  Thanks.  
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 

(b) (6)

(b)(2)low (b)(6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b)(2)low (b)(6)



Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
  
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, use or 
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply immediately 
to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
 

 
 



- - - - - Or igin 
From : p r vs 
[mailto : p r 
O ' Donoghue , R . 

(b' fR) 
1(b) (6) 

Sent : Friday, May 23 , 2008 1 2 : 29 PM 
To : Lockett , Vania 
Cc : Opr ison , Chr istopher G.; 
Subj ect : RE : FOIA Request f o 

Vania : 

(b) (6) <CTR> ; 
cor ds 

(b) (6) 

On Behalf Of 

(b) (6) Please coor dinate with 
message . Given the si 
materials be sent via cour ier . 

f r om my offi ce who i s copi ed on t his 
d Home file, I would p r efe r t he 

Thanks , 
Gr aham 

- - - - - Or iginal Message- - - -
From : Lockett , Vania [mailto 
Sent : Friday, May 23 , 2008 9 . 
To : O ' Donoghue , R . Gr aham F.; 
Cc : Oprison , Chr istopher G.; 
Subj ect : RE : FOIA Request f o 

Mr. O' Donoghue , 

(b )(2)1ow (b )(6) 

(b) (6) 

Per our last telephone conver sation , my office has r eviewed a por t ion of 
the documents that wer e sent to the Whit e House fo r a consult , and we 
have begun applying the FOIA Exempti ons and r edact ing t he mat e r i al 
accor dingly . I want to r un the r edact ed ve r sions of t he mat e r ial by 
your o ffice f o r review so that you can get a feel fo r how DHS int ends t o 
r elease the mater ial and whether you r office concu r s wit h o u r 
r ecommended withholdings . 

Please let me kno w the best way to delive r t he mat e r ial t o you . We do 
have it available electr onically in PDF fo r m (best viewed wit h Adobe 
Acr obat 8 . 0) . However, if you prefer t hat we send i t via cour i e r, 
please let me know . 

Thanks . 

Vania T . Lockett 
Associate Di r ector, Disclosur e & FOI A Ope r a t i ons 
Pr ivacy Office 
U. S . Depar tment of Homeland Secur ity 
Office : 1 . 866 . 431 . 0486 o r (b)(2)1ow (b)(6) 
Fax : 703 . 235 . 0443 
Web : http : //www . dhs . gov/fo ia 

- - - - - Or igin 
From : p r 
[mailto 
Oprison , 

th) fn) 
(b) (6) 

Sent : Wednesday, Apr il 30 , 2008 1 : 03 PM 
To : Lockett , Vania 

On Behalf Of 



Cc : O' Donoghue , R. Gr aham F. 
Subj ect : Re : FOIA Request fo r Road Home Records 

Sorry - was waiting fo r your call . Am calling now 
Chr istopher G. Opr ison 
Associate Counsel to the Pr esident 

- - - - - Or iginal Message 
From : Lockett , Vania > ·(b )(2)low (b )(6) 
To : Opr ison, Chr istop 
Sent : Wed Apr 30 12 : 59 : 03 2008 
Subj ect : RE : FOIA Request fo r Road Home Records 

Chr is - Ar e you planning t o call my office a t l pm? 

th) rR' 
(b) (6) 

From : p r 
[mailto 
Opr ison, 
Sent : Tuesday, Apr il 29 , 2008 2 : 56 PM 
To : Lockett , Vania 
Cc : O' Donoghue , R. Gr aham F . 
Subj ect : RE : FOIA Request fo r Road Home Recor ds 

] On Behalf Of 

Vania - yes . My apologies fo r t he delay i n r espond i ng . My colleague 
Gr aham O' Donoghue , copied on t his email, has r eviewed t he file . We 
would like to discuss with you t omorrow aft e r noon . Ar e you avai lable a t 
lpm? 

From : Lockett , Vania [mailt o 
Sent : Tuesday, Apr il 29 , 200 
To : Opr ison, Chr istopher G. 

=(b )(2)1ow (b )(6) 

Subj ect : FW : FOIA Request fo r Road Home Records 
Impor tance : High 

Chr is , 

I am following up again to de t e r mi ne whet he r you have had a chance t o 
review the documents that my offi ce mai led t o you i n Mar ch concer n i ng 
the Road Home homeowner g r ant p r ogr am . Upon fu r t he r r eview, I have 
deter mined that the document s also cont ain Off ice of Management and 
Budget (OMB) equities so I will be sending copies t o OMB fo r r eview as 
well . 



 
Thanks. 
 
 
Vania 
 
  
 
  _____   
 
From: Lockett, Vania  
Sent: Tuesday, April 15, 2008 10:02 AM 
To: Oprison, Christopher G. 
Subject: FW: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 
 
  
 
Chris, 
 
  
 
I just wanted to follow up to see if you have had a chance to look at 
the records that we sent to your office for review in March.  Thanks. 
 
 
Vania 
 
  
 
  _____   
 
From:  [mailto   
Sent: 08 10:33
To: Lockett, Vania 
Subject: RE: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 
 
  
 
Vania: 
 
  
 
Thank you - I just received them and will bring them to Chris for 
review. 
 
  

 

  
 
  _____   
 
From: Lockett, Vania [mailto   
Sent 2008
To:  
Subj t for Road Home Records 

(b) (6)(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b)(2)low (b)(6)



 
  
 
Ms.  
 
  
 
We will have a courier deliver the documents to you today.  Thank you. 
 
 
Vania T. Lockett 
 
  
 
  _____   
 
From: Op
[mailto:   
Sent: Fr
To: 
Cc:  
Subj  Records 
 
  
 

l.  Please coordinate with either  
 from my office, copied on this em out 
s.  Thanks much.  Have a great weekend. 

 
  
 
Chris 
 
  
 
  _____   
 
From: Lockett, Vania [mailto   
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2008
To: Oprison, Christopher G. 
Subject: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 
 
Chris, 
 
  
 
I have a FOIA request from the Associated Press for records of 
correspondence related to the Road Home homeowner grant program in 
Louisiana and Mississippi.  We found about 600 pages of e-mails that 
include communications between DHS and the White House so we'd like to 
send the records to your office for a consult prior to making a release 
determination.  Due to the volume, I wanted to check with you to 
determine the most efficient way to get this material to your office. 
Please let me know if you have a preference for method of delivery. 
Thanks.  
 
