August 04, 2004

Department of Homaland Secudity
Environmentsl Planning, Office of Sefety and Environment
Washiangton, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Ridge and Homeland Secusity staff,

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE WHO THE GOVERNMENT IS SUPPOSED TO WORK FOR, TODAY
IT SEEMS THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS MORE OF A DICTATORSHIP, A TOTALITARIAN
RULERSHIP, THINKING IT HAS THE RIGHT TO DO WHATEVER IT WANTS TO DO, WITH NO
REGUARD FOR MOST AMERICANS. IT CATERS TO THOSE THAT ARE THE MOST POWERFUL
AND RICH-NOT INDIVIDUALS, BUT CORPERATIONS AND BUG BUSINESS. THIS
ADMINISTRATION SEEMS TO THINK THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE NO RIGHT TO
KNOW WHAT THEY ARE DOING AND SURE DO NOT NEED TO KNOW WHY. SECRECY AND
NOT ALLOWING FOR ANY ACCOUNTABLITY FOR THEIR ACTIONS OR POLICIES. BUSH SEES
HIMSELF AS A KING AND THINKS HE IS THE ULTIMATE DICTATOR, BECAUSE HE KNOWS
BEST. WHAT HAPPENS AFTER BUSH LEAVES, THE FUTURE ADMINISTRATIONS WILL ALSO BE
ABLE TO DO WHATEVER THEY WANT WITHOUT BEING HELD ACCOUNTABLE AND IN
SECRECY. THE REPUBLICANS WILL NOT ALWAYS BE IN POWER. THIS MEANS THE AMERICA
PEOPLE HAVE DO EMPLOY THE GOVERNMENT, THEY ARE CONTROLED BY THE
GOVERNMENT WITH NO RIGHT TO VOICE OR KNOW WHAT THE GOVERNMENT IS DOING.
WE ARE FASTLY BECOMING A GOVERNMENT FOR THE GOVERNMENT BY THE
GOVERNMENT PUT IN PLACE BY THOSE FEW WITH POWER AND MONEY TO PUT PEOPLE
IN PLACE THAT WILL DO THEIR BIDINGIlll WE ARE FASTLY LOSING "AMERICA"IlilI

I oppose the Department of Homeland Secusity’s current proposal for implementing the National Enviconmental
Policy Act. The proposal would allow too many exclusions from NEPA end could close off govemment
activitias that have previously operated in the public eye.

One of NEPA's purposes is to allow putlic teview of agency actions that may adversaly affect the environment.
The department’s proposal would impeda that purposs with its ovedy broad use of categonical exclusions. While
categosical exclusions are useful for exempting routine activities that pose no sk of environmental haon, some
of the proposed exclusions involve types of activities that could cause significant harm. For example,
construction of fences and barriars by the Border Patrol could impeds wildlife migration and degrade wilderess
values, while ground patrols in border arsas could destroy or demage critical habitat for endangered species.
Soms proposed categosical exclurions, such as logging and disposal of waste and hazardous matenal, should be
completely abendoned, while many other itemy should be narrowed in scope.

Alyo, although I support the mission of the Department of Homeland Secuxity, the breadth of the undsfined
categories of information that would be withheld from public view is a tremendous expansion of the current
policy that allows only dassified information to be withheld from NEPA documents, and is unwarranted for
protecting national secusity, Information, such as analysis of a gas pipeline's potential for leals and explosions, is
critical to the public’s ability to protsct itself and should not be withheld, The proposal should be mote specific
10 a5 to minimize withheld information end maximize transparency.

The proposal goes well beyond what is necessary to protect national secusty, aad dsks destroying the very
democatic ideals that the Department of Homeland Securnity was created to protect. I urge you to limit the use
of categosical exclusions and the withholding of information as narrowly as possible.

Sincerely,

DEBORAH SMITH

UsAa



