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mmcnelis@mdes.ms.gov, mmcnelis

Pagelof 1

WD0026

From: [
Sent:  Monday, June 30, 2008 1:42 PM
To: NBAFProgramManager
Subject: NBAF Lab

We in Mississippi are very excited by the possibility our State maybe chosen for this site. We hope you
11245 ccept our hospitality and we truly hope you select Flora Mississippi for the new Lab.
‘We have the talent to staff the operation and people willing to work for an operation offer above average
earnings and opportunities and benefits. We sincerely hope you pick Mississippi and we look forward to
working with you.

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 24.5
DHS notes the commentor's support for the Flora Industrial Park Site Alternative.
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Moak, Scott
Pagelof 1

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 24.5

PD0302 DHS notes the commentor's support for the Flora Industrial Park Site Alternative.

August 25, 2008

Yes.

My name is Scott Moak and I live in - Mississippi, and I am calling on behalf of
the proposed Flora, Mississippi site, and just wanted to express my....I want to express
my feelings concerning the importance of that to the State of Mississippi.

L As alife long Mississippian, raises a family here with two small children, and being from
this area, I think that this would provide a tremendous amount of support of our
community. It would keep some of our brightest students here in the State of Mississippi
and provide our students and children, that will shape our future, a greater opportunity to
succeed here in the State of Mississippi.

I think there is a tremendous amount to offer, and I just wanted to express my opinion
and passion for bringing a facility such as this, to our state and the impact that we can
have working together.

Thank you very much.
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Moede, Don
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WDO0175

From: Don Moed [

Sent:  Tuesday, August 05, 2008 5:10 AM
To: NBAFProgramManager
Subject: "NO" to the NBAF in NC

I am requesting that the NBAF is NOT built in NC. We do not need this type of industry
and its associated risk in our backyards!
Don Moede

I —
-

1]25.3

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 25.3

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Umstead Research Farm Site Alternative.
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Monroe, John

Pagelof 1

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 21.3

DHS notes the commentor's concerns. The NBAF would be designed, consumed, and operated to
ensure the maximum level of public safety and to fulfill all necessary requirements to protect the
environment. An analysis of potential consequences of a pathogen (e.g. RIFT Valley Fever Virus)
becoming established in native mosquito populations was evaluated in Section 3.8.9 and Section
3.10.9, as well as in Section 3.14.
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Monroe, John

Pagelof 1

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 21.3

The NBAF would provide state-of-the-art operating procedures and biocontainment features to
minimize the potential for laboratory-acquired infections and accidental releases. The risk of an
accidental release of a pathogen is extremely low. Should the NBAF Record of Decision call for the
design, construction, and operation of the NBAF then site-specific protocols and emergency response
plans would be developed, in coordination with local emergency response agencies that would
consider the diversity and density of human, livestock, and wildlife populations residing within the
area. DHS would have site-specific standard operating procedures and response plans in place prior
to the initiation of research activities at the NBAF. Section 3.8.9 of the NBAF EIS addresses existing
and potentially applicable response plans that provide insight into some of the livestock and wildlife
protective and mitigating measures that could be employed in the event of a pathogen release from
the NBAF.

DHS notes the commentor's concern regarding depopulation measures to control a disease outbreak.
As described in Section 3.8.9.1 of the NBAF EIS, depopulation control measures could be undertaken
given a worst-case scenario to prevent a widespread outbreak among wildlife and domestic livestock,
should an accidental release of the foot and mouth disease virus occur. Section 3.14 and Appendix E
investigate the chances of a variety of accidents that could occur and consequences of
thoseaccidents Accidents could occur in the form of procedural violations (operational accidents),
natural phenomena accidents, external events, and intentional acts. Although some accidents are
more likely to occur than others (e.g., safety protocol not being followed), the chances of an
accidental release are low. In addition to identifying the potential for or likelihood of the scenarios
leading to adverse consequences, this analysis provides support for the identification of specific
engineering and administrative controls to either prevent a pathogen release or mitigate the
consequences of such a release. The NBAF would provide state-of-the-art operating procedures and
biocontainment features to minimize the potential for laboratory-acquired infections and accidental
releases.
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Monroe, John

Page 1 of 3

MD0082 Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 25.3
DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Umstead Research Farm Site Alternative.

Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 15.3

DHS notes the commentor's concern. A site-specific emergency response plan will be developed and
coordinated with the local Emergency Management Plan regarding evacuations and other emergency
response measures for all potential emergency events including accidents at the NBAF. DHS is
aware of and has considered the presence of the health and correctional facilities, described in
Section 3.10.7.1 of the NBAF EIS. The risks and associated potential effects to human health and
safety were evaluated in Section 3.14 and Appendix E of the NBAF EIS. The risks were determined
to be low for all site alternatives. The need to establish a quarantine zone or to necessitate an
evacuation in response to a release, and particularly actions that would affect the special-needs
populations of concern, would be a very low probability event. The response measures discussed in
Section 3.8.9.1 of the NBAF EIS relative to a release of FMD virus, for example, would not be
expected to impact the health and safety of special-needs populations. A site-specific emergency
response plan would be developed and coordinated with the local emergency management plan
regarding evacuations and other emergency response measures for all potential emergency events
including accidents at the NBAF, and which would include stipulations for any special-needs
populations including institutionalized populations.

Comment No: 3 Issue Code: 8.3

DHS notes the commentor's concerns regarding the treatment and discharge of NBAF generated
wastewater by the South Granville Water and Sewer Authority (SGWASA). The impact from the
operation of the NBAF at the Umstead Research Farm Site on the SGWASA wastewater treatment
infrastructure is discussed in Section 3.3.7.3.4 of the NBAF EIS. The design and operation of the
NBAF at the Umstead Research Farm Site would prevent negative impact to the SGWASA Sewage
Treatment Facility infrastructure and treatment capabilities. Specifically, as summarized in Section
3.15 of the NBAF EIS, pre-treatment of liquid waste streams would be implemented as necessary to
meet treatment facility acceptance criteria, therefore avoiding potential impacts.

DHS notes the commentor’s concern regarding the state and local government's cost associated with
constructing the NBAF. Funding for the design, construction, and operations for the NBAF will come
from the Federal Government. Proposals for offsets to the site infrastructure (part of the construction
2/15.3 costs) were requested by the Federal government. The decision as to what to offer (land donation,
funding, other assets) is solely as the discretion of the consortium, state and local officials as part of
the consortium bid site package. The amount of funding and how the funding is paid for (bonds,
taxes, etc) is determined by the state and local government officials and not the decision of the
Federal government.