  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b)(2)low (b)(6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)



 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
 
Privacy Office 
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
 
  
 
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal 
and state law governing electronic communications and may contain 
confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution, use or copying of this message is strictly 
prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply 
immediately to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 



- - - - - 0 
From : 
[mail 
O ' Don g 

(b' fR) 
(b) (6) 

Sent : Wednesday, September 03, 2008 9 : 2 4 AM 
To : 

On Behalf Of 

Vania -- We a r e curr ently reviewing t he document s, but given t he volume 
in question , I cannot tell you at this poi n t when our r evi ew will be 
complete . As you know, the White House does not have a FOI A office and 
the FOIA consultation p r ocess is conduct ed by only a handful of 
attor neys with a multitude of other commit ment s . I will be back t o you 
when our r eview is complete . Please do infor m us when you have hear d 
f r om FEMA and, if FEMA asser ts that any exempt ions apply, please advise . 

Gr aham 

- - - - - Or iginal Message- - - -
From : Lockett , Vania [mailt 
Sent : Wednesday, September 

·(b )(2)1ow (b )(6) 
I 

To : 
Cc : 
Sub 

(b) (6) 

Gr aham, 

Thanks . 

Vania 

- - - - - Or igin 
From : prvs 
[mailto : p r 
O ' Donoghue , 

(b' fn) 
_(b) (6) 

am F.; Lockett , Vania 

st fo r Road Home Recor ds 

Sent : Thur sday, June 1 9 , 2008 1 0 :4 5 PM 
To : 
Cc : 
Sub 

(b) (6) 
s t fo r Road Home Recor ds 

Vania , 

your r eview 

On Behalf Of 

We a r e still r eviewing the document s . Have any o t her agencies weighed 



in with comments at this poi n t ? I f so, pe r haps we could d iscuss by 
phone next week . 

Sincer ely, 

Gr aham 

-----Or iginal Message----
From : Lockett , Vania [mailt o 
Sent : Thur sday , June 1 9 , 200 
To : O' Donoghue , R . G 
Cc : Lockett , Vania ; 
Subj ect : RE : FOIA R 

_(b) (6) 

Mr. O' Donoghue , 

=(b )(2)1ow (b )(6) 

Records 

I wanted to follow up with you r egarding t he Road Home FOI A r e quest t o 
find out if your office has had a chance t o r evi ew t he b r acket e d set of 
r ecor ds that we sent to your office earlie r t his mont h, cont aining our 
recommended withholdings . 

you r equir e 
fu r ther infor mation o r would like t o set up anot he r t elephone call , 
please let me know . 

Thanks . 

Vania T . Lockett , CIPP/G 
Associate Di r ector, Disclosur e & FOI A Ope r a t ions Pr ivacy Office U. S . 
Department of Homeland Secur i t y 
Office : 1 . 866 . 431 . 0486 o r 703 . 235 . 0790 
Fax : 703 . 235 . 0443 
Web : http : //www . dhs . gov/foia 

--- - - Or igin 
From : p r vs 
[mailto : p r 
O' Donoghue , 

(h) (f)) 
(b) (6) 

Sent 
To : 

e 02 , 2008 7 : 50 PM 
<CTR> (b) (6) 

Cc : a 
Subj ect : RE : FOIA Request fo r Road Home Records 

Thank you . 

- - - - - 0 ge-----
From : <CTR> [mailt 
Sent : 02, 2008 8 : 39 

·(b )(2)1ow (b )(6) 
To : O' Donoghue , R . Gr aham F . 
Cc : Lockett , Vania 
Subj ect : RE : FOIA Request fo r Road Home Records 

Mr. O' Donoghue , 

On Behalf Of 

Please find attached a copy of t he FOI A r e quest fo r t he Road Home 
Recor ds . 

- ds , 



-----Or igin 
From : p r vs 
[mailto : p r 
O ' Donoghue , 

(b' fR) 
_(b) (6) On Behalf Of 

Sent : Friday, May 23 , 2008 1 2 : 29 PM 
To : Lockett , Vania 
Cc : Opr ison , Chr istopher G.; 
Subj ect : RE : FOIA Request fo 

(b) (6) 

Vania : 

(b) (6) Please coor dinate with 
message . Given the si 
materials be sent via cour ier . 

Thanks , 
Gr aham 

f r om my office who is copied on t his 
d Home file, I would p r efe r t he 



From: prvs=  
[mailto:prvs=  On Behalf Of Oprison, 
Christopher G. 
Sent: Tuesday, April 29, 2008 2:56 PM 
To: Lockett, Vania 
Cc: O'Donoghue, R. Graham F. 
Subject: RE: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 
 
Vania - yes.  My apologies for the delay in responding.  My colleague Graham O'Donoghue, 
copied on this email, has reviewed the file.  We would like to discuss with you tomorrow 
afternoon. Are you available at 1pm? 
 

 
From: Lockett, Vania [mailto:   
Sent: Tuesday, April 29, 2008 2:38 PM 
To: Oprison, Christopher G. 
Subject: FW: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 
Importance: High 

Chris, 
 
I am following up again to determine whether you have had a chance to review the documents that my 
office mailed to you in March concerning the Road Home homeowner grant program.  Upon further 
review, I have determined that the documents also contain Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
equities so I will be sending copies to OMB for review as well. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Vania 
 

 
From: Lockett, Vania  
Sent: Tuesday, April 15, 2008 10:02 AM 
To: Oprison, Christopher G. 
Subject: FW: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 
 
Chris, 
 
I just wanted to follow up to see if you have had a chance to look at the records that we sent to your office 
for review in March.  Thanks. 
 
Vania 
 

 
From:  [mailto: ]  
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2008 10:33 AM 
To: Lockett, Vania 
Subject: RE: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 
 
Vania: 
 
Thank you – I just received them and will bring them to Chris for review. 
 

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b)(2)low (b)(6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)



 
 

 
From: Lockett, Vania [mailto:   
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2008 10:06 AM 
To:  
Subject: RE: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 
 
Ms. , 
 
We will have a courier deliver the documents to you today.  Thank you. 
 
Vania T. Lockett 
 

 
From: Oprison, Christopher G. [mailto: ]  
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2008 7:21 PM 
To: Lockett, Vania 
Cc:  
Subject: RE: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 
 
Vania - thanks for your email.  Please coordinate with either  

 from my office, copied on this email, about how to get the material to us.  Thanks much.  
Have a great weekend. 
  
