August 04, 2004

Department of Homeland Securlty
Envirenmental Planning, Office of Sefety and Environment
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Riige and Homeland Security staft,

" As ¢ US Tex payer, | most strongly oppose the Department of Homeland Security's current proposal for implemanting the
Nationa! Environments! Policy Act. The propasal would sliow too many exciusions from NEPA and could close off
govemnment activities that have previously operated in the pubiic eys. There's enough of an assault on the Environment

sireedy. This has got to stap!

One of NEPA's purposes is to sliow public review of agency actions that may advarsely affect the anviconment. The
department's proposal would impeds that purpose with lis overly broad use of categorical exciusions. Whils categorical
exciusions are Lseful for wempting routine activities that pose no risk of snvironmenta! harm, soms of the proposed
exciusions invoive types of activities that could cause significant harm. For sxample, construction of fences and barrisrs by
the Border Patrol could impede wiidie migration and degrade widemass values, while ground patrols in border arees
could destroy or damage critical habitat for endangered species. Some proposed categorical exclusions, such a8 logging
and disposs! of waste and hazardous material, should be compietaly sbandoned, while many other tems should ba
narrowed In scope.

Algo, eithough | support the missian of the Dapartment of Homeland Securtty, i breadth of the undefined categories of
(nformation that would be withheid from pubiic view ls & tremendous expension of the current policy thet aliows only
classified Information to be withheld from NEPA documents, and !s unwarranted for protecting national securlty.
Information, such a8 analysis of & gas pipeline’s potentia! for leaks and explosions, ls critical to the public's ebiiky to
protect fteeif and shouid not be withheid. The proposal should be more specific so s to minimize withheld information and
medmize transparency.

‘The proposs! goes well beyond what ls necessary to protact nations! security, and risks destroying the very democratic
ideals that the Department of Homeland Security wea created to protect | urge you to limit the use of categorical
axciusions end the withholding of information es narrowly es possible.

Sincerely,

Janet girard