1)25.3

383
4123

Comment No: 4 Issue Code: 12.3
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DHS notes the commentor's water supply concerns and DHS acknowledges the current regional
drought conditions. As described in the Section 3.7.7.3.1 of the NBAF EIS, the South Granville Water
and Sewer Authority has 3 to 4 million gallons per day of excess potable water capacity and could
meet NBAF's need of approximately 110,000 gallons per day, which is less than 0.4% of the
Authority's total current capacity. The NBAF annual potable water usage is expected to be
approximately equivalent to the amount consumed by 210 residential homes. Section 3.7.7 describes
the Umstead Research Farm Site's surface water and watershed features.
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Monroe, John
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MDO0082

4 cont.[12.3

3cont.|8.3

5/26.0

1 cont.|25.3

Comment No: 5 Issue Code: 26.0

DHS notes the commentor's statement. DHS prepared the NBAF EIS in accordance with the
provisions of NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and CEQ's regulations for implementing NEPA (40 CFR
1500 et seq.). The primary objective of the EIS is to evaluate the environmental impacts of the no
action and site alternatives for locating, constructing and operating the NBAF. As summarized in
Section 3.1 of the NBAF EIS, DHS analyzed each environmental resource area in a consistent
manner across all the alternatives to allow for a fair comparison among the alternatives. All comments
received during the scoping process were reviewed and considered during the preparation of the
NBAF EIS.
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Monroe, John
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MDO0082
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M oon, Jay
Page 1 of 2
FILE N 903 03/25 '03 14:41 IR FRX:8016451475 PAGE 1
FD0073

Mississippi Manufacturers Assaciation
The Voice of Industry
Www.mmg-web.org

720 N. Fresident Street (38202)
P. 0. Box 22607
Jackson, MS 38225-2607
Phone: 601-948-1222
Fax: 601-948-1475

Date:  August 25, 2008

To:  Mr.James V. Johnson
U.S. Department of Homeland Security

From: JAY C. MOON
Fax Number: 1-866-508-6223

Total number of pages, including this page: _2

Letier in favor of the National Bio & Agro-Defense Facility
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M oon, Jay

Page 2 of 2

1)245

FILE N>.903 08,25 '08 14:42  IDiTH FRK:R(19431475 PRGE

FD0073

Mississippi Manufacturers Association

Auguat 25, 2008

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Science and Technology Directorate
Mr. James V. Johnson

Mail Stop #2100

245 Murray Lane, SW

Building 410

Washington, NC 20528

Dear Mr, Johnson:

[ am writing to you today on behalf of the Mississippi Manufacturers Assoeiation and
its 2,200 member companies ta express our support of the National Bio & Agro-Defensc
Facility locating in Flora, Mississippi.

The MMA is one of tho largest and strongest trade associations in Mississippt. We have
sorved as the “Voice of Industry” in Mississipps for 57 years, and we are an uarelenting
advocate in support of measures benefiting manufacturers.

Among our members are a number of large, international companies who have chosen
1o call Mississippi home, including Baxter Healtheare in Cloveland, Nissan in Canton,
Northrop Grumman in Pascagoula and Nucor in Flowood. Mississippi is attracting
firms in a number of industries such as steel, polymers and automotive, and other
industries, such as those in the chemical, paper and petroleum, are expanding their
presence in the state. In recent years, Mississippi has seen an increase in the number of
high-tech firms locating here, specifically aerospace and defense companies such as
Aurora Flight Sciences, North Amorican Euracoprer and Hybrid Plastics.

The fact that these now and expanding businesses choose to nvest and prosper here is
a testament to the quality of our workforce, the state's favorable business climate and
our quality of life. We encourage the Dapartment of Homeland Security to choose Flora
as the home for the NBAF.

Sincg;v_ely,
// - o
ey

~Tay C. Moon. CED, FM
President and CEO

726 Nortiy Peesident Strvet + PO Box 22607 + Jackson, M3 19225-2:407
Oftice 61 9458-3222 + rax 6] 946- 1475 ¢ we w imaevel arg

2

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 24.5

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Flora Industrial Park Site Alternative.
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M oore, Carol

Pagelof 1

125.2

WD0748

From:  Carol o<

Sent:  Monday, August 25, 2008 2:42 PM
To: NBAFProgramManager
Subject: Do not destroy our environment.

Eight years ago we made the choice to build our retirement home here in [l right
down the street from the beautiful Botanical Gardens and peaceful surrounding area.
[We have so enjoyed some of our remaining years in a wonderful pastoral setting with
little traffic, no pollution, and lots of trees. How dare you allow anyone to destroy an
area that has become a little bit of heaven to us after working 55 years in a city
lenvironment. It will literally be slapping us in the face with something we do not want in
our residential area. Hopefully vou will not let this hapoen to us. Yours for a clean
Athens, Carol J. Moore, Ga.

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 25.2

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.

2-1643

December 2008




Chapter 2 - Comment Documents NBAF Final Environmental Impact Statement

Moore, Charles

Pagelof 1

WD0217 Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 21.4

DHS notes the commentor’'s concern regarding the NBAF. As described in Chapter 1 of the NBAF
EIS, DHS's mission is to study foreign animal, zoonatic (transmitted from animals to humans) and
emerging diseases that threaten our agricultural livestock and agricultural economy. The NBAF
would enable research on the transmission of these animal diseases and support development of
diagnostic tests, vaccines, and antiviral therapies for foreign animal, zoonotic and emerging diseases.
By proposing to construct the NBAF, DHS is following policy direction established by the Congress
and the President.

Section 3.14 and Appendix E of the NBAF EIS evaluate the potential effects on health and safety of

Q\thoufgr; th?;? isfsquy:e positive support for the NBAF in Manhattan, KS, not all residents are convinced of operating the NBAF at the six site alternatives. The evaluation concludes that a pathogen release at
e safety of the facility.

From: Charles Moore _
Sent:  Friday, August 08, 2008 4:15 PM

To: NBAFProgramManager

Subject: NBAF in Manhattan

the Plum Island Site would be slightly less likely to result in adverse effects than the mainland sites.

It was not until after the meeting was held here that the local paper published an article which detailed the
types of research which would be conducted in such a lab. We had been lead to believe that the lab

would be researching animal diseases, in particular, foot and mouth disease. Now we find that the lab will Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 5.0
be researching viruses which are deadly to both animals and humans, some of which have no known DHS notes the commentor's support for the Plum Island Site Alternative
cure. This research seems entirely too dangerous to '
1214 | conduct in a populated area. Although the risk of escape is small, a virus released into a community of

over 50,000 which has a mortality rate of 40% (as one of those mentioned in the article does) could result
in 20,000 deaths. Y “ ) Comment No: 3 Issue Code: 25.4

Inthis case, even a small risk is too much. DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.

Just two months ago, a tornado struck and severely damaged buildings only a few hundred yards from
the site of the proposed facility. Perhaps such a facility would be built to withstand a significant tornado,
but with so many lives at risk, why take a chance?

250 This research needs to be done, but is best done at an isolated facility such as it has been done for
" | years. It is important that we take necessary steps to combat terrorism, but it is foolish to unnecessarily
risk lives of Americans when other options are available.