Chris 
 

 
From: Lockett, Vania [mailto:   
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2008 10:43 AM 
To: Oprison, Christopher G. 
Subject: FOIA Request for Road Home Records 

Chris, 
 
I have a FOIA request from the Associated Press for records of correspondence related to the Road Home 
homeowner grant program in Louisiana and Mississippi.  We found about 600 pages of e-mails that include 
communications between DHS and the White House so we’d like to send the records to your office for a 
consult prior to making a release determination.  Due to the volume, I wanted to check with you to 
determine the most efficient way to get this material to your office.  Please let me know if you have a 
preference for method of delivery.  Thanks.  
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
  
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, use or 

(b) (6)

(b)(2)low (b)(6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b)(2)low (b)(6)



copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply immediately 
to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
 

 
 



Mr. Graham O'Donoghue 
Office of the Counsel to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

May 27, 2008 

Re: DHS/OS!PRIV 07-873/ Kunzelman 

Dear Mr. O 'Donoghue: 

t .:.. Depntment of lloni~lond Security 
Woshing1on. [)(' 20528 

®'0 Homeland 
- °"'.,. - Security 

Pnvacy Office, Mail S1op 0550 

On March 11, 2008, we provided your office with copies of documents that are responsive to a 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 2007, and submitted to the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) by Michael Kunzelman of The Associated Press. 
Since those documents contain White House Office (WHO) equities, we asked that you review 
them for releasability under the FOlA and return them to us for our final review. We also 
determined that numerous other offices and agencies, such as the DHS Office of the Federal 
Coordinator for Gulf Coast Rebuilding (GCR), the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), 
the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), also had equities in those 
documents and we forwarded the documents to those offices for their releasability review. 

(b) (5) 

Further, we appreciate your input as to the releasability of WHO personnel names and e-mail 
addresses. Once you have had a chance to review the enclosed bracketed documents, we would 
like to set up another conference call with your office and include representatives from OCR. 

Please note that we did not bracket potentially exempt information in the OMB and HUD 
originated portions, as we are still awaiting their comments and recommendations. 



Thank you again for your courteous assistance in this matter. If you have any questions, please 
call me at 703-235-0790. 

Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 

Enclosures: Responsive documents (Bates #'s 349- 1149) 



From: Lockett, Vania  
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2008 10:27 AM 
To: efoia@ceq.eop.gov 
Cc: Lockett, Vania;  
Subject: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - CEQ.EOP document 
 
To:       Executive Office of the President 
            Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
            efoia@ceq.eop.gov 
             
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 
2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Michael 
Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is seeking copies of correspondence 
between DHS and state and local governments and the White House relating to the Road 
Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in 
Mississippi. 
 
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of responsive records 
that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are coordinating with the agencies 
involved and will issue a consolidated response to the requester. 
 
One record, totaling 8 pages, contains information that may be of interest to your agency.  
Please review the attached document, and provide your releasability comments.  As you 
can see, the responsive document is an email that was sent to CEQ employees.  
Therefore, we need to know your policy with respect to the release of CEQ employee 
names and email addresses.  If you would like DHS to withhold the names and e-mail 
addresses of CEQ employees, please provide the basis for withholding this information as 
well as your appeal rights.  As noted above, DHS will issue a consolidated response. 
 
Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed document.  
Since our review of the enclosed document is not yet complete, and since the document 
may be subject to further redactions, please do not release the enclosed document at any 
time without consulting this office. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter.  If you have any 
questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist, , at 703-235-0790. 
  
Regards, 
 
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, use or 
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply immediately 
to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
 



Mr. Christopher Opnson 
Office of the Counse l to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pcnnsy Ivan 1a A venue, N. W. 
Wash ington , D.C. 20500 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIY 07-873/ Kunzelman 

Dear Mr. Opri::>on: 

March 11, 2008 

l..S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washiogton, DC 20528 

Homeland 
Security 

Please refer 10 the enclosed Freedom of Information Act (FOlA) request, dated June 7, 2007, and 
submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Michael Kunzelman with the Associate 
Press. The requester i::; seeking copies of all written correspondence relating to the state's Road Home 
homeowner grant program in Louisiana and the Homeowner's Grant Program in Mississippi. In 
particular, he i~ seek ing copies of Road Home-related correspondence with state officials in Louisiana 
and Mississippi, as 'Well as other White House staff members. 

While processing this FO!A request, we identified records, totaling 600 pages, that contain information 
that may be of interest to your agency. Please review th is information [bracketed in red) and return the 
documents to us, maki ng any necessary deletions and citing any exemptions claimed. Also, please 
enclose a copy of your agency appeal procedures. The DHS will respond directly to the requester, giving 
the requester your agency appeal rights for your agency's withholding determinations. 

Please return the documents. your comments, and appeal procedures to: 

Vania T Lockett 
Department of Homeland Security 
Privacy Office, Mail Stop 0550 
145 Murray Lane; SW 
Washing1on, DC 20528-0550 

Please referen~e DHS/OS/ PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman in your response. 

Tha nk you in ad vance for your courteous assistance in this matter. If you have any questions, please 

contact this office .. 703-235-0790. e:c·r :(- ~ ·L 
vLa T. ~oder: 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 

Enclosures (2): FOIA Request, dated Jur)e 7, 2007; Responsive Documents (600 pages) 



From: Lockett, Vania  
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2008 4:04 PM 
To: EFoia@doc.gov 
Cc: Lockett, Vania;  
Subject: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - DOC document 
 
To:       Department of Commerce  (DOC) 
            Brenda Dolan 
            FOIA/PA Officer 
            EFoia@doc.gov 
 
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 
2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Michael 
Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is seeking copies of correspondence 
between DHS and state and local governments and the White House relating to the Road 
Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in 
Mississippi. 
 
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of responsive records 
that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are coordinating with the agencies 
involved and will issue a consolidated response to the requester. 
 
One record, totaling 7 pages, contains information that may be of interest to your agency.  
Please review the attached document, and provide your releasability comments.  As you 
can see, the responsive document is an email that was sent to DOC employees.  
Therefore, we need to know your policy with respect to the release of DOCI employee 
names and email addresses.  If you would like DHS to withhold the names and e-mail 
addresses of DOC employees, please provide the basis for withholding this information 
as well as your appeal rights.  As noted above, DHS will issue a consolidated response. 
 
Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed document.  
Since our review of the enclosed document is not yet complete, and since the document 
may be subject to further redactions, please do not release the enclosed document at any 
time without consulting this office. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter.  If you have any 
questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist, , at 703-235-0790. 
  
