
Office of Partnership and Engagement 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

October 23, 2019 

Dear Tribal Leader: 

I am pleased to announce that the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Office of 
Partnership and Engagement (OPE) will facilitate an outreach and consultation period from now 
until March 31, 2020 to seek input from federally recognized Indian tribal governments and 
Alaska Native Corporations (ANCs) on proposed updates to the DHS Tribal Consultation Policy. 
The DHS Tribal Consultation Policy implements Executive Order (EO) 13175, “Consultation 
and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments,” and establishes an accountable process to 
ensure timely and meaningful consultation with Indian tribes. DHS is committed to meaningful 
review and revision of the policy as necessary or as requested by Indian Tribes or ANCs.  This 
effort is also responsive to findings and recommendations of the Government Accountability 
Office’s report, “TRIBAL CONSULTATION: Additional Federal Actions Needed for 
Infrastructure Projects,” which were developed from input from Indian tribes and tribal 
organizations. 

Our goal is to update the policy to reflect current authorities and current standards, while 
continuing to improve DHS’s processes for ensuring meaningful consultation with tribal 
governments. Through revisions to the policy and implementation instruction, DHS seeks to: (a) 
outline how input from tribal consultations is considered and adjudicated; (b) clarify the statutory 
requirement to consult with ANCs on the same basis as Indian tribes; (c) improve consultation 
and coordination with the tribal governments of federally recognized Indian tribes with respect to 
oil spill prevention, preparedness, response, and natural resource damage assessment; (d) create 
an EO 13175 tribal working group through the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Intergovernmental 
Affairs; and (e) establish a sound training and education program for tribal affairs practitioners 
and other DHS staff who work with Indian tribes. 

This consultation period will facilitate receipt of tribal leaders’ feedback during the 
policy update process.  We will engage tribal and ANC officials through face-to-face meetings, 
national and regional association meetings and conferences, teleconferences, and webinars to 
gather input on the Tribal Consultation Policy. Tribal officials’ suggestions and comments will 
help inform and refine the policy and identify any other areas for improvement for the updated 
policy. Comments during the consultation period will be considered by DHS, and a summary of 
decisions will be made available on the DHS website and shared with specific commenters to the 
greatest extent possible. 

Dr. David Munro, Director of Tribal Affairs in OPE’s Office of Intergovernmental 
Affairs, will serve as the DHS Consultation Official for this effort and he may also appoint 
regional consultation representatives to be responsive to the needs and requests of the tribes and 
to facilitate increased engagement. Comments can be emailed to DHS.IGA@hq.dhs.gov, or be 
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mailed to:  Office of Partnership and Engagement, ATTN: Tribal Consultation MS-0385, 
DHS/OPE, 2707 Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave., SE, Washington, DC 20528-0385. 

Enclosed is a copy of the current DHS Tribal Consultation Policy.  Your comments and 
recommendations will be key to ensuring that the revised policy continues to meet your tribe’s 
needs.  We look forward to receiving your valuable input.  You, or your representative, can reach 
out to Dr. Munro at (202) 360-8998 or david.munro@hq.dhs.gov if you have any questions or 
input.  
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