325.4 My family and | are happy here in _and | would not want my children to be at risk. | therefore
would like to register a very vehement vote of opposition to placing this facility in Manhattan, Kansas.

Charles Moore

8
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Moore, Myfe
Pagelof 1

WD0726

From: - Myt oo

Sent:  Monday, August 25, 2008 1:22 PM
To: NBAFProgramManager
Subject: bio defense lab in SAT

1256 Myfe Moore’s family is OPPOSED to having a bio-
~ |defenses facility in our town of | N | RN \Ve will
leave the San Antonio area if you build it.

| would like to be on your email information list:
Ms.Myfe Moore

I
—

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 25.6

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Texas Research Park Site Alternative.
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Moore, Wendy
Page 1 of 2

WD0867

rrom: - wency oore [

Sent:  Monday, August 25, 2008 10:37 PM
To: NBAFProgramManager
Subject: NBAF Public Comment for Athens, GA site

Dear Mr. Johnson and Committee Members,

On August 14, T attended the NBAF public hearing held in Athens, GA. Listening to the
presentation and the comments that evening, reviewing the Environmental Impact Statement
and the GAO report, and reading investigative reports from the Associated Press, have led me to

115.2 believe that Athens, GA should not be the home of NBAF.

210 My primary objection is not to NBAF itself. Research of this type has had and will still in the

future need to be conducted. Athens, GA has many synergenic relationships to offer that would

382 lbe of benefit to NBAF. Had the Athens, GA College Station Rd site been more seriously
considered and selected, I would probably not be writing this objection letter. My primary

1cont| | objection is with the Milledge Ave site selection.

52
The location of this site next to the Oconee River, the State Botantical Gardens, and Whitehall

4132 Forest is completely unacceptable. This is a very special track of land in our otherwise very
urban/suburban county. Building any giant building on this property or developing a new
subdivision would be fought hard by Athens citizens. A building the size of 5 WalMarts, putting

1 cont aside other environmental concerns, is inappropriate. This is really just suburban sprawl -

50 putting buildings, infrastructure, and future development in an area that is not developed - and
encouraging future abandonment of current facilities on College Station Rd. The Milledge Ave
site seems to have been selected over the College Station Rd site because it was "empty," easy to
build on, and easy to acquire from the very eager University of Georgia. Those selection criteria
does not a good first impression make.

The site selection process also has not really understood the unique nature of the relationship
Athens-Clarke County has with the surrounding area. Inoticed at the meeting that the NBAF
representatives were not understanding the concerns of Athens citizens - Athens-Clarke County
will lose the land and cover the burden of the infrastructure, while the newcomers will most
likely live, shop, and pay taxes in neighboring counties, giving Athens-Clarke County very little
return on its investment. This scenario has played out over and over again through the years
leaving Athens-Clarke County one of the poorest in the state.

5152

In addition to the site selection, I am concerned about the impact NBAF would have on our water

6122 supply and quality. As you know, the region is experiencing its second "100 year" drought in the
past 10 years. Population growth in the region is only going to push the southeast to confront
water issues that are already experienced in other parts of the country. With the poultry industry
already consuming a large percentage of local commercial water use, there just isn't enough
water to go around. Our local countdown last fall of how many days of drinking water remained
is not something I want to see happen again soon. Athens can attract high tech/science industry
that does not impact our water the way NBAF will. The Environmental Impact Statement

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 5.2

DHS notes the commentor's statement. DHS held a competitive process to select potential sites for
the proposed NBAF as described in NBAF EIS Section 2.3.1. DHS held a competitive process to
select potential sites for the proposed NBAF as described in Section 2.3.1 of the NBAF EIS. A team
of federal employees representing multi-department component offices and multi-governmental
agencies (i.e., DHS, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Department of Health and Human Services)
reviewed the submissions based primarily on environmental suitability and proximity to research
capabilities, proximity to workforce, acquisition/construction/operations, and community acceptance.
Ultimately, DHS identified five site alternatives that surpassed others in meeting the evaluation criteria
and DHS preferences, and determined that they, in addition to the Plum Island Site, would be
evaluated in the EIS as alternatives for the proposed NBAF. The South Milledge Avenue Site was
proposed by the local consortium in response to the request for expressions of interest and was
considered along with the rest of the responses.

Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 1.0
DHS notes the commentor's support for the proposed research that would be conducted within the
NBAF.

Comment No: 3 Issue Code: 8.2
DHS notes the commentor's statement.

Comment No: 4 Issue Code: 13.2

DHS notes the commentor’'s concern regarding the proximity of the South Milledge Avenue Site to the
State Botanical Garden, Whitehall Forest, and Oconee River. As indicated in Sections 3.8.3.2 and
3.8.3.3 of the NBAF EIS, construction and normal operations of the NBAF would have no direct
impact on the State Botanical Garden or Whitehall Forest. The NBAF would affect primarily pasture
areas that have low wildlife habitat value due to their disturbed condition, lack of native vegetation,
and lack of wildlife food and cover. The forested portion of the South Milledge Avenue Site along the
Oconee River is a high value riparian wildlife corridor that connects the State Botanical Garden with
Whitehall Forest . However, impacts to the forested riparian area would be minor (0.2 acre), and
these impacts would occur within the existing pasture fence-line in areas that have been disturbed by
grazing. The high value forested riparian corridor would be preserved; and therefore, the proposed
NBAF would not have significant direct impacts on wildlife dispersal between the State Botanical
Garden and Whitehall Forest. Minor noise impacts would result from an increase in traffic and
operation of the facility’s filtration, heating, and cooling systems. Section 3.5.5.3 describes noise-
attenuating design features that would minimize noise emissions. In the event of a power outage,
operation of back-up generators could have a short-term impact on wildlife by discouraging utilization
of immediately adjacent habitats. Routine operations at the NBAF would not be likely to have
significant noise impacts on wildlife. Security requirements at the proposed NBAF would require
continuous outdoor nighttime lighting. Nighttime lighting has the potential to impact wildlife through
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astronomical and ecological light pollution. The NBAF would employ the minimum intensity of lighting
that is necessary to provide adequate security. Mitigation measures, such as the use of shielded
lighting, will be considered in the final design of the NBAF. Lighting would have the potential for
adverse impacts (i.e., repulsion and interference with foraging behavior) on resident wildlife
immediately adjacent to the NBAF. However, the use of shielded lighting would minimize the potential
for impacts in adjacent habitats. Given the relatively low profile of the building and the use of
mitigative measures, significant lighting impacts on migratory birds would not be likely to occur.