Regards, 
 
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, use or 
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply immediately 
to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
 



 
From: OConnor, William [mailto:WOConnor@eda.doc.gov]  
Sent: Friday, April 25, 2008 4:41 PM 
To: Lockett, Vania 
Cc: Bird, Barry; Boyd, Harriette L.; Fifer, Patsy; Oliphant, Tashima 
Subject: DHS/OS/PRIV 07873 Kunzelman request 
 

Dear Ms. Lockett: 

The Office of Chief Counsel of the Economic Development Administration (EDA) has reviewed 
the seven (7) page e-mail forwarded by you to the Department of Commerce with respect to the 
above FOIA and has no objection to the release of the name of Suzie Terrell, and the Bureau’s 
initials, located on the first page on the document.  

Please contact me at (215) 597-7806 or woconnor@eda.doc.gov should you have any 
questions.  Thank you. 

William O’Connor 

Attorney Advisor  

Office of Chief Counsel 



From: Morris, Alexander [mailto:Alexander.Morris@hq.doe.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2008 10:08 AM 
To: Lockett, Vania 
Subject: RE: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - DOE document 
 
Ms. Lockett, 
  
The DOE email addresses can be released.  This is the only information the document that I 
determined was DOE information.  If there is some other information the document that DOE 
needs to review, please let me know. 
  
v/r 
  
Chris Morris 
Information Access Specialist 
FOIA and Privacy Act Office 
Office of Information Resources 
 

 
From: Lockett, Vania [mailto   
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2008 8:58 AM 
To: Morris, Alexander 
Cc: Lockett, Vania;  
Subject: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - DOE document 

To:       Department of Energy (DOE) 
            Attn:  Alexander Morris 
            FOIA/PA Division 
            Alexander.morris@hq.doe.gov 
        
 
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 
2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Michael 
Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is seeking copies of correspondence 
between DHS and state and local governments and the White House relating to the Road 
Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in 
Mississippi. 
 
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of responsive records 
that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are coordinating with the agencies 
involved and will issue a consolidated response to the requester. 
 
One record, totaling 8 pages, contains information that may be of interest to your agency.  
Please review the attached document, and provide your releasability comments.  As you 
can see, the responsive document is an email that was sent to DOE employees.  
Therefore, we need to know your policy with respect to the release of DOE employee 
names and email addresses.  If you would like DHS to withhold the names and e-mail 
addresses of DOE employees, please provide the basis for withholding this information 
as well as your appeal rights.  As noted above, DHS will issue a consolidated response. 

(b) (6)

(b)(2)low (b)(6)



 
Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed document.  
Since our review of the enclosed document is not yet complete, and since the document 
may be subject to further redactions, please do not release the enclosed document at any 
time without consulting this office. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter.  If you have any 
questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist, , at 703-235-0790. 
  
Regards, 
 
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
  
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, use or 
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply immediately 
to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

(b) (6)



---Or iginal Message-----
From : Linda_ Thomas@nbc . gov [mailt o : Linda_ Thomas@nbc . gov] On Behalf Of 
Sue_ Ellen_ Sloca@nbc . gov 
Sent : Wednesday, Apr il 23, 2008 9 : 18 AM 
To : Lockett , Vania 
Subj ect : Re : Fw: DHS/OS/PRI V 07 - 873 Kunzelman request - DOI document 

Dear Ms . Lockett : 

Thank you fo r the oppor tunit y t o review t his document . By way of 
backgr ound, on June 7, 2007, Mi chael Kunzelman of t he Associat ed Press 
filed a FOIA r equest with t he Depar t ment of Homeland Securit y, seeking : 

" [E]lectr onic mail re lat ing t o t he s t a t e's Road Home homeowner grant 
p r ogr am in Louisiana and t he Homeowner's Grant Program i n Mi ssiss i ppi . I n 
par ticular , I am r equesting copies of your Road Home - relat ed correspondence 
with state officials in Louisiana and Miss i ssippi , as well as wit h o t her 
White House staff member s ." 

The Depar tment of Homeland Securit y locat ed one responsive record which had 
a connection with the Depart ment of t he I n t eri o r, and forwarded t his 
document to the Depar tment of t he I n t erior for a release det erminat ion . 
The Office of the Secr etary FOI A offi ce rece i ved t his document referral on 
Apr il 22, 2008, and assigned i t cont r ol number OS - 2008- 00330 for 
p r ocessing . 

We have examined the document , and do not have any addit ional redac t ions t o 
r ecommend . The policy of t he Depar t ment regarding t he names of Depar t ment al 
employees and thei r email addresses generally i s t hat t he names of pe r sons 
wo r king on agency tasks are re leasable, and t heir email addresses are 
r eleasable if they a r e agency, as opposed t o pe r sonal email addresses . 
Additionally, we f ound that , insofar as t he int erest s of t he Depar t ment of 
the Inter ior a r e concer ned, t he remaining mat eri al i s re leasable under t he 
FOIA . 

Please let us know if you need anyt hing furt her . If you have any 
additional questions , please cont act Linda S . Thomas, 202 - 208 - 729 4 , fax 
number 202 - 21 9 - 2374 , addr ess 1951 Const i t u t ion Avenue, N. W. , MS 116- S I B, 
Washington, D. C . 20240 . 

• Wl@WJ) 

04/21/2008 0 4 : 02 
PM 

Alexandra Mallus/PI R/OS/DOI @DOI 

(b )(2)1ow (b )(6) 

To 

cc 



                                      <CTR>"                          
                                                             Subject  
                                      DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request  
                                      - DOI document                        
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
 
 
 
 
To:       Department of the Interior (DOI) 
            Alexandra Mallus 
Departmental FOIA Officer 
Office of Information Resources Management 
Alexandra.mallus@ios.doi.gov 
 
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated 
June 7, 2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) from Michael Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is 
seeking copies of correspondence between DHS and state and local 
governments and the White House relating to the Road Home homeowner grant 
program in Louisiana and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in Mississippi. 
 
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of 
responsive records that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are 
coordinating with the agencies involved and will issue a consolidated 
response to the requester. 
 
One record, totaling 7 pages, contains information that may be of interest 
to your agency.  Please review the attached document, and provide your 
releasability comments.  As you can see, the responsive document is an 
email that was sent to DOI employees.  Therefore, we need to know your 
policy with respect to the release of DOI employee names and email 
addresses.  If you would like DHS to withhold the names and e-mail 
addresses of DOI employees, please provide the basis for withholding this 
information as well as your appeal rights.  As noted above, DHS will issue 
a consolidated response. 
 
Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the 
enclosed document.  Since our review of the enclosed document is not yet 
complete, and since the document may be subject to further redactions, 
please do not release the enclosed document at any time without consulting 
this office. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter. ou 

y questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist,  
 at 703-235-0790. 

Regards, 
 
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
 
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and 
state law governing electronic communications and may contain confidential 
and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this message is not 
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution, use or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If 
you have received this in error, please reply immediately to the sender and 
delete this message.  Thank you. 
 
(Embedded image moved to file: pic15890.jpg) 
 
 (See attached file: DHS.OS.PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman FOIA Request.pdf)(See 
attached file: Misc'l Equities.pdf) 



-----Or iginal Message----
From : Lockett , Vania 
Sent il 22 , 
To : <CTR>; 
Sub S/PRIV 

(b) (6) 
Impor tance : High 

FYI 

-----Or iginal Message-----

M 
<CTR> 
elman request - DOI document 

From : Alexandr a _Mallus@ios . doi . gov [mailto :Alexandra_Mallus@ios . doi . gov] 
Sent : Tuesday, Apr il 22 , 2008 8 : 49 AM 
To : Sue_ Ellen_ Sloca@nbc . gov; osfoia@nbc . gov 
Cc : Lockett , Vania 
Subj ect : Fw: DHS/OS/PRIV 07 - 873 Kunzelman r equest - DOI document 
Impor tance : High 

Sue Ellen, 

Attached is a document DHS located in r esponse to a FOIA r equest t hey a r e 
p r ocessing f r om Michael Kunzelman , Associated Pr ess . Please have someone 
in the OS FOIA Office get back to Vania Lockett re r eleasabilit y of t he 
infor mation in this document as it per tains to DOI . Thanks ! 

Alexandr a Mallus 
DOI FOIA Officer 
Office of the Chief Infor mation Officer 
1849 C St . NW 
MS - 5312- MIB 
Washington , DC 20240 
Phone : 202 - 208 - 5342 
Fax : 202 - 208 - 6867 
Email : alexandr a _mallus@ios . doi . gov 

Fo r war ded by Alexandra Mallus/PIR/OS/DOI on 04/22/2008 08 :4 1 AM -----

" Lockett , Vania" 

(b )(2)1ow (b )(6) 

04/21/2008 04 : 02 
PM 

To 
Alexandr a Mallus/PIR/OS/DOI @DOI 

cc 
" Lockett , Vania" 

Subj ect 
DHS/OS/PRIV 07 - 873 Kunzelman 
r equest - DOI document 



 
To:       Department of the Interior (DOI) 
            Alexandra Mallus 
Departmental FOIA Officer 
Office of Information Resources Management 
Alexandra.mallus@ios.doi.gov 
 
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated 
June 7, 2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) from Michael Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is 
seeking copies of correspondence between DHS and state and local 
governments and the White House relating to the Road Home homeowner grant 
program in Louisiana and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in Mississippi. 
 
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of 
responsive records that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are 
coordinating with the agencies involved and will issue a consolidated 
response to the requester. 
 
One record, totaling 7 pages, contains information that may be of interest 
to your agency.  Please review the attached document, and provide your 
releasability comments.  As you can see, the responsive document is an 
email that was sent to DOI employees.  Therefore, we need to know your 
policy with respect to the release of DOI employee names and email 
addresses.  If you would like DHS to withhold the names and e-mail 
addresses of DOI employees, please provide the basis for withholding this 
information as well as your appeal rights.  As noted above, DHS will issue 
a consolidated response. 
 
Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the 
enclosed document.  Since our review of the enclosed document is not yet 
complete, and since the document may be subject to further redactions, 
please do not release the enclosed document at any time without consulting 
this office. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter. ou 

ny questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist,  
, at 703-235-0790. 

Regards, 
 
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
 
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and 
state law governing electronic communications and may contain confidential 
and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this message is not 
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution, use or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If 
you have received this in error, please reply immediately to the sender and 
delete this message.  Thank you. 

(b) (6)



 
(Embedded image moved to file: pic31101.jpg) 
 
 (See attached file: DHS.OS.PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman FOIA Request.pdf)(See 
attached file: Misc'l Equities.pdf) 



From: ED FOIA Manager [mailto:EDFOIAManager@ed.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2008 11:29 AM 
To: Lockett, Vania 
Cc:  
Subject: RE: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - DOC document 
 
Ms. Lockett, 
  
The Department of Education has no objections to the release of the name or e-mail address of 
ED employees. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Linda Darby 
FOIA Public Liaison, OM/RIMS 
(202) 401-8365 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Lockett, Vania [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2008 8:24 AM 
To: ED FOIA Manager 
Cc: Lockett, Vania;  
Subject: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - DOC document 

To:       Department of Education (ED) 
            Office of Management 
            Regulatory Information Management Services 
            Attn:  FOIA Public Liaison 
            EDFOIAManager@ed.gov 
             
 
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated 
June 7, 2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
from Michael Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is seeking 
copies of correspondence between DHS and state and local governments and the 
White House relating to the Road Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana 
and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in Mississippi. 
 
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of responsive 
records that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are coordinating with 
the agencies involved and will issue a consolidated response to the requester. 
 
One record, totaling 7 pages, contains information that may be of interest to your 
agency.  Please review the attached document, and provide your releasability 
comments.  As you can see, the responsive document is an email that was sent to 
ED employees.  Therefore, we need to know your policy with respect to the 
release of ED employee names and email addresses.  If you would like DHS to 
withhold the names and e-mail addresses of ED employees, please provide the 
basis for withholding this information as well as your appeal rights.  As noted 
above, DHS will issue a consolidated response. 
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Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed 
document.  Since our review of the enclosed document is not yet complete, and 
since the document may be subject to further redactions, please do not release the 
enclosed document at any time without consulting this office. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter.  If you have any 
questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist, , at 703-235-
0790. 
  
Regards, 
 
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
  
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing 
electronic communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the 
reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution, use or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in 
error, please reply immediately to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
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From: Lockett, Vania  
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2008 2:58 PM 
To: Hq.foia@epamail.epa.gov 
Cc: Lockett, Vania;  
Subject: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - EPA document 
 
To:      Environmental Protection Agency 

Larry F. Gottesman 
National FOIA Officer 
Hq.foia@epamail.epa.gov 

 
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 
2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Michael 
Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is seeking copies of correspondence 
between DHS and state and local governments and the White House relating to the Road 
Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in 
Mississippi. 
 
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of responsive records 
that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are coordinating with the agencies 
involved and will issue a consolidated response to the requester. 
 
