August 08, 2004

of Homeland Security
Emvironmental Planning, Offica of Safety and Environment
Washington, D.C. 20828

Dear Sactetary Ridge and Homeland Securty staft,

| oppose the Department of Homeland Security's current proposal for implemanting the Netional Environmental Policy Act.
The proposel would allow too many sxclusions from NEPA and could ciose off government activities that have previously
operated In the public eye.

One of NEPA's purpases is to allow public reviaw of agency sctions that may adversely sffect the anvironment. The
depertment's proposel would Impede that purposs with i's overly broad use of categorical axciusions. While categoricsl
exciusions are useful for exempting routine activities that pose no risk of environmental harm, some of the propossd
axclusions irvoive types of activities thet could cause significant harm. For example, consiruction of fences and barriers by
the Border Fetral could impede wildlfe migration and degrads wilderness vaiues, while ground patrols in border areas
could destroy or damage critical habitat for endangered species. Some proposed categorical axclusions, such as logging
and disposal of waste and hazardous material, should bs completely abandoned, while many other lhems should be
namowed in scope.

Also, although | support the mission of the Department of Homeland Securlty, the breadth of the undefined categories of
information thet would be withheid from publiic view is a tremendous expansion of the current policy that aliews enly
classified Information to be withheld from NEPA documents, and is unwarranted for protecting national security.
Information, such &s analysis of a ges pipeline's potential for leaks and expiosions, s critical to the public's abiilty to
protect Rself and should net be withheid. The proposal shouid ba mors specific 80 as to minimize withheld Information and
madmize trensparency.

Tha proposal goss well beyond what is necessary to protect national securlty, and risks destroying the very democratic
ideais that the Dapartment of Homeland Sacurity was created to protect. | urge you to limht the use of categorical
axciusions and the withholding of information as narrowly a8 possible.