The potential impacts of an accidental release on wildlife are addressed in Section 3.8.9. Although
the NBAF EIS acknowledges the potential for significant impacts on other species of wildlife in the
event of an accidental release, the risk of such a release is extremely low (see Section 3.14). It has
been shown that modern biosafety laboratories can be safely operated in populated areas and in
areas with abundant wildlife. State-of-the-art biocontainment facilities such as the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention in downtown Atlanta, Georgia, employ modern biocontainment
technologies and safety protocols, such as would be employed in the design, construction, and
operation of NBAF. Furthermore, the purpose of NBAF is to combat diseases that could have
significant effects on wildlife. Research at the NBAF would include the development of vaccines for
wildlife that could prevent adverse impacts from a foreign introduction.

Potential impacts on the Middle Oconee River would be mitigated by low impact design (LID)
features, BMPs, and a storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP). As described in Section
3.3.3.1.4, sewage acceptance criteria and pretreatment requirements would apply to the wastewater
discharged from the proposed NBAF. The NBAF would be designed and operated as necessary to
comply with Athens-Clarke County Middle Oconee Wastewater Treatment Facility criteria and avoid
the discharge of potentially harmful wastewater constituents. The mitigation measures described
above would prevent significant impacts on downstream aquatic resources such as the Middle
Oconee River.

Comment No: 5 Issue Code: 15.2

DHS held a competitive process to select potential sites for the proposed NBAF as described in
Section 2.3.1 of the NBAF EIS. A team of federal employees representing multi-department
component offices and multi-governmental agencies (i.e., DHS, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and
Department of Health and Human Services) reviewed the submissions based primarily on
environmental suitability and proximity to research capabilities, proximity to workforce,
acquisition/construction/operations, and community acceptance. Ultimately, DHS identified five site
alternatives that surpassed others in meeting the evaluation criteria and DHS preferences, and
determined that they, in addition to the Plum Island Site, would be evaluated in the EIS as
alternatives for the proposed NBAF.
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Comment No: 6 Issue Code: 12.2

DHS notes the commentor’s drought concerns and DHS acknowledges regional drought conditions.
As described in Section 3.7.3.3.1 of the NBAF EIS, the South Milledge Avenue Site alternative would
use approximately 118,000 gallons per day of potable water approximately 0.76% of Athens 15.5
million gallons per day usage. The NBAF annual potable water usage is comparable to 228
residential homes' annual potable water usage.
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Moore, Wendy
Page 2 of 2

Comment No: 8 Issue Code: 5.1
WD0867 DHS notes the commentor's statement. Section 3.14 and Appendix E of the NBAF EIS evaluate the
potential effects on health and safety of operating the NBAF at the six site alternatives. The
seemed to brush aside many of these concerns or did not really investigate the issues associated ) . i i
with the Oconce River at the level they need to be. evaluation concludes that a pathogen release at the Plum Island Site would be slightly less likely to

result in adverse effects than the mainland sites.
Other things, such as the GAO statement that NBAF is only appropriate on Plum Island also
have led me to believe that Athens, GA with its animal agriculture, deer population, insect
population, and weather patterns would be a poor choice in location. T am also concerned about
the role politics and backscratching that has played in the NBAF site selection - a decision that
should have been solely based on science - and that concern and lack of information from truly
independent sources leads me to believe that NBAF should not be located in Athens, GA and
probably should be constructed as a new facility (currently not proposed) on Plum Island.

8|5.1

Thank you for considering these comments.

Sincerely,
Wendy E. Moore

.
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Moravek, A. James

Page 1 of 3
8/:5/2008 14:11  308-762-17.2 CURTIS NORAVEX MILLR FAGE  B1/03
GRANT COUNTY FD0014
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY
Hyannis, Nebraska
Address Reply to:
A. James Moravek — County Attoracy

Hyanais -- 308-458-2318 £.0.BOX 460 Fax — 308-762-1712
Alliance — 308-762-1710 ALLIANCE, NEBRASKA 69301 e-mail: sjm@cmemiaw.com

August 15, 2008

U. 8. Department of Homeland Security
Science and Techrology Directorste
James V. Johnson

Mail Stop #2100

245 Murray Lane, SW

Building 410

Washington, DC 20528

VIA FAX: 1-866-508-6223
Dear Mr. Johnson:
On behalf of Grant County, Nebrasks, and Arthur County, Nebraska,  am aftaching Resoiutions passed by

;|25.0 their respective Couney Commi pp any relocation of the Plum Istand faciliny.
| 24.1

, Our economy is based ar: beef cuttle and everyone is worried that moving the NBAF to an agriculural area
31150 | could compromise our economy in the event of mistakes and/or security breacl

Thank you very much for taking our position into consideration when making your decision.

Very truly,

A. James Moravek

ajm/sl

Enclosures

¢ Honorable Dave Heimeman — Governor of Nebraska
Honorable Chuck Hagel — United States Senate
Honorable Ben Nelson — United States Senate
Honorable Jeff Fortenberry — House of Representatives
Honorable Adrian Smith — House of Representatives
Honorable Lee Terry — House of Representatives
Honorable LeRoy J. Louden ~ State Senate
Brian Brennemann — Grant County Commissioner
Dan Vinton — Grant Ceunty Commissioner
Frances J. Davis — Grant Counzy Commissioner
Toni Ring — Grant County Clerk
Bill Baker, DVM
Richard H. Roberts — Arthur Courty Attorney

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 25.0
DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the five mainland site alternatives.

Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 24.1
DHS notes the commentor's support for the Plum Island Site Alternative.

Comment No: 3 Issue Code: 15.0
DHS notes the commentor's concern. The risk of an accidental release of a pathogen is extremely
low, but DHS acknowledges that the possible economic effect would be significant for all sites.

Section 3.10.9 of the NBAF EIS presents estimates of the possible economic effect of an accidental
release
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Moravek, A. James

Page 2 of 3

£8/:5/2¢88 14:1i1 293-732-1702 CURTIS MORAVEX MILLR FA3E 02703

Comment No: 4 Issue Code: 21.0
DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the five mainland site alternatives. Section 3.14 and
Appendix E of the NBAF EIS evaluate the potential effects on health and safety of operating the

NBAF at the six site alternatives. The evaluation concludes that a pathogen release at the Plum

OPPOSING A MOVE OF THE PLUM ISLAND FOREIGN DISEASE RESEARCH Island Site would be slightly less likely to result in adverse effects than the mainland sites.
CENTER FROM NEW YORK STATE TO THE MIDWESTERN UNITED STATES

FD0014

RESOLUTIONNO. _7-03

Comment No: 5 Issue Code: 5.0

DHS notes the commentor's position and concern for locating NBAF in a location isolated from
livestock. DHS believes that experience shows that facilities utilizing modern biocontainment
WHEREAS, substantial numbers of livestock are raised in the Midwest thereby supporting a huge technologies and safety protocols, such as would be employed in the design, construction, and
indusiry and many operators; operation of NBAF, would enable NBAF to be safely operated on the mainland.