One record, totaling 4 pages, contains information that may be of interest to your agency.  
Please review the attached document, and provide your releasability comments.  As you 
can see, the responsive document is an email that was sent to three EPA employees.  
Therefore, we need to know EPA’s policy with respect to the release of EPA employee 
names and email addresses.  If you would like DHS to withhold the names and e-mail 
addresses of EPA employees, please provide the basis for withholding this information as 
well as EPA’s appeal rights.  As noted above, DHS will issue a consolidated response. 
 
Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed document.  
Since our review of the enclosed document is not yet complete, and since the document 
may be subject to further redactions, please do not release the enclosed document at any 
time without consulting this office. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter.  If you have any 
questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist, , at 703-235-0790. 
  
Regards, 
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
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This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, use or 
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply immediately 
to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
 

 



From: EFOIA [mailto:EFOIA@FDIC.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 23, 2008 5:15 PM 
To: Lockett, Vania;  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - FDIC document (FOIA Log # 08-0172) 
Importance: High 
 
BY ELECTRONIC REPLY, ONLY 
  
Dear Ms. Lockett: 
  
This is in response to your electronic mail (“e-mail”) referral, dated April 21, 2008 
(found below), submitted pursuant to the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 
(“FOIA,” 5 U.S.C. §552). Your referral has been logged in as FOIA Log # 08-0172. In 
your e-mail, you attach a copy of a FOIA request from Michael Kunzelman, of the 
Associated Press, in which he is seeking copies of documents between your agency, the 
Department of Home Land Security (“DHS”), and state and local governments and the 
White House relating to the Road Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana, and the 
Homeowner’s Grant Program in Mississippi. You also attach a copy of a 2-page record, 
which you claim originated with the FDIC.   You have requested that the FDIC review 
and comment with regard to its releasability.   
  
I have reviewed the FOIA request and the 2-page record which you have attached, and 
have no objections to the release of the 2-page document, as you have proposed.  This 
document, however, does not appear to have originated with the FDIC.  I saw two entries 
of FDIC e-mail addresses in the letter.  Their inclusion is harmless, and they will not be 
redacted by the FDIC.  There is also a reference to Donna Gambrell, a former employee 
who was a high official in the FDIC.  Likewise, we see no reason to redact her name.   
  
I am speculating, but the document may have originated with the Treasury Department or 
one of its bureaus.  The FDIC is not affiliated with the Treasury Department.  We are an 
independent, free-standing, government-chartered corporation that is subject to the FOIA.  
  
I thank the DHS for the opportunity to review and comment on this record. 
  
Sincerely, 

Fred Fisch  
Supervisory Counsel  
(202) 898-6901  

 
From: Lockett, Vania [mailto   
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2008 3:37 PM 
To: EFOIA 
Cc: Lockett, Vania;  
Subject: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - FDIC document 
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To:      Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
Fred Fisch 
Supervisory Counsel 
efoia@fdic.gov 

  
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 
2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Michael 
Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is seeking copies of correspondence 
between DHS and state and local governments and the White House relating to the Road 
Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in 
Mississippi. 
  
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of responsive records 
that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are coordinating with the agencies 
involved and will issue a consolidated response to the requester. 
  
One record, totaling 2 pages, contains information that may be of interest to your agency.  
Please review the attached document, and provide your releasability comments.  As you 
can see, the responsive document is an email that was sent to FDIC employees.  
Therefore, we need to know FDIC’s policy with respect to the release of FDIC employee 
names and email addresses.  If you would like DHS to withhold the names and e-mail 
addresses of FDIC employees, please provide the basis for withholding this information 
as well as FDIC’s appeal rights.  As noted above, DHS will issue a consolidated 
response. 
  
Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed document.  
Since our review of the enclosed document is not yet complete, and since the document 
may be subject to further redactions, please do not release the enclosed document at any 
time without consulting this office. 
  
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter.  If you have any 
questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist, , at 703-235-0790. 
  
Regards, 
  
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
  
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, use or 
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply immediately 
to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
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From: EFOIA [mailto:EFOIA@FDIC.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2008 8:07 AM 
To: Lockett, Vania 
Subject: RE: Acknowledgment of Receipt of DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - FDIC 
document 
 
Dear Ms. Lockett: 
 
Your Freedom of Information Act document referral, dated April 21, 2008, has been 
received by the FDIC and assigned Log # 08-0172. The FDIC fulfills most requests fairly 
quickly.  Please be advised, however, that delays may be experienced for complex 
requests or those where responsive records may be in remote locations. 
 
If you sent your request via U.S. Mail to this office, we may have experienced a delay in 
receiving it due to security and mail-handling procedures of the U.S. Postal Service and 
the FDIC’s Washington, D.C. offices. 
 
The Freedom of Information Specialist (FOIA) Specialist assigned to your file will 
contact you, as necessary.  Please cite your FOIA Log number in any future inquiries 
regarding your request.  You may also call FDIC’s FOIA Service Center at 202-898-7021 
to obtain information about the FOIA process and the status of your request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The FDIC FOIA/Privacy Group 
 

 
From: Lockett, Vania [mailto   
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2008 3:37 PM 
To: EFOIA 
Cc: Lockett, Vania;  
Subject: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - FDIC document 
 
To:      Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

Fred Fisch 
Supervisory Counsel 
efoia@fdic.gov 

 
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 
2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Michael 
Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is seeking copies of correspondence 
between DHS and state and local governments and the White House relating to the Road 
Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in 
Mississippi. 
 
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of responsive records 
that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are coordinating with the agencies 
involved and will issue a consolidated response to the requester. 
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One record, totaling 2 pages, contains information that may be of interest to your agency.  
Please review the attached document, and provide your releasability comments.  As you 
can see, the responsive document is an email that was sent to FDIC employees.  
Therefore, we need to know FDIC’s policy with respect to the release of FDIC employee 
names and email addresses.  If you would like DHS to withhold the names and e-mail 
addresses of FDIC employees, please provide the basis for withholding this information 
as well as FDIC’s appeal rights.  As noted above, DHS will issue a consolidated 
response. 
 
Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed document.  
Since our review of the enclosed document is not yet complete, and since the document 
may be subject to further redactions, please do not release the enclosed document at any 
time without consulting this office. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter.  If you have any 
questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist, , at 703-235-0790. 
  
Regards, 
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
  
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, use or 
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply immediately 
to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
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From: Eckert, Robert (HHS/ASPA) [mailto:Robert.Eckert@HHS.GOV]  
Sent: Monday, June 30, 2008 2:16 PM 
To: Lockett, Vania 
Subject: FW: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - HHS document 
 
Vania, 
 
Unfortunately, it appears that the request from Mr. Kunzelman was overlooked and was not 
logged in here in our office.  The HHS organizational component from which the substance of the 
records emanated, and which will respond to you directly, is the Administration for Children and 
Families (ACF).  Their contact information is below.   
Bob Eckert 
Director, FOI/Privacy Acts Division 
HHS 
 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF) 
Freedom of Information Officer 
901 D Street, S.W. 
7th Floor West 
Aerospace Building 
Washington, D.C. 20447 
Phone: 202-401-9215 
FOIA Officer: Charles Keckler 

 
 

From: Reali, Francis (HHS/ASPA)  
Sent: Monday, June 30, 2008 10:18 AM 
To: Eckert, Robert (HHS/ASPA) 
Subject: FW: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - HHS document 
 
 
 

 
From: Lockett, Vania [mailto:   
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2008 3:43 PM 
To: Reali, Francis (HHS/ASPA) 
Cc: Lockett, Vania; Curley, Carol <CTR> 
Subject: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - HHS document 
 
To:       Department of Health and Human Services 
            Robert Eckert 
            Director, FOIA/Privacy Division 
 
            Attn:  Francis Reali 
            francis.reali@hhs.gov 
 
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 
2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Michael 
Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is seeking copies of correspondence 
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between DHS and state and local governments and the White House relating to the Road 
Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in 
Mississippi. 
 
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of responsive records 
that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are coordinating with the agencies 
involved and will issue a consolidated response to the requester. 
 
Two records, totaling 14 pages, contain information that may be of interest to your 
agency.  Please review the attached documents, bracket any information you deem 
exempt from release under the FOIA, and return the documents to this office, along with 
your justification for withholding and HHS’ appeal procedures.  While the second 
document does not contain any substantive HHS information, it does contain the name 
and email address of an HHS employee.  Therefore, we also need to know HHS’ policy 
with respect to the release of HHS employee names and email addresses.  As noted 
above, DHS will issue a consolidated response. 
 
Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed 
documents.  Since our review of the enclosed documents is not yet complete, and since 
the documents may be subject to further redactions, please do not release the enclosed 
documents at any time without consulting this office. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter.  If you have any 
questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist, Carol Curley, at 703-235-0790. 
 
Regards, 
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
  
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, use or 
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply immediately 
to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
 



From: Lockett, Vania  
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2008 3:43 PM 
To: francis.reali@hhs.gov 
Cc: Lockett, Vania;  
Subject: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - HHS document 
 
To:       Department of Health and Human Services 
            Robert Eckert 
            Director, FOIA/Privacy Division 
 
            Attn:  Francis Reali 
            francis.reali@hhs.gov 
 
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 
2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Michael 
Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is seeking copies of correspondence 
between DHS and state and local governments and the White House relating to the Road 
Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in 
Mississippi. 
 
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of responsive records 
that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are coordinating with the agencies 
involved and will issue a consolidated response to the requester. 
 
Two records, totaling 14 pages, contain information that may be of interest to your 
agency.  Please review the attached documents, bracket any information you deem 
exempt from release under the FOIA, and return the documents to this office, along with 
your justification for withholding and HHS’ appeal procedures.  While the second 
document does not contain any substantive HHS information, it does contain the name 
and email address of an HHS employee.  Therefore, we also need to know HHS’ policy 
with respect to the release of HHS employee names and email addresses.  As noted 
above, DHS will issue a consolidated response. 
 
Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed 
documents.  Since our review of the enclosed documents is not yet complete, and since 
the documents may be subject to further redactions, please do not release the enclosed 
documents at any time without consulting this office. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter.  If you have any 
questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist, , at 703-235-0790. 
 
Regards, 
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
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Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
  
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, use or 
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply immediately 
to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
 



April 21, 2008 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Cynthia a. O'Connor 
Executive Secretary 
Room 10139 
451 th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20410 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 

Dear Ms. O'Connor: 

l :.s. Department of Homeland Securit) 
Washington. fX' 20528 

~,~' Home.land 
.,,.,, ,,. Security 

Please refer to the enclosed Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 2007, and 
submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DRS) from Michael Kunzelman, of the 
Associated Press. The requester is seeking a copy of correspondence between DRS and state and 
local governments and the White House relating to the state's Road Horne homeowner grant 
program in Louisiana and the Homeowner' s Grant Program in Mississippi. 

While processing this FOIA request, we identified records, totaling 130 pages, that contain 
information that may be of interest to your agency. Please review the enclosed documents and 
return them to us, making any necessary deletions and citing any exemptions claimed. Also, 
please enclose a copy of your agency appeal procedures. The DRS will respond directly to the 
requester, giving the requester your agency appeal rights for your agency's withholding 
determinations. 

Please return the documents, your comments, and appeal procedures, by May 8, 2008, to: 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
PRN ACY OFFICE (FOIA) 
235 MURRAY LANE, SW, STOP# 0550 
WASHINGTON, DC 20528-0550 

Please reference DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 in your response. 

Also, please note that we conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed documents and 
redacted information that may be exempt from disclosure under the FOIA. Since our review of 
the enclosed documents is not yet complete, and since the documents may be subject to further 
redactions, please do not release the enclosed documents at any time without consulting this 
office. 



Finally, please note that we believe that other entities, such as the Small Business 
Administration, may also have equities in some of the enclosed documents. We have identified 
those entities by placing a stamp with their acronym in the right hand margin of the document. 
We have forwarded those portions to the specific entities for their review and releasability 
comments. As mentioned above, we will issue a consolidated response from this office. 

Thank you in advance for your courteous assistance in this matter. If you have any questions, 
please contact this office at (703) 235-0790. / 

/ 

Enclosures: 

Sin~c. :r···"' 2 . + .. f~ ·· . 
. / ,/ ~ 

)¢ ania T. Lockett ::--:-~""\. 
1 /Associate Director, Disclosurl,~FOIA Operations 

/ 
I 

FOIA Request, dated Jufle 7, 2007 
Responsive Documents,(130 pages) 

i 
I 



From: Lockett, Vania  
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2008 3:16 PM 
To: foia@hq.nasa.gov 
Cc: Lockett, Vania;  
Subject: FW: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - NASA document 
 
To:      National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

Stephen McConnell 
FOIA Officer (Code PS) 
foia@hq.nasa.gov 

 
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 
2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Michael 
Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is seeking copies of correspondence 
between DHS and state and local governments and the White House relating to the Road 
Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in 
Mississippi. 
 