WHEREAS, it has been proposed that the Plum Island, New York, Foreig: Disease Research Center
be relocated 1o the Midwestern United States;

WHEREAS, should the lab be relocated from its isolated locasion, the risk of spreading devastating
diseases to our livestock is exponentially increased;

41210

BE IT RESOLVED, that Grant County encourages the Department of Home Land Security to locate

55.0 the research center in a place isolated from livestock. -

Moved, Passed, and Adopted this12th _day of August, 2008.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
GRANT COUNTY, NEBRASKA
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Comment No: 6 Issue Code: 5.0
See Comment No. 1

FD0014
RESOLUTION

OPPOSING A MOVE OF THE PIUM ISLAND FOREICH DISEASE RESEARCH
CENTER SROM KEW YORK STATE TO THE MIDWESTERHN UNITED STATES

WHEREAS, it has been proposed that the Plum Island, New York, Foreign
Disease Research Center be relocated to the Midwestern United States;

WHEREAS, substantial numbers of livestock are ralsed in the Midwest
thereby supporting & huge industry and many operators;

WHEREAS, should the lab be relocated from its isolated location, the
risk of spreading devastating diseases to our livestock is exponentially
increased.

6| 5.0| BE IT RESOLVED,that A¥thur. County opposes any relocation of said Plum
| Island facility.

Moved, Pagsed, and Adopted this lyyday of August, 2003

ROARD OF COUNTY, COMMISSIONERS
ARTHUR COUNTY/ NEBRASKA
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WD0649

From: NN
Sent: Friday, August 22, 2008 12:14 PM
To:  NBAFProgramManager

1 I'support the National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility in Kansas. Our research in Kansas will enable the success of
|24.4 NBAF

Patti Morelock

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 24.4

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.
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Morgan, Melanie

Pagelof 1

CD0901 Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 2.0

DHS notes the commentor's concern over the need for the proposed NBAF. The purpose and need
for the proposed action is discussed in Chapter 1 of the EIS.

It has been shown that modern biosafety laboratories can be safely operated in populated areas. An
example is the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in downtown Atlanta, Georgia, where
From: ~ nfo@athensfac.org n betal of Mielarie Morgzn [ such facilities employ modern biocontainment technologies and safety protocols, such as would be

Sent:  Friday, August 01, 2008 7:38 AM ) ; ) )
¢ AaYisgn employed in the design, construction, and operation of the NBAF.
To: NBAFProgramManager

Subject: NBAF in Athens, Georgia

Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 25.2
Dear NBAF Program Manager, DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.
1122 the DEIS study shows that the Athens,GA site is neither safe nor compatible from an environmental standpoint for
™ | the construction of NBAF.The everchanging facts put out by UGA and DHS add to my scepticism.
21252 I am strongly opposed to NBAF and will continue to actively work against any effort to bring NBAF to our

community, or maybe find another small town far away from NBAF.

Sincerely,
Melanie Morgan
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‘WD0382

From: Kim Vor’s I

Sent:  Tuesday, August 19, 2008 7:18 PM
To: NBAFProgramManager
Subject: opposition to NBAF

1[25.2 | I wanted to indicate that I strongly oppose having the NBAF come to Athens.

Kim Morris, MS

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 25.2

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.
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Morris, Steve
Pagelof 1

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 24.5
WD0694 DHS notes the commentor's support for the Flora Industrial Park Site Alternative.

From: Seve oris

Sent:  Monday, August 25, 2008 10:23 AM
To: NBAFProgramManager
Subject: Support for the NBAF project in MS
Gentlemen,
1/24.5 || strongly support the initiative to bring the NBAF facility to Flora, MS.

Steve Morris

Laws Construction has had this message scanned for viruses by Message Labs.

2-1656 December 2008



Chapter 2 - Comment Documents NBAF Final Environmental Impact Statement

Morrison, Aileen

Pagelof 1

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 24.5

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Flora Industrial Park Site Alternative.
MD0108

Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 1.0
DHS notes the commentor's statement.

Comment No: 3 Issue Code: 8.5

August 22, 2008 DHS notes the commentor's statement.

Dear Sir:

248 This is Aileen Morrison from [l Mississippi writing to let you know of my support

for locating the National Bio & Agro Defense Facility in Flora, Mississippi . Iam proud
to say I am a long time resident of Jackson, Mississippi . Iknow the people of MS will
do the best job for your company. We have a great quality of life here and want to have
210 the opportunity to show the nation we are the best people to do the job. Our people will
do everything necessary to be a part of protecting our nation’s security.
Aes | ‘We have the education facilities and the hard working people available to the job. I

cont| 1] 24.5 urge you to select Flora, Mississippi for the site of your company’s new site. We will do

the best job and will be proud to have your company in Mississippi.

Sincerely,
1

TN srie.c o

Aileen Morrison
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Pagelof 1

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 24.5

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Flora Industrial Park Site Alternative.
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Moulder, Melissa

Pagelof 1
WD0041
Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 21.0
DHS notes the commentor's concern regarding the siting, construction and operation of the NBAF at
the South Milledge Avenue Site. Section 3.14 and Appendix E of the NBAF EIS investigate the
chances of a variety of accidents that could occur and consequences of thoseaccidents Accidents
From: Melless Mou‘der_ could occur in the form of procedural violations (operational accidents), natural phenomena
Sent;  Friday;July:04,:2000 1:01.4M accidents, external events, and intentional acts. Although some accidents are more likely to occur

To: NBAFProgramManager 3 .
than others (e.g., safety protocol not being followed), the chances of an accidental release are low.

The specific objective of the hazard identification, accident analysis, and risk assessment is to identify
To whom it may concern, the likelihood and consequences from accidents or intentional subversive acts. In addition to
identifying the potential for or likelihood of the scenarios leading to adverse consequences, this
analysis provides support for the identification of specific engineering and administrative controls to

Subject: Athens GA site proposal

1 just recently moved back to IBMllGA afier relocating to CA for a couple of years. [ consider | I
to be my home-town and am very glad to be back. The NBAF proposal that is being considered for
Athens has just come to my attention. either prevent a pathogen release or mitigate the consequences of such a release.

As a Student Family Nurse Practitioner, this concerns me a great deal. I am sure all measures would be
1121.0 [ taken to prevent any viral contamination to the public, but if this were to occur, it could be catastrophic.
Already, we are having a very serious issue with resistant bacteria and viruses in this part of the country. Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 25.2
21252 | This issue is, of course, on the rise worldwide. Due to this concern as well as the water usage this type DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.
of facility would render, makes me very much in opposition to this proposal. Georgia needs to conserve
as much water as possible and this type of facility would only put more burden on another serious issue.

One thing [ know, the people of Athens are very concerned about what happens in their community. In
an effort to maintain as much integrity as possible, the community of Athens does research and works
very closely together to keep the community the healthiest it can.

Please reconsider your proposal for this area. It is not well suited for GA, especially in close vicinity to
the Botanical Gardens.
We are a very educated and concerned group of people and hope you will consider our opinions.