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of responsive records 
that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are coordinating with the agencies 
involved and will issue a consolidated response to the requester. 
 
One record, totaling 2 pages, contains information that may be of interest to your agency.  
Please review the attached document, and provide your releasability comments.  As you 
can see, the responsive document is an email that was sent to a NASA employees.  
Therefore, we need to know NASA’s policy with respect to the release of NASA 
employee names and email addresses.  If you would like DHS to withhold the names and 
e-mail addresses of NASA employees, please provide the basis for withholding this 
information as well as NASA’s appeal rights.  As noted above, DHS will issue a 
consolidated response. 
 
Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed document.  
Since our review of the enclosed document is not yet complete, and since the document 
may be subject to further redactions, please do not release the enclosed document at any 
time without consulting this office. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter.  If you have any 
questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist, , at 703-235-0790. 
  
Regards, 
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 
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This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, use or 
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply immediately 
to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
 

 



From: Lockett, Vania  
Sent: Wednesday, April 30, 2008 11:04 AM 
To:  
Subject: FW: Initial Determination HQ FOIA 08-211 
 
 
 

 
From: HQ-FOIA [mailto:hq-foia@nasa.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 30, 2008 10:57 AM 
To: Lockett, Vania 
Subject: Initial Determination HQ FOIA 08-211 
 
 

                                                                                  

 
 

08-211                                          April 29, 2008  

 

Ms. Vania Lockett, CIPP/G  
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations  
Privacy Office  
U.S. Department of Homeland Security  
Vania.Lockett@dhs.gov  

 

Dear Ms. Lockett:  
 
This is in response to a request submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
from Michael Kunzelman, of the Associated Press, dated June 7, 2007 (DHS Log No. 07-
873) and received in our office on April 21, 2008.   

You forwarded one record, totaling 2 pages and requested the release concurrence of the 
email address of NASA employee, Patricia A. Powell.  It has been determined that this 
information is releasable in its entirety.  As you have requested, we are remanding this 
response to your office for a consolidated response to the requester. 

Sincerely,  

s/signed  

(b) (6)



Kellie N. Robinson  
Headquarters  
FOIA Public Liaison Officer  



Small Business Administration 
Lisa Babcock 
Chief, Office of FOI/P A 
409 3rd Street, S.W., 8th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20416 

Re: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 

Dear Ms. Babcock: 

April21,2008 

l .S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, OC 20528 

Please refer to the enclosed Freedom oflnformation Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 2007, and 
submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Michael Kunzelman, of the 
Associated Press. The requester is seeking a copy of correspondence between DHS and state and 
local governments and the White House relating to the state's Road Home homeowner grant 
program in Louisiana and the Homeowner's Grant Program in Mississippi. 

While processing this FOIA request, we identified records, totaling 57 pages, that contain 
information that may be of interest to your agency. Please review the enclosed documents and 
return them to us, making any necessary deletions and citing any exemptions claimed. Also, 
please enclose a copy of your agency appeal procedures. The DHS will respond directly to the 
requester, giving the requester your agency appeal rights for your agency's withholding 
determinations. 

Please return the documents, your comments, and appeal procedures, by May 8, 2008, to: 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
PRN ACY OFFICE (FOIA) 
235 MURRAY LANE, SW, STOP# 0550 
WASHINGTON, DC 20528-0550 

Please reference DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 in your response. 

Also, please note that we conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed documents and 
redacted information that may be exempt from disclosure under the FOIA. Since our review of 
the enclosed documents is not yet complete, and since the documents may be subject to further 
redactions, please do not release the enclosed documents at any time without consulting this 
office. 



Finally, please note that we believe that other entities, such as the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, may also have equities in some of the enclosed documents. We have 
identified those entities by placing a stamp with their acronym in the right hand margin of the 
document. We have forwarded those portions to the specific entities for their review and 
releasability comments. As mentioned above, we will issue a consolidated response from this 
office. 

Thank you in advance for your courteous assistance in this matter. If you have any questions, 
please contact this office at (703) 235-0790. 

~ Sin~~t'l / .· .. : · 
, ___ _,, / ,- ) f-c -l 
V aJtla T. L0<~kGtt ~~-:~~ 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 

Enclosures: FOIA Request, dated June 7, 2007 
Responsive Documents (57 pages) 



From: Lockett, Vania  
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2008 3:37 PM 
To: Hugh.gilmore@do.treas.gov 
Cc: Lockett, Vania;  
Subject: DHS/OS/PRIV 07-873 Kunzelman request - TREAS document 
 
To:      Department of the Treasury (TREAS) 

Hugh Gilmore, Director 
Disclosure Services 
Hugh.gilmore@do.treas.gov 

 
I am attaching a copy of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated June 7, 
2007, that was submitted to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Michael 
Kunzelman, of the Associated Press.  The requester is seeking copies of correspondence 
between DHS and state and local governments and the White House relating to the Road 
Home homeowner grant program in Louisiana and the Homeowner’s Grant Program in 
Mississippi. 
 
While processing this FOIA request, we identified over 900 pages of responsive records 
that contain equities from numerous agencies.  We are coordinating with the agencies 
involved and will issue a consolidated response to the requester. 
 
One record, totaling 2 pages, contains information that may be of interest to your agency.  
Please review the attached document, and provide your releasability comments.  As you 
can see, the responsive document is an email that was sent to TREAS employees.  
Therefore, we need to know your policy with respect to the release of TREAS employee 
names and email addresses.  If you would like DHS to withhold the names and e-mail 
addresses of TREAS employees, please provide the basis for withholding this 
information as well as your appeal rights.  As noted above, DHS will issue a consolidated 
response. 
 
Please note that we have only conducted a preliminary review of the enclosed document.  
Since our review of the enclosed document is not yet complete, and since the document 
may be subject to further redactions, please do not release the enclosed document at any 
time without consulting this office. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance in this matter.  If you have any 
questions, you may contact the Senior FOIA Specialist, , at 703-235-0790. 
  
Regards, 
 
Vania T. Lockett, CIPP/G 
Associate Director, Disclosure & FOIA Operations 
Privacy Office 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Office:  1.866.431.0486 or 703.235.0790 
Fax:  703.235.0443 
Web:  http://www.dhs.gov/foia 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



  
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and legally privileged information.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, use or 
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please reply immediately 
to the sender and delete this message.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
 