Sincerely,
Melissa Moulder, RN, Student FNP
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MD0089
William C. Mounts

_
- Georgia _
]

August 20, 2008

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Science and Technology Directorate
James V. Johnson

Mail Stop #2100

245 Murray Lane, SW

Building 410

Washington, DC 20528

“location. Location. Location.” That is the insight into a successful real estate
transaction.

| attended both four hour forums sponsored by the Dept. of Homeland Security and
poured over the DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT - JUNE 2008 received in the
mail, sharing the volume with leaders in the Rotary Club. 1 firmly believe on the basis of what
was spoken in the open discussion periods that, if the DHS presenters really “had ears to hear,”
it should be abundantly clear the NBAF will not be welcome in Athens, Georgia.

While there was an orchestrated effort by certain UGA research scientists along with
staff and employees desirous of not bucking the Administration; an overwhelming number of
1125.2 | faculty and citizens do not want NBAF to locate here, particularly at the proposed site. They are
joined by concerned citizens fearful of the disruptive consequences to Athens, Georgia, one of
the nation’s community gems in the blending of university influence and the growing number
of commuter and retirement families who have carefully chosen the Athens culturally pluralistic
environment in which to dwell and invest their lives.

2162 The proposed site is literally adjacent to the large new equestrian stable and grazing
pastures. Sheep and cattle graze and are studied nearby. The State Botanical Garden, with its
3132 walking trails along the river, is also adjacent to the north. Vehicles carrying potential lab

specimens to be studied at the CDC in Atlanta or a UGA lab must pass along arteries touching all
417.2 ,of the above.

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 25.2

DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the South Milledge Avenue Site Alternative.

Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 6.2

DHS notes the information submitted by the commentor. Section 3.2.3 acknowledges the proximity of
the University of Georgia Livestock Instructional Area to the South Milledge Avenue Site, would it
would not be affected by construction or operation of the NBAF at the South Milledge Avenue Site.
The University of Georgia would arrange for an alternative for any temporary use at the South
Milledge Avenue Site if construction of the NBAF at the site is selected.

Comment No: 3 Issue Code: 13.2

DHS notes the commentor’'s concern regarding the proximity of the South Milledge Avenue Site to the
State Botanical Garden and potential effects on wildlife. As indicated in Sections 3.8.3.2 and 3.8.3.3
of the NBAF EIS, construction and normal operations of the NBAF would have no direct impact on the
State Botanical Garden. The NBAF would affect primarily pasture areas that have low wildlife habitat
value due to their disturbed condition, lack of native vegetation, and lack of wildlife food and cover.
The forested portion of the South Milledge Avenue Site along the Oconee River is a high value
riparian wildlife corridor that connects the State Botanical Garden with Whitehall Forest. However,
impacts to the forested riparian area would be minor (0.2 acre), and these impacts would occur within
the existing pasture fence-line in areas that have been disturbed by grazing. The high value forested
riparian corridor would be preserved; and therefore, the proposed NBAF would not have significant
direct impacts on wildlife dispersal between the State Botanical Garden and Whitehall Forest.
Security requirements at the proposed NBAF would require continuous outdoor nighttime lighting.
Nighttime lighting has the potential to impact wildlife through astronomical and ecological light
pollution. Mitigation measures, such as the use of shielded lighting, will be considered in the final
design of the NBAF. Lighting would have the potential for adverse impacts (i.e., repulsion and
interference with foraging behavior) on resident wildlife immediately adjacent to the NBAF. However,
the use of shielded lighting would minimize the potential for impacts in adjacent habitats. Given the
relatively low profile of the building and the use of mitigative measures, significant lighting impacts on
migratory birds would not be likely to occur.

The potential impacts of an accidental release on wildlife are addressed in Section 3.8.9 of the NBAF
EIS. Although the NBAF EIS acknowledges the potential for significant wildlife impacts in the event of
an accidental release, the risk of such a release is extremely low (see Section 3.14). It has been
shown that modern biosafety laboratories can be safely operated in populated areas and in areas
with abundant wildlife. State-of-the-art biocontainment facilities such as the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention in downtown Atlanta, Georgia, employ modern biocontainment technologies
and safety protocols, such as would be employed in the design, construction, and operation of NBAF.
Furthermore, the purpose of NBAF is to combat diseases that could have significant effects on
wildlife. Research at the NBAF would include the development of vaccines for wildlife that could
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prevent adverse impacts from a foreign introduction.

Comment No: 4 Issue Code: 17.2

DHS notes the commentor's concerns regarding the handling and transport of packages containing
pathogens. The general regulations governing the required NBAF transport of packages containing
pathogens, and a discussion of the low risk associated with the shipment of infectious materials is
provided in Section 3.11.9 of the NBAF EIS. More detailed information on the regulatory
requirements, packaging / handling procedures, documentation / labeling procedures, and
notification requirements for the transport of pathogens is provided in Section 2.2.2.3 of the NBAF
EIS. Additionally, an analysis of accidental releases during transportation is provided in Section 3.14,
Health and Safety and Appendix E of the NBAF EIS. Information regarding the existing road
conditions and potential effects to traffic and transportation from the South Milledge Avenue Site is
provided in Section 3.11.3 of the NBAF EIS. With regard to the specific routes for shipment of
pathogens, no specific transportation corridors have been evaluated. Should a decision be made to
build NBAF and a site selected, transportation routes would be identified in accordance with a
standard shipment procedure with the route optimized for safety and security.
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MD0089
572 The twenty-four/seven lighting requirements are repugnant to all that happens in the
surrounding miles of this sensitive site: bird migrating patterns; long known and documented
nesting in the fields of this acreage; the wildlife sanctuary that would be disrupted - and those
3cont|132 |in the community who are drawn to this environmentally sensitive sanctuary in their
appreciation of and celebration of wild life ... ALL OF US want you to hear loud and clear that

1cont! 252 | NBAF WILL NOT BE WELCOME at this site.

If the Dept. of Homeland Security persists in pursuing this location, | am aware of the
potential for numerous lawsuits that will challenge such a decision in various courts of law.

Sincerely,

William C. Mounts

Comment No: 5 Issue Code: 7.2

DHS notes the commentor's concern regarding the visual effects of the NBAF at the South Milledge
Avenue Site, which are described in Section 3.2.3 of the NBAF EIS. DHS recognizes that the NBAF
would be a distinctive visible feature including at night due to lighting and would alter the viewshed of
the area. The NBAF would employ the minimum intensity of lighting that is necessary to provide
adequate security. Mitigative measures, such as shielded lighting, will be considered in the final
design of the NBAF.
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Moxley, Tom
Pagelof 1

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 24.4

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.

Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 8.4

DHS notes the information provided by the commentor.
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1] 254

2214

1 cont| 25.4
315.0
41241

3 cont.| 5.0

PD0291

August 25, 2008

Good morning.

My name is Dan Mulhern. I live in- Kansas with my wife Terry and my son
Ben.

Tam deeply concerned about the location, the proposed location, of the NBAF facility in
Manbhattan, just a couple of miles from my house. I'm concerned about the security
measures that may or may not be employed at that location, realizing the potential for
both intentional and accidental human error.

I strongly....I urgently request that Homeland Security not locate this facility in
Manhattan, Kansas or any other occupied area of the country, but put it back on Plum
Island where it has a better chance of being a secure facility, posing less risk to human
health and livestock health.

Again, T am strongly opposed to the location of this facility in Manhattan, Kansas and I
urgently request that you please consider putting it somewhere else, preferably well away

from any human habitation.

Thank you very much.

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 25.4
DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.

Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 21.4

DHS notes the commentor's concern regarding the NBAF. The purpose and need for the proposed
action is discussed in Chapter 1 of the NBAF EIS. DHS can not guarantee that the NBAF would
never experience an accident. However, as discussed in Section 2.2.1.1, modern biosafety design
substantially diminishes the chances of a release as the primary design goal is to provide an
adequate level of redundant safety and biocontainment that would be integrated into every
component of the building. A discussion of human health and safety is included in Section 3.14.

Comment No: 3 Issue Code: 5.0

DHS notes the commentor's suggestion. As described in Section 2.3.1, DHS's site selection process
incorporated site selection criteria that included, but were not limited to, such factors as proximity to
research capabilities and workforce. As such, some but not all of the sites selected for analysis as
reasonable alternatives in the NBAF EIS are located in subburban or sem-urban areas. It has been
shown that modern biosafety laboratories can be safely operated in populated areas. An example is
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in downtown Atlanta, Georgia, where such facilities
employ modern biocontainment technologies and safety protocols, such as would be employed in the
design, construction, and operation of NBAF.

Comment No: 4 Issue Code: 24.1
DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative and support for the
Plum Island Site Alternative.
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Mullane, Frances

Pagelof 1
WD0002
Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 5.0
DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the five mainland site alternatives.
Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 5.1
From: - Frances Mulane | DHS notes the commentor's support for the Plum Island Site Alternative.
Sent:  Saturday, June 21, 2008 8:56 AM
To: NBAFProgramManager
. . . . Comment No: 3 Issue Code: 24.1
Cc: President; vice_president@whitehouse.gov —_— BT . i . . .
Subject: RESEARCH LAB ON THE MAINLAND DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the five mainland site alternatives in favor of upgrading the
Plum Island facility. Upgrading the existing facility was considered but dismissed as a reasonable
I am appalled that anyone would consider moving the reseach from Plum Island to alternative based on its age, its inability to support a BSL-4 laboratory and animal space, and cost as
1150 | the mainland. Just because someone was stupid enough to authorize the study of discussed in Section 2.4.1 of the NBAF EIS. Siting the proposed NBAF on Plum Island is one of the

mainland locations does not mean we should compound that stupidity by going

ahead with a mainland locationtlt six action alternatives under consideration.

Beef up the facility on Plum Island. All this nickle and dime discussion is going to
g: 2411 look like just that if anything should escape from a mainland lab and don't say it
“ | can't or won't happen... it sure can. I urge anyone in Washington DC with a brain
to go against any idea of moving this research off Plum Island...

Frances Mullane
FL
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WD0477

From: Dennis Mullm_

Sent:  Friday, August 22, 2008 11:09 AM
To: NBAFProgramManager
Subject: Support of the Manhattan KS site

| | would like to write in support of you choosing Manhattan, KS, as the site of the NBAF facility. Manhattan
is the perfect location for this new operation. We already have a class 3 facility which could assist and

allowing you a quicker startup on this very worthwhile project. There probably isn't a more suited location
284 to work on animal diseases then not only the heartland of America, but also in the middle of some of the
best animal research done anywhere in the world.

1] 244

In addition, Manhattan is a great community to live and raise a family. It offers so much more than a
1 cont. | community its size normally would. With Ft. Riley next door and Kansas State University not only the
244 diversification but the cultural pluses abound. The community as a whole with exception of a very small
anti-group is not only supportive but excited about this facility being built here.

Please select Manhattan, Kansas, as your choice in this very difficult decision.
Dennis A. Mullin
[ —
I <

***This message may contain confidential and privileged material for the sole use of the
intended recipient. Any review or distribution by others is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient please contact the sender and delete all copies of the message.

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 24.4

DHS notes the commentor's support for the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.

Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 8.4

DHS notes the commentor's statement.
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21214

1]25.4

MD0120

Munson Angus Farms, LLC.

4820 Liberty Hall Road
Junction City, KS 66441
785-238-8068

U. 8. Department of Homeland Security
Science and Technology Directorate
James V. Johnson

Mail Stop #2100

245 Murray Lane, SW

Building 410

Washington, DC 20528

Dear James Johnson

We are opposed to the NBAF lab being located in Manhattan, KS and we
certainly believe that there are better alternate locations. We are fourth and fifth
generation ranchers who have the nucleus of our 200 head cowherd located five miles
south of Manhattan. Our purebred Angus herd was started in 1924 and has been
continually improved since then to produce the finest quality Angus beef. We now have
our own retail beef store where we market our Munson Premium Angus Beef direct to the
public.

Any outbreak of FMD from the Manhattan facility would completely bankrupt
our family cattle and beef business which we have worked for 4 generations to establish.

Locating this type of research in the heart of cattle country makes absolutely no
sense. Estimated costs of a FMD outbreak from the Manhattan site as published in the
NBAF Draft Envirc I Impact S is 4.1 billion dollars, the highest of any

proposed site. We don’t test our nuclear bombs and military weapons in populated areas,

so why purposely bring the highly dangerous virus into the center of cattle country.
If this lab is located in Manhattan, Kansas you are playing Russian roulette with

the Kansas and Midwest cattle industry. The gun aimed toward the feedlots of Kansas

Comment No: 1 Issue Code: 25.4
DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the Manhattan Campus Site Alternative.

Comment No: 2 Issue Code: 21.4

Accidents could occur in the form of procedural violations (operational accidents), natural phenomena
accidents, external events, and intentional acts. Although some accidents are more likely to occur
than others (e.g., safety protocol not being followed), the chances of an accidental release are low.
The specific objective of the hazard identification, accident analysis, and risk assessment is to identify
the likelihood and consequences from accidents or intentional subversive acts. In addition to
identifying the potential for or likelihood of the scenarios leading to adverse consequences, this
analysis provides support for the identification of specific engineering and administrative controls to
either prevent a pathogen release or mitigate the consequences of such a release. The risk of an
accidental release of a pathogen is extremely low. The risk of an accidental release of a pathogen is
extremely low, but the economic effect would be significant for all sites. As described in Section
3.10.9 of the NBAF EIS, the economic impact of an outbreak of foot and mouth disease virus has
been previously studied and could result in a loss in the range of $2.8 billion in the Plum Island region
to $4.2 billion in the Manhattan, Kansas area over an extended period of time. The economic loss is
mainly due to potential foreign bans on U.S. livestock products. Although the effects of an outbreak of
Rift Valley fever virus on the national economy has not been as extensively studied, the potential
economic loss due to foreign bans on livestock could be similar to that of foot and mouth disease
outbreak, while the additional cost due to its effect on the human population could be as high as $50
billion. There is little economic data regarding the accidental or deliberate Nipah virus release.
However, cost would be expected to be much lower then a release of foot and mouth disease virus
or Rift Valley fever virus as the Nipah virus vector is not present in the western hemisphere.

DHS notes the commenter’'s concern for security of the NBAF. Regardless of location, the NBAF
would have the levels of protection and control required by applicable DHS security directives. A
Threat and Risk Assessment (designated as For Official Use Only) was prepared that evaluated site-
specific security issues and will be considered in the decision making process on whether or not the
NBAF is built, and, if so, where.
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MD0120

Munson Angus Farms, LLC.

4820 Liberty Hall Road
Junction City, KS 66441
785-238-8068

cont.| 2| 21.4
has 1 live bullet; the gun aimed at the cowherds in the seven county area adjacent to the

proposed site has 2 live bullets because of there close proximity to the proposed lab. The
possibilities of an accidental release of the FMD virus are certainly a huge concern.

Following are some of our main concerns:

1. Human error can never be totally ruled out. Nobody is perfect and the bigger

the lab and size of the staff, the bigger the chance for error.

31141 2. Natural disasters are always a concern. Manhattan and the K-State Campus
experienced serious tornado damage on June 11", 2008. Manhattan also sits on a
ground fault which greatly increases the chances for an earthquake occurring. No

matter how well constructed, damage can still occur.

cont|2/214 | 3. The fear of terrorism gets greater all the time. This could happen from within or

from without. Either type could totally devastate the Kansas economy.

4. Shipping accidents are one of our biggest concerns. Disease samples have to
be brought to the lab by either air or ground transportation. What happens when

the sample is ruptured in an accident and its virus contaminants the countryside?

420 |5 If the NBAF Lab is located in Manhattan, Kansas the cattle industry will be the

sacrificial lamb for the big pharmaceutical and bioscience companies wanting the

government to do research for them.

Comment No: 3 Issue Code: 11.4

DHS notes the commentor’s concerns regarding earthquakes. Section 3.6.1 of the NBAF EIS
describes the methodology used to assess each site's potential seismic consequences, and Section
3.6.4 specifically describes the Manhattan Campus Site. Section 3.6.4.1 discusses the Humboldt
Fault system. The NBAF would be built to meet or exceed all applicable building codes for seismic
safety. Section 3.14.3.2 further addresses NBAF design criteria and accident scenarios associated
with natural phenomena events such as earthquakes.

DHS notes the commentor's concern regarding potential tornado impacts to the NBAF. The NBAF
would be designed to withstand the normal meteorological conditions that are present within the
geographic area of the selected site. The basis for establishing the anticipated wind speeds were the
International Building Code, ASCE 7 and the local jurisdictions. However, because of code specified
building importance modification factors and normal factors of safety incorporated into the structural
design, the facility would resist wind pressures up to 170% of the code specified 50-year wind
pressures. This means the building’s structural system could resist a wind speed that is expected to
occur, on the average, only once in a 500 year period.

In the unlikely event that a 500-year wind storm strikes the facility, the exterior walls and roofing of the
building would likely fail first, and this breach in the exterior skin would cause a dramatic increase in
internal pressures leading to further failure of the building’s interior and exterior walls. The loss of
these architectural wall components would decrease the overall wind loading applied to the building
and therefore diminish the possibility of damage to the building’s primary structural system. Even
with the failure of these interior and exterior wall systems under an extreme wind loading event, the
robust construction used to construct BSL-3Ag and BSL-4 spaces, reinforced cast-in-place concrete
walls, would resist these wind forces and the primary bio-containment envelope would not be
breached. The containment walls will be designed to withstand a 200 mph wind load, which is
equivalent to an F3 tornado according to the FEMA Design and Construction Guidance for
Community Shelters standards.

Comment No: 4 Issue Code: 2.0

DHS notes the commentor's statement. Chapter 1, Section 1.1 of the NBAF EIS identifies DHS's
mission which is to study foreign animal and zoonotic (transmitted from animals to humans) diseases
that threaten our agricultural livestock and agricultural economy. The goal or benefit of NBAF is to
prevent these animal diseases from spreading in the United States through research into the
transmission of these animal diseases and the development of diagnostic tests, vaccines, and
antiviral therapies.

Section 3.14 and Appendix E of the NBAF EIS investigate the chances of a variety of accidents that
could occur with the proposed NBAF and consequences of potential accidents, DHS cannot
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guarantee that the NBAF would never experience an accident however, the risk of an accidental
release of a pathogen from the NBAF is extremely low. The economic impact of an accidental
release, including the impact on the livestock-related industries, is presented in Section 3.10.9 and
Appendix D of the NBAF EIS. The major economic effect from an accidental release of a pathogen
would be a potential ban on all U.S. livestock products until the country was determined to be
disease-free.
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Munson, Charles and David

Page 3 of 3
MDO0120 Comment No: 5 Issue Code: 24.1
DHS notes the commentor's opposition to the five mainland site alternatives in favor of the Plum
Munson Angus Farms, LLC. Island Site Alternative.
14829 Lilgﬁy 1;«’;“6};22‘]1 Comment No: 6 Issue Code: 24.5
unction City, UG nfoc fhe - ‘o ofatomant
725-238-8068 DHS notes the commentor's statement.
51241 We believe that the most sensible solution is for this facility to remain on Plum
Island because of its isolation from the mainland. Our 2™ choice would be Flora,
6245 Mississippi because the location is more remote with much lower concentrations of
people and animals in the area.
We have friends in Manhattan who like to hunt and fish on our property. We will
certainly not allow this to take place if this lab is in Manhattan. We also go to K-State for
athletic events, to the Vet Hospital and to the campus for numerous events. If the lab is
located in Manhattan, we will certainly curtail our participation because of the
cont.| 2| 21.4

possibilities of NBAF employees being contaminated. For these reasons, we firmly
believe that the risk greatly outweighs the reward of locating the NBAF in Manhattan,
KS. We trust that common sense and good scientific judgment will prevail when making

this very critical decision.

Sincerely,

M C() ﬂ;u/r\/&f—rv
Charles E. Munson
Munson Angus Farms, LLC

m—ul, ¢ Thupsrn—o
David C. Munson
Munson Angus Farms, LLC
